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18 July 2018 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

RE: Ofsted Inspection May 2018 

 

As you know, Ofsted visited our academy on 15-16 May 2018.  We are pleased that the 

inspectors recognised that many positive things are happening at the school and that progress is 

evident in many areas.  Ofsted recognised that the majority of our learners take pride in their 

work and respect the school, that our 6th Form is ‘Good’ and that safeguarding is effective.  

However, we are very disappointed that Ofsted have decided to grade us as ‘inadequate’ for 

overall effectiveness.  The main reason for this was that the inspection team saw a minority of 

pupils showing a lack of respect for each other or staff and a lack of self-discipline.   This meant 

that behaviour was judged as ‘inadequate’ and under Ofsted’s rules, if any one category is the 

lowest one, then the overall judgement has to be ‘inadequate’ too.  It is important to note that 

Ofsted have said that the school’s leadership, supported by governors and our Multi Academy 

Trust (MET), are demonstrating the capacity to deliver swift and effective improvement and that 

many of the changes put in place from September 2017 have not yet had time to show their full 

impact. 
 

We fully recognise that we need to significantly speed up the rate of improvement and a 

comprehensive action plan has been agreed, following discussions with the MET, and the changes 

are already under way.  The three main areas that require rapid improvement are: 
 

 Improve behaviour & culture so that all learners are respectful and show excellent conduct 

 Improve teaching & learning to remove in school variation in quality and outcomes 

 Improve learner personal development, welfare and care so all learners feel well cared for 
 

We will receive regular monitoring visits from Ofsted and after each one the inspector will write 

to inform you of how the school is doing in relation to the improvements made.  We will have 

another full inspection in approximately 24 months. 
 

For more information, please go to http://thebusheyacademy.org/about-us/ofsted/ on our website.  

Here you will find a FAQ document as well as a link to the full report.  You will also find the steps 

that we have already taken in response to the report.  Once it has been analysed and agreed by 

our link Ofsted inspector, our full Ofsted action plan will be posted too, so you can see the 

comprehensive list of actions that we are taking or will be taking from the beginning of the next 

academic year. 
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If after reading all of the above you have any additional questions and would like to contact the 

academy, we’ve set up a dedicated email address at ofsted2018@thebusheyacademy.org. 
 

We believe that now is the time for everyone involved in The Bushey Academy to unite in making 

it the best school it can be, and the report gives us a clear direction to achieve this.   
 

We are confident that when Ofsted revisit the school during the next academic year, they will 

look favourably on our progress.  We will continue to strive for our goal of providing an excellent 

standard of education that all our young people deserve. 
 

Yours sincerely           

  

 

  
Jon Hebblethwaite 

Principal 

 

  
  

    
Richard Elms     Mark Harmon 

CEO Meller Educational Trust  Chair of Governors    
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