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Another successful term has passed and this  
newsletter highlights just some of the great things 
that regularly happen at The Bushey Academy.  Once 
again we see what a talented group of students we 
have at the school, young people who are ‘Proud to 
Belong’.  

Providing our students with opportunities to shine is 
hugely important to us and is evident throughout the 
newsletter.  Working with other partners such as the 
world class Purcell School for Young Musicians enables 
our students to achieve excellence.  This is also shown 
through the many and varied sporting opportunities 
that we provide.  As a big rugby fan myself, I am 
especially delighted how well our rugby teams are 
doing, especially the U13 girls team.  

Another highlight of the term was the STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths) day for Year 7, 
run in partnership with the RAF.  The students were 
challenged to build models of rockets cars with great 
success.  Our RAF guests were very impressed by our 
Year 7s and we will be carrying on with this relationship.  
You will also see that we hosted and participated in 
the Rotary Club’s prestigious technology tournament, 
where our Year 7 team were highly commended.  

A further highlight for me was judging my first House 
Drama competition.  The standard was excellent and 
made all the more impressive by the fact that the 
plays were written and produced by members of our 
wonderful Sixth Form.  The Cube Theatre was packed 
and if you did not get a chance to see it, then do try to 
come next year.  

One of our priorities for improvement is promoting 
aspiration and employability amongst the students.  
We want all our young people to think big and 
aim high.  You will see inside this newsletter all the 

things that have happened last term to ensure that 
our students raise their sights in terms of career 
opportunities.  I was especially delighted with the way 
Year 10 tackled their work experience.  The students 
came back to school with a real buzz and many have 
made connections with professionals that will stand 
them in good stead for the future.   I also joined Year 8 
for a motivational talk from Terri Duhon, who is a top 
businesswoman.  The students were very engaged and 
Terri was thrilled with the response that she got.  

As we enter the summer term, we wish all Year 11s, 
12s and 13s all the very best for their upcoming exams.  
Coming in to the academy during the Easter holidays, 
I was delighted to see so many students attending our 
revision sessions.  

It is great to see that once again, we are oversubscribed, 
and we are looking forward to welcoming our new Year 
7s on the transition day in July.  We are also making the 
finishing touches to our revamp of the pastoral system 
ready for September.  This topic will be the focus for 
the upcoming ‘Parent Partners’ meeting (see inside for 
more details).

May I take this opportunity to thank everyone 
connected to The Bushey Academy for their hard work 
and dedication.   I hope that you had a restful Easter 
holiday and I look forward to reporting more academy 
news and events in the next newsletter in July.  

 
Jon Hebblethwaite 
Principal

Message from the Principal

The Rotary Club Technology Tournament
An annual visitor to the academy, we were 
delighted to once again host the Rotary Club 
Technology Tournament in The Grand Hall, 
welcoming teams from Queens, Bushey Meads, 
St Helens, Merchant Taylors, Parmiters and St 
Michaels, along with The Bushey Academy.  92 
students attended to solve a STEM based problem, 
along with Rotarians and dignitaries from Watford 
and Hertsmere.

Our team, probably the youngest year 
group present, had a rocky start, but they 
persevered and made a good recovery 
and we are already looking forward to 
participating again next year.

Congratulations to Mathew Jones, Thomas 
Sorley, Andrew Zilinek and Alexander 
Elliott-Stone, for all their hard work.
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Aspiration and 
Employability

I worked at the Metro 
Pharmacy during my work 
experience. I had to stock shelves, 
process invoices, verify customer 
IDs and prescriptions. I enjoyed dealing with difficult 
customers as it was a challenging experience. I am 
interested in studying pharmacy in the future and the 
business has offered me part time work.

I completed my work 
experience week at 

the London office of Uria 
Menendez, the largest law firm 
in Spain.  I took part in conference calls to Beijing, New 
York, Madrid and Portugal. I was given a case file to 
read through by one of the solicitors and then had to 
investigate and research a company involved. I have 
decided to study law at university in the future 
based on my experience.

I went to Cedars Manor Primary School as a 
classroom assistant. On the first day I was in Reception 
class helping the students with their vocabulary and 
sounding out letters. We did some guided reading as 
well. The following day I was in Year 1 class helping 
them with Maths, English and Science.

I worked at Baxter 
Medical Devices for my 
work experience. I gained 
experience in many of the 
different departments of the business from finance 
and manufacturing to quality assurance. I learned 
that the production of medical devices requires a lot 
of safety testing and quality assurance before they 
enter the market. I helped produce artificial bones 
for surgery using the 3D printing device. Having 
completed work experience I would like to 
study medicine at university.

This term has been very busy for students at the 
academy with a strong focus on preparing our young 
people for their future careers.

Year 7 have been trialling the 
use of Start software during 
PSHCE lessons providing 

them with early guidance and advice on the career 
pathways they may choose to pursue in the future. 

Start will be rolled out to other year groups over the 
next few months, forming part of the provision that 
students return to for advice at various key points in 
their academic journey. 

Year 8 were treated to a talk by Terri Duhon, the 
Non-Executive Chair of the Board of Morgan 
Stanley Investment Management for Europe. Terri 
graduated from MIT, joined JP Morgan and spent 10 
years working as a derivative trader. She has been 
on the board of CHAPS Co, Operation Smile, the 
American Overseas School in Rome, is a founding 
member of the Women’s Leadership Group and a 
published author. Terri’s successful talk focused on the 
importance of resilience and aiming high.

We have also hosted assemblies from WhiteHat, a 
group involved in apprenticeships in the tech, finance 
and media industries, and David Ritchie & Associates 
have also visited to discuss local apprenticeship 
opportunities. 

Year 10 completed their week of work experience 
with fantastic results. Students completed placements 
in the legal, medical, childcare and finance industries. 
Pleasingly, many students have been offered jobs 
and further opportunities in the future. Here is some 
student feedback:

The Department of Work and Pensions and our 
Enterprise Partners, Watford Community Housing 
Trust, have provided lessons on writing CVs, mock 
interview experience and employability workshops 
enabling students to further develop the skills they 
need for the future. 

Sixth Formers have recently attended a UCAS 
Conference providing them with advice on the 
opportunities available after sixth form and how to 
complete those important personal statements for 
university applications.

We will continue to maintain the focus on this 
important area of growth for our young people and 
look forward to reporting more news next term. 

The Arena continues to host some amazing 
functions, including weddings, holistic fairs, 
sports clubs, drama activities and most recently 
we welcomed The Good Food Market which has 
received massive support from the community and 
is held every Sunday 10am-4pm.

On Sunday 6 May 
2018 between 11am 
and 3pm, Dash of 
Sparkle are hosting 

an event to showcase the academy Grand Hall 
and Atrium.  It’s fun and free for all the family.  
Please register to attend: www.dashofsparkle.com/
showcase.

To keep in touch with upcoming events,  
please like our facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/TheBusheyArena/

If you’re interested in booking any of the facilities 
on offer from The Bushey Arena, please visit the 
website  
https://thebusheyarena.communitybookings.co.uk/ 
or telephone 020 8955 7853. 

The Bushey Arena

Terri Duhon

Terri engaging our Year 8s
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Sixth Form update

In January the Year 7s participated in a drag 
race with the rocket cars they had been building 
in science. This STEM project was aimed at 
challenging students to design and build an 
aerodynamic polystyrene car which would travel 
the fastest over 15 metres. 

Students needed to incorporate many 
scientific principles into the design of their car, 
particularly focusing on the types of forces 
which would be acting on the car and how the 
shape of the car could reduce these forces. The 
event was run in alliance with RAF Northolt who 
supervised and oversaw the setting up of the 
rocket cars before the students detonated them.  

With over 50 cars being launched, competition 
was fierce. 

The winning group was from 7 Tripod, taught by 
Ms Moore, with a time of 70.9 milliseconds over 
15 metres. This group will represent The Bushey 
Academy at the national finals later on in the 
year.

Well done to all the Year 7 students designing 
some brilliant cars and thanks to RAF Northolt 
for their support of the project.

Year 7 STEM Project: 
Rocket Cars

On February 7th, several Year 9 students went 
along to the annual Holocaust Memorial Service 
at the Bushey United Synagogue. There, we learnt 
about the tragic events of the Holocaust and other 
genocides, as well as listening  to a speaker who 
outlined the effects the holocaust had on people.

The day began by travelling to the synagogue via 
minibus, which only took us around 10 minutes. 
When we arrived at the synagogue, we were joined 
by students from other local schools. We were then 
seated whilst we watched a short film introducing 
us to the Holocaust and other genocides. Next, 
we split off into groups to go to a workshop which 
would give us an even more in depth insight to 
the terror of the Holocaust. In this workshop, we 
completed worksheets, looked at posters and 
discussed different aspects of the event.

Once we had completed the workshop we headed 
to the corridor for a quick break, and then back to 
the main hall to be seated once again. Once we had 
all settled we were introduced to Michael Bibring, 
the son of Harry Bibring, a Holocaust survivor. 
Originally, we were going to hear the account from 
Harry Bibring himself; however, the synagogue 

decided that they needed to experiment with other 
ways to continue the service as unfortunately, 
the survivors would not be around forever. In my 
opinion, by listening to his son we were able to see 
the lasting effects of the Holocaust, as well as the 
perspective of someone directly linked to a survivor.

Mr Bibring went on to describe his father’s life, 
starting from the days before the Holocaust 
in Vienna, Austria. At first I had automatically 
assumed that he had grown up in Germany, so this 
showed the disturbing scale of the Nazi’s hold. 
Unfortunately, soon things began to get twisted- 
beginning with the closure of his father’s shop due 
to the fact that he was Jewish, then to his arrest. 
Their family was taken to the police station and 
ordered not to enter their home. He and his sister 
were sent to a home where he had to stay confined 
in a small space with many other children. Mr 
Bibring then went on to describe how after they had 
failed to journey to Shanghai, one of the only places 
they could travel to as Jews, that both children were 
sent away via Kinder Transport. When they had 
arrived in England, he never saw his parents again. 
This account was told by Mr Bibring and his father 

(through pre-recorded videos), allowing us to hear 
their different perspectives, thus giving us a more 
detailed experience.

In my opinion, it is extremely important that we 
remember the horrible events of the Holocaust 
so that we can learn from other mistakes and to 
work towards the prevention of other genocides 
and discrimination in the modern world. Moreover, 
we should honour those who died simply because 
they were different or disagreed with the Nazi 
ideology. Overall, I believe that the service was 
extremely successful in educating us about the 
Holocaust and making us aware of the importance 
of remembering.

Written by: Rhiannon Buckingham, Year 9

Year 9 History Trip 

Year 12 have had a very busy year so far, settling 
into studies and developing into a great Sixth Form 
community. We have been lucky enough to go on a 
number of visits this year, including the University of 
Hertfordshire, a debate event at St Albans Cathedral 
and most recently we went to the Sir John Lawes 
Careers Day. It was an excellent day of presentations 
from many organisations followed by a careers fair in 
the afternoon. 

Elena Oberwarth of Year 12 would like to share her 
thoughts on the Sir John Lawes Careers Day:

 ‘The first half of the day consisted of talks from a 
wide range of company representatives, who shared 
their own personal career experiences, and informed 
us of the many job opportunities their companies 
provide. Some of the talks I heard included speakers 
from Whitbread, Marks & Spencer and Oxfam.  I 
was particularly interested to learn that Whitbread 
are aiming to create 6000 apprenticeships by 2020, 
because I am considering an apprenticeship program as 
an alternative to University. 

In the afternoon we explored a careers fair, where we 
talked to a vast array of companies about our future 
prospects. One of the companies I spoke to was 
Fundamentally Children, who work to promote the 
value of positive play in childhood through the testing 
of new toys, and research into child development. 
Consequently, I am considering taking part in a work 
experience program with them during the summer 
holidays.’ 
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House Drama Competition
Once again the academy students excelled in the 
annual House Drama competition.  Well done to 
everyone that took part. 

The winners were as follows:

Best Supporting Actress: Rhiannon Buckingham 
(Babbage)

Best Supporting Actor: Josh Twaites (Babbage)

Best Actress: Alice Banjo (Edison)

Best Actor: Adam Beattie (Edison)

Best Scriptwriters: Sophie Barton, Max Dimond, 
Halime Fistikci, Yasmine Schmid (Whittle)

Best Directors: Jordan Bartley, Maanav Bhudia, Teresa 
De Almeida, Harry Griffiths (Babbage)

Best Overall House Play: Edison

We are delighted to celebrate that 79% of 
students from Year 7 to 11 have been awarded 
Proud to Belong Awards in Spring term 
assemblies:

Congratulations to our students for this fantastic 
achievement.  Celebrations will continue during 
the summer term.

Keep up the good work everyone!

The topic for the next Parent Partners meeting 
is ‘Pastoral Change at The Bushey Academy’ and 
the meeting will take place on Tuesday 1 May 
2018 at 6pm.  

Please join members of the Senior Leadership 
Team for a presentation and Q&A discussion.  

If you’d like to attend, please confirm via email: 
parentpartners@thebusheyacademy.org.

Level of Award % of students Y7 to Y11

Bronze 32%

Silver 28%

Gold 16%

Platinum 3%

Achievement Awards

Parent PartnersWe are delighted to acknowledge the recent successes 
of two of our students in the field of boxing. 

Daniel Farrell (right) won the gold medal in his age 
and weight, Daniel Simkins (left) the silver.  This makes 
them some of the best boxers at their age in the whole 
country!

Our congratulations to both boys on their 
achievements, and we look forward to hearing more 
about their sporting successes in the future.

Boxing successes

The LRC provided a reading challenge ‘don’t judge a book by its cover’, for 
students to take books home without knowing what they were going to read.  
The selection of books was provided by BookTrust and included the titles The 
Bone Sparrow, Stargazing for Beginners, and Running on the Roof of the World.

30 students participated in the challenge, they had two weeks to read the 
book and complete a quiz. Congratulations to Cara Butler, Iris Knudsen, Oliver 
Cubbin and Kayleigh Jones for completing the task before the allocated 
time and passing the quiz with flying colours.  A huge well done to all of the 
students that took part.

LRC Reading Challenge
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Science Week at The 
Bushey Academy

Working in partnership with 
The Purcell School for Young Musicians

Students greatly enjoyed science week, participating 
in a number of activities including daily challenges 
and a form group competition.

A particular highlight for all of us was the arrival of 
62 Year 6 children from Bushey Manor School who 
had an action packed session in our amazing Megalab 
with the help of science staff and our talented Sixth 
Form scientists.  Many of the children talked about 
how excited they were to be joining us in September 
and we look forward to welcoming them.

Selected Year 7 musicians have been participating 
in intense music workshops with The Purcell School 
Year 11 students.  Our final scheduled performance 
took place on Wednesday 14th March 2018.  

Regretfully the planned concert for parents was 
postponed due to unseasonal weather conditions 
but we hope to rearrange the concert at The 
Purcell School, and indeed we are also planning a 
performance in our own theatre for students and 
parents during the summer term.

Well done to the following students who all 
received really enthusiastic feedback from their Year 
11 mentors at The Purcell School:

Georgina Downie, Jasmin Simsek, Otilia Ciobanu, 
Kyran Parekh, Gowri Prabodh, Emmanuel Ndobagala, 
Angela Cervellera, Renee Parks, Mackenzie Gilbert, 
Charlie Neville-Rolfe, Janvi Shah, Oliver Cubbin



There is clear link between good attendance and achievement. Research shows that for 
every 17 days missed from school your GCSE grades will go down by 1 grade. 

How do YOU measure up?

Attendance during one 
school year

Equals – days absent Which is approximately 
weeks absent

Which means this 
number of lessons missed

95% 9 days 2 weeks 60 lessons

90% 19 days 4 weeks 120 lessons

85% 29 days 6 weeks 180 lessons

80% 38 days 8 weeks 240 lessons

75% 48 days 10 weeks 300 lessons

70% 57 days 11.5 weeks 345 lessons

65% 67 days 13.5 weeks 405 lessons

Attendance Matters
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The Bushey Academy, London Road, Bushey,  
Hertfordshire WD23 3AA

Tel: 020 8950 9502 
Fax: 020 8420 4038

Email: admin@thebusheyacademy.org
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CONTACT INFO

KEY DATES 2018 DATE FROM DATE TO

Summer Term Monday 16 April 2018 Friday 27 July 2018

May Bank Holiday Monday 7 May 2018

GCSE and GCE exams commence Monday 14 May 2018

May Half Term Monday 28 May 2018 Friday 1 June 2018

Summer Holiday Monday 30 July 2018 Tuesday 4 September 2018

A Level/AS Level results day Thursday 16 August 2018

GCSE results day Thursday 23 August 2018

Staff Inset Training Days Monday 3 September 2018 Tuesday 4 September 2018

Start of Autumn Term for Year 7 and Year 12 only Wednesday 5 September 2018 Friday 21 December 2018

Start of Autumn Term for remaining/all Year Groups Thursday 6 September 2018 Friday 21 December 2018

October Half Term Monday 29 October 2018 Friday 2 November 2018

Christmas Holiday Monday 24 December 2018 Monday 7 January 2019

Congratulations to the Year 9 boys’ Basketball team 
who won their league, winning 5 games out of 5 and 
finishing the season with a 39-33 win against the Year 
7 champions.   Our Year 7 and Year 8 teams have also 
been playing well despite some unforeseen match 
cancellations.

Rugby has been going very well at the academy, our 
Year 8 boys’ team have won every game they have 
played so far.  Our Year 7 team are playing with great 
passion and enthusiasm and improving all the time. 
The U13 girl’s rugby team have shown impressive 
commitment and effort resulting in an overall 3rd 
place at the District tournament, having beaten 
teams with much more experienced players.   This is 
particularly pleasing as none of the girls played rugby 
outside of school, we are hoping now that some of 
them will develop their talent by joining local rugby 
clubs.

The Year 8 Boys Handball team secured 3rd place in 
the County Finals, a great achievement.

The U13 and U15 girls’ Football teams have both 
secured many victories this term, the U15 team 
reached the quarter final of the County Football 
competition but were knocked out during extra time.

Year 7 and 8 Netball matches have suffered as a 
result of the poor weather but the teams managed to 
secure victory over Westfield, Francis Combe Academy 
Bushey Meads and Croxley Danes in the league. The 
Year 8 team also performed very well in the District 
tournament coming a credible 4th overall. The Year 
7 Netball tournament has been rescheduled and we 
hope to have more good news to share in the summer 
newsletter.  

Participation in after school clubs has reached a 
record high and students who have attended the 
most enrichment clubs in both the autumn and spring 
terms are being given the opportunity to attend the 
Women’s FA Cup Final. 

Next half term we have a range of clubs on again 
for boys and girls, all year groups welcome.  After 
school activities run from 3.05pm to 4pm:

If you are interested in any of the clubs that run 
after school, please have a chat with a member of 
the PE department, or check out the twitter page:  
@BusheyAcademyPE.  

Details regarding cricket, rounders, tennis and 
athletics fixtures will also be updated on twitter.

Sporting Achievements

Monday GCSE Badminton (lunchtime) 
Football

Tuesday Tennis

Wednesday Athletics

Thursday Cricket

Friday Basketball  
GCSE Dance


