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We have had an excellent term here at The Bushey 
Academy and this newsletter gives you just a flavour 
of the great events that have taken place, highlighting 
the incredibly talented young people that we have 
at the school. One of my many great memories was 
seeing my first House Music evening and being amazed 
by the quality on show. It was a pleasure to co-judge 
this special evening with Alison Cox, a senior tutor at 
the prestigious Purcell School for Young Musicians. 
Alison works with some of the finest young musicians 
in the world and she was full of praise for our students. 
It is always lovely to hear compliments for our children 
from external experts. Music at the academy is a 
real strength, and this was also showcased only last 
week with our annual carol singing at Bushey Station, 
raising £428.77 for Herts Inclusive Theatre. I know the 
commuters were delighted to hear our students giving 
them beautiful renditions of some classic carols, and I 
was very proud when I went along to see them.

When it comes to raising money for charity, I was 
thrilled by the efforts of students and staff in 
November for our Children In Need day. The first full 
non-school uniform day in the academy’s history, and 
other assorted activities raised over £1300, a superb 
result. This idea of putting others before one’s self was 
also evident in the incredible World Challenge trip to 
India. This life changing experience for the students 
who went on the trip enabled them to improve the 
lives of others.

I was delighted by our Open Evening earlier in the 
term. 1,200 people came through the doors and the 
feedback from both parents and Year 6 students was 
incredibly positive. This was followed up by many 
parent tours during the working day. The academy 
is once again over subscribed for September 2018. 
Our new ‘Parent Partners’ group has recently had its 
first meeting and it was fantastic to work with such 
supportive parents. 

Our new Year 7s have made a great start. Their energy 
and enthusiasm is infectious and it is clear that they 
are a group of young people with bright futures. The 
same can be said for the older students too. Year 11 
have responded very well to the challenges of such 
a crucial year and showed a very positive attitude 
towards the recent mock exams. Our 6th form 
continues to thrive and our applications to Russell 
Group universities are the highest ever this year. We 
also have our first ever Oxbridge applicant. Needless 
to say we are incredibly proud of all of our students 
here at The Bushey Academy.

May I take this opportunity to thank the students, 
staff, governors and the MET for their hard work this 
term. I wish everyone involved with the academy a 
very merry Christmas and a successful 2018. I hope 
that you enjoy this newsletter.

 
Jon Hebblethwaite 
Principal

Message from the Principal

Year 12 and Year 13 Spanish A Level students attended the Spanish 
play “La Casa de Bernarda Alba” in the Cervantes Spanish Theatre in 
London during November. At the end of the performance, students 
had the opportunity to converse with one of the actresses which 
gave them invaluable tips to improve their Spanish literature 
analysis. It was a productive and enjoyable evening, and one we’d 
like to repeat very soon.

Trip to Cervantes Spanish 
Theatre in London
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In October students from Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 took 
part in a school expedition programme with World 
Challenge to Kerala, South India. 

Our students were responsible for all aspects of the 
trip, from fundraising for the local project, to managing 
the daily budgets for hotels, food and travel, and 
developing their leadership, teamwork and decision-
making skills.

The trip was broken down into four phases: 
Acclimatisation, Project, Trek, Rest & Relaxation.

During the acclimatisation phase the students 
completed tasks such as buying a local mobile phone, 
exchanging money, confirming bookings and working 
together to plan the itinerary for the important 
Rest & Relaxation phase!  Roles were assigned and 
accountants were selected to manage the budget - 
leaving the group leaders with very little to do.

The Project Phase offered a unique opportunity for 
the students to immerse themselves into the local 
community; rising early and travelling by public 
transport to a small school on the other side of town, 
the students were tasked with completing a project to 
build a kitchen at a local school.  Earlier in the year 
other teams had laid the foundations and erected 
the building and our students were tasked with 
installing windows and doors, plastering, chiselling and 
supporting with the tiling of floors and walls.  Students 
project-managed every aspect of this, employing 
labourers from the local community to advise and 
train the students (and add the finishing touches), 
sourcing materials and negotiating prices and rates 
with shopkeepers and tradesmen.   

In addition to the work carried out on the kitchen and 
with funds raised by our students they were able to 
buy and pay for the installation of five ceiling fans and 
purchase much needed pens, paper and other ‘luxury’ 
items.

When not labouring on the project, our students 
were teaching in the classrooms, playing sport in the 
playground and teaching the children games.

At the end of this phase we were all sad to leave but 
were filled with a sense of pride that the work we had 
done would make a long-term difference to the school 
and its students.   

The Project Phase offered the students the opportunity 
to explore the beautiful hills of Munnar in the Western 

Ghats and trek through the tea and spice plantations 
of Kerala. Accompanied by porters and cooks the 
students pulled together as a team to ensure everyone 
made it back to base camp each evening, surviving 
the blood-sucking leeches and wild elephants which 
roamed nearby.

At the end of an exhausting ten days the team allowed 
themselves a little luxury relaxing on a houseboat 
as they explored the lakes and canals of the Kerala 
backwaters and relaxing in the warm Arabian Sea by 
the beaches of Mararikulam.

It was a most incredible experience, and the efforts of 
our students have made us all feel proud to belong.

World Challenge 
Expedition, 
Kerala South India

Congratulations to the following Year 7 and Year 8 students who recently received their Star Reading Award from the LRC.

Star Reading Awards

Year 7: 
Tyler Squibb
Liam Humphreys
Jonny Kalhor
Samuel Derizzio Smith
Bradley Grey
Megan Brown

Jack Mc Dermott
Joe O’Leary
Emma Westrop Jimenez
Letitia Moreanu
Kai Fernandes

Year 8:
Stefan Chitic
Grace McMullen
Mercedes Harris
Aakash Patel
Jessica Ingram
Amber Hine

Cara Butler
Aliesha Hussain
Isabella Doherty
Iris Knudsen
Obed Yeboah
Hannah Mokhtari



www.thebusheyacademy.org

The Bushey Academy annual House Music event was 
once again a showstopper. The theatre was packed  
with parents, governors, staff and invited guests 
and all were impressed by the high standard of  the 
performers who ranged from Year 7 to Year 13.  The 
invited Head Judge, Alison Cox from the world famous 
Purcell School of Music had nothing but praise for 
the children and the academy.  A huge well done to 
everyone that took part in, or who supported this 
incredible event. 

House Music Competition Results:

Best Instrumentalist:  Hannah Mokhtari

Best KS3 Soloist:  Charlie Taverner 

Best KS4 Soloist:  Kiana Khaleghi

Best Composer:  Leon Morina

Best House Band  WHITTLE “Believer” 

Overall House Winner: WHITTLE

House Music
Students excelled at The Bushey Academy for 
Children in Need raising in excess of £1300.  
Activities organised by the Sixth Form student 
leadership team included a Cycling Challenge 
and Guess the Name of the bear all wrapped 
up within a non-uniform day.  We are delighted 
with the enthusiasm and effort our students and 
staff have displayed to raise money for Children 
in Need, it was a great effort all round and the 
students clearly enjoyed the day.

Children in Need

At the academy we want parents and carers 
to know they have a voice. We have therefore 
launched ‘Parent Partners’. Regular meetings 
will take place throughout the year, with a view 
to giving parents and carers the opportunity 
to contribute to wider discussions about the 
academy, encompassing views on education, 
enrichment, ethos etc.

A big thank you to all who attended our first parent 
partners meeting on Thursday 24 November. The 
topic of our first discussion was ‘Homework’. Lots 
of ideas were shared and actions arose from the 
meeting which are underway.

A date for the next Parent Partners meeting will 
be published soon.

Parent Partners



It’s been a busy time for The Bushey Arena 
with Bollywood Music events, Ballet shows,  
Bar-Mitzvahs, Bat-Mitvahs, a concert by The Bushey 
Symphony Orchestra, Mehndi parties, Diwali events 
and a Las Vegas themed wedding reception!!

If you’re interested in booking any of 
the facilities on offer from The Bushey 
Arena, please check out our facebook page  
www.facebook.com/TheBusheyArena, 
website: thebusheyarena.communitybookings.co.uk 
or telephone 020 8955 7897. 

Please ensure your child 
attends school every day and 
that they arrive in plenty of 
time.  Students are welcome 
onsite from 7.45am.  Free 
toast is available if they 
haven’t had time for 
breakfast at home.  Students should be in 
correct uniform and have all the equipment 
they need for the day.

Good attendance at the academy will be 
rewarded, and our congratulations to Year 7 
who are currently top of the table for 100% 
attendance!

The Bushey ArenaAttendance Matters
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The Bushey Academy, London Road, Bushey,  
Hertfordshire WD23 3AA

Tel: 020 8950 9502 
Fax: 020 8420 4038

Email: admin@thebusheyacademy.org
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CONTACT INFO

KEY DATES 2018 DATE FROM DATE TO

Christmas Holiday Monday 18 December 2017 Tuesday 2 January 2018

First day of Spring Term Wednesday 3 January 2018 Thursday 29 March 2018

February Half Term Monday 12 February 2018 Friday 16 February 2018

INSET Day (closed to students) Monday 19 February 2018

Easter Holiday Friday 30 March 2018 Friday 13 April 2018

First day of Summer Term Monday 16 April 2018 Friday 27 July 2018

May Bank Holiday Monday 7 May 2018

May Half Term Monday 28 May 2018 Friday 1 June 2018

The U13 girls rugby team entered their first rugby 
tournament this half term and had a very successful 
day. The girls played 6 games - won 3, drew 2 and lost 
1. Delight Kwakye played brilliantly throughout and 
was named player of the tournament - well done to all 
the girls who took part. 

The girls have also had lots of football and netball 
fixtures over the term with plenty of good results 
including a 5 - 0 victory over Croxley Danes in the U13 
football and were very unlucky to lose in the quarter-
final of the U13 football County Cup in extra time to 
John Warner school.

Lots of netball and football fixtures coming up before 

and after Christmas so keep coming to training and 
look out for team sheets in the PE office window and 
on our PE twitter page: @BusheyAcademyPE.

Year 7 Boys made it to the semi final of the Watford 
District Football 5-a-side Tournament, losing on 
penalties. They are also through to the third round of 
the County Cup after a 3-2 win v Turnford School.

The Year 8 Boys football team are also through to the 
third round of the County Cup in football after beating 
Dame Alice Owens and the Year 8 Boys Rugby Team 
won 4 games in the rugby festival.

We had 7 boys selected to represent the Watford 

District Football Teams: Daniel Farrell, Lewis Mead, Jay 
Ingham, Jake Morris, Ollie Brown, Kyle Galloway and 
Harry Debenham.  Competing at this level involves the 
best players from 18 schools in Watford.  All three of 
our teams of Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10 boys stayed 
undefeated all season. 

All of our cross country teams this year have put in a 
great effort. Poppy O’Sullivan in Year 8 came 10th out 
of a field of 130 girls.

If you are interested in any of the clubs that run 
after school, have a chat with a member of the 
PE department, or check out the twitter page:  
@BusheyAcademyPE

Sporting Achievements


