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Message from 
the Principal 
The end of the Spring term is upon 
us and, for me, it is a particularly 
important time. This is my final 
entry in the newsletter as Principal 
of The Bushey Academy and, while 
I am excited about the next stage 
in my own career, I am sad to be 
leaving a school I have been so 
involved with since its inception. 
The last eight years have been 
hugely exciting and rewarding, and I will take with me many 
happy memories.

Time moves on though, and I am very pleased that the academy has secured the 
services of Mr Hebblethwaite to be my successor. I have been fortunate to spend 
a good deal of time with him this half-term to ensure a smooth handover, and look 
forward to seeing the academy develop and flourish under his leadership.

Next half-term will, as always, be very busy with exam preparation, and Year 11 
and Sixth Form students are already hard at work getting ready for the summer. 
Meanwhile, School of Rock preparations are well underway, and a whole host of 
other events are lined up, including Sports Day, Enterprise Week, 
the AtL Awards Ceremony and Proud to Belong Week. Another 
term full of activity awaits the academy. 

I will finish by saying thank you to parents, students, staff, governors 
and everyone else I have had the pleasure of working with during 
my time at The Bushey Academy. You have made this a very special 
place, and one which I am immensely proud to have been a part of.

Andrew Hemmings 
Principal
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House Drama

Pancake Day

It was a sell-out audience at the House Drama event 
earlier this year.  The four Houses performed their 
interpretations of Brothers Grimm fairy tales. 
Hard work and teamwork shone through each 
wonderful performance as the students ended 
their long five month rehearsal process. With clever, 
witty and very high quality performances, Edison took 
the stage first with their rendition of Rumpelstiltskin, 
resulting in Amelia Dowley taking the prize for Best 
Supporting Actress. Next up were Babbage with their interpretation 
of the Fisherman and His Wife. This outstanding performance received a total of four awards! Josh Twaites 
walked away with Best Supporting Actor, Amy Staiano was awarded (joint) Best Actress, whilst the dynamic 
duo of Megan Seymour and Bradley Skeggs received the award for Best Directors.

Marconi’s Harry Goad took the award for Best Actor and (joint) Best Actress went to Fleur Scozzafava for 
their fantastic leading roles in the recreation of Hansel and Gretel. Two students from Whittle House, Daniel 

Baulch and Daniel Brand, walked away with the awards for Best Script Writers for Whittle’s adaptation of 
The Golden Goose. 

Thanks to students for their incredibly hard work and a big well done 
to Babbage House, who walked away from the evening with Best 
House Play. 

Earlier in March, Cucina put on a great show with a 
‘Pop-up’ Pancake Kitchen for students and staff.  It 
was a great success and proceeds will be shared with 
our chosen charity, Watford New Hope.
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Why we are ‘Proud to belong’

Young boxers from across the country went head-to-head at Feltham 
College in London last weekend in the biggest annual national event in the 
youth boxing calendar.

Year 9 student Daniel 
Farrell took the 
54-kilogram Schoolboy 
Title in only his eighth 
ever fight. He has been 
tipped by Coach James 
Gentry to Achieve even 
greater success in this 
very competitive sport.

During half term a group of Year 12 & 13 students who study Spanish 
went to Spain on work experience.  Students gained valuable insight into 
working practices in a very different environment and were able to use 
their understanding of the language to great effect.

The Bushey Academy Newsletter

Purcell School of Music
Our Gifted and Talented Year 7 musicians have been involved 
in a succession of workshops at the Purcell School on alternate 
Wednesdays over recent months, with all their efforts culminating in 
a final performance on Wednesday 15 March 2017. The performances 
were open to the public as part of The Purcell School’s Community 
Festival. Other local schools were also represented at the event and 
outstanding performances from our students secured the following 
medals:

• Gold Medal in the Duo Round (most progressed and improved – 
Stevie Farrell on Guitar)

• Bronze Medal in the Duo Round (most able – Hannah Mokthari on 
Piano and Ido Lang on Guitar)

• Silver Medals in the Ensemble Round – Myles Huie on Piano, Charlie 
Vale on Drums, Kayleigh Jones on Piano, Maizie Nunes on Piano 
and Ido Lang on Guitar, playing ‘We Are Number 1’ a composition 
written through group work.

The famous Hilary Hahn (Violinist) was special guest speaker and 
judge on the night.



4

The Bushey Academy,  
London Road, Bushey,  
Hertfordshire WD23 3AA

http://thebusheyacademyprincipalsblog.
blogspot.co.uk/

Tel: 020 8950 9502

Fax: 020 8420 4038

admin@thebusheyacademy.org@

Rotary Competition

Year 7 District Cup Final Winners

This month, the academy once again hosted the Annual Rotary Tournament. The 
students were tasked with building a vehicle which had to travel a certain distance 
and move obstacles out of the way. 

All the teams did extremely well. The academy Year 9 group missed out on 1st 
place by one point and came 2nd out of 10 schools, beating Merchant Taylors, 
Parmiters, St Helen’s, Queens’ and Bushey Meads.

Year 9 Team:
Bela Fistric
Abigail Gullen-Grieve
Archie Impey
Lewis Smith

Year 10 Team:
Dakshine Lutchumon
Chloe Maddox
Daniel Sosnowski
Ben Stokoe.

District Cup Final Squad:
1. Billy Harmon
2. Bogdan Marian
3. Bradley Tannian
4. Charlie Henderson
5. Fletcher Chandler
6. Harry Debenham
7. Jake Morris

8. Josh Gale
9. Karn’ye Grant Bolyia
10. Kyle Galloway
11. Max Deschamps
12. Ollie Brown
13. Tommy Botwright
14. Tyler Hart

Thursday 16 March was the final of the District Cup. The Bushey Academy had beaten 
Bushey Meads and League winners Parmiters on the way to the final and found themselves 
up against Queens’ School. 

The boys started off well putting a few nice passes together, but struggled to get many shots 
off at goal.  Queens’ had a few half chances from set pieces to break the deadlock and it 
took a great save from Josh Gale coming off his line to deny the Queens’ striker.  However, 
it was Queens’ that scored the first goal of the game after about 20 minutes of the first half. 

The academy reacted well, to going 1-0 down and defended well with both teams reaching 
half time with the score still at 1-0.

Into the second half and the academy started this half just like they had the first. Ollie 
Brown had the first chance of the second half, unleashing a thunderous shot from 25 yards 
out, which cannoned back after hitting the bar. This was a sign of things to come.

Soon after hitting the bar, the woodwork again came to the opposition’s rescue. This time an in swinging corner from Bogdan Marian was met by 
the head of Harry Debenham, but his effort was kept out by the bar.

The boys kept on pushing for the equaliser and finally a fantastic through ball enabled 
Charlie Henderson to slot the ball calmly under the keeper, to draw the game level.

A goalmouth scramble followed in the opponent’s box and somehow the ball was kept 
out, then, moments later, a similar situation occurred, but this chance was not to be 
missed and Ollie Brown smashed the ball into the back of the net to make it 2-1, to 
the academy. The students showed some excellent game management and held out 
for a brilliant 2-1 win and brought the Trophy back to the academy for the first time 
ever! What an outstanding performance.
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KEY DATES 2017 DATE FROM DATE TO

EASTER Monday 3 April 2017 Monday 17 April 2017

FIRST DAY OF SUMMER TERM Tuesday 18 April 2017

BANK HOLIDAY Monday 1 May 2017

SUMMER HALF TERM Monday 29 May 2017 Friday 2 June 2017 

SPORTS DAY Thursday 20 July 2017

SUMMER HOLIDAY Wednesday  26 July 2017 Friday 1 September 2017 

FIRST DAY OF AUTUMN TERM Years 7,9,11 & 12 Monday 4 September 2017

FIRST DAY OF AUTUMN TERM Years 8,10 & 13 Tuesday 5 September 2017

OCTOBER HALF TERM Monday 16 October 2017 Friday 27 October 2017

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY Monday 18 December 2017 Wednesday 2 January 2018

FIRST DAY OF SPRING TERM Wednesday 3 January 2018


