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To provide a curriculum with academic rigour which is delivered consistently and effectively to stretch and 

challenge every learner.  This is underpinned by the development of skills, knowledge and understanding in 

English and mathematics, affording students the opportunity to access all other subjects at every level.  Our 

curriculum builds on the foundations laid down at Key Stage 2 and prepares learners for the demands of Key 

Stage 5. We work collaboratively with a shared pedagogical practice to enhance the daily lived curriculum 

experience of the young people at Duke’s producing creative, resilient and successful adults.  

Subject Intent 

PE In the PE department we strive for a fun, engaging and relevant education for all our students. 

During lessons and extra curricular clubs we give all our young people ample platforms to shine 

and build skills to reach all their aspirations.  

Expressive 

Arts and 

Technology 

Curriculum 

Intent 

The Arts and Technology curriculum at Duke’s Aldridge Academy underpins a commitment to 

high quality provision that inspires a strong, and vibrant Arts and Technology presence. It 

recognises that the Arts and Technology will educate the whole child by building confidence 

and physical co-ordination. It will develop oracy skills, critical thinking and problem solving 

whilst enabling students to question the world around them.  

The Arts and Technology Curriculum at Duke’s will cultivate talent by providing an 

inspirational, inclusive platform for our students to develop and show case their skills. Through 

studying Arts and Technology at Duke’s our students will see that the creative industries are a 

viable career option beyond secondary education. 

Drama The intent of drama is to afford students a space for artistic expression, the acquisition of 

knowledge and skills and exploration of the world around them. The dual pillars of drama as an 

art form in its own right and a vehicle for exploration is experienced with equal weight.  

English We study English in order to understand how and why writers write and to become effective, 

confident and articulate communicators ourselves. We learn how to express ourselves with 

clarity and sophistication using a range of vocabulary and language devices. We develop 

increasingly sophisticated strategies for identifying writers’ intentions and the way in which 

their writing is influenced by literary, cultural and historical contexts.  

MFL We study French and Spanish in order develop an appreciation and passion for the language 

and culture of countries where these languages are spoken. We develop the ability to express 

ourselves clearly and precisely, and through the learning of languages, celebrate and make links 

between the range of languages spoken within our school community. We also have the 

opportunity to sit GCSEs in a range of home-languages spoken at Duke’s. 

PSHEe The intent of the PSHEe curriculum is to equip all students with knowledge, understanding, 

attitudes and practical skills to live healthy, safe, productive, fulfilled, capable and responsible 

lives. Students will be encouraged to be enterprising and supported to make effective 

transitions, take part in positive learning and career choices and in managing your finances 

effectively.  Students will be enabled to reflect on and clarify students own values and attitudes 

and explore the complex and sometimes conflicting range of values and attitudes students may 

encounter now and in the future. 

British 

Values  

 

The aim of Duke’s Aldridge Academy is to ensure all students leave school at the end of Year 

11 prepared for life in modern Britain.  British Values will be embedded into the curriculum 

throughout the Academy: democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and 

tolerance. Aspects of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural learning is covered in PSHEe and 

throughout the curriculum to ensure student have a well-rounded approach to their learning. 

Humanities 

Curriculum 

Intent 

 

The aim of the Humanities Faculty is to teach engaging high quality lessons, give effective 

feedback and get all students to make progress and achieve within our subject areas. In doing 

so, we aim to enrich our students lives by instilling a sense of wonder and place so that they 

are able to understand the world and their place in it. The Humanities: Geography, History, RE 

and Sociology, ensure students are truly human in the best sense of the word: curious and well 

informed about the world and people around them.  Students will build skills in writing and 

critical reading. All Humanities students need to ask questions about what they are learning and 

to think analytically about questions they are asked, drawing from a range of information to 

support their views.  



History 

Curriculum 

Intent 

 

We are committed to providing a history curriculum which enables students to understand 

where they have come from and what has already happened, so that they are equipped with 

the tools needed to change what happens next. History will provide students with the skills of 

historical enquiry so that they are able to confidently explore the past. We understand that 

history is a discipline that is not just about the past, but also offers us invaluable insights to the 

present. We are committed to making History relevant, stimulating and exciting - to bring our 

subject alive. 

Science To provide a curriculum with academic rigour, delivered consistently to support and challenge 

students of all abilities and aspirations to achieve scientific excellence. 

Students will be provided with opportunities to explore and develop knowledge, skills and 

understanding relevant to practical scientific work, analytical writing and mathematical 

solutions.  

The foundations acquired at KS2 will be reinforced and developed on at KS3 in order to 

provide a seamless and successful transition of students to KS4 and beyond, regardless of their 

chosen pathways. 

Science students at Duke's will be able to demonstrate: knowledge and skills in Science at 

and/or above their age related expectations, improve their ability to solve real life problems 

and to think critically. These are central to the improved quality of their lives as a whole. 

Maths To provide a curriculum that meets the needs of all students, enabling progress at all stages 

with stronger emphasis on stretch and challenge. 

Students will be provided with a range of techniques that they can apply to a variety of 

situations in order to solve problems in different contexts. 

We aim to build on knowledge and skills acquired at Key Stage 2 and carefully guide and 

prepare them through to Key Stage 4 in order to succeed in their exams at GCSE and to also 

lay a stronger foundation for Key Stage 5. 

Whether or not they decide to pursue the subject beyond KS4, they would have gathered 

enough knowledge and skills to improve their ability to solve real life problems and to think 

critically which are central to an improved quality of their lives as a whole. 

Geography Geography will give students a rounded view and an understanding of how the world works 

from a variety of perspectives: - Science, History, Politics, Current Affairs, and Economics to 

Sociology. The Geography curriculum intent is to focus on real world issues and make them 

relatable to students.  We aim to equip students to be ready for their examinations but also 

giving them broader geographical skills, knowledge and understanding of Geography to be 

successful.  All Geography students will further develop the skills of: problem solving, report 

writing, spatial awareness, social & environmental awareness and data handling, amongst others. 

RE Religious education contributes to student’s education in schools by provoking challenging 

questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about God, ultimate reality, issues of 

right and wrong and what it means to be human. We intend to improve student’s religious 

literacy, critical thinking skills and open mind to different world views.  The RE curriculum 

intent is for students to learn about and from religions and worldviews in local, national 

and global contexts, to discover, explore and consider different answers to a range of 

questions. Our intent is give students a greater understanding of different faiths and points 

of view. We hope to broaden their mind and to create greater tolerance through better 

understanding of different faiths. 

Sociology Sociology is the study of society, how we organise/act in groups and the implications of social 

structures. The intent of the Sociology curriculum will be for all students to understand how 

human action shapes and is shaped by cultural and social structures in society. Students need to 

be curious and critical about how class, gender, race, age all impact our interactions and 

experiences within different structures. 

Students will be open minded, critical and reflective in their thinking.  Students will develop 

exam and essay writing skills to highlight what they have learnt and draw critical conclusions. 

Students will gain a range of transferable skills including: research, analytical and 

communication.    

Computer 

Science 

To provide students with a curriculum that underpins the foundational principles of how 

computers and computer systems work, and practices of computation and computational 

thinking. This knowledge and understanding will enable them to progress at all Key Stages and 

apply the academic principles learnt to real-world systems and for the creation of purposeful 



innovations in the future. 

Students will be provided with a solid grounding in computational thinking which will develop 

and hone powerful techniques such as analysing, modelling and problem-solving which will 

better equip them to function in modern society. They will be exposed to real-world problems 

and given the opportunity to decompose problems to find working solutions.  Students will also 

be taught programming skills to equip them to create programs, systems and be digitally 

literate.   

The skills and knowledge students will obtain from our Computer Science curriculum will 

enable them to advance to key stage 5 and prepare them for their future employment.  

Art The study of Art and Design covers a wide range of processes which allows students to 

develop a broad set of practical skills and an understanding of both historical and contemporary 

Art practise. 

The Art and Design Curriculum at Duke’s Aldridge Academy aims to engage and  inspire 

students  whilst equipping them with the knowledge, skills and confidence to explore, develop 

and create their own works of art . 

 Through research into other artists, students are encouraged to think critically and develop an 

understanding of how art both reflects and shapes history and culture. Students respond to 

project briefs by taking ownership of their work through the independent development of their 

ideas. 

Textiles The study of Textiles focuses on designing and making a wide variety of textile products. 

Students are encouraged to develop their own personal interests and skills using textiles 

creatively. Learners studying Textiles will gain opportunities to develop both artistic and 

technical skills that they will find valuable throughout their lives.  

Through the study of Textiles at Duke’s Aldridge Academy, students will learn, practise and 

develop a variety of techniques. Learners will research artists and designers in order to inspire 

their own design work and develop their ideas through to a final product.  Through the process 

of working towards their final product, students are encouraged to use a range of skills to 

develop their problem solving and critical thinking skills. 

Design 

technology 

Studying Design and Technology includes the use of a broad range of knowledge, skills and 

understanding, and prompts engagement in a wide variety of activities. Pupils design and make 

products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts. Through evaluation 

of past and present Design and Technology, they develop a critical understanding of its impact 

on daily life and the wider world. 

The Design and Technology Curriculum at Duke’s Aldridge Academy will be inspiring, rigorous 

and practical whilst preparing our young people to live and work in the designed made world. 

Food 

technology 

The Food curriculum at Duke’s Aldridge Academy underpins a commitment to high quality 

provision of teaching and learning to deliver a good understanding and skills which pupils in Key 

Stages 3 and 4 would be taught in relation to cooking, nutrition and healthy eating.  

The food curriculum aims to equip students with the knowledge, understanding and skills 

required to apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. Thus encouraging 

young people to cook and enable them to make informed decisions about a wide range of 

further learning opportunities and career pathways as well as develop vital life skills that enable 

them to feed themselves and others affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life. 

Media 

Studies 

Media Studies is the most relevant subject for the 21st Century. With the constant changes in 

technology, advances in how we communicate across the world and the advent of ‘fake news’ it 

is essential for young people to understand how to converse safely and securely.   

 

The Media Studies curriculum not only allows young people the opportunity to explore, analyse 

and understand how the Media works, but also allows them to apply their knowledge and 

understanding in creating their own media texts. 

 

They will develop knowledge and understanding in how and why audiences consume media 

texts, how media industries target audiences and produce content aimed at them as well as 

learning how to use video cameras, editing equipment and learning photographic styles. 

 


