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Inspire to Excel

STUDENT VOICE  

A big thank you to council members who assisted the PE department with 
the fundraising ‘Sponge the teacher’ event back in April for Comic Relief.  

Students are keen to show their support for this charity in future and hope to 
promote a number of fun events next March.

At the start of the Summer Term, council members met with staff from 
the catering team to review their first year at Duke’s.  Students fedback 

their views on provision as well as gave suggestions for improvements.  Top 
suggestions for consideration were to have more themed days, a suggestion 

box in Purple Diner, a greater variety of dishes to reflect the different 
cultures within the academy, a clearer pricing structure, bigger portion sizes, 
milk alternatives for lactose intolerant students, softer baps, different fillings 

for sandwiches/rolls, water jugs on tables, smoothies and ice lollies for the 
Summer and to be able to mix and match food items from set meal dinners.  

Students wanted better advertising of the food menu and suggested using the 
TV’s on Purple Lane to promote daily menus. Hot snacks at break continue to 
be popular.  However, students complained that these often ran out therefore 

would like to see greater quantities made available daily. 

Students were less keen on crusty baguettes, the small carton juice boxes (as 
many students often purchase 2), the small salad and fruit pots and fizzy water.  

Suggestions from the year teams included fundraising for a Year 11 
Leavers’ book, more challenges and competitions outside of school, free Wifi 
access, a return of end of year trips, more drop down days and Humanotopia 
type workshops and a Summer Fete across the academy to raise money for a 

chosen charity.

School council members selected winners for the Jack Petchey Spring 
and Summer Awards.  The following were chosen – Hamda Mohamed 
(10K), Sarantis Koulis (11S ), Tia Nicholls (7T), Tarek  Berouijel  (7H),  

Wallace Andrade – Pinto (10J), and Karima Khanom (8G).  These 
students will all be invited to the prestigious Annual Jack Petchey Awards 

ceremony at the Bernie Grant Centre in September.  Reasons for their 
nominations include excellent progress in English acquisition, progress on 

the accelerated reader programme, involvement in the extra -curricular 
programme, including the academy’s show, assisting others and for being 

positive role models amongst their peers. Students donated their £250 prize 
money to the Library, Science, Maths, Textiles, PE, and to the Year 11 Prom. 

Funding will be used to purchase new books for the library for students with 
dyslexia, specialist embroidery threads for Textiles, 100 Revision guides for 

Maths as well as equipment / resources for PE and Science.  

Council members hope to be re-elected next year to continue  
their good work on behalf of the academy.

Ms J. Thompson

I enjoy contributing 
towards school issues and 

making changes.  I like 
having a voice which I 

don’t have anywhere else.

DESHAUN  
GORDON 9

“

”

The ideas from the School 
Council are taken into 

consideration. It is good to have 
this responsibility as students 
come to us with ideas that they 
would like us to discuss on their 

behalf in meetings

NANA BEDIAKO 8K

“

”

I enjoy discussing the 
matters of the school and 
helping to make decisions

SAHAR NASIR 9V

“

”

UPLIFTERS VISIT ROTTERDAM

As part of  the 5 year Lift creative Arts project  
2 students in Year 9, Ruya and Rueben were given an 
oppourtunity to travel to Rotherdam to work with 
their ‘sister project’ to jointly create a performance 
which would be included in the Kunstblok Festival. 
Programme organisers for Lift Alice and Darren 
supported the students with their performance  
which was delivered in a flower shop!

Ruya:
“Some people forget to meditate so it’s important to 
remind people to meditate more often.  The project 
was about Remembrance Day in Holland and we 
decided to create a meditation piece with Dutch  
and English kids. 
 
We were teaching each other some language.   
We all came together for a piece in a flower shop  
and within one day, we created a performance together.  
Sometimes the audience were shocked but then you 
got to see them enjoy it. First I was nervous and 
last time in London I didn’t perform because I was 
too nervous, but this time I realised I wasn’t scared 
anymore.”
               
Reuben:
“I prefer working with people I don’t know because 
in the future, I will be talking to people that I’ve never 
met before more often. I tried to make a way to 
communicate and I would point to something and talk 
slower. I connected with them and rolled with them.  
It was good experience as I want to be a politician.”

The Lift project gives the students opportunities to 
work with local artists, theatre companies and creates 
opportunities where they can develop their inter 
personal skills, independence, confidence and make 
friends!  The Uplifters also devised and performed 
three shows for the Lift Festival in June creating   
piece entitled ‘Night Walks with teenager which  
sold out every night!  Next year the Uplifters will  
have opportunites to join the creative artists on  
work experience.
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RAMADAN

Last month, students and staff at Dukes Academy observed  the 
holy month of Ramadan. It is a special month of the year for 

over 1 billion Muslims around the world. This involved Fasting 
from Sunrise to Sunset for 30 days. A large number of students 

spent their lunchtimes Praying in congregation, contemplating 
on how to better themselves and to show kindness and 

forgiveness to those around them. Despite the long hours and 
hot weather, both students and staff found the month very 

rewarding. It helped them to understand the needs of the poor 
and enhance their spiritual well being. 

At the end month, Muslims all over the world ended the holy 
month of Ramadan by celebrating the Islamic festival Eid-Ul-Fitr. 
The catering staff at Dukes Academy arranged a great lunch to 

celebrate with all staff and students!  

Ramadan made me more 
aware of my desires; I kept 
finding myself reaching out 

for things that I couldn’t 
have! It has definitely 
taught me self-control.

ZEINAB AHMED, 8S

Ramadan made me 
appreciate life and  

become closer to  
Allah (God)

SHUGRI ABDI, 9R

It gives you a taste of  
what poor people have to go 
through; they do not have 
food or oppotunities like 

we do.

OSMA SHEIKH, 9R 

CLASS OF 2013 - 2018  
LEAVING ASSEMBLY   

The 22nd June 2018 was an emotional end to some of the best years of 
our lives. Getting to see how we have all progressed, grown and changed 

over the years through Serkan’s wonderful video of our journey was 
truly memorable. Seeing other creations from our fellow students and 

tutors alike we can truly say that we have metamorphosed into beautiful 
butterflies as this piece of poetry by Julita in 11T shows:

SCHOOL NEWS “AN EVENING OF ELEGANCE & CLASS 
LEAVERS’ PROM”

The Regency Banqueting Suite was the venue for this year’s 
glittering Prom.  The class of 2013-18 put celebs to shame with 
their couture fashions and immaculate styling.  After a delicious 
three course meal we danced the night away to a selection of 
tunes ably spun by the DJ Recardo and MC Bailey (Whoop! 
Whoop!) Prom King and Queen crowned on the evening were 
the suave Serkan and lovely Londina.  A staff dance off was 
won by Mrs Akers and Mr Carrington - Justin Timberlake and 
Beyonce eat your hearts out- you could learn some moves from 
these two! It was a close call for Blessing who was awarded the 
best dressed female and Zaeem best dressed male.  A great time 
was had by approximately 200 staff, students and guests. Huge 
congratulations to Ms Bailey for organising such a spectacularly 
glamorous and memorable event.

A New Beginning
A set of mixed feelings flood my brain

I hope I can depict them in this quatrain
Delight, disarray, and even despair

Do you feel them too? Allow me to share.
It’s finally the end, after all these years

And I can’t help but let out tears
Nostalgia might be my best friend

But it’s been a while, so the memories blend
Remember Maths when we were little?

It was so easy, like popping a Skittle
Then algebra came roaring out of nowhere
But it’s over now, so it returned to its lair

English was my favourite always
Lesson after lesson, I could sit there for days

I’ll miss it dearly, that’s for sure
Life without Shakespeare will be such a bore!

Now, Science is a different issue
I’ll miss Biology, I need a tissue!

But Physics and Chemistry? Thank God they’re over!
Those who pass them have luck, they must have a clover

History was fascinating, never was it boring
Learning about the past was what I was adoring

I can admit it was difficult, it took immense revision
But it was definitely easier than practicing division
What could be better than Religious Education?

It’s so very important, uniting our nation
We learn about people’s beliefs and share our opinions

So we all don’t end up like a bunch of minions.

On behalf of the Class of 2013-2018, I would like to thank all staff and peers who have helped us along the way 
with our ups and downs.  A special thanks to the Principal and the Senior Leadership Team for their leadership 

and constant support; to our tutors for being there daily even when we are still half asleep and finally to our 
wonderful Achievement Coordinators, Assistant Achievement Coordinators and Pastoral Assistants past and 

present for never giving up and always believing in us. I leave you with some of the words shared by my tutor:

“Come to the edge, he said.
We are afraid, they said.

Come to the edge, he said.
They came to the edge,

He pushed them and they flew.”

Omar Pierre – Williams 11H4 5



ACTING SUCCESS AT DUKE’S 

Nana in year 8 has successfully landed a part in an upcoming 
feature film!  The talented drama student auditioned for a part in 
the upcoming prequel to the film ‘Pan’ and was given
a major role in the film.  Nana will be traveling to Los Angles over 
the summer to start filming.
This is a massive achievement for Nana as he’ll be working for a 
major film studio and with some big Hollywood names!  Watch this 
space for more information.  We all wish him every success with 
filming and WELL DONE NANA! Nana said:  “I feel very proud to 
have got this role.  I had a few auditions before this one for jobs I 
didn’t get but I stayed determined and doors were opened for me”.   
I’m just happy to be going back to the world of film – this is something I love!”

Mr Bawden

I have been a proud member of this 
school since it was Northumberland Park 
Community School in September 2010.

Over the years, I have become so proud of 
our students.  They remind me every day 
why I was drawn to teaching.  Whether it is 
their creativity, talent, inquisitive nature or 
the kindness and empathy they show to each 
other - they are truly amazing!

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of the members of staff who I have had the 
chance to work beside over the years. There 
is always someone to offer support, an ear or 
a smile when you need it.

More than anything, I would like to wish our  
students (especially 10J) the best of luck in 
their futures and to remind them to make 
choices that make them proud to be who 
they are every day.

Ms S MacDonald

DUKE’S ACADEMY  
INVESTS IN SUCCESS

Four of our year 7 students competed 
against four school teams from North 
London in the Competition which was 
hosted by First Investments in Finsbury 
Square.

Students were tasked to act as traders in 
the stock market.  They were given money 
on behalf of a fictional client with strong 
ethical beliefs and the team then invested 
their money.  Following the markets, they 
not only needed to turn a healthy profit 
but work closely as team to work out 
strategies as the markets fluctuated.   
They worked out how they could cope 
and support each other when investments 
didn’t go as planned.

Our team succeeded in winning, not only 
by making the best deals and increasing the 
value of the client’s investments, but also 
because they worked a team. Plaudits were 
given as they supported, listened to others 
ideas and solve problems together.  We 
were also the youngest team by far.

During the competition students had the 
opportunity see how First Investment 
company operated. Not only did they 
talk to the traders but research analysts, 
marketing executives and saw other 
important departments across the 
business.

Once again Duke’s students did us proud.

Ms D Liversidge 

SCHOOL NEWS

The person you will be in 
5 years is decided by the 

people you spend time with 
and the books you read 

today

JAY SHETTY

In January 2015 I joined (NPCS) Duke’s Aldridge  
Academy as an EAL teacher.  The moment I arrived  
for my first lesson, I realised that I had made the  
right decision.  Both the students and the staff made  
me feel welcome and at home. 

The staff and students in this school are very helpful, kind hearted and giving.  
I have gained so much knowledge from the staff and students.  I have had many  
incredible opportunities and great memories, which I will cherish for the rest of my life.  
I thoroughly enjoyed teaching EAL and I never had a dull moment.  Every year, it was extremely 
rewarding to see students learning English and reaching their educational and personal goals. 
The Imax Trip with the differentiation team, the year 11 proms, my year 11 ESOL classes and 
the King House challenge to build a Ginger Bread House were certainly  
the highlights of my time at Duke’s. 
 
It has been a pleasure to work with such optimistic and intelligent staff.  I am so pleased to 
have formed a positive rapport with the students, as well as the amazing friendships that I have 
built with many of my colleagues.  

Although, it is time to move on to other incredible opportunity and adventures, I am also 
deeply saddened to leave. I will certainly miss the school, students and the staff. I hope to keep 
in touch with the school for years to come. I am so proud to have been part of this wonderful 
school for the last 3 and half years.

I wish to thank Ms. Duncan for giving me the opportunity to work at Duke’s Aldridge Academy.  
Thank you to the differentiation team for all your help, support and love.  A big thank you to all 
my colleagues and friends, I will undoubtedly miss everyone very much.  

Ms. Nasrin Zaher
EAL Teacher 
Member of Health and Wellbeing
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DIFFERENTIATION

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Ms Jashari and Mr Cizic for being  
awarded the Gold Medal standard by the Royal College of Speech 

and Language Therapists for their exemplary work delivering the 
smiLEtherapy interventions to some of our Year 10s.

  
SmiLE Therapy is a year-long course which targets young people who 

struggle to communicate with unfamiliar people.  
Each letter in ‘smiLE’ describes the different intentions of the course: 

‘S’ where we equip young people with specific strategies to manage 
their anxiety/ difficulties in communicating with others; ‘M’ where these 
students are asked to measure and self-monitor their communications 

skills from the strategies taught, ‘I’ where the students are encouraged to 
interact with a wider group of teachers, students and others and ‘LE’ 

where we support children to improve the quality of their lives 
by strengthening their skills in spoken and written English.   

The Y10s involved saw their confidence in their 
communication skills improve, even when 

challenged on a trip where they had to 
find a strong voice amongst strangers. 

When asked for feedback, Justus 
shared that the ‘smiLE module helped 

me to be confident.  It helped me 
for my future too.’   Jardon said that 

‘I think it helped me to be more 
patient and to always be mindful.’  

Bogdan told me that ‘I liked it.’  

Feedback from the Royal College 
of Speech and Language Therapists 
states that: “it was amazing to see 

the outcome and success of the 
work done at Duke’s.”   

The Haringey Speech and Language 
Service is planning on capitalising 

on Ms Jashari’s and Mr Cizic’s 
expertise having asked them to 

share their experience at an NHS 
conference in the next academic year. 

ICE SKATING AT 
ALEXANDER PALACE 

As part of the WJEC Healthy Living course, 
Year 11 students had to try a new sport.  
They also had to work on their Plan a 
Journey WJEC certificate.  The journey 
on the bus was fun and the students 
were surprised at the amazing views from 
Alexandra Palace.  After a lot of moaning 
due to fear, all the students went on the 
ice and learnt how to skate.  Some were 
fearless, Abdul Wahab and others used the 
rail to help them along.  The students helped 
each other and were a credit to our school.  
They also enjoyed socialising and practised 
their English skills with other students at 
the ice rink.

Bianca Codin, Ridwan Mohamed, Mihai Turcanu, 
Abdul Wahab Hirey,Diyar Demirli, Muhammet 
Tekagac, Zhi Yang Li, Elser Hamdi, Barbara 
Arauja,  Siyka Mircheva, Mariana Cuc, Sadak 
Adan, Isabela Radu, Estera Iordan, Abdiasiz 
Mohamed , Bhavisha Renuka, Erkan Mustafa

Inspire to Excel

We really had an amazing 
time and we also enjoyed 

this trip to Alexandra Palace 
because we had the chance to 
learn to skate and spend time 

with our friends

MUHAMMET  
TEKAGAC

I didn’t know how to skate 
but the people who were 

there they helped me.

SYIKA MIRCHEVA

I liked how the place 
was very big. The inside 
was red and a little bit 
cold but we loved it.  I 

think we should go back 
there again 

ZHI YANG

Some of us had to learn 
how to ice skate.  The 

music was great.  I think 
I should go back because 

the atmosphere was great.

MARIANA CUC
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YEAR 11 GCSE  
TEXTILES  
EXHIBITION 2018

On Thursday 21th June the Textiles Department held its  
annual Exhibition of work by year 11 GCSE Textiles students.  
The work of 29 students was displayed for the exam board  
moderation and the exhibition was open to students, parents,  
staff and governors during the evening. 

During the day the AQA examiner had worked in the department 
assessing the students work, after her visit she could not have been  
more impressed with the work on show. She wanted to pass on her 
thanks to our students for the pleasure of sharing their work with her. 
The wide range of skills and techniques on display is evidence of the 
commitment and time some of our students are prepared to put into  
the development of their work. A huge congratulations to year 11’s  
for their effort over the last 3 years.

We would like to thank all staff who gave up their time to visit the 
exhibition and speak to students about their work; this is a great 
experience for the students and makes for a very positive end to their 
course.

Students that attended the exhibition were clearly very proud of their 
work, especially those who stayed for the whole evening and were eager 
to speak to staff about their work. 

This year more Governors attended during the evening and thanks to 
those who come to support our students, hopefully they would agree 
that it was well worth the visit. 

Jesutomisin Adeagbo “The sleepless nights, tears, panic and tiredness 
were all worth it in the end.”
Rozeta Singh “I liked seeing everyone’s work, it was inspiring.”
Khadija Choudhury “It was beautiful.”
Special mention to Mr J Liversidge and Ms C Harrison, who provided an 
excellent selection of refreshments for the evening. 
A huge “thank you” also to Cornell Grant, Havva Sari, James Bull and 
Maria Christopher who gave up their time to help put up and take down 
the exhibition.

Ms J Penny

“It helped me believe in 
myself, built up my self-
confidence and gave me  

ideas of what I want to do 
in the future”

SALMA

The project helped me with 
public speaking and my 
confidence. It made me 

realise that I could change 
someone’s life

DESHAWN

DRAMA CLUB SUCCESS
The Drama Club at Duke’s Aldridge Academy has been going 

from strength to strength.  The students who attend every week 
after school have been busy staging a new musical –  

“21 Chump Street”, a segment of which they performed in 
assemblies as part of Expressive Arts and Technology Week.

A club also took part in a sponsored ‘Dramathon’ during break 
time on Purple Lane (we were raising money for Chickenshed 

Theatre Company!) – they enjoyed the experience so much it is 
something that will continue into the next academic year. 

Look out for more ‘happenings’ from the Drama Club soon!

Drama club requires 
dedication and the outcome 

is ‘fab-mazing’! We love 
coming to Drama Club

MAXEEN AND AALIYAH

When we perform we  
are transported to  

another world

LAAIBAH

STANDPOINT THEATRE PROJECT  
(in partnership with Linklaters) 

In Summer Term 2018 a group of year 9  
Drama students have been taking part in the 

‘Standpoint’ Theatre project with  
Theatre Centre, generously supported by  

Linklaters. The students worked for five weeks  
with theatre directors to produce a small 

performance based on politics and viewpoints.  
The students then went to present the work 

at Linklaters to a group of legal executives. 
Congratulations to all the students involved in the 

project.  They did us proud!

This project definitely 
boosted my confidence 

in public speaking

ELDORA

EXPRESSIVE ARTS &  
TECHNOLOGY FACULTY

It’s been a busy term as ever for the  
Drama department at Duke’s Aldridge  

Academy.  We’ve had the regular partnership  
with Chickenshed running now for 6 years  

– an amazing achievement.  A huge number of our students  
have benefitted from this partnership taking part in  

workshops, watching shows and learning from Chickenshed.  
Many thanks to Chickenshed for everything they do for us! 

– Mr Bawden
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READY STEADY COOK 2018

2018 Ready Steady Cook involved 30 budding chefs!  
The participants worked extremely well showing a  
range of skills and produced a range of dishes from  

different cultures.  They were very excited, enthusiastic  
and there was a great a buzz in the room with a  

great sense of energy and competitiveness. 
The first prize winner made a range of excellent  

Turkish dishes – Pilaf, Chicken Sote, Manti, Turkish  
Salad and Baklava (Burma tattisi). 

2018 WINNERS ARE…
1st Huseyin Ozdemir 9S

2nd Sophia Dos Santos 8H& Shaniqua Henry 8G
3rd Ela Catik 8R & Ayca Kaya 8P

 

1ST PRIZE WINNER  
FROM THE VALE WAS…

Davina Findely  

THE FOLLOWING VALE STUDENTS  
ALSO WON PRIZES FOR EFFORT:

 Hatice Yaldiz & Tajjallah Khan and Burcin Hizyolu 

Well done to all the students that took part on the  
day; they were creative, worked extremely well and  

they all received a token prize for participating.
 

A massive thanks to everyone who helped to make  
this Year’s ready steady cook a great success!! 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS &  
TECHNOLOGY FACULTY

I enjoyed the whole of the  
experience except for the washing up 

as I had a lot to wash. My presentation 
was very good and I came with my own 
special dishes from home to serve the 
food. All the teachers were impressed 
by my cooking and presentation and 

Ms Duncan. All my hardwork paid off 
as I came first and won a good Prize

HUSEYIN OZDEMIR,  
YEAR 9 

I really enjoyed  
participating in the Ready 
steady cook event. Even 

though I did not win, I still got 
a consolation prize and it was 
fun making food for the judges

JAYDEN NGUYEN,  
YEAR 8 

I really enjoyed this Year’s 
ready steady cook as I had the 

opportunity to show off my 
talent. I had a lot of fun and 

also enjoyed the fact that I was 
able to work with my friend

EVRIM AKAR,  
YEAR 8 

I enjoyed cooking with my 
friend and it was fun learning 
how stressful it is to cook in a 
restaurant. We won the second 

prize. It was stressful but 
exciting and interesting

SOPHIA DOS SANTOS  
YEAR 8

I enjoyed the competition, 
especially working with 

other people, the buzz and 
the pressure

NEHIR ISPIR, YEAR 8 

MULBERRY PRIMARY 
SCHOOL – SUMMER 
FESTIVAL

Sizzling heat, fragrant aroma of jerk 
chicken and the Caribbean sounds of 
the steel pans. No!  You haven’t been 
teleported to the Nottinghill Carnival. 
This was the scintillating atmosphere  
the Year 9 Steel Pan Band created during 
their performance at the Mulberry 
School Summer Festival on Friday 29th 
June. The annual event sees hundreds of 
parents sample food, activities and music 
from various cultures around the world.  
This is what the students themselves 
have to say about it:

The Music Department would like to 
commend the students’ professionalism 
and their exhilarating performance. Since 
the start of this year they have worked 
tirelessly to get their set list together.  
Their commitment has been exemplary. 

Year 9 Steel Pan Performers:
• Deshawn 9J
• David 9V
• Samuel 9V
• Malik 9P
• Ashauni 9K
• Kamron 9P

Well done!

WELL DONE  
DESHAWN!

Deshawn, through sheer  
determination, hard work and, of 
course, real talent, catapulted himself 
through the beginners, on to the 
intermediate and finally arrived at 
the highest echelons of the Haringey 
Steel Pan Orchestra.  Deshawn 
showed tremendous commitment by 
attending weekly rehearsals over the 
course of the academic year.  This huge 
effort culminated in the wonderful 
performance he gave at the Royal 
Albert Hall.  The Music Department 
wishes to congratulate him.  He 
deserves high praise and can afford  
to be extremely proud of himself. 

If you are interested in starting Steel 
Pan lessons, please come and see 
Mr Blair or Ms Doherty to get an 
instrumental applications form.

It was a good experience 
because it was my first time 

performing somewhere outside 
of school. Also my family came 
to the event and they loved it

KAMRON 9P

Performing at Mulberry 
School has encouraged me 

to continue doing steel pans 
and to be a role model to the 

younger students

ASHAUNI 9K

Performing at Mulberry 
School boosted my 

confidence and it has shown 
me that hard work pays off

DAVID 9V
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS &  
TECHNOLOGY  WEEK

CHRISTOPHER WILMER
 – Costume Designer and Wardrobe 

Assistant/ Dresser from the West End 
show ‘Aladdin’ met with year 7 and 8 
students to talk about his career. He 

displayed his amazing creations and spoke 
about the process of costume design from 

the initial idea to the final outcome.

Inspire to Excel

ALEX NAIDOO 

Alex Naidoo a children’s 
writer and illustrator led a 
workshop with year 10 Art 
GCSE students. She gave them 
an insightful account of her life 
as a writer/illustrator and the 
students explored some of the 
techniques that she uses to 
create her books.

The Creative Arts Industry was the 
focus for this year’s Expressive Arts 
and Technology Week. A variety of 

professionals from the creative sector 
came to visit Duke’s Aldridge Academy to 
talk about their careers and the pathway 

that led them there. It was important 
for our students to understand that the 
Creative Industries sector is one of the 

UK’s biggest employers.

Maria Christopher – Head of  
Expressive Arts and Technology

Hells Gibson  
a photographer/journalist  

for the The Telegraph.  
She spoke to media students  

about her life as a
 freelance journalist. 

Paul A. Young a  
professional Chocolatier 

worked with the year  
9 GCSE Hospitality students. 

They gained a fascinating  
insight into the world of 

chocolate craft  
and design. 
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MELVIN ODOOM 

Year 10 GCSE Drama students 
and some year 7 students 

had the pleasure of meeting 
TV personality and KISS FM 
broadcaster Melvin Odoom. 

The students held a Q and A 
session with Melvin whereby 
they found out exactly what 

life is really like as a presenter 
of one of the UK’s most 
popular breakfast shows. 

HELLS GIBSON 

Hells Gibson, Director of Photography at The Telegraph, told 
year 9 Media students that a photo can “evoke a journey in 
one image”.  She was inspirational in her delivery to students 
reiterating the academy’s message that work experience is so 
important as well as using initiative to contact people and it’s 
okay to start at the bottom and work your way up.  She gave 
students a task that she would complete as part of her role: 
to select a main cover image and three appropriate images 
from the many photographs that would have been taken of 
the cover star so that “each image stands alone”. 

Students were impressed looking at images of Dua Lipa and 
Skepta. Students used their Media language from lessons 
which impressed our guest. Sudenaz Er (9P) commented “It 
was very interesting as I learnt about all the stages Hells had 
to go through to get to her job right now and her resilience.” 

Nevan Abani (9S) worked with Hells to get some 
photography tips including it’s okay to photograph on your 
phone, it’s not about the best equipment to begin.  
He said of his experience “It was inspirational!”

I really enjoyed meeting Melvin, he gave  
me tips about how to get into the 

broadcasting industry and it was fascinating 
to hear about all the people he had got to 
work with such as the actor Will Smith. 

This experience helped me by boosting my 
confidence and making me realise that with 
hard work and determination you can have 

an exciting career as a broadcaster

DAVID - YEAR 10  
DRAMA GCSE

EXPRESSIVE ARTS &  
TECHNOLOGY  WEEK
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HUMANITIES FACULTY

DUKE’S DEBATE SOCIETY HARINGEY CHAMPIONS

Our new KS3 debate team had their first external debate at the ESU debate competition in May.  
They were up against Alexandra Park School competing for the title of Haringey champions.

They were debating on the 3 motions using the extended MACE debate format:

Motion 1:  This House would prioritise teaching popular fiction rather than classic literature in 
English classes

Motion 2: This House would allow the sale and purchase of human organs

Motion 3: This House would allow 14 year-olds to vote in local elections

Students were speaking for up to 7 minutes each using a range of skills which they had learnt 
from ESU’s debate workshop before the debate. With Karima in yr8 as captain, Nana yr8 as 
second speaker and Siham & Salma yr9 as reply speakers, Duke’s Aldridge Academy won 
ALL three debates and scoring the highest points on the day.  Duke’s Academy are currently the 
Haringey debate champions until they battle it out in next year’s competition. 

Ali Jaffer, Humanities

I was looking for an after  
school activity that I could enjoy  

and would help me grow as a student. 
The debate society was exactly 

what I was looking for! When we 
won the ESU debate competition i 

was overwhelmed as I was a part of 
the team that represented Duke’s 

academy. I look forward to next year’s 
challenge

NANA YEAR 8

Before the debate competition I was  
very nervous but when I started debating 
I felt as if all the nerves flew away from 
my body and diffused in the air around 

me. Debate society is great because I get to 
improve and develop my skills. Also being 
the captain has been a great responsibility 

because the team members ask for my 
opinion in order to make their decisions and 

I was confident to make them

KARIMA YEAR 8

‘ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE’: 
 
YEAR 10 HISTORY TRIP TO THE GLOBE THEATRE

On Monday 18th June 2018, we took all the Year 10 History students on a trip to 
Shakespeare’s Globe. For their GCSE, they will have to answer an essay question 
on the Globe, which will be worth 10% of their final exam, so it was great to be 
given an opportunity to see the building at first-hand.

As part of this trip, students were able to enter the Globe itself, and witnessed 
actors rehearsing for an upcoming production of ‘A Winter’s Tale’.  Next, 
students received a lecture on the architecture of the site, which will be highly 
beneficial as they go on to study the building in more detail in Year 11.  Students 
behaved perfectly and waited patiently in quite hot and stuffy conditions and 
were a credit to the Academy.

Finally, students visited the exhibition at the Globe, to find out more specific 
information about the site, including original Shakespearean costume.

For many, the highlight of the day was being able to sit by the River Thames in 
glorious sunshine, enjoying each other’s company.  The city of London is such 
a fabulous resource for budding historians, and I’d strongly recommend using 
your bus passes over the summer to explore the history of our fantastic city for 
yourselves!

1918



Q&A SESSION  
WITH YEAR 10  

SOCIOLOGY  
STUDENTS

Andrew Faris, CEO of the homeless charity 
‘Rhythms of Life’ joined our  

Yr10 Sociology students for a Q&A  
on social inequality. 

Hosted by Sabrina and Sameya, Andrew Faris 
was given a wide range of questions about his 

experience of homelessness in the UK.

As a former rough sleeper himself, he began 
by giving a unique insight into the streets of 
London and how areas have changed due to 
gentrification.  He then discussed the issues 

surrounding austerity and how this has affected 
the homeless sector and the possible obstacles 
young people from working-class backgrounds 

may be facing in the future.

As our students will be learning about social 
inequality within their GCSE, our students then 

asked a range of thought-provoking questions. 

Ali Jaffer
Humanities

At first, I thought that he was just  
a rich business man who ran the  

charity but when we met him he told  
us that he doesn’t even get paid for the 
work he does. This has opened my eyes 
to social inequality in London today as 
he told us that some homeless people 

choose not to go to a shelter because of 
the way they are treated. When I’m older 
and running my own business I will be 
supporting a homeless charity’s needs.

JENNIFER YR10

SUNSHINE IN STRATFORD

With a perfect weather forecast and 65 excited Geography 
students Year 9 we set off for a memorable day in Stratford. We 
explored the Old Town and the new Olympic Park to see the 
impacts of the regeneration.

Sebastian Cozma 9K said ‘We saw the change from how it was 
an old, gloomy place to a better place with good architecture, 
modern buildings and more green spaces. It was clear that 
the arrival of the 2012 Olympics caused significant changes. ‘ 
While Azra Ozdemir 9J commented ‘The day was adventurous, 
I enjoyed exploring Westfield and Stratford because it was 
interesting as I’ve never been there before I got to see the 
Olympic Park and the shopping centre. It showed the contrast 
between the two environments.’

Students worked hard and took in their surroundings to get to 
grips with the urban change and challenges and opportunities 
facing parts of London.

Ilana Manuel

HUMANITIES FACULTY
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ON A JOURNEY IN BECOMING  
A RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOL

We are very pleased to announce that we have achieved the bronze  
award in our journey in becoming a Unicef UK’s Rights Respecting  
School (RRSA). We are now aiming for the Silver award.

We are always striving to create the best possible learning environment for our 
young people and this achievement shows that we are committed to promoting the 
UN rights and encouraging adults, children and young people to respect the rights 
of others in school.  We have set up a steering group known as ‘Rights4U’ led by 
students from year 7, 8 & 9 and have an action plan to ensure that:

• the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child underpins our  
values and decision making in school

• the whole school learns about the CRC and respects the rights of others
• children are empowered to become active learners and active local and global 

citizens.

This award supports schools across the UK to embed children’s human rights in 
their ethos and culture to improve students well-being and help all children realise 
their potential. 

Our own ethos, policies, principles and attributes at Duke’s academy share the 
vision and values developed by the RSSA. We want our students to explore and 
challenge their own and others’ perspectives and stereotypes considering respect 
in relation to global knowledge. 

We are excited about the impact this will have on our young students, enabling 
them to have the skills in being positive towards diversity in society, the reduction 
of prejudice and support for global justice. 

If you would like to find out more then please contact:

Miss Ilana Manuel 
Mr Ali Jaffer

I like being  part of the #Rights4u  
group because we get to do fun activities 

and to learn how we can express 
our rights. Soon we will be a rights 

respecting school. One of the most fun 
moments was when we were on the 

trip to the Houses of parliament to join 
a protest where we got to meet other 

students.

HAZAL YR8

I enjoy being in the Rights4u  
group as not only do I get the 

opportunity to represent the school, 
I also have the chance to learn along 
the way. It was really fun doing our 
first assembly because I think our 

rights are important and the fact that 
we didn’t know about them sooner is 

disappointing.

NORBET YR8

HUMANITIES FACULTY
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HUMANITIES FACULTY 3 SKILLS YOU  
DEVELOPED TODAY:

creativity, teamwork, 
communication.

CLAUDEYEAR 7 MAKE IT REAL DAY

On 10th July all of Year 7 were off timetable to take part in a careers/ 
future focused Make it Real Day.  The aim was for students to learn by  
from their experience in a simulated community.  They were given  
different work roles and worked together in these roles functioning  
in their community. 

During the journey students were actively involved  
in creating a town to live in and:
• Being a citizen of the town.
• Taking on the role of a young adult working and living within the town.
• Participating in a business within the town.
• Making lifestyle and budget choices for yourself.
• Being part of a local community and dealing with a social issue.

We hope that all students left with the “High 5” lessons that: 
• Change is constant
• Learning is ongoing 
• Focus on the journey
• Follow your heart
• Using helping hands

Big thank you to all your Year 7’s for their behaviour and positive attitude!
Big thank you to the Humanities Teachers who led on the day!

Big Thank you out Governor Miller Hannah and his colleague Brad Joseph 
from Hoare Lea who were with us throughout the day.  Miller said of the day: 
“As visitors, Brad and I had a great time. It is always nice to get out of the 
office and engage with children who are enthusiastic, full of potential and  
have their whole life ahead of them.  The students were fantastic and a  
credit to their parents and you as teachers. We were both taken by their 
energy and talent. It is quite humbling to see their hard work and effort. 
Hopefully, our being their helped inspire them to work hard and be the  
best person they can be. Brad and I came away from the school “buzzing”  
and would happily do anything else to help the school.”

Ms Kirk and Ms Tuptuk 

I have enjoyed my  
lesson and had a great 

team to work with.

NEOMI

I love that we learned 
what we could be doing 

in the future.

HELIN

Today was fun  
and enjoyable.

AKUA

3 THINGS YOU  
LEARNT TODAY:

That the more time you work  
on a job the higher salary, learning  
is forever and change is on going.

IBRAHIM

3 SKILLS YOU  
DEVELOPED TODAY:

teamwork, risk taking, 
determination.

REBECCA

3 THINGS YOU  
LEARNT TODAY:

How to keep in a budget, wise  
choices and how to chose the best  

place to put a business.

JULIE
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MATHEMATICS

On July 1st The Royal Institute 
Invited 400 pupils from all over the 

Southern region to take part in a Year 
9 masterclass.  We were exceptionally 

fortunate to be offered 2 named 
places.  The Institute, founded in 1799, 
has an exceptional history and is in a 

magnificent building.  We met at school 
at 10:00am on a day that turned out to 
be the hottest day of the year. (so far!)

On arrival at the venue we were 
greeted by a cool ambiance and 

hundreds of students. I met with my 
colleague and we made our way to the 

Lecture theatre. The sight was quite 
awe inspiring, this was the very room 
that had seen so many ‘World Firsts’ 

including in 1831 when Michael Faraday 
First demonstrated the Electric Motor 

to the world.

The first Lecture was by Prof. Julia Gog.  
This was of particular interest to Lily, 
one of our attendees. Biology, being a 
particular favorite of hers, combined 

with the ability to understand complex 
Maths, enabled her to look deeper into 

pandemics and virus replication. She had 
this to say:  “The combining of these 

two areas has given more focus to my 
future and also the fact that she is such 
a successful woman”.  Lunch time was 
taken up with challenging quiz, then it 

was back to the theatre.

The afternoon session was taken by 
Prof. Felix Flicker, who demonstrated 4 

different types of Paradox, one of which 
cannot logically exist! Berat had this 
to say:  “The Venn diagram produced 

by Prof Flicker to illustrate the above 
picture is not available online,  

luckily I took a Pict.  The most 
fascinating area: the Dialetheia had my 

mind doing mental gymnastics”
 I look forward to future invitations.  

Mr White.

YEAR 9 SAVINGS  
WORKSHOP 2018
My Money Week Competition
Thursday 3rd July 2018

Here at Dukes Academy we are passionate about  
preparing students for the real world.  This term our  
Numeracy Workshop saw our year 9 students plan for the 
purchase of a car.  The students spent the day working in small 
groups facilitated by the Mathematics and PSHE Departments. 

Students created a monthly budget as well as a 5 and 15 year 
plan.  They were given the opportunity to research future wages 
based on potential qualifications from college and university.  

Enthusiasm (and a bit of shock) built as students understood  
the costs associated with car purchases, and constructive 
changes were made to their budgets and future planning.  
Students compared prices, taxes and insurance for buying 
anything from second-hand Nissan Micra to a brand new 
Mercedes Benz A-Class, to create a monthly savings plan.  

Once exploring their financial action plan for their  
future goal, they were ready to begin their entries for  
the National My Money Week Competition. Putting  
their creative goggles on, our students had to turn their  
financial plan into a story, poem, article or pictogram  
in order to enter. Some imaginative students took it a  
mile further and created a song for their poem which 
entertained their peers.

No Numeracy Day is complete without some healthy 
competition, and this year was no different.   
Our Finance Knowledge quiz comprised  
of 5 levels, each with increasing difficulty. 

Our top winners are:  
Tawhidul 9S and Fabio 9R.   
Second and third tier prizes were also  
awarded.  This year’s workshop gave our  
students real life financial practice for the  
future and also motivated them to achieve  
better qualifications for higher wages.

WELL DONE TO THE YEAR 9 COHORT!

Mrs Parkinson & Ms Jose 
Mathematics Department Inspire to Excel

I enjoyed the 
activities because I 

learnt and understood  
budgeting and wages

ALEX 9V

The activity was brilliant.  
It helped with my understanding of 
the future and I need to realise now 
and decide what job I will pick and 
how much I will get paid.  I should 

also see what my essentials will cost 
and how I could balance my life

TOLGA 9R

It helped me know how to 
use money wisely and save 

for the future. We learnt 
you have to save to get 

what you want

SULAIMAN 9F

NASRUDIN 9K  
AGREED AND ADDED THAT

Debates and discussions 
helped us understand how 
money should be used and 
come to the best decision

We had some good poems 
and songs created by our 
peers. I hope they win the 
money week competition

DIRENC 9K
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They did not end there; they then 
finished first for three years in a row 
being undefeated in the Haringey 
League. 

With the help of the contacts of the 
Chair of governors Malcolm Weston, 
The PE department was able to get 
lessons from Epping Golf Club for 
our students to take 6 lessons of golf, 
this was coached by a professional 
golfer.  This was then continued by 
our students being invited to Epping 
Golf club where they played on the 
driving range as well as receiving 
more private lessons. 

To finish the year, the PE department 
held the first ever Dukes Aldridge 
World Cup Football Tournament 
with over 110 students and 20 teams 
entering.  Wakanda being victorious 
for the Year 10 team who won the 
final of KS4 with KS3 being won the 
years 7.

PE DEPARTMENT

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
DEPARTMENT 

YOUTH SPORTS TRUST 
PROGRAMME

Jeanette Kwakye, International Olympian 
representative of the Youth Sports Trust came 

to see us at Dukes Aldridge Academy on 
Thursday 7th June 2018.

She addressed our GCSE Physical Education 
and Vocational Health & Fitness students, where 

they heard about her struggles with injury and 
keeping her motivation to represent Great 

Britain in all major championships she qualified 
for.  They learned what it’s like to have good 

reaction time whilst actively listening.  Most of 
all students learned what’s in it for me? How 

can I achieve? What does it take?                                       

Our Year 7 girls also had a chance to meet 
and get some valuable athletic training from 
Jeanette; they didn’t even realise within their 

given tasks they were covering more than 200m 
in physical participation and running time.

The main group of Year 7 boys that Jeanette 
came to see had a working lunch with her and 

had a chance to discuss some skills they can 
apply in their daily lives and at school. Our boys 
were very engrossed and responsive to Jeanette 

and they have gone on to do many more 
activities together.

Since Jeanette’s visit there has been a noticeable 
100% attendance, improvement, focus and 

motivation to reach the target of non-stop 50m 
swim during KS3 lunch time training sessions. 

Next step….…. 

Inspire to Excel

“We wish good luck to all our  
GCSE PE and Health and Fitness pupils 
who are awaiting exam results in August. 
Pupils and staff have gone above and 
beyond once again starting early in 
the morning running practical sessions 
before school and running late into the 
evening running after school revision, 
which included the odd slice of pizza or 
two.  There is no time for staff to catch 
their breath as the focus now turns to 
Year 10 and 9.  Don’t forget their is a 
full extra-curricular programme running 
for GCSE pupils and any other pupils 
interested in taking part in sport before, 
during and after school. “

“Earlier in the year there was success 
for our Year 9 badminton team.  The 
boys team reached the final narrowly 
losing out to Heartlands school.  There 
were also strong performances for the 
girls team.”

Year 9’s are on a role, following up the 
badminton success with winning the 
borough swimming championships.

The year 9’s continued Dukes success 
by winning the borough football 
champions for the third year in a row. 
This was then followed by the Annual 
Football Gala against Chase Community 
School with a 7-2 victory. 
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SCIENCE FACULTY

ROBOTICS

Having had great success in this year’s 
Tomorrow’s Engineers EEP Robotics Challenge, 

our ROBODUCKS decided to tackle engineering 
with the James Dyson Foundation Engineering 

Box. It was an opportunity for them to think 
like engineers and explore the brain behind the 

design of the vacuum cleaner.  Using screwdrivers, 
the roboducks discovered design clues and learnt 

how the machine works.  

The Dyson Engineering Box is a reverse 
engineering kit that takes students through 

the design process by disassembling a vacuum 
cleaner and understanding how it works by taking 

it apart.  The main benefit of such activities is 
that, instead of seeing maths as separate from 

technology or science, the concepts work 
together, creating an interdisciplinary approach 

to instruction that exhibits knowledge use in 
real life.  This enables students to perceive 

the links between these subjects.

The rich experiences and exposure of our 
roboducks to STEM activities foster a lifelong 

love of learning crucial in the development 
of young people.  I believe the greatest gift 

we can give students during their time in 
secondary school is a driving curiosity,  

a belief in their abilities, a thirst for 
knowledge, and a passion to grow.  With 
these skills in their toolbox, they will be 

equipped to tackle the challenges of higher 
education and the real world, no matter where 

their life journey takes them. 

SCIENCE MUSEUM TRIP  
– MATHS + EAL – 19 STUDENTS 
FROM YEAR 7 AND 8
by Anca Rinescu and  Zoran Stoiminov (EAL teachers) 
and Shezan Renny (Maths Intervention Teacher).

On Friday 22nd Jun, we took 19 Maths and EAL 
students on a trip to the science museum for 
the day. Our aim was to expose students to the 
possibilities of maths and how maths links to 
science and to real life.  We visited Wonderlab: 
The Statoil Gallery, which is packed with over 50 
hands-on experiments and experiences linking 
Maths to Science. We also booked into The 
Rocket Show which looked at Newton’s Laws of 
Motion and how this is used to power rockets 
into space.  Can you spot Alin, our volunteer?

The students were very excited and eager to 
learn but behaviour was exemplar and made us 
feel very proud to be their teachers.
• We came across a hungry homeless person 

outside the museum.  Without any prompting, 
our students dug deep into their pockets to 
help the young man.  They then offered him a 
sandwich that he gratefully accepted.

• One student had travel-sickness on the train. 
Another boy supported him, let him rest his 
head on his shoulder and looked after his bag 
for him.

The students learnt about friction on the  
friction slide and forces when they had to  
pull themselves up using pulleys.

The whole experience  
was fun and really 

improved our  
team work.  

NORBERT

It was challenging  
but also fun. 

JUN JIE 

We learned a lot about 
engineering and had a  

lot of fun. We also  
learned what type of  
work engineers do.

DIRENC

My favourite part  
was the Rocket 

show

KEVIN

Can we come to  
the Science Museum 
again during Science 

Week?

LIGIA

My favourite activity 
was solar system.

ARON

My favourite activity 
was during the Rocket 
Show. I learned that 
rockets go up using 

Hydrogen.

TUNAR

I enjoyed the  
slides the most

BIANCA
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CHRIS BRADFORD  
VISITS DUKE’S

Award winning author, Chris Bradford, paid a visit to Duke’s in May.  Chris 
wowed the whole of year 7 and 8 with his dynamic readings and insight 
into how he researches his books. Chris says, “I write the type of books 

I’d want to read - books filled with relentless action, believable characters 
and a plot that twists and turn through the pages!” During Chris’s show 

students were invited to learn bodyguard techniques, mimicking the hero 
of the bodyguard series, Connor Reeves. Safwan in 8R said he especially 

“enjoyed the opening of the show where Chris fooled us into thinking 
Ms Bolton was being abducted. I ended up buying 3 of his books and have 

enjoyed them.” 

We also saw his spectacular Samurai sword and heard a detailed 
description of the craftwork involved. For his award-winning Young 

Samurai series, he trained in iaido (samurai swordmanship), karate, ninjutsu 
and earned his black belt in Zen Kyu Shin Taijutsu. Previously he has trained 

in judo, muay thai and kickboxing. For his new Bodyguard series, Chris 
embarked on an intensive close protection course to become a qualified 

professional bodyguard.  During his training, he acquired skills in unarmed 
combat, defensive driving, tactical firearms, threat assessments, surveillance, 

and even anti-ambush exercises.Laaibah in 7R was undoubtedly the best 
participant at bodyguarding techniques, “I found it challenging keeping the 
bodyguard formation but the whole experience was great. It has inspired 
me to read Assassin, Book 5 of the series.” After the shows Chris signed 

books and chatted to students. At lunchtime the AR word millionaires held 
a Question and Cupcake session with Chris. 

This was undoubtedly one of the best author visits 
to Duke’s and Chris’s visit is still being talked about.

COMMUNICATIONS FACULTY

ACCELERATED  
READER NEWS

As we come to the end of the academic year our 
year 7 and 8 students have read and quizzed on over 
20,000 books and read over a staggering 134 million 
words! 

We have been awarded Master School Status, Master 
Project Managers, once again joint first in the UK.  
Over 60% of our classes have achieved Masterclass 
status resulting in certificates and prestigious  badges 
for students concerned.  Over half a million students 
in the UK use Accelerated Reader and our success is 
the envy of many schools. 

We have had several star readers over the year. Innaya 
in 8V was our first student to read a million words 
but Jun Jie in 7V has now read over 5 million words! 
In total we have 30 word millionaires at the time of 
going to press. 

In June we took up a reading challenge with 8 other 
schools from around the country to see who could 
read the most in a week. We smashed previous 
records and won a bumper crop of prizes. Norbert in 
8R was a star reader with an amazing 44 quizzes taken 
and passed but Sidar 7H was the outright winner 
on 59 quizzes. “ Who says boys don’t read!” quipped 
Norbert.  The school has won a giant box of books.  
All prizes will be used as rewards over the course of 
the year. 

All that remains as we head into July is that students 
perform well on their final STAR reading test of the 
year and hopefully improve their own reading age by 
at least 10 months.  At the moment Luna in 7R has 
achieved and outstanding STAR reading growth of 
almost 4 years! Luna said, “I’m so proud and  
can’t wait to tell my parents”.
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COMMUNICATIONS FACULTY

PATRICE LAWRENCE ON DUKE’S INSPIRING STUDENTS 
AND HOW TO BECOME A WRITER

Get ready, get excited, get motivated for National Writing Day on 27th June. 
Award-winning author Patrice Lawrence has been the Patron of Reading here at Duke’s for 
the last 12 months. Her debut young adult novel, Orangeboy, won the Bookseller YA Prize 
and the Waterstones Prize for Older Children’s Fiction. All year she has been running writing 
workshops to develop creativity, the mastery of writing and hopefully to inspire the next 
generation of writers. At the end of the project, she shared her thoughts on her time at 
Duke’s, her books and her inspirations. 

If you’re a talented writer, why not get your writing published by entering the Young 
Storyteller competition. There’s still time. The deadline is Monday 9th June.  Ask your English 
teacher for more information.

Now, read on for Patrice’s top tips and the next books you must take out of the library. 

WHAT HAVE BEEN YOUR HIGHLIGHTS AS THE PATRON OF  
READING AT DUKE’S ALDRIDGE ACADEMY?
I’ve absolutely loved coming here and meeting and being inspired by all the 
young people that I write for and about. It has been a real privilege to share 
the books I love- The Hate You Give has gone down particularly well. But 
also to be a witness to the young people’s creativity here. I hope my time 
here shows that even if you’re not in a top set for English, you can be a 
storyteller with a voice of your own.

WHAT BOOKS INSPIRED YOU?
As a child I was fostered for the first four years of my life. My foster mum signed me up to 
the local library and I just consumed books. I read everything from Doctor Dolittle and the 
Enid Blyton books, to all the children’s classics. My mum was also a big, big reader and would 
pass them on to me. 

The one I loved the most was Wind in the Willows because it’s a story about friendship, 

companionship, growing up in Sussex, and food. The family went on lots of picnics, so I loved it.

Then later, at secondary school, it was my English teachers who gave me books. Ms Jones and 
Ms Clarke recommended books for me all the time. Through them I read classics like S.E. 
Hinton’s The Outsider and Paul Zindel’s The Pigman. This was really my first exposure to young 
adult literature. My English teachers were really important. In fact, when Orangeboy first got 
publisherd both Ms Jones and Ms Clarke got in touch to congratulate me and say they always 
thought I could be a writer.

ARE YOUR CHARACTERS LIKE YOU AT ALL?
There is definitely a bit of me in all the characters. The geekiness in Marlon and Bailey is 
definitely mine. There’s also quite a bit of wish fulfilment though: both Indigo and Tish have a 
spikiness, a resilience, a loyalty that I wish I’d had at that age. Plus, there are lots of bits of other 
people in the characters too.

There is a character in Indigo Donut, for example, who is drawn from my experiences of my own 
father. He became homeless as a man in his 40s. So, I wrote that to try to understand what my 
own dad had experienced.

WHAT OTHER EXPERIENCES DO YOU DRAW ON WHEN WRITING?
My default mood is angry. I’m really angry at social injustice. When I had my own daughter, even 
though we’re from a deprived part of Hackney, I was aware of the privilege of being born into 
this family, and I think that is reflected in the themes in my books.  

I think it’s really important to openly talk about the experiences that inform my books. I’ve 
experienced bereavement, have family in prison and I’ve been in care. I can talk about these 
things because I know there will be people who share those experiences, who perhaps can’t talk 
about it but who see themselves represented. 

I also want to write books that young Londoners get. I want young writers to know that if, like 
me, you are someone who has grown up as the first in your family to be born in England, into a 
working class family, that you can be a writer and your voice is important too.

HAVE LIBRARIES BEEN IMPORTANT TO YOU?
A school library, staffed by a librarian with real expertise, expands your universe. I came from a 
house with lots of books- my Mum read lots of English classics- but a librarian putting a book in 
my hand that I hadn’t thought of was so inspirational. That was what inspired me to become a 
YA writer. Whether you have books at home or not, libraries can open doors. Books encourage 
empathy and creativity. 

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE 
INTERESTED IN BECOMING WRITERS?

1. Write. 
 A few words on the memo section of your phone.  A paragraph at the back of a notebook. 

Even a description of something you notice. I was walking up Kingsland Road today and 
noticed how the pink light reflected off the windows of the new Tottenham stadium, so I just 
tapped that into my phone as a promnpt for later. 
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2. Keep everything. 
 You’ll look back at your writing later and realise how good you are. 
 Remember there are different types of writing. You don’t have to write a 

book – there’s poetry, screen writing, plays, flash fiction, blogging…

3. Technology has invented spell checker so don’t worry about 
your spelling.

4.	Experience	stories	through	books,	comic	books,	songs,	films,	TV.	 
Read and watch and learn how stories are out together. 

WHAT ARE THE NEXT 3 BOOKS EVERY STUDENT  
SHOULD PUT ON THEIR WISHLIST?

Long Way Down, Jason Reynolds
I think everyone should read this. It’s a wonderful African 
American book about masculinity, expectations, peer 
pressure and it’s all expressed through poetry. 

Poet X, Elizabeth Acevedo
This book is almost a companion piece to Jason Reynold’s 
book. It’s about being a young woman; it’s about fitting in; 
it’s about community and faith; and is again written through 
the medium of poetry.

Concentr8, William Sutcliffe
Set in an alternate world of post-riot Hackney, Consent 
8 is about young people seizing power. It’s full of brilliant, 
brilliant voices.

Recently, during a rare moment 
of free time, I decided to Google 
Tottenham on a Spanish website – 
this is what I found:

Muchos españoles deciden vivir 
en Tottenham por sus baratos 
alquileres y el buen transporte 
que tiene. Tottenham está situado 
al noreste de Londres y es muy 
conocido por su equipo de fútbol, el 
Tottenham Hotspur. 

Obviamente, si uno pasea por 
las calles de Tottenham se dará 
cuenta de la multiculturalidad - 
dicen que en South Tottenham se 
pueden escuchar hasta 300 lenguas 
diferentes. Entre ellas, destaca la 
población de carácter africano y 
caribeño.

Year 9 Spanish students were 
challenged to write articles  
stating their own opinions  
of Tottenham.  
 
How much can  
you understand?

P. Anthony
MFL Subject Leader

Me llamo Berfin. Me gusta mucho 
mi barrio. Mi lugar favorito es el 

centro comercial. Me encanta ir de 
compras y voy al centro comercial 

cada semana. Hay muchas 
posibilidades de trabajo porque 

hay tantas fábricas.

BERFIN T 9H

Tottenham es muy feo y sucio, 
sin embargo el transporte público 

es muy bien. No hay mucho 
turismo aquí en verano pero hay 

muchos parques. Es una zona 
multicultural. 

EMINE I 9S

Vivo en Tottenham.  
Es un barrio muy bonito.  

No hay mucho turismo porque  
las turistas prefieren visitar  

el centro de Londres.

ANDREJ U 9S

Vivo en Tottenham, en el  
noreste de Londres. Es una zona 

bastante interesante. En mi barrio 
hay un ayuntamiento y muchos 

parques. Hay muchos restaurantes 
también.  Lo mejor de mi ciudad es el 
transporte público. Lo peor es que es 

tan ruidosa. Tottenham es muy famoso 
por el estadio de fútbol  
– Tottenham Hotspur.

ROJDA S 9R
Me gusta vivir en  

Tottenham. Hay un cine  
muy cerca y un centro  
comercial. Me encanta  
mi barrio porque hay  

mucha marcha.

A. DIRIE 9J

No me gusta nada mi barrio 
dado que es un barrio muy feo.  
Desafortunadamente no hay 

turismo en Tottenham porque 
la zona no es interesante. Hay 

mucho tráfico y es ruidoso. Es un 
poco peligroso y hay cámaras de 

seguridad en algunas calles.

ASHO H 9G

COMMUNICATIONS FACULTY
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SPANISH FESTIVAL
SAN FERMIN PAMPLONA SPAIN / RUNNING OF THE BULLS

The fiestas of San Fermin are celebrated in Pamplona, in the region of Navarra, every year from the 
6th to the 14th of July.  They have become internationally known because of the running of the bulls, 
where the bulls are lead through the streets of the old quarter as far as the bull ring by runners.

The fiestas are celebrated in honor of San Fermin, patron saint of Navarra, although 
the religious aspect would seem to have taken on a secondary role over the last 
number of years.  Nowadays, the fiestas are seen as a mass gathering of people 
from all the corners of the world and where the partying, the fun and the joy of 
it all are the most outstanding ingredients.

The Encierro... The Running of the Bulls
The Encierro is the event at the heart of the Sanfermines and makes the fiesta a 
spectacle that would be unimaginable in any other place in the world.  It was born from 
need: getting the bulls from outside the city into the bullring.  The encierro takes place from July 7th 
to 14th and starts at the corral in Calle Santo Domingo when the clock on the church of San Cernin 
strikes eight o’clock in the morning.  After the launching of two rockets, the bulls charge behind 
the runners for 825 metres, the distance between the corral and the bullring.  The run usually lasts 
between three and four minutes although it has sometimes taken over ten minutes, especially if one 
of the bulls has been isolated from his companions.

Share	with	us	any	festival	(fiestas)	you	will	be	attending	this	summer.	
Que tengas un verano estupendo / have a great summer

Los Sanfermines is a very  
successful and well known festival 
in Spain and around the world. It 
is an old tradition involving bull 
fighting. Es una fiesta loca pero 

muy entretenida. Part of our GCSE 
Spanish course is to study a variety 
of festivals from Spanish speaking 

countries. I have thoroughly enjoyed 
the cultural side of learning Spanish.

ANTONIO 10R

Recently in Spanish I have been 
learning about various different 

Spanish festivals. I find one particularly 
interesting which Els Enfarinats 

translated as day of the innocents. It is 
Spain’s version of April fools day. It is 

an old tradition celebrated in December 
and it involves two groups throwing 

eggs and flour at each other.

WERONIKA 10H

I have thoroughly enjoyed learning 
about all the different, exciting festivals 

that happen in Spanish speaking 
countries. One interesting one is La 

Tomatina where they throw tomatoes at 
each other for entertainment. It takes 
place in August in Valencia. It is a well 
known festival, which has thousands 
of people coming each year. I hope to 

attend this festival soon

ANTHY 10K

La tomatina is a famous Spanish 
festival celebrated in August.  

It consists of a tomato fight and all 
people from around Spain and even 
the world come and take part in the 

festivities. The festivals we have 
learnt about in Spanish this year have 

been so interesting and different to 
our festivals here in England.  

A tomato fight! Isn’t that crazy!

GIOVANNI 10V

COMMUNICATIONS FACULTY

Charity Week

What a fun packed week we had back at the start of June!   
We had a Keepie Uppie competition won by Georgina in 8S 
with a massive 92 kick ups in one go!  There was Guess the 
Sweets and Raffles for everyone to take part in and thanks to 
an amazing group of students, and Mr. Liversidge, for making and 
baking lots of cupcakes and cake; we finished the week off with a 
sold out and scrummy Bake Sale.  Another successful event during 
the week was the Staff v Year 10 students Netball match.   
We are proud to say that the teachers won this year and the  
Year 10’s already want a re-match so watch this space!  So far 
this year we have raised £172.80 for Alzheimer’s Society and 
Parkinson’s UK and with the Non-uniform day planned for  
Tuesday 17th July we hope to double that!

Sports Day

What a wave of colour we were on Sports Day 2018!   
Well done to everyone who turned up and represented Wallis 
House in an event and thank you to tutors for encouraging 
students to get involved.  A special thank you to Ms. Akers and 
Mrs. Corbin for being very lively at the front of the House!

Top House Points

At present we are on 6602 House points for the year and our top 
house point earners are: 
Andreea Farimita 8F – 191 House points
Mariana Florica Cuc 11F – 139 House points
Bogdan Orup 7F – 135 House points
Alexandra Dumitru 9G – 121 House points
Mert Ismail 9F – 120 House points
A huge congratulations to our top 5 students with House points.  
Keep it going all the way into next year!

Summer House Challenge

This terms challenge was for our wonderful year 9’s to complete 
and it was to make a Strawberry Mille – Feuille from scratch!  
Asho 9G, Gerradean 9F and Mateusz 9G took on the challenge 
with confidence but it soon started to head in the wrong 
direction!  Asho said ‘The competition was very challenging 
but by the end of it I had learnt not to give up!’  They battled 
through when things were not going their way and by the end of 
it produced a beautiful looking Mille – Feuille and the best tasting 
one if you ask me!  

WALLIS HOUSE

The competition  
was very challenging  
but by the end of it  

I had learnt  
not to give up!

ASHO

Thank you’s

Thank you to the House reps, tutors and all attached staff for your 
support throughout the year.  A huge thank you to everyone who 
got involved with House Challenges, took part in and helped out 
with Charity Week activities and not forgetting everyone who 
brought the House together on Sports Day!  Thanks for making it 
another brilliant year.

Stay safe and have a great summer.

Miss Cox
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What a year Adkin’s House!
From the storming start produced by winning the Christmas 
House Challenge, to the exhilarating Sports Day scenes in 
July, there has been so much going on and so much student 
involvement to make me feel really proud to have been Head of 
Adkin’s House this past year!

Firstly, I would like to say an enormous congratulations to all 
Year 11 students and wish you all the greatest success for your 
examination results and future endeavours!  You have been a credit 
to yourselves and Adkins House! 

Next, I would like to thank and congratulate all students who took 
part in any house challenge event/spelling bee/debate/assembly/
fund raising activity.  Also well done to all students winning house 
points on a daily basis, your efforts have not been missed, and 
see Adkins House currently in a race for second place in overall 
number! 

A few certain highlights to remember from the past year:

• Duke’s mini marathon, won by our very own Wallace!

• Animal experience that wowed a large number of pupils!

• The most beautiful and creative teams that created Christmas 
decorations, easter rabbits and strawberry pastries! 

• Raising over £600 for house charities ZSL and ZSH, an amazing 
achievement and while school effort!  This will go a long way in 
protecting endangered species!

My role would not have been the same without the commitment 
and positive attitude of all students in Adkins house, whether 
that be small conversations, winning house points for your work 
and effort around school, or even more so the Tutor House 
Representatives - well done all.  A special thank you to our two 
superb House Captains: Deshawn Gordon and Helin Incedal for all 
the support given during assemblies and events over the year! 

This is a final farewell from myself, as I will be passing on the 
Adkin’s House mantle next year, as I take up a pursuit to further 
my career in animal conservation and protection of endangered 
species.  I wish you all the best and will depart with the following 
words:

Work hard, always be yourself and never stop taking risks!  
Go Adkins!

Thank you all,
Mr. Parkin 

ADKINS HOUSE

Being House Captain has been a 
great experience for me, especially 
as a year 7 student. I have enjoyed 
taking part in House Assemblies 
as well as organising and helping 

at house events such as the charity 
week where we raised a lot of money 
for ZSL. It has been a really exciting 

and enjoyable time for me

HELIN, 7H
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Sports day was the highlight of the term.  All Byrne students got 
involved and pushed themselves out of their comfort zones in 
both the track and field events. Byrne house did amazingly in all 
areas but particularly impressed on the track.  Kai (8K) was our 
champion runner who brought it home for us in all his events.  The 
day was overwhelmingly positive with students showing they thrive 
off a little healthy competition.

The last house challenge of the term was also outstanding. 
Jessy, Kamron and Caio (9P) made an incredible strawberry 
millefeuille, judged to be the best alongside Tull house!  The boys 
showed their skills by making custard, crème patisserie, whipped 
cream and a chocolate sauce and then arranging these into 
beautiful layers with the strawberries and creating a marbled top. 
They should be incredibly proud of their commitment and design.    

The Byrne house KS3 award this year goes to two students: 
Mihai T (7K) and Shenique D (8K).  They both embody the Duke 
attributes and are the kind of student that makes the school 
proud.

Shenique involves herself with as much as she can around the 
school; drama, music, cooking, sports (high jump and 100m 
champion) and academic work. She volunteers herself wherever 
possible to help staff and other students and brightens up the day 
of everyone she comes into contact with.

Mihai is an incredibly thoughtful and polite young man. From 
day one at Duke’s he has made the most of every opportunity 
presented to him. He has been an outstanding helper in the library 
and should be praised for his commitment to reading. His teachers 
inform me that he is never anything but a pleasure to teach.    

KS4 awards will follow next term!

BYRNE HOUSE

Sports day was so unfair  
because when Yayha was  
giving me the baton and  

Yassin got in the way

ABDIQANI (8P)

The house challenge was  
fun because we got to make  

something new!

KAMRON (9P)
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House point leaders:
1. Gheorghe-Marius (10K) – 75 
2. Diana (10P) – 46
3. Godfred (9K) – 42
4. Alamin (9P) – 247
5. Emirdzhan (8K) – 63
6. Altan (8P) – 134
7. Helin (7K) – 116
8. Wiktoria (7P) – 157

Keep up the great work!

It is with sadness I announce that I am leaving this year. It has been 
the best year of my professional life.  The students and staff at 
Duke’s made the job an absolute pleasure.  I will miss everyone 
in Byrne and the whole school.  I’m sure your next leader will be 
amazing and keep Byrne house shining!

Ms Keating

Mr Broadbent is 
faaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaast

8P COLLECTIVELY 
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SUMMER TERM SUCCESS STORIES

Accelerated Reader

Year 7 and Year 8 King House members have been working hard 
in reaching their targets this year in Accelerated Reader. Huge 
congratulations to the following students;

KING HOUSE
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GOOD  
JOB  

TEAM! 

TULL HOUSE NEWSLETTER 
ARTICLES – JULY 2018

Introduction

What a term it has been at Duke’s Aldridge Academy!
Many Tull House students have been getting involved with all 
sorts of activities and events at school – not just as part of 
Tull House but across the academy. 

Baking Success!

Huge congratulations to: Helena, Dan and Andrzej in year  
9 who took part in the Great ‘Duke’s Academy Bake Off’ 
on Friday 29th June. The students were tasked with creating 
an amazing Strawberry Mille-feuille – no mean feat! Guided 
by Mr Liversidge the students competed against the other 
Houses to produce the most stunning creation ever!  
The finished product was judged (alongside Byrne House) 
to have been the best! Well done Helena, Dan and Andrzej! 

House Points

It’s been a brilliant year with students going the  
extra mile to earn House Points. We’ve all worked  
very hard and at the time of writing Tull House is in  
the lead! Will we manage to secure first place at the  
end of term for the first time?! 

Congratulations to Kaasen (8S) who has been awarded the 
most House Points for Tull House this year – well done! 
Has achieved an amazing 152 House points this year. 

The ‘top 10’ Tull House Point achievers  
since September are:
• Kaasen – 9R – 152 points
• Alexandru – 9R – 146 points
• Calin – 7R – 137 points
• Daniela – 8R – 137 points
• Gavin – 7R – 136 points
• Tolga – 7S – 130 points
• Barbara – 11S – 125 points
• Tunar – 7R – 114 points
• Helena – 9S – 110
• Alexandru – 10R – 95 point 

Reading Success

Congratulations to everyone in the House for reading so 
much as part of the Accelerated Reader programme.  
The following students were the highest performing in 
terms of minutes read per day in Tull House:

7R – Aaliyah – 89 minutes, Laaibah – 65 minutes
7S – Samuel – 82 minutes, Mert – 74 minutes
8R – Daniela – 41 minutes, Mahdi – 33 minutes
8S – Safwan – 114 minutes, Sihma – 59 minutes 

Sports Day
Sports day 2018 was an amazing day for Tull House.  
There were real displays of grit, determination and hard 
work. I was so proud of every member of the House for 
taking part and supporting in such a big way.

Students are reminded that the Tull House motto is: ‘you 
are the hero of your own story’ and this is reflected in Mr 
Bawden’s theme for 2018-19: Get Involved! There will be 
more events taking place in the new school year and ALL 
Tull House students are reminded: if you don’t get involved 
you won’t be part of it!

Mr Bawden

TULL HOUSE

Accelerated Reader has 
given me confidence in my 
reading and has expanded 
my knowledge with all the 
different books I have read, 
I will carry on reading more 

when I go into Year 8

XIN YI IN 7V 

7T
Safwaanul
Sara
Cansu
Jordif
Cheryl
Ionut
Havin
Fiza

7V
Jun Jie
Jeilani
Xin Yi
Zulfu
Devante
Imad
Abigail
Jefferson

8T
Liyah
Baran D
Hazal E
Tyra
Evrim

8V
Innaya
Nicolae
Yigit
Terrill 

SCORE BOARD - TOP 10 STUDENTS  
WITH POINTS AWARDED

Well done to the following students who have  
earned the most house points this year:

Monica 9T
Liya 9T
Fernanda 7V
Bianca 8V
Ionut 7T

Evelin 7T
Tia 7T
Gizem 9T
Xin Yi 7V
Diyar 11V

Keep this 
up next 

year!

My favourite poem

Zaynab in 10T has chosen a poem which inspires and motivates 
her.  One of our themes this year has been to find inspiration in 
words and keep resilient and positive in whatever life throws at 
you.  This poem reflects that:

Charity Week

We held our Charity Week this year on Monday 14th  
May – Friday 18th May.   We were raising money for the Youth 
Sport Trust a national charity passionate about creating a brighter 
future for all children and young people through the power of 
sport.

Over the week a number of events took place including a  
World Cup sweepstake, a dodgeball competition and a sports 
themed quiz.

Students and staff also raised money  
by taking part in a 1k challenge with  
lots of running, walking, jogging,  
hopping, cycling and even star  
jumping taking place. Great fun  
was had by all!

It was a fantastic week in which  
King House raised over £400 for  
the Youth Sport Trust. This will make  
a huge difference to lives of many children  
across the community.  Thank you and  
congratulations to all those who got involved!

It was such a great week,  
I enjoyed playing in the  

dodgeball competition and  
raising money for a good cause,  
I feel proud to have taken part

TYRA IN 8T

Quiz
As part of the King House charity week, students took part in a 
quiz, see if you know the answers to the following questions?

• In netball, for what does WA stand?
• From what country does Lego come?
• How many holes are there on a standard golf course?
• What term is used in tennis for 40-40?

She sat ever so still;  
mind quiet,  
heart calm, 

 body relaxed. 
And she cried.

She cried the happiest tears.
For in that moment,

she was free from who everyone else
wanted her to be.

authenticity.
As radical as her needs were to modern society

she knew her truth.
Right then and there she decided to

stop hiding.
Right then and there she decided to

rewrite her life story.
Right then and there she grew her wings.

Right then and there she realized
what freedom means.

And she smiled.
And she laughed.
And she began. 

I loved taking part  
in the challenge.  
It made me feel  

very proud.

HELENA

It was hard but  
we worked well  

as a team

DAN

WELL 
DONE 
ALL!

WHAT AN 
ACHIEVEMENT!  

WELL  
DONE!
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