
HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL AND PARENTS’ SOCIETY 
MINUTES GENERAL MEETING MONDAY 12th November 2018 

 
 

 

PRESENT:  Martin Monks, Norma Pigram, Arj Lidder, Anne Senechal, Samantha 
Jackson, Tara Buss, Trevor Clulow, Catherine Condon, Mark Johnson, 
Tracey Johnson, Toby Weller, James Jury, Michael Mitchell, Susan 
Patterson, Jenny Hennah  

 
APOLOGIES:  Lindsay Huxley, Ros Ellis, Sanja Gnjatovic, Emily Hatch, Rachel Brown 
 

 
 
1. Acceptance of the minutes (24th September 2018) 
 

2 – Review Recent Events 
 

- Tuesday 25th September - Open evening – Refreshments 
Thanks to Emily, Norma and Dorothy for helping at this very busy evening. 
 

- Tuesday 23rd October – Year 11 6th form evening – Refreshments 
Thanks to Dorothy, Linda and Alistair for helping at this evening. 
 

- Wednesday 8th November – Year 13 consultation evening – Refreshments 
Thanks to Toby and Angela for helping at the evening 
 
Toby felt the signage used for requesting donations could be smartened up. 
Action - Toby 

 
3 – Future Events/Planning/Progress/Expectations/Event Heads 
 

- Monday 3rd December - Christmas Fayre – Tracey has had 45 stalls 
contact her, thanks to Samantha for her assistance with this. Stalls to be 
charged £15 each and to donate a gift towards the raffle prize. 
There are enough helpers on the rota to cover the setup and evening.  
Agreed to serve just German type hotdogs and not use the BBQ.  
Tracey has concerns about the footfall and the event needs advertising 
extensively through posters, Facebook, Twitter etc.  A banner outside 
Wilkos was to be considered. Anne has a good contact for banners. 
Michael Cranfield has offered to loan his decorations and help put them up 
on the Sunday before. Toby also offered his help on the Sunday. 
Tree last year cost £235 and was 16ft, the aim is to get a bigger tree for less 
money. 
Raffle tickets are in hand and Catherine will take ccare of stuffing envelopes 
etc. Easyfund Raising is also to be advertise on the reverse of the letter sent 
out with tickets.   
Prizes – 1st £200 Amazon voucher, 2nd Computer Game Bundle, 3rd Surprise 
Hamper (made up of the stall holders gifts) 
 

- Wednesday 5th December – Christmas concert – Bar for the interval. 
Lindsay, Catherine, Arj and Ros have all offered their help on the night. 
 



- Friday 7th December – Christmas Disco Years 7 & 8 boys’ and girls’ school 
Lindsay to head up this event, there are several parent helpers that have 
volunteered on the night.   
Martin had reservations about the disco being held in the main hall as last 
the floor needed to be cleaned.  However, there were also concerns about it 
being held in the dining room as there are possibly 90 extra students 
attending this year.  It was decided to be confirmed once ticket sales are 
finalised.  
 

- Wednesday 12th December – Year 11 consultation – teas/coffees 
Volunteers needed to help. SP will send email. 
 

5 – Finance  
James confirmed that the Charity Commission accounts are now completed for 
2016/2017 and in 2017/2018 as they were not over a certain limit didn’t need official 
accounts to be submitted.  Everything is now up to date. 
 

 
6 – AOB  
 
Saturday 13th July 2019 – Summer Ball - Anne 
 
We have booked the band (Definitive Ratpack again) same theme as before to be 'Las 
Vegas', Casino tables.  
The price to be kept to £60 per head. Tickets to be sold from January this time for 
maximum sales.   
Payment method to be discussed and review online banking – Action: James  
Pre-ordered wine - Hitchin wine merchant previously used is not in business, 
investigate other sources.   
Marquee has been booked - Anne to arrange as before but with a slightly different 
layout this time. 
Auction and Raffle prizes- should be the main priority this time! We need some big 
prizes, Restaurant vouchers, Football memorabilia, Spa weekends, Jewellery etc. 



Anne to draft new letter, to be printed on official school paper to send out before 
Christmas, many charity and sponsorship budgets are decided before January so its 
too late to apply in the new year.  
A 'masterlist' is being compiled as in previous years so we don't approach businesses 
multiple times. Michael to speak to Sam H about the sponsors she had for the last 
Summer Fayre and then a spreadsheet should be compiled. Action: Michael 
It was felt that the tickets could be advertised at the Girls school as they have such a 
close connection the HBS and they have no major events like this.  Also to advertise 
through the Sixth form students at the Priory. 
 
Facebook 
Susan had a very positive meeting with Mr Raynor to discuss how the Parents’ Society 
could setup a Facebook page.  It will be used to promote our events, request help 
when needed and hope to reach out to local and maybe national businesses for 
sponsorship opportunities etc.  Its marketing features will be very useful to gauge 
interest in events and help us to target the right audiences. Mr Raynor had 
recommended that we had three admin members Toby, Tracey, Samantha and Jenny 
offered their assistance and would setup a meeting with Caroline Hope to go through 
how this should be setup – meeting TBC 

 
Waitrose donation was confirmed by Arj as £367. 
 
 
Next Meeting: TBC 


