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“We want the very best for our students 

and  hope to continue to walk alongside them  

during the  final  years of their journey  

towards young adulthood.” 



 

Choosing a place to study is as important as 
choosing a career or choosing where to live. 
It is one of the key life decisions that we 
have to make and therefore one that requires 
careful consideration and time. For students 
who have already studied at the Convent, 
these final two or three years in the Sixth 
Form represents the finishing touches to 
them as students and as individuals, shaped 
and nurtured by their time spent in this very 
special faith environment. 

For students who are considering joining 
the Convent for their final years of school 
study, we all extend a very warm welcome 
and can assure you that you will soon feel 
like an important and accepted member of 
our school community. 

This is an exciting time to be a student at the 
Convent. We have continued this year to 
develop our curriculum offer so there are 
courses covering a vast range of subject 
areas at both advanced and intermediate 
level; something for everyone. We are also 
able to extend the course offer via our 
partnership with the other South Brent 
schools so, if a course is not offered at the 
Convent, a student may study a subject in 
one of our partner schools.  
 

 

 

The Convent is building its local and 
national profile as a school. From September 
2018 we became the first Centre for Research 
in Catholic Education to be situated in the 
South East of England. Research plays an 
important part in our work and the 
opportunity for all sixth formers to gain an 
additional advanced qualification in 
research will set them apart from other 
applicants for university and job applications 
in the future. 

We take these final years of preparing for 
young adulthood very seriously. Support and 
guidance for our students’ next steps forms a 
significant part of our Sixth Form provision. 
Our unique Oxbridge and Russell Group 
university application mentoring plus the 
doors of opportunity for our students to 
apply to study fully funded at university in 
the USA is unique to the Convent. 

I look forward to welcoming you joining us. 

Mrs L McGowan 
Headmistress 
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Our Vision 
 

To nurture each of our students to become confident, resilient and articulate 

young adults. 

 
 We challenge our students to fulfil their potential academically, socially and spiritually. 

 

 Great care is taken to build on the God given gifts and talents of each student as they 
progress through the Sixth Form. 
 

 Expectations are high for our students as they become leaders of the future, following our 
alumni to universities including Oxford, Cambridge and Ivy League US Universities. 

 

 

Our Aim 
 

To provide a Sixth Form experience which: 
 

 In its breadth, introduces each student to the fullness of a life rooted in the love of God. 
 

 In its balance establishes attitudes, which produce concern for truth and respect for 
others. 

 

 In its relevance, enables each student to make their contribution to society with dignity 
and faith. 

 

 Respects the uniqueness of each individual regardless of gender, race, faith, social 
background or ability. 

 

 Serves to develop a sureness to stand against all that undermines dignity of self and of 
others. 
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Our School 
Learning at the Convent of Jesus and Mary Sixth Form is rooted in the Gospel 

values in a warm, supportive, nurturing community that contrasts with a less 

spiritual approach found elsewhere. 

Christ is placed at the centre of all we do and the teachings and messages of Jesus are the 

foundation of our community. Excellence is promoted in every aspect of school life including 

academic achievement, conduct and citizenship. Prayer and worship are central to daily life and 

extensive fundraising for charities near and far is undertaken throughout the school year – our 

students’ generosity of spirit is admirable. We work with parents to ensure every student 

reaches their full potential and that they feel safe and happy from the moment they join our 

family. 
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Our Support 
 
We recognise that sixth form is a giant step from GCSE. 
The years spent studying at sixth form will facilitate the 
move to the next stage – university, apprenticeship or the 
world of work. To help our students get there, we have a 
team to support you in every way – academically, pastorally 
and spiritually.  
 
At the Convent of Jesus and Mary Sixth Form, we pride 
ourselves on being highly comprehensive and have a long 
track record of helping students progress to Oxford, 
Cambridge and other top universities. 
 
Our aim is to get the very best out of our students so that 
every individual is able to leave us and move on to the very 
best place for them. This, we believe, is how dreams are 
realised and ambitions achieved. 
 
Students in our sixth form experience the perfect balance 
between continuity of experience and the broadening of their horizons. We offer a level of 
guidance on going to university and other future pathways which we believe is absolutely 
unique and second to none. We closely with other outstanding schools around the London 
area to make sure that what we offer is of the highest quality. 
 
We are a forward looking sixth form and have embraced mobile technologies to enhance 
teaching and learning. All students are given the opportunity to purchase iPads or other 
tablets to support their learning and this allows teachers to be more creative - as well as 
supporting students in being more independent. Our modern and highly equipped Sixth 
Form Common Room and Refectory, Study Room and Conference Room enable our students 
to work in an environment best suited them. 
  
At the Convent, the relationships students develop with their teachers is an excellent balance 
between supporting them as students and recognising them as young adults. This is 
important in the transition from GCSE and in the preparation for life beyond school. The 
sense of community between staff and students is warm and caring – we work together with 
one common aim: achievement. 
 
Our enrichment programme is varied and allows for holistic development – we prepare our 
students for the world by developing their self-esteem and confidence; encouraging them to 
experience the world around them and by facilitating their academic success. 
 
If you are looking to study your advanced subjects in an environment that is absolutely 
focussed on you becoming the most successful and driven version of you, then, without doubt, 
this is the place that will ensure you excel and lead, with God’s grace. 
 
Ms C Paisley 

Acting Deputy Headteacher 
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What Will You Study? 

At the Convent Sixth Form, we endeavour to ensure that the Advanced Level Courses we 
offer are not only those that will enable our students to get into university but also meet 
their learning needs and interests. It is important that students are interested in their 
subjects and also that the subjects offered are valued by universities. 
The courses we offer provide challenge and support for all students and secure progression 
to university. Over 90% of our sixth form students’ progress to university including the 
Russell Group universities and Oxbridge. Others are fully supported in applying for 
apprenticeships.  

Advanced Level Courses 
 

Advanced Level Courses are Level 3 Courses that facilitate entry into Further Educational Institutions 

such as Universities. 
 

• Applied Science 

• Art 

• Biology 

• Business Studies 

• Chemistry 

• English Literature 

• French 

• Geography 

• History 

• Health and Social Care 

• Italian 

• Mathematics 

• Music 

• Performing Arts 

• Photography 

• Politics 

• Psychology 

• Religious Studies 

• Sociology 

• Spanish 

 
Intermediate Level Courses 
 

Intermediate Level Courses are Level 2 courses that support students in moving to Level 3 after one 

year of study. This pathway allows students to continue to develop their learning after GCSE and are 

often more practical in their approach. This means that different learning styles are catered for and 

that new opportunities are open to all. 

• Photography 

• Children's, Play, Learning and Development 

• Creative Digital Media 

• Health and Social Care 
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Academic Mentoring 
I have worked at the Convent of Jesus and Mary in various roles for 25 years and have also 
worked for Oxford University.  
 

Currently, my role involves tutoring students for entry into the most competitive courses 
(Law, Medicine, Engineering, etc.) at the most competitive universities such as Oxbridge, 
Russell Group and Ivy League Universities.  
 

This role is unique to the Convent and means that students here are very well supported in 
their university applications. We are extremely proud of our success as students leave us and 
go to the universities that provide the best courses for them. Our success rate at Oxbridge 
is admirable. 
 

I also work as a consultant for the Brunel Urban Scholars Programme and am involved in 
developing a specialist scheme with the Sutton Trust/Fulbright for students wishing to 
apply to top universities in the USA. This involves summer schools at Yale and Harvard at 
the end of Year 12 followed by the full application process in Year 13.  
 

Unsurprisingly, it is very competitive and is open to students from across the UK but this 
year we have two students in the final stage of the application – testimony to the calibre of 
our Sixth Form students. 
 

The investment placed in having someone employed in my role demonstrates our 
commitment to supporting students beyond their life within the school. We are 
determined that our students are facilitated in accessing the best opportunities available to 
them so they are able to fulfil their potential and achieve their ambitions as they prepare to 
compete with others nationally and globally. 
 

Mr J Colley 

Oxbridge, Russell Group and USA University Programme Mentor 
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The Sutton Trust US Programme 
“A benefit of attending the Convent of Jesus and Mary Sixth Form is how dedicated the 
teachers are in helping the students realise their full potential. They encourage us to be 
aspirational, reminding us that we are competing for success on a global scale and, with hard 
work and determination, the doors to the most exclusive universities can be opened to us. 
Particularly with the help of Mr. Colley, our school’s specialist Oxbridge and US College 
Mentor, students are able to take advantage of the opportunities made available to them and 
explore their true academic potential.  
 
One pathway that we can take advantage of is the Sutton Trust US Programme which aims to 
give state school students in Britain a taste of life at American universities. It is centred on 
exploring US study and includes a one-week visit to the US exploring introductory events at 
various universities. This is then followed up with application support so we are guided 
through every step of the journey. 
 
I was delighted to follow in the footsteps of previous students who gained positions on the 
programme and were both accepted to their first choice US universities last year. The 
Convent Sixth Form has an outstanding reputation with the programme and this is testimony 
to the hard work of our teachers, the students and the expert guidance of Mr Colley. 
 
My experience on the programme so far has been incredible. Not only has it offered me an 
unforgettable travelling experience around the US, but is has also helped me to establish 
myself as a competitive applicant for US universities and above all, The Sutton Trust US 
Programme has allowed me to believe in my abilities and instilled in me the confidence to 
succeed in my aspirations. 
 
It is easy to take for granted the unwavering support we have from our teachers and how 
much they do to ensure we have access to a plethora of wonderful opportunities; they help us 
to realise that our possibilities for success are infinite. I truly believe that it is this that makes 
the Convent Sixth Form the best choice for you!” 
 
Adelina  

Currently in her first year of Liberal Arts at Columbia University, NYC, USA 
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Teaching and Learning 
Learning at the Convent of Jesus and Mary Sixth Form is cooperative: 

teachers and students work together to develop skills and 

understanding. 

Our ambition is that every lesson should be engaging, challenging and enjoyable. Our 
teachers are approachable, well-qualified specialists, hand-picked for their expertise 
and academic background, who have incredible subject knowledge, a passion for 
learning and an understanding of young people. 
 

Progress is monitored very closely and specific interventions are available to supportall 
students to achieve their targets. Teachers and support staff strive to give every 
student the opportunity to experience success. Effort and achievement is praised and 
celebrated throughout the school year. 

 

“Students in the Sixth Form are engaged and enjoy their learning because teachers plan 
effectively.”   OFSTED 2017 
 

“Evidence of teaching and the school’s own assessment records show that students 
currently in the sixth form are making better progress than previous groups.” OFSTED, 
2017 
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Our students succeed! 

In the summer of 2019 47% of all A Level grades were A*, A or B and 79% were grade C or 

above.  

 
Every year, the vast majority of our year 13 leavers are able to take up their first choice place 
at renowned universities, including many from the prestigious Russell group. Our students 
are accepted on an impressive range of demanding and competitive courses including 
Medicine (4 students in 2019), Veterinary science, Law, History, Nursing, Psychology, 
Politics, Drama, Maths, Languages, Engineering, Biochemistry and so many more.  
 
We successfully support and guide students towards achieving their ambitions of achieving 
the highest grades, studying the most competitive degree courses and attending the most 
prestigious institutions.  
 
Our students regularly achieve places at Oxford and Cambridge or apply for and receive 
fully funded Fulbright scholarships to Ivy League US universities. 
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Pastoral Guidance 
Ensuring your happiness and safety is our highest priority. 

We know that in order to succeed, our students need to be happy. At the Convent of Jesus and 
Mary Sixth Form, we have a strong pastoral system designed so that someone is always looking 
out for you and identifying any signs of stress or worry that may affect your learning. Our 
experienced team of pastoral staff work alongside teaching staff to make sure any issues that 
our students face are addressed. 
 

Mentors, counsellors and our school chaplain are also available to provide a further layer of 
support and to guarantee the emotional and spiritual needs of our students are met as they 
face the challenges of growing into independent adults. 
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Catholic Life 
 

The Chaplaincy at the Convent exists to continue supporting students in Years 12 and 13. Together 
we build on our openness with God and hope to grow in friendship with one another. 
 

The Chaplain is available to students to provide a listening ear during challenging times. We 
believe in looking after the whole person and support is offered as life can sometimes be 
tough. 
 

Masses, retreats and trips are open to all sixth form students allowing them to strengthen their 
relationships with friends in environments that promote reflection and calm. These 
opportunities also allow students to temporarily step out of the pressure and stresses of life and 
focus on their mental health and well-being allowing them to regain the energy needed to be 
their best self and achieve success. 
 

The Liturgical Senior Prefects help prepare the liturgies and Masses, take a lead in the 
organisation of different charity events and volunteer their services to support our community. 
All of this allows them to share your talents and skills in service of others. Throughout the year 
we help those who have needs, whether here in our local area or abroad in our charitable 
endeavours. We put our faith into action, undertaking St Claudine’s value of service; we serve 
others. The students, in Year 12, can also apply to join us on the Westminster Diocese pilgrimage 
to Lourdes in July.  
 
Mrs A Sylvester- Charles 

Lay Chaplain and Teacher of Religious Education 
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Enrichment 
 
Your life is enriched with meaning when you allow yourself to become inspired, set 
goals and have passion. 

Young people are leaving school to enter an increasingly 
competitive world of further education, training and 
work. We provide enrichment opportunities to enable 
our students to develop personal, creative and life skills.  
 

Enrichment is a compulsory session and options are 
run on a termly or yearly basis depending on the 
activity. Sports, visual arts, performing arts, singing and 
volunteering with children are examples of some of the 
opportunities on offer this academic year. Activities can 
be based at our site, at one of the Consortium schools 
or out in the wider community. The curriculum 
experience is further enriched through trips to 
universities, theatres, lectures and retreats that allow 
students time to reflect on the values, passions and 
aspirations that drive them. 
 

Throughout year 12 and 13 students are encouraged to visit academic conferences and 
seminars, UCAS exhibitions, and careers fairs, where representatives from different 
vocational fields and universities give us tailored advice on how we can best achieve our 
individual long-term and short-term goals. Recent trips have included theatre productions, 
the Houses of Parliament and Germany. 
 

Additionally, guest speakers are regularly invited to share their experiences and 
insights, to inspire and enlighten our students on professional opportunities, poetry, 
literature and politics. 
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Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 

As of September 2019, all students in Year 12 at the Convent Sixth Form study for an 
additional qualification in the Extended Project. This gives every student a qualification in 
research that is equivalent to 28 UCAS points or one AS Level. The course enables students 
to choose a topic that is personally interesting to them and to develop a small scale research 
project. The outcome can be a dissertation, an event that they have arranged or an artefact 
they have created. 
 

This important qualification is something that sets Convent students apart from others, 
especially when they are ready to make their applications to university or employment. 
This exciting and innovative course leads students through a firm foundation in the 
principles and practices of academic and professional research. 
 
 

“I did the Extended Project Qualification or EPQ because I knew it would make me stand out 
from other students when applying for University. I later found out that some universities 
reduce entry grades if a student has done an EPQ as it is worth UCAS points. I enjoyed the fact 
that I could choose my own topic, because it encourages independence and curiosity about the 
world. 
 

My EPQ was about the treatment of prisoners at Guantanamo Bay and all the information I 
acquired has been very beneficial when it comes to understanding the context and impact of 
international events in my A Levels in History and Politics. Not only does EPQ help build 
research skills vital for academic study, it develops your organisation, time keeping and essay 
writing skills.” 

 

Vanessa 

Year 13 Student 
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University Guidance  
“At the Convent Sixth Form, we are supported in applying to Russell Group Universities 
and expertly advised on which universities we are best suited to, based on our career 
paths.  
 
We are also encouraged to go to lectures and university taster days and provided with 
opportunities to apply for programmes that can give us unique insight into universities 
such as trips to Ivy League Universities in America and to outstanding universities here in 
the UK, for example Brunel University which we have visited as part of the Urban 
Scholars Programme.  
 
Many of our opportunities are led by our Oxbridge and Academic Mentor, Mr Colley 
whose role is quite unique to the Convent. Not all Sixth Forms have someone who is 
totally devoted to helping students improve their profiles and develop their personal 
statements.  
 
I believe that thanks to this help, we all feel more confident and motivated in achieving 
the best possible outcome when progressing to university and we can also rest assured 
that our UCAS applications will stand out amongst the many thousands as we showcase 
ourselves well rounded individuals who are academically successful.  
 
We are luck y to have such a wealth of experience offered to us and it certainly helps 
make the step from the security of sixth form into the big world of university seem a little 
less daunting” 
 

Kristin 

Now in her first year of her of Spanish at Leeds University 
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Staff and students working in partnership 
 
“Year 11 and Sixth Form almost feel like two completely different worlds, but with the 
amazing support of our teachers, we are made as comfortable and safe as possible in our 
new environment. Despite the massive jump from GCSE to Advanced Level, we are 
motivated by the adults around us; they constantly provide us with extra resources and 
materials to make the transition easier as well as offering us those comforting words of 
encouragement! 
 

Our teachers in Sixth Form treat us like young adults and trust us to organise our study 
materials and independent studies. Unlike many large sixth form colleges, classes are 
much smaller compared to GCSE classes and this allows our teachers to focus more on 
us as individuals and our learning needs. It also means we have more chances to share 
our opinions and discuss our lessons with our classmates. 
 

One of the main reasons I decided to stay at the Convent, despite offers from many other 
colleges, was because I find it is my home. The Convent is where I have grown and 
learned life lessons – and I continue to do so.  
 
I am glad that this is where I have chosen to begin my higher education journey, 
surrounded by incredible teachers that you can’t find anywhere else and the amazing 
friends I have known since Year 7.” 
 

Giovanna 

Year 13 Student and Head Girl 

 

 

 
 

“The teachers are supportive and kind - the school setting is just the best and I 
do hope my younger daughter will get into this school.”  
 
YEAR 13 PARENT 
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Collaborative Partnership 
 

The Convent of Jesus and Mary is a member of a new collaborative Sixth Form 
Partnership alongside Capital City Academy, Newman Catholic College, Queens Park 
Community School and Crest Academy. 
 

Each partner school has developed a broad curriculum offer and courses taught at each 
school are available to all our students.  Lessons are taught in extended blocks, allowing 
time in between for students to travel from one school to another for their chosen subject. 
 

Our students will remain on roll at the Convent. This is their ‘home school’. Most of our 
students will study their full course programme at the Convent but they are also able to choose 
to study one of their courses at one of our partner schools if we are unable to accommodate it 
here or if there is a clash on the timetable. 
 

The Collaborative Partnership broadens the curriculum offer further and enables each 
student to study their chosen course combinations in order to pursue their academic 
ambitions to the full. 
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With God ’s grace, we excel and lead. 

Contact us here 

Convent of Jesus and Mary Language College 

Crownhill Road, Willesden, London, NW10 4EP 
 

Tel: 020 8965 2986 

Email: office@cjmlc.co.uk 

Web: www.cjmlc.co.uk 

 

Follow us on Twitter @cjmlc for updates 

http://www.cjmlc.co.uk/
http://www.cjmlc.co.uk/

