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          27 August 2019  
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Re: School Policy on Mobile Phones 
 
Further to the Governing Body reviewing the school policy on mobile phones, I write to inform 
you and our students of the outcome and decision reached by the Governing Body, during their 
summer meeting, for how we move forward. 
 
As you are aware, the school has for many years held a complete ban on mobile phones and 
students have been forbidden to bring them to school. However, a proposal was put forward by 
the students, debated by the Student Parliament  and voted on by the students and staff at the 
school towards the end of the last academic year. The proposal was to reverse the ban on mobile 
phones and allow students to bring a mobile to school if they wished.  The outcome of the debate 
and vote on the issue was overwhelmingly in favour of the proposal. 
 
Governors have looked at the outcome of the discussions and the vote and have taken into 
consideration the large number of students who travel to school from some distance, and the 
concerns expressed by a number of parents that they wish their daughters to have a means of 
communication in case of emergency or travel difficulty. Governors have agreed to trial the 
following procedure for the duration of the Autumn term between September and December 
2019: 
 
From September to December 2019, students will be given permission to bring a mobile phone to 
school purely on the grounds of communication and safety whilst travelling to and from school.  
 
Students and parents will be required to sign an agreement to confirm their acceptance of the 
policy and their agreement to abide by it. The privilege of permission to bring a mobile phone to 
school will be introduced on a trial basis from September to December 2019 after which the 
Governing Body will review the trial outcomes and make a decision on whether this then becomes 
school practice.  
 
The Governing Body reserves the right to withdraw this privilege at any time and return to the 
policy of no mobile phones. 
 
Students must abide by the following rules: 

1. The mobile phone is to be SWITCHED OFF BEFORE the student enters the school gates. 
2. The mobile phone is to be kept in the student’s bag, NOT in their blazer pocket or anywhere 

on their person. 
3. The mobile phone is NOT to be switched on until the student has left the school grounds. 
4. Any mobile phone seen or heard by a staff member whilst the student is on the school 

premises or anywhere in the school grounds, will be confiscated immediately for a period 



 

of 2 weeks from the point of confiscation. It will only be returned to a parent or adult 
family member at the end of the 2-week period. 

5. Phones that are confiscated will be placed in a named bag and given to the Headmistress’ 
PA and placed in the school safe. 

6. Any repeat of a confiscation will result in the student being excluded from school. Their 
privilege to bring a mobile phone to school will be withdrawn. 

7. If a student refuses confiscation of their mobile phone they will be excluded from school 
with immediate effect. Their privilege to bring a mobile phone to school will be withdrawn. 

8. If a mobile phone is used to film or take pictures of any part of the school day, the student 
will face a penalty of a serious exclusion up to and including permanent exclusion. 

9. If a student films or takes pictures of any staff member at any time, within or outside of the 
school, they will face a penalty of a serious exclusion up to and including permanent 
exclusion. 

10. Parents/adults should never contact their child during the school day via their child’s mobile 
phone. All parental communication must go through the school office. Students must never 
use their mobile phone to make outside contact during the school day. 

11. Students who are in Inclusion must follow the same rules as detailed above. 
12. The school will never investigate lost or missing phones and accepts no liability for lost or 

missing phones. It is the responsibility of the student to ensure their phone is stored safely 
in their bag. 

 
It is a big step for the school to create conditions under which students can have their mobile 
phone with them during the school week and this decision has not been taken lightly. It is made in 
the spirit of trust that the students will abide by the above rules which will be strictly enforced. If 
the rules are broken the penalties will be severe, leading to exclusion. 
 
At the start of term, all students and parents will be invited to sign the Mobile Phone Home-
School Agreement which confirms acceptance of the rules and the agreement of both parent and 
student to abide by them. It also confirms students' and parents' acceptance of the consequences 
should the rules not be followed. 
 
I write to you now to inform of the new rules ahead of the start of term on 4 September (for Year 
7 and 6th Form students) and 5 September for all other year groups. The agreement will be given 
to the students to stick into their planners on their first day of school in September and you will 
be required to sign this agreement by the end of the first week back. Only students with signed 
agreements will be permitted to bring a mobile phone to school. 
 
Please take time to discuss this change of policy with your daughter and to go through the rules. If 
you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me via the school office. 
 
I wish you a pleasant and restful end of summer and look forward to welcoming your daughter to 
begin the new school year next week. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mrs L. McGowan 
Headmistress 
 

 


