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CON V EN T  GIRL S  DEB AT E 
BREXIT ON BBC NEWS

 CJM students had their first 
Parliamentary style debate 
aired on the BBC evening 
news at the beginning of the 
year when they discussed the 
impact of the EU Settlement 
Scheme on pupils, with local 
MP Dawn Butler joining in their 
debate.

 The pupils launched 
the Student Parliament in 
November having decided to 
scrap their school council.

 The BBC filmed the debate 
and interviewed the girls on 
their concerns over the EU 
Settlement Scheme.

 As of 30 March 2019 anyone 
who is from the EU has to apply 
to the government to continue 
living in the UK. The school 
estimated that around a third 
of its pupils would be impacted 
by the scheme, and at the time 
of the debate, had to face a cost 
of £65 to make an application. 

Term ends.  
NO EARLY CLOSURE

Full school return  
after Easter

Year 9 Parents evening  
4–7pm; Early closure 3pm

Steinway School Inaugural 
piano recital 6–7.30pm

Bank Holiday

Year 8 Parents evening  
4–7pm; Early closure 3pm

GCSE Music Showcase  
4–5 pm

Year 13 Leavers Mass

May Procession Our  
Lady of Willesden

Bank Holiday

Half Term break

Return to school

Whole school Assessment 
Week. Early closure each  
day at 12.40

Brent Primary School Choir  
of the Year event 5-8pm

Annie the Musical

Induction day for new  
Sixth Form

Sports Day

Summer Fair 12-3pm

House Activities and Quinta

Term ends. Early closure 
12.40pm
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Our twitter account is super busy! Follow us on @cjmlc for updates

More photographs on page 2 >
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MESSAGE FROM MRS L MCGOWAN

 Welcome to our Spring edition 
of the Convent Times. It is another 
bumper edition which highlights 
how much happens in the life of a 
busy and vibrant, happy and 
productive school community. We 
have been fortunate to have 
welcomed some inspirational 
figures to our school in the past few 
months; Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
chose our school to address 6th 
Form students on the importance 
of the Mass in their young lives. 
Mary Robinson the first female 
President of Ireland, and 
UN Special Envoy on Climate 
Change 2014-2015, dropped by 
to visit and address the 6th Form 
A level Geography students, and 
of course MP Dawn Butler watched 
our first ever Student Parliament 
debate and Prime Minister's 
Question Time which was then 
filmed by BBC London News.

 I strongly believe this will be a great year 

for Convent history because students now have 

a real voice and our school wants to hear what 

we have to say.

JOANA REIS, HEAD OF KATHERINE HOUSE  
AND PRIME MINISTER

 Two days after the debate aired on the BBC Prime 
Minister Theresa May announced she was scrapping 
the fee to apply for settled status.

 On hearing the news Mrs McGowan added: “We 
would like to think the voice of the youth heard in 
a fair, principled and measured way, might have 
influenced this decision.”

 The governing party ‘Katherine’ and school Prime 
Minister have started work delivering a manifesto 
that includes helping to find a new catering company 
to supply food to their canteen and providing 
sanitary products to all pupils free of charge.

 Local Labour MP Dawn Butler who supported 
and heard the debate also offered to host a student 
debate in Parliament.

 The next Student Parliament will take place in the 
hall during PSHE on Friday 5 April. 

 Visit cjmlc.co.uk/news to watch the girls in action 
on the BBC.

 Our school is certainly putting itself on  

the map. In May we are preparing to host a recital by 

internationally renowned concert pianist Philip Fowke 

who is the Patron of our new Steinway School. And 

if that’s not enough there is also talk of a Hollywood 

actor coming to visit as our next Friday Speaker. 

 I could not be more proud of our wonderful 

school and of the achievements of our students. Lent 

has been a time where their kind hearts have shone 

through in the fundraising activities each House 

and year has been engaged in. Many students have 

been recognised for the contribution they have 

made to our community in the Jack Petchey Awards.  

Well done to all!

 Wishing all our students and their families 

a very happy and holy Easter.

MRS L MCGOWAN, HEADMISTRESS

 It is important to teach children about 

democracy in a fun and engaging way. Too 

many people do not understand the workings 

of our country’s political system so using the 

framework of a mock Parliament has allowed 

our students to experience a parliamentary 

debate.

HEADMISTRESS LOUISE MCGOWAN

http://cjmlc.co.uk/news


 The Archbishop of 

Westminster, Cardinal Vincent 

Nichols, visited us in March to 

address our sixth form students 

on the importance of a deeper 

understanding of the Catholic 

faith and strengthening their 

relationship with God as they 

make their way out into the 

world.

 The Cardinal, who is keen to 

reach out to young people as 

they approach the difficult but 

important milestone of preparing 

to leave school, focused his 

conference on ‘Exploring the 

Mass’.

 The interactive talk, touched 

on how and why it is important 

to continue developing a good 

understanding of their faith 

and the value this offers young 

practising Catholics as they 

embark on life after school. 

The Cardinal spent time going 

through the various sections 

of the Mass and discussed 

the significance of each part. 

The pupils were also given the 

opportunity to ask the Cardinal 

questions which included 

querying what work was going 

on to attract new young people 

to the Catholic Church as well 

as encouraging and supporting 

current members. They also 

asked his advice on how best to 

respond to difficult questions 

they have had from people of 

other faiths, or no faith, regarding 

the Mass.

 Over 200 students gathered 

for his address which included 

sixth formers from St Gregory's 

Catholic Science College, St 

Anne’s High School and The 

Douay Martyrs School.

 Headmistress Louise McGowan 

said: “We were very blessed to 

have the Cardinal visit and it was 

such a unique opportunity for 

our students and invited pupils 

to benefit from his guidance.”

 The visit from the Cardinal 
was really great. He seemed like 
a very down to earth person, 
with a lot of insight into the 
religious life and experience 
Catholics should try to achieve. 
His talk about the Mass was 
very eye-opening and helped 
me see the Mass and all its 
parts very differently. I also 
learned many new things, like 
the fact that Cardinals wear a 
red cap to show they are ready 
to die for their faith.

ANA 12 FLORENTINA

 For an agnostic such as 
myself, the Cardinal’s visit 
didn’t seem like it would be a 
valuable experience. However, 
when he started speaking his 
words somehow stood out 
from the usual Catholic figures 
I encounter. It was insightful 
and by the end of his talk I felt 
fascinated by the Mass. It is 
the equivalent of celebrating 
a historical event; Jesus’ 
monumental sacrifice was the 
beginning of a more pure and 
innocent relationship between 
God and the people, and Mass 
celebrates that. 

KRISTINA 12 CECILIA
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Archbishop of Westminster 
Discusses Faith and the  
Future with Students
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  We were so honoured to 
have Mary come and talk to our 
girls today, her achievements 
have inspired us all and 
reminds our girls that success 
is something we should all 
strive towards despite the 
barriers.

HEADMISTRESS LOUISE MCGOWAN 

 The first woman President 

of Ireland and former UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights 

Mary Robinson attended the 

Convent at the end of March to talk 

to pupils about the fight against 

climate change and its impact on 

our human rights.

 Mary, who was in London to 

officially collect a Kew International 

Medal for work on food security 

and climate justice on Tuesday, 

opened her talk to pupils by sharing 

the personal connection she has 

with the Convent having had 

two aunties who were Jesus and 

Mary nuns and once considering 

becoming a nun herself.

 With a background as UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, 

and her appointment by Nelson 

Mandela as one of The Elders, 

an independent group of global 

leaders that works for human rights, 

Mary herself went on to establish 

the Mary Robinson Climate Justice 

Foundation. Here she focused the 

conversation between human rights 

and climate change, highlighting 

the fact that all the good work 

that was being done to help poor 

countries was being undermined by 

the effects of climate change. Mary, 

who advised she ‘always keeps a 

copy of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights in her handbag’ 

described to students what 

she calls the intergenerational 

dimension of climate change and 

the responsibilities for the world 

that will be inherited by young 

people and those generations yet 

to be born.

 Pupils were invited to ask 

questions which covered her 

thoughts on globalisation.

 In answering Mary Robinson 

said: “One of the things we need to 

look at is how we run our economies. 

We basically run them on consume, 

consume, consume, produce 

consume – we can’t go on like that. 

We need to move towards a more 

sustainable life and livelihood.”

 Mary discussed with the girls 

some of the highlights of her 

prestigious career and reassuringly 

emphasised that she didn’t start off 

with a plan for where she is today, 

but being wedged between four 

brothers did spark an early interest 

in gender equality and human 

rights.  

 Mary also benefited from 

parents who told her she had the 

same opportunities as her brothers, 

and despite life in Ireland at the 

time not reflecting that sentiment 

- and bookies odds at 100 to one 

when she stood for President - 

Mary defied expectations becoming 

Ireland’s first female President 

1990 – 1997.

 In the fight against climate 

change Mary advised pupils: “Do 

something to make a difference 

that you wouldn’t otherwise do, in 

your families, lives and home. In my 

case it was becoming a pescatarian. 

Secondly once you have made your 

own personal commitment, you 

need to get angry with government, 

and that’s governments of every 

level, who are not doing what they 

should be doing. And the third thing, 

which I think is really important, and 

something young people can really 

help with is, to imagine the world 

we want to get to. A world where we 

don’t need to do some of the things 

we thought we had to do in modern 

life, a world of happier times and 

better relationships perhaps.”

Mary Robinson first 
woman President of 
Ireland talks to CJM girls 



 It’s a crucial time for year 11 students 

who are not only about to sit some of 

the most important exams of their lives 

but many have already started to think 

about universities. Despite there still 

being a few years before they make 

the leap into higher education, it is 

important that pupils fully understand 

what they are working towards, and 

start preparing now if they want to get 

in to some of the best universities in 

the country. With that end goal in mind, 

a day trip to UCL was arranged where 

students got to explore the campus, its 

facilities and sit in on a lecture giving 

them a real taste of university living. The 

school hopes to arrange more of these 

visits over the course of the year.

8 9
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GETTING AHEAD

 Ten Jack Petchey awards were taken home by 

pupils and staff from CJM who were recognised at 

a ceremony earlier this year for their outstanding 

achievements. The event, held by Brent Council 

and hosted by the Mayor Cllr Arshad Mahmood, 

is organised by The Jack Petchey Foundation and 

was set up to inspire, motivate and recognise 

young people who have gone above and beyond. 

Congratulations to Adelina, Jerusalem, Himashi, 

Divina, Felicci, Reah, Lily, Maryanne and Zainab 

who all received an award for being outstanding 

achievers. Site staff member Dino was recognised 

for his outstanding leadership.

To view more pictures from the night visit:  

www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk/events/

JACK PETCHEY

AWARD
WINNERS

 Do you have a nose for news? Then we have a job 

for you - we are on the hunt for ambitious and creative 

students to join the Convent Times editorial team. 

 We want you - our pupils - to have a hand in the 

production of this magazine, whether that’s pounding 

the playground sourcing the hottest stories in school 

or interviewing your teachers on the issues that matter 

to you. Or perhaps you’re more interested in being 

the official Convent Times photographer or graphic 

designer. Whatever the case, we’d love to hear from you. 

 Being part of the editorial team is a great way to get 

some first-hand experience of what it takes to work in 

the media and is valuable to have on your CV.

 To apply, send in a report (200 words max) telling us 

a bit about yourself and what you would like to change 

or read about in Convent Times to Ms Sedze, Marketing 

Manager on osedze@cjmlc.co.uk by 26 April 2019.

CALLING
A L L  B U D D I N G 
JOURNALISTS 

 Pupils took to the stage in March to 

perform in the first school production dedicated 

solely to dance in a show entitled Colours. The 

talented students had spent months rehearsing 

for the performance in the school’s newly built 

professional dance studio and performed for 

a packed audience of parents, teachers and 

loved ones.

NEXT CJM SHOW: 

ANNIE THE MUSICAL  

3-4 JULY AT 7PM

DANCE 
IN FULL 
COLOUR 

http://www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk/events/


Student 
Drop off  
Point for 
Mobiles

 A mobile phone concierge service that will 

provide pupils with a secure location to leave their 

phones at school in the morning for collection 

and use on their way home, is being considered by 

CJM and if approved will be trialled by pupils this 

Summer. 

 Leaders of the School Parliament met 

with Headmistress Louise McGowan in February 

to discuss the possibility of offering the service to 

pupils which aims to be a healthy middle ground 

for both the school and its students. The proposal, 

which was supported by a staff vote, has since 

been considered by the school governors and 

after a long and detailed discussion, they have 

authorised a plan to be drawn up for exactly 

how the service will work and the costs involved 

in converting a space to host the service. If final 

approval is granted, the service will be trialled 

in September 2019. A decision will then be taken 

in the Summer term whether or not to continue 

offering the service. 

 Until then, the rule on mobile phones not 

being permitted in school remains in effect and 

any phones seen, heard or found via spot checks 

will be confiscated according to school policy.

11
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 Year 11 Geography pupils 

enjoyed a field trip to Plymouth 

over the Autumn term learning 

about life in another city for their 

Urban Regeneration study. 

 We stayed at Slapton Ley 

Field Centre in Devon. During our 

stay we learned about the urban 

regeneration of Plymouth as 

well as doing some field work on 

the changing course of the river 

Lemming. We first travelled to the 

upper course of the river to measure 

its different properties such as 

velocity, bedload roundness and the 

depth of the river. We had a special 

piece of equipment to measure 

velocity called a flow meter. The 

flow of water through the meter 

gives a reading on the velocity of 

the river. We went into Plymouth on 

the third day to see how successful 

urban regeneration was across the 

town. We visited two sites: Royal 

William Yard which was once a naval 

base and North Stonehouse which 

used to be a deprived area. We 

used different methods of sampling 

to see which area had experienced 

successful regeneration.

SIAN 11 ANGELA

 The geography trip was a 
great way to learn about human 
and physical geography. Apart 
from the learning aspect I was 
able to bond with a variety of 
people. I experienced a real life 
example of urban regeneration 
as we explored Plymouth: the 
trip really made the textbook 
come to life. Overall it was a fun 
and informative trip. 

MARIA, 11 KATHERINE

 Each day was fun, creative 
and productive. The part I 
enjoyed most was the marine 
work, actually getting into a 
river and taking measurements.

LASHONTE 11 ANGELA

 The scenery was beautiful 
and even though the river work 
was cold it was really enjoyable.

NIAMH 11 FLORENTINA

  Years 10, 11 and 
12 got the chance to meet 
delegates from a variety of 
employment sectors and 
higher education providers at 
our recent Careers Fair. 

 Creative industries 
were well represented with  
Fashion, theatre and TV 
companies in attendance. 
STEM opportunities were also 
being talked up by engineers 
from Transport for London 
and a squadron leader from the 
RAF specialising in cyberspace 

communications. As ever, the 
fire brigade and police were 
popular, not least because they 
brought outfits along for the 
students to try on. We were 
pleased to welcome the parent 
of one of our students who came 
from HSBC to talk about ways 
in to banking and financial 
services and an ex-student of 
the Convent came from a large 
consultancy firm to talk about 
property services. 

MS LAWRENCE, CAREERS LEADER

ANNUAL CAREERS FAIR

 I enjoyed meeting the 

students and opening their 

minds to a role in engineering. 

All were very friendly and keen 

to learn. 

TRACEY KITT, YOUVIEW TELEVISION.

 The students were engaged 

and well-prepared with good 

questions.

RHIANNON EVANS,  
LONDON AIR AMBULANCE

 The Convent joined 
hundreds of organisations 
to celebrate Safer Internet 
Day and participated in a 
national conversation about 
using technology responsibly, 
respectfully, critically and 
creatively. During assemblies 
and PSHE lessons we highlighted 
the positive uses of technology 
as well as the dangers, and got 
the whole school community to 
examine their role in helping to 
create a better and safer online 
community. Following on from 
that we had KPMG come in 
to deliver Cyber Champions 
workshops for years 7 to 10 on 
e-safety and cyber security. 

MRS MACLEAN-THOMAS, CURRICULUM 
LEADER FOR BUSINESS STUDIES

STAYING SAFE WHILE 
SURFING THE NET 

Convent of Jesus and Mary Language College
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Snackery Update
 As a group of year 9 Business Studies students we have set up our 

own business selling stationery in the library at break and lunch as well 

as snacks after school. We are taking part in the Tycoons in Schools 

competition sponsored by the Peter Jones Foundation for Enterprise. 

We’ve enjoyed witnessing the business go from being an idea on paper 

to becoming fully functional. We have made a total revenue of £1,500 

and a profit of £500. At this point in mid-March we are third place on 

the Tycoons competition leader board. 

LAURA 9 FLORENTINA  
AND ZAINAB 9 CECILIA

 Our year 10 volleyball 

team took part in the London 

Youth Games Finals. They 

had a brilliant time, were 

great ambassadors for the 

school and enjoyed their day of 

competition. During their last 

game they scored an amazing 

23 points. Congratulations to 

Dania, Nicola, Felicci, Jocelyn, 

Michelle and Neha. 

MR MOSCATELLI, INCLUSION AND 
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES MANAGER

CJM MAKES LONDON VOLLEYBALL FINALS

BULLYING AMBASSADORS 
 New anti-bullying Ambassadors from years 7 and 

8 have been appointed. 

 Congratulations to Chelsea 7 Cecilia, Sedra and 

Manjiba 8 Angela, Sherae and Josianne 8 Cecilia and 

Shannon 8 Florentina who are joining our existing 

team of year 10s. The girls’ first duty in post was 

to represent the school at the Brent Anti-Bullying 

Council meeting at Newman College. 

MR MOSCATELLI, INCLUSION AND  
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES MANAGER

 Our fabulous year 11 Wellbeing Ambassador Group 

have been launching lots of new initiatives and working 

incredibly hard behind the scenes. ‘Motivational 

Mornings’ radio soundbites are being aired weekly. 

These messages are positive, inspiring and encouraging 

and cover a wide range of subjects. Listen out for the 

leaders of tomorrow!

 Students have also been collecting applications for  

‘The Big Sister Programme’ and we hope to receive 

more. A huge thank you to Mahasty, Aleks, Mari, Nia, 

Hannah, Naomi, Jerusalem, Jennifer and Lashonte for 

just being the most wonderful advocates and team! 

You are a credit to the school and yourselves. 

 There is still time to be a ‘Big Sister’ the deadline 

for Year 11 applicants is Friday 26 April for everyone else 

it’s Friday 3 May.

MRS ZIFF, STUDENT WELLBEING CO-ORDINATOR

Wellbeing 
Ambassadors 
Get to Work

14 15
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 A tea party and Mass, 
held in honour of our new 
Year 7 students, took place on 
Valentine’s Day to officially 
welcome pupils and their 
parents into our school 
community and hearts.

 This event, which is held 
annually for new starters, 
celebrates our pupils and 
allows them to ref lect on what 
it means to be a ‘Convent Girl’.

 The girls started their 
day by writing a letter 
to their future-selves in 
Year 11. The letters are 
important as they will 
be given back to the girls 
just before they start their 
GCSE exams to bring them 
a little joy, encouragement 
and a reminder of what 
fabulous human beings they 
are during a demanding 
and stressful period of 
their lives. All the letters 
were bound together in their 
House colours and offered as 
a gift along with their own 
bible during their special 
welcome Mass.

 Later in the day we reflected 
on the values and qualities 
of being a Convent Girl. The 
foundation of our school, and 
what we endeavour to instil in 
all our girls, is the importance 
of the values of St Claudine; love 
of Jesus and Mary, forgiveness, 
service, simplicity, family spirit 
and education. Year 7 were 
asked to decorate a gingerbread 
woman using symbols to show 
these values. Each intricately 
detailed gingerbread woman 
was then offered to their loved 
ones during a very special tea 
party held at the end of the day.

 I want to extend a huge 
thank you to the parents who 
attended the tea party; I am so 
pleased we were able to welcome 
you as part of our extended 
family. Thanks also to Ms 
Rose, Catering Manager, and 
our fabulous Year 8 and Sixth 
Form helpers that lived out St 
Claudine’s value of ‘service’ by 
being the best hosts and serving 
our guests at the event.

MRS D BURNABY, HEAD OF YEAR 7

CJM WELCOMES 
NEW PUPILS

 On the day we decorated 
our gingerbread women with 
colourful icing showing why we 
love being a Convent girl. We 
then went to the tea party and 
saw all the lovely parents. My 
favourite part of the day was 
us all working together as one 
big family. This made me feel 
happy.

HANNAH 7 FLORENTINA

 The tea party was a great 
experience where parents 
got to meet our Form Tutors. 
I found it lots of fun because 
I got to write a letter to my 
future self so when I am older I 
get to look back and remember 
this special day. We had a Mass 
and we all received a special 
blessing and gift from Fr Terry. 
I was so thankful to receive a 
Bible from my teachers. The 
tea party was lots of fun and 
we got to eat our specially 
decorated gingerbread women. 
Both my sister and myself 
really enjoyed the day. 

AYOKA 7 ANGELA
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WORLD BOOK DAY  
 Did you know World Book Day 

is organised by UNESCO as a 

worldwide celebration of books 

and reading, and it’s marked in 

over 100 countries around the 

globe. Celebrations take place 

all over the world to recognise 

the magical power of books – 

‘a link between the past and 

the future, a bridge between 

generations and across cultures.’ 

The first ever WBD was in 1995 

and so next year will be a HUGE 

event to champion 25 years of all 

things book-ish.

 Our year 7s got to spend 

World Book Day this year 

thinking about books, poems, 

writing and words. Here’s what 

some of them thought of our 

celebrations:

 Caroline, an actor and poet, 

visited on World Book Day 

to show us how to create a 

soundscape which is a range of 

sounds that tell a brief story. 

We divided into two groups and 

worked on a soundscape based 

on a farm in the countryside. 

Our soundscape was about a 

stormy night when a girl went 

outside for some fresh air and 

ran since something or someone 

was coming after her and a cow 

prances on top of her and she 

screams. We performed the 

soundscape and then wrote a 

poem all together, also with a 

rural setting.

ABBIE 7 CECILIA, FLORENTINA

 On World Book Day first 
we made a lovely poem using 
words we all suggested to 
describe sounds, objects and 
places. We used a farm setting 
for that. In another lesson we all 
did art and we had to design our 
own clock for the White Rabbit 
from Alice in Wonderland. 
Another class made cakes for a 
Mad Hatter’s Tea Party. It was 
such an amazing experience!

HANNAH 7 FLORENTINA

 World Book Day was filled 
with fun activities around 
books and writing. We were 
taken off timetable and had a 
series of workshops including 
one with children’s author 
Sarah Kilbride. She showed 
us some of her stories to help 
inspire our own writing and 
also shared the story of how 
she became published. We 
found it exhilarating to spend 
the day talking about some of 
our all-time favourite books. 

CHARMELLE AND TOMI 7 MATILDA
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CHAPLAINCY

 During our Ash Wednesday 

liturgies we thought about 

fasting, praying and almsgiving.  

The act of almsgiving links with 

St Claudine’s value of Service.  

As a community we thought 

about ways to help others and 

chose to support three charities 

this Lent. We have two members 

of staff running the London 

Marathon in April for PhabKids 

so we supported them. We 

also have ten sixth formers 

who will be volunteers at the 

Diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes 

this summer, so we fundraised 

for them. The third charity we 

chose was the Catholic Children’s 

Society. Fundraising ideas were 

particularly creative this year, 

with students hand-tying ribbons 

in the school colours to hair ties 

and cheerful woolly pompoms 

being made for sale.

 As a school we agreed to 

fast for Lent: no fizzy drinks, 

sweets, chocolates, crisps or 

cakes. Fasting links with another 

of Claudine’s values; simplicity. 

Alongside our fasting the PE 

Department offered lunchtime 

exercise sessions like skipping 

and dance to music; Miss Shakes 

made healthy smoothies and 

we had Friday ‘soup and a roll’ 

lunches to support CAFOD.

 Finally, we challenged 

everyone to ask how many of 

us pray individually? Not just in 

school with our class, but outside 

too - walking to the bus stop, on 

the bus, on our way home, quietly 

in our rooms.  We need to open 

that channel of communication 

with God. We should speak in 

the silence of our heads and our 

hearts will hear the answer.

LENT AND CHARITABLE SUPPORT UPDATE FROM LAST TERM
•  During Advent, students took 

up the challenge to raise money 

for four charities and they had 

cake sales, raffles, readathons 

and even a Santa Dash to help 

raise money for those who 

are in need or less fortunate 

than ourselves. The following 

charities benefitted from our 

students’ acts of kindness: 

Cardinal Hume’s The  

Passage £1,205.91;  

Mary’s Meals £1,109.21;  

St Luke’s Hospice £942.87; 

Lourdes pilgrimage £517.78

 A big thank you to parents, 

families, students and staff for 

the tremendous support for our 

fundraising ventures.

MRS SYLVESTER-CHARLES, CHAPLAIN

 Students were also actively 

fundraising for a variety of charities 

last term and by Christmas we 

had raised an incredible total of 

£4,480.30.

•  Sixth Formers invited us to a 

Macmillan Coffee Morning in 

September and they raised 

£244.70 by selling lovely baked 

treats and coffee.

•  The school community as a 

whole wore one item of pink 

clothing in October in support 

of raising awareness for breast 

cancer and raised £459.83.

NEWS



 CJM had its very first Duke of 

Edinburgh (DofE) presentation 

evening on 21 February. It was 

spectacular; full of wonderful 

music, many awards and guest 

speakers. Who knew we had so 

much talent within our Bronze 

and Silver groups?

 We enjoyed music from 

Himashi, Maura, Hannah, 

Jerusalem, Shimoya and 

Shemaiah. We then had our guest 

speaker, DofE’s London Director 

Clare Argar, enlighten us with a 

speech and present us with our 

awards and badges. Clare Argar 

said: “It was brilliant to see so 

many of your students receiving 

20

I S S U E 1 1 / S P R I N G 2019

21

Convent of Jesus and Mary Language College

DofE Awards and to have the 

chance to congratulate them 

on their achievement. It was 

fantastic too to hear a number 

of them speak so eloquently and 

with so much confidence about 

their positive experiences of 

undertaking a DofE Award.” 

 We then presented our 

admirable teachers with gifts 

and speeches to allow them to 

feel the love we have for them 

and to show our appreciation. 

This presentation was one of 

the highlights of my time here. 

I felt privileged to be part of 

the scheme and have my effort 

acknowledged.

PAULINE 11 SERAPHINA

 The night was one to 
remember! 

SIAN 11 SERAPHINA

 Thank you so so much 
for the invite to yesterday’s 
presentation event. It was 
wonderful. It was amazing 
to see so many girls achieve 
their Award – and it was a 
testament to your hard work. 
Please also pass on my thanks 
and best wishes to all the staff 
that support you. 

EMILY HOUSEAGO, OPERATIONS 
OFFICER, THE DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH’S AWARD

 Receiving our awards made 
me proud of how hard we 
worked to earn them. 

JASMINA 11 SERAPHINA

 The Duke of Edinburgh was 
one of the best experiences 
I have ever had in my life; a lot 
of hard-work, responsibility, 
team work and friendships that 
will last a lifetime. 

DANIELLA 12 CECILIA

 I cannot wait for my Gold 
Award; I really miss the 
scenery and the countryside 
around me. 

WIKTORIA 13 MATILDA

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS NIGHT 



 Our young ladies were 
excellent ambassadors for the 
school and they were praised 
by the research teams that 
came to the school. At each visit 
the research team discussed 
aspects of research, life as an 
academic, and possible careers 
that could be undertaken with 
qualifications in psychology.

MR C DOEL, ASSISTANT HEAD

 As part of the research we 
were asked to complete an 
online questionnaire in which 
we would answer questions and 
give reasoning for particular 
scenarios. This experience 
gave us the opportunity to 
reflect upon the way people 
are treated and excluded in 
society.

LAURA 9 FLORENTINA

 We were asked about our 
views on social exclusion 
and Dr Palmer and her team 
made us feel very important 
by asking us to complete the 
questionnaire. At the end, 
we received a Goldsmith’s 
University pen and chocolates. 
We would love to be part of 
something like this again in 
the future. The Convent always 
makes sure students get the 
best opportunities!

LAYAN 9 FLORENTINA
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CJM TAKES PART IN  
TRAIL BLAZING RESEARCH 
INTO SOCIAL EXCLUSION  
IN SCHOOLS

 In November we were approached 
by Goldsmith’s College, University of 
London who wanted to conduct some 
research in schools on social exclusion. 
The research team, which includes social 
psychology researcher Dr Sally Palmer, 
wanted to work with three year groups 
investigating factors that promote 
positive prosocial behaviour and reduce 
prejudice, discrimination and bullying, 
from childhood to adolescence. 

 Dr Palmer explains: “We are examining 
the social exclusion of migrant peers. 
This project responds to an increase 
in negative attitudes and behaviours 
towards immigrants. We are interested 
in knowing what encourages and what 
prevents children and adolescents from 
responding to the social exclusion of 
others. As far as we know, we are the only 
research team examining this issue from 
this perspective in the UK right now. 
The long-term benefits of the research 
includes informing policy and practice 
in schools and communities, as well as 
having implications for national policy 
and future research.”

 CJM psychology teacher Ms Mahajani 
and a team of year 13 students acted as 
research associates and were trained in 
advance and are assisting Goldsmith’s 
throughout the research process.

 You can read a full Q&A with Dr 
Palmer on our website: cjmlc.co.uk/
Research-School

www.cjmlc.co.uk/Research-School

 The visit of the research team 
from Goldsmith’s University was 
a great opportunity. We gained 
an insight into the nature of 
psychological research. This has 
been very beneficial for us especially 
because psychology is a subject we 
are going to pursue in university. 
The research allowed us to notice 
the challenges we might face when 
carrying out our own research and 
how to deal with them. 

IZABELA AND ANGEL 13 KATHERINE

http://www.cjmlc.co.uk/Research-School
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International concert pianist  

and CJM Patron

Philip Fowke

Thursday 2 May 2019 6 – 7.30pm

Main Hall

Convent of Jesus and Mary  
Language College, 

Crownhill Road, Willesden 
London NW10 4EP

You’re invited to a special evening for  
members of the CJM family and community.

To book your tickets visit:  
www.cjmlc.co.uk for more information

Presents

The Art of Encore
In celebration of our entry into the All Steinway School Initiative

http://www.cjmlc.co.uk
http://www.cjmlc.co.uk

