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 Participating in this 

year’s production has been 

an amazing experience, I've 

enjoyed working with a variety 

of year groups and have made 

some friendships along the way. 

MANJIBA, 7 FRANCIS

 Awesome! At first it was 

really awkward because I 

barely knew any of the older 

kids but the show has given us 

a bond.

SUMAYA, 7 JOHN

OCT
12

 The students in the cast of 
this year’s production made 
the process particularly special 
because of their amazing ability 
to laugh at themselves and see 
the joy in being a bit (dare I say 
it) dramatic from time to time. 
They supported each other and 
made new friends, as well as 
challenging themselves through 
each ‘step in time’.

 Seeing these young women 
grow and shine is one of the 
greatest privileges that can 
be afforded to anyone. Each 
and every one of them is 
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious 
and I hope they treasure the 
memories of Mary Poppins. 
I know I shall. 

MISS BURGESS,  
HEAD OF PERFORMING ARTS More photographs on page 3 >
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Year 5s Cook 
Up a Storm! 
 This term we invited some Year 5s from John 

Keble and St Joseph's to come and cook with us. The 

girls and boys signed up for the after school club and 

have completed 6 full weeks of "Grab and Go" themed 

cooking. They have made sweet and savoury dishes 

from rainbow cupcakes to homemade pizzas. They have 

been an absolute delight and Ms Shakes and myself 

have really noticed their cooking confidence and ability 

grow with every week. Hopefully they will continue to 

develop their invaluable cooking skills at home. During 

the final week parents came in to cook with their children 

and had a tea party so they were really able to show off 

what they learned. We’ve put together a fabulous recipe 

book as a keepsake. A BIG thank you to Ms Shakes 

and Sherice, Zainab and Reneem from 8 Faustina and 

Ashleigh, Calicia and Chiara from 8 Margaret who gave 

up their own time to support this club. 

MS BURNABY, HEAD OF KS3
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Photographs from cover story.

MESSAGE FROM MRS L MCGOWAN
 We have reached the end of the academic year and 

I cannot quite believe the end of my first year at the 

Convent. Time races by when people are busy and the 

environment they are in is fast paced and dynamic. 

I think that describes life at the Convent very well!

 We have spent another term cramming as much in 

as possible and you can read all about some of the 

events in this edition of the newsletter. 

 We are very excited about two new developments 

for the Convent and two firsts. From September we 

will become a Steinway School, the first state funded 

school in the UK to hold this title as we enter into 

partnership with the prestigious world class Steinway 

Pianos. Our main hall will soon become a concert 

and recital venue and will showcase top names of 

performers from the world of music who will come to 

perform on our new full size concert grand Steinway 

piano. We will also be opening our new Dance Studio 

and major refurbishment works will be undertaken on 

the library to enhance the study facilities.

 We will also be entering into the world of 

educational research and will become the first Catholic 

Research School in London and the southwest 

of England working in partnership with St Mary’s 

University in Twickenham. Our students will be given 

the opportunity to train as young researchers and to 

participate in research studies and have their reports 

published.

 The Convent is a very special place of learning 

and faith; its international membership and cultural 

diversity make it an amazing place to work and to 

learn in each day. I felt that as soon as I made my 

first visit to the school in the spring of 2017. From 

September we will really start to come alive and show 

the world what a wonderful school this is.

 I wish all our girls and their families a restful and 

peaceful summer holiday.

God bless.

MRS L MCGOWAN, HEADMISTRESS



Pedalling Against Pollution 
	 I	was	delighted	that	CJM	won	first	prize	
for the Brent schools air pollution awareness 
competition. This year, along with the girls, I 
have gained a new skill of being a cyclist! Thank 
you	to	the	girls	who	supported	me	when	I	fell	off	
the bike! In the end I succeeded aided by their 
determination and support. 

DR PATEL, SCIENCE TEACHER

 This was the perfect way to 
improve my cycling skills and 
learn about the environment and 
pollution. Our bike instructor, Joe, 
was incredibly supportive, helping 
us all learn the basic rules of riding 
a bike. 

NEHA, 9 GALILEE
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 I really enjoyed doing this 
competition and working with my 
friends in Bike Club. It was fun! 
Amazingly, I won a bike with the 
poster I created! I hope that my 
poster will raise awareness of air 
pollution and help the world become 
a better place. 

JERICKA, 9 GALILEE

 Bike club was a great way to 
exercise and I really enjoyed learning 
how to ride a bike properly. I feel 
much more confident cycling now. 

MICHELLE, 9 GALILEE
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Creating 
a BUZZ 
for Bees 

 It was an honour to 
collect	 the	 first	 prize	 of	 £500	 for	
the Science department. Year 
7 science students contributed 
towards	this	prize	by	working	hard	
and	delivering	amazing	entries	on	
Saving our Biodiversity – fight for 

our Bees! 

DR PATEL, SCIENCE TEACHER

 I enjoyed working with Eliza 
from the museum. She showed 
us how to use spray paints on the 
infographics workshop. I want to 
start a campaign to Save the Bees 
at the Convent by building homes 
for them using bamboo. 

JEMMA, 7 FRANCIS

 I was so proud that CJM beat 16 
schools in the London Bio-Media 
Competition. I learned that by 
working as a team we can succeed 
and I really enjoyed the experience.

JAZMIN, 7 FRANCIS
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Youth Travel 
Ambassadors
 Each year CJM participates in 

the Youth Travel Ambassador (YTA) 

programme, which provides young 

people with the skills and confidence 

to address transport issues affecting 

our school community. With support 

from Transport for London and Brent 

Council, our YTA team researches and 

develops behaviour-change campaigns, 

focusing on active travel and road 

safety. The team delivers campaigns 

to their peers over the course of the 

academic year and gets very passionate 

about their cause. At the end of the 

year we enjoy the EXPO where we get 

a chance to showcase our project and 

take part in interactive workshops at 

the London Transport Museum.sites.

DR PATEL, SCIENCE TEACHER

6

 Being in the YTA has boosted 
my confidence and helped me 
develop my leadership skills 
which I hope one day will help 
me in the future. 

JERICKA, 9 GALILEE

 During the process of 
organising our Dragon’s Den 
pitch, I was honestly quite 
nervous at the time. However, 
after we had presented it to the 
judges and successfully won 
the £250 I was delighted.

NICOLA, 9 GALILEE
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CHALLENGE  DAY 
 Spring Term saw the 
culmination of the Inclusion 
Department’s three group 
programmes with the fantastic 
‘Challenge Day’. This is a 
day when students get to 
speak about themselves and 
their life situations in a safe 
and inclusive environment, 
coming together to strengthen 
the community spirit of our 
school. On this occasion we 

were privileged to be joined 
by	 staff	 facilitators	 Ms	 Royes,	
Ms Johnson, Ms Torr and Ms 
Rampaul	who	 showed	 amazing	
support and commitment to 
our girls. We always review 
the girls’ experiences in order 
to continually improve and 
78% of our girls who attended 
Challenge Day rated the events 
of	 the	day	a	 5	out	of	 5,	 stating	
they really enjoyed themselves, 

felt more connected to fellow 
students and were proud of how 
open they had been. Along with 
our brilliant Mr Moscatelli and 
Ms Iacovou, I feel honoured to 
be able to lead this very special 
day and can’t wait to embrace 
the next groups in the new 
academic year. Thank you CJM 
ladies!

MRS ZIFF, ASSISTANT INCLUSION 
MANAGER

 Hearing other people’s 
stories made me see what 
they’ve been through and to 
learn to care for everybody. 

KYEESHA, 10 VLADIMIR

 I love myself even more now 
and have started to have more 
confidence in myself! 

AMANDA, 8 IRENE

 Challenge Day changes your 
view on people and society. 

CLARE, 10 WILLESDEN
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 To mark this week the Year 
10	Mental	Health	Ambassadors	
devised an assembly for 
Years	 7-10	 which	 aimed	 to	 de-
stigmatise mental health issues. 
Hearing	 how	 freely	 public	
figures	 spoke	 up	 about	 their	
experiences raised awareness 
about the number of people 
suffering.	Our	girls	learned	how	
important it is to be brave and 
speak up with trusted adults, 
family and friends. 

 Later in the week the 
Ambassadors led an Awareness 
Carousel during lunchtime. 
Students	 and	 staff	 were	
taught powerful facts and 
stories about mental illness. 
Our well-informed student 
team answered many thought 
provoking questions and 
definitely	got	the	ball	rolling	on	
talking freely and openly. 

 We also ran Mindfulness 
Meditation	sessions	for	staff	and	
students. The sessions provided 
easy, quick and useful coping 
mechanisms, such as learning 
to breathe and be present and 
mindful in your moment. In 
school it can be very hard to put 
the ‘big things’ into perspective 
and these techniques come in 

very useful when we feel at a loss 
as to the next step forward or 
just feel slightly overwhelmed.

One can’t tell 
just by looking 
at someone 
what they might 
be dealing with 
inside. 
There	 are	 no	 quick	 fixes,	 but	
talking can help. Look out 
for more information about 
support and advice from our 
Year	 10	 Ambassador	 Team.	
Speak up and know that you are 
not alone. 

 An enormous thank you to 
Aleksandra,	 10	 Fatima,	 Nia-
Patrice, Mahasty Mari and 
Jerusalem,	10	Guadalupe,	Naomi	
and	 Lashonte,	 10	 Lourdes,	 and	
Jennifer,	 10	 Montserrat	 for	

making the week possible.

MRS ZIFF, ASSISTANT INCLUSION 
MANAGER

MENTAL HEALTH 
AWARENESS WEEK



 Le festival de Cannes est un 
festival de films très prestigieux 
dans le sud de la France, avec 
des célébrités, des mannequins, 
des réalisateurs et beaucoup de 
paparazzis. Cette année, le festival 
a célébré son 71ème anniversaire. 
De par sa coutume, c’est un festival 
très éclectique car les films en 
compétition proviennent de pays 
très différents tels que ‘’Leto’’ 
(L’été) du Russe Kirill Serebrennikov, 
"Lazzaro Felice" de l'Italienne Alice 
Rohrwacher, "BlacKKKlansman" 
de l'Américain Spike Lee ou bien 
"Todos lo saben" ("Everybody 
knows") de l'Iranien Asghar Farhadi 
avec Penélope Cruz, Javier Bardem 
et Ricardo Darin.

 21 films étaient en compétition 
cette année et la Palme d’Or pour 
le meilleur film a été décerné 
a Hirokazu Kore-eda pour 
‘’Shoplifters’. Autre surprise, afin 
d’honorer la carrière talentueuse 
de cet illustre réalisateur, Jean-Luc 
Godard a aussi reçu une palme 
d’Or spéciale pour son film ‘’Le livre 

d’image.’’ 

KARAIN, 12 THERESE

LE FESTIVAL  
DE CANNES

 The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
o El Premio ´Duque de Edimburgó , 
es un premio que se otorga a las 
personas que completan tres 
meses de actividades voluntarias 
en deporte, y en una actividad que 
requiere habilidades. 

 Es necesario asistir a una 
expedición de dos días en el campo 
británico. 

 Este mes, voy a ir a una 
expedición de dos días para 
completar esta calificación. Voy a 
viajar con cuatro amigas y estoy 
segura que será una experiencia 
divertida que disfrutaremos todas. 

 Creo que cada estudiante 
debería participar en este premio 
porque es una buena oportunidad 
y más importante cuando estás 
aplicando por un trabajo o una 
universidad, porque tu aplicación 
será más interesante y atractiva y 
puedes tener más oportunidades 
de ser elegida. 

NENEH, 9 BETHLEHEM

EL PREMIO ‘DUQUE 
DE EDIMBURGO’

MFL

 Junho em Portugal é geralmente 
conhecido como o mês para celebrar 
santos diferentes. E a Festa de São 
João é, na verdade, o culminar das 
festividades de cinco semanas. 
Música tradicional, dança, pulando 
fogueiras e comendo sardinha 
assada - é assim que a cidade do 
Porto celebra a Festa de São João 
que acontece todos os anos durante 
o verão, no dia 23 de junho. Milhares 
de pessoas saem para homenagear 
São João e desfrutar fogos de 
artifício magníficos à meia-noite. 
Esta festa também inclui algumas 
tradições pagãs interessantes. 
Por exemplo, as pessoas nas ruas 
podem bater umas nas outras com 
flores de alho ou martelos infláveis. 
Os fogos de artifício também 
são considerados como tendo 
raízes profanas pagando tributo 
ao Sol como a divindade. De fato, 
começou no século 14 como uma 
tradição pagã de adorar o Sol e 
as plantações. Assim, festividades 
semelhantes que observamos 
hoje em dia ocorrem no Porto há 
mais de seis séculos, mas a figura 
de São João Batista tornou-se 
tão importante para os cidadãos 
apenas no século XIX. Desde então, 
a celebração obteve significado 
cristão e foi estabelecida como a 
festa mais proeminente da cidade. 

MARISA, 12 GIANNA

FESTA DE SÃO 
JOÃO DO PORTO

PORTUGAL

FRANCE

SPAIN
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LANGUAGES VISIT
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	 During	May	fifteen	Year	10	star	linguists	
went to the University of Oxford to find out 
about a future in languages and the world of 
academia. We visited Magadalen College and 
Trinity College and met current undergraduate 
students studying languages and a range of 
other subjects. There was an introduction to all 
the different languages that can be studied at 
Oxford. The girls received excellent advice about 
their choices for A Level and University. After 
lunch	 in	Magadalen	Hall,	 the	girls	participated	
in	 a	 seminar	 led	 by	 Dr	 Elizabeth	 Allard	 who	
treated them to a preview of her soon to be 
published	book.	Finally	we	enjoyed	a	tour	of	the	
beautiful buildings and gardens of both colleges 
and set off for home. Well done to all the girls 
whose behaviour and attitude were superb and 
special thanks to Mr James for accompanying us 

and driving the bus!

MS PEARCE, HEAD OF YEAR 9

 The trip to Oxford was very interesting and the 
people we met taught us a lot about the history 
of the university and the courses available. The 
gardens and buildings were very pretty. I would 
love to go again and visit parts that we didn’t get to 
experience. 

NADIA, 10 LOURDES

 It made the impossibility of studying at Oxford 
seem less impossible! 

NIA-PATRICE, 10 GUADALUPE

 I really enjoyed my visit as it gave me an insight 
into university life and why this particular university 
is so prestigious. 

SHENAE, 10 FATIMA
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DAME CECILE VISIT

 We were delighted to welcome Dame 
Cecile,	 Governor	 General	 of	 Grenada,	 to	 the	
Convent on 26th June. Dame Cecile was visiting 
the UK for a week- long visit to attend various 
engagements and to join an important service at 
St Paul’s Cathedral attended by members of the 
Royal	 Family	 and	 other	 senior	 dignitaries	 and	
VIPs. It was such an honour that Dame Cecile, 
who has close links to Willesden, chose to visit the 
Convent.

	 Following	 a	 tour	 of	 the	 school,	 Dame	
Cecile	 visited	 the	 Year	 9	 Food	 GCSE	 class.	 This	
is a subject close to her own heart as she studied 
Food	 Technology	 to	 Masters	 level	 at	 university	
and	now	her	 family	 runs	 a	 company	 in	Grenada	
manufacturing jams, preserves, syrups and other 
delicious goods made from natural ingredients 
from the islands. The girls particularly enjoyed 
sampling the guava sugar cakes! 

MRS MCGOWAN, HEADMISTRESS
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A	Brief	History	of	the	Convent
 We walk through the 

corridors of the Convent 

every day and take for 

granted its place in history. 

We know well that the 

Religious	of	 Jesus	and	Mary	

was founded in early 18th 

century by St Claudine 

in her mission to protect 

the future of young girls 

through providing them 

with an education during 

the	 horrors	 of	 the	 French	

Revolution.	 Why	 then	 did	

the	 Religious	 of	 Jesus	 and	

Mary decide to build a 

school in Willesden in 1888? 

 Catholic education in 

England had been suppressed 

after	King	Henry	VIII	broke	with	

the Catholic Church to establish 

his own Church of England, with 

him as the leader instead of the 

Pope. English Catholic schools 

were illegal until the mid-19th 

century where anti-Catholic 

laws began to be relaxed. The 

beginning of the end of Catholic 

oppression in England was seen 

as an opportunity to a group of 

RJM	 French	 nuns	 who	 visited	

Willesden in 1886. They laid 

the	first	stone	of	the	building	we	

know today in 1888, choosing 

Willesden due to its proximity 

to the Marian Shrine of Our 

Lady of Willesden, where The 

Virgin Mary appeared dressed 

in black. The nuns, inspired by 

St. Claudine, strived to reveal 

God's	goodness	to	young	women	

and provide them with the tools 

to excel and lead in society. 

You are all part of this legacy, 

as are many of your teachers. 

Do you know which ones 
went to school here?

MS MCCOMBE, HEAD OF GOVERNMENT 

AND POLITICS



S P O R T S  D A Y 
 On a sunny day in late June was a fantastic Sports Day at 

Willesden Sports Centre! CJM students worked very hard and 

did really well. Our ‘sportacular’ event started with a warm-up 

session followed by relays, track and field events such as discus, 

shot putt, javelin, high jump and long jump. Our members of 

staff also took part in a race and showed what they are made of!

 The winners were presented with medals by our 

headmistress	Mrs	McGowan.	The	atmosphere	was	amazing.	

Our girls showed their true team spirit and support for 

each other while being encouraged and looked after by their 

teachers and the support team.

MS JOHNSON, HEAD OF PE
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 When I finished my race I 
was really tired because I ran so 
fast in my last lap. I am happy I 
came first in the 800 metres. 

KIERRA-ASHAI, 8 ROME

 I liked doing high jump as it 

was challenging and my friends 

and teachers were supportive. 

FREYA, 7 LEO

 Sports Day was lit! Helping 
out with track events was fun 
and competitive. 

MANASSA, 12 THERESE
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YEAR 7 FOOTBALL

A positive first season for the 

Year 7 footballers, starting 

slow but finishing on a high. 

A great number of players 

contributed to the squad and 

all should be congratulated, 

especially the team captain 

Brilinda and our top goal 

scorer Olivia.

RESULTS

CJM 0 - 2 QPCS  
CJM 2 - 2 CCA  
CJM 0 - 0 CCA  
CJM 3 - 1 ARK ACADEMY 

TOP GOALSCORERS 

OLIVIA, 7 LEO - 3 
BRILINDA, 7 LEO - 1 
BLEAN, 7 JOHN - 1

YEAR 8 FOOTBALL

A very high level of 

competition across the 

borough this season in Year 

8 meant wins were hard to 

come by. That being said the 

hard work and dedication of 

the team meant they put in 

some great performances. 

Unfortunately we did not get 

the luck we deserved in many 

of our matches. Despite this 

I believe we have had a very 

positive season and have 

improved individually and  

as a team and I look forward 

to next year. 

RESULTS

WINS - 1  
DRAWS - 2  
LOSES - 4

TOP GOALSCORERS 

SARA, 8 BRIGIT – 4  
DEMI, 8 IRENE – 2 
ROSSLYN, 8 IRENE – 2

YEAR 10 FOOTBALL

Another successful season 

with this team who are going 

from strength to strength. 

The team retained their status 

as	QPR	League	champions	

again	this	year	with	a	1-0	

victory over our arch-rivals 

CCA. Unfortunately they were 

not able to retain their Brent 

Champions status for the 

first time in 4 years and so we 

will train harder next year to 

claim it back. Overall a great 

season, well done. 

RESULTS

WINS - 12 
LOSES - 3

TOP GOALSCORERS 

SIAN, 10 LOURDES - 25 
LAUREN, 10 GUADALUPE - 8 
LUCIA, 10 VLADIMIR - 7 
ROZALIA, 10 VLADIMIR - 7 
ANDRESSA, 10 WALSINGHAM - 4

Football NewsM R JA M E S ,  H E A D O F  Y E A R 1 0
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WORLD CUP 2018
 The CJM World Cup 
Football	 kicked	 off	 with	 the	
Year 7 teams turning out in 
numbers. The teams were Iran 
(7F)	Switzerland	(7L)	Peru	(7V)	
Russia	 (7J)	 Nigeria	 (7P	 was	 a	
‘no show’) and England (7C). 
The level of skill they brought to 
the	 competition	 was	 amazing.	
Iran	and	Switzerland	faced	each	
other	in	the	finals	which	resulted	
in	a	1-0	win	to	Iran.

 Year 8 followed as Costa 
Rica	 (8B)	 and	 Belgium	 (8I)	
fought their way to the top of 
their pool and met each other 
in	 the	 finals.	 Costa	Rica	 led	 by	
1-0	and	dominated	the	first	half	
of the match. Belgium rose to 
the challenge and scored an 
equalizer	pushing	the	game	into	
a penalty shoot-out. It was a 
nail-biting experience as both 
teams fought to become the 
World Cup champions. This 
was an England and Colombia 
experience all over again. After 
a	 very	 fierce	 battle,	 it	 was	 a	
glorious victory for Belgium.

Convent of Jesus and Mary Language College

 Then we had Year 9s whose 
display of skill and expertise 
was evident as they combatted 
their	 opponents.	 Iceland	 (9G)	
bested their opponents and 
finished	 at	 the	 top	 of	 Pool	 A.	
Similarly,	 France	 (9D)	 were	
fierce	contenders	and	won	their	
pool. Both teams competed in 
the	finals	where	France	showed	
themselves to be the dominant 
team	 with	 a	 2-0	 win.	 It	 was	
vibrant atmosphere as cheers 
erupted from the spectators in 
support of their team. Ms Di 
Lullo was the cheerleader of the 
afternoon as she cheered her 
team to victory.

 Competition was also very 
hot	 among	 the	 year	 10	 pools,	
featuring as they did some of our 
school	QPR	League	champions.	
In	the	end	10	Fatima	trimphed	–	
a great win for South Korea!

 CJM World Cup was a great 

chance to show off the skills 

we’ve learned at Mr James’s 

football club. Members of staff 

got really involved in cheering 

us on and it was great that they 

were so supportive. 

KENZA, 8 BRIGIT

 Despite the pressure, we 

felt up to the challenge. Iceland 

proved to be defensively strong 

but when our first goal went  

in the excitement and 

confidence grew. 

REBECCA, 9 DAMASCUS

	 Mari	 (10G),	 Sian	 (10L)	 and	
Kiyana	(10F)	were	instrumental	
in the running of the 
competition.	 These	 amazing	
young leaders gave of their 
time every afternoon to referee 
the matches. I’m would like to 
express my sincere gratitude to 
them.	I	appreciated	your	efforts,	
dedication and the time you 
gave to the PE Department. 

MS JOHNSON, HEAD OF PE

 The atmosphere was great 

and the whole experience was 

entertaining. Playing together 

as a team was fabulous. 

MARI AND LEAH, 10 GUADALUPE



 Congratulations to all the girls who have 
taken	part	in	the	all	the	different	RE	competitions	
this year. Your competitive spirit is always so 
inspirational and generates such a fantastic 
atmosphere	within	RE	lessons	and	around	school.	
The standard of entrees this year has been arguably 
the	best	yet	–	the	creative	flair	and	dedication	has	
truly been admirable ladies, a big congratulations 
from	the	RE	Department.	For	those	who	took	part	
and	missed	out	on	a	prize	–	don’t	forget,	there	is	
always next year! 

MS MAGUIRE, RE TEACHER
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YEAR 7 CHRISTMAS CARD 
COMPETITION:

1ST FIA , 7 JOHN  
2ND CHELSIA, 7 VICTOR 
3RD JESSICA, 7 LEO

YEAR 8 ADVENT CALENDAR 
COMPETITION: 

1ST MARIEL, 8 ROME 
2ND SOPHIA, 8 ROME 
3RD MARAIAH, 8 IRENE

YEAR 7 LENTEN CALENDAR 
COMPETITION: 

1ST FREYA, 7 LEO 
2ND KASHAF, 7 JOHN 
3RD TAISHA 7 LEO

PEACE AND JUSTICE GROUP
	 The	 RE	 department	 have	 launched	 a	 Peace	
and Justice group at the Convent. Ten students 
from	Year	10	who	have	already	proven	themselves	
champions of social justice attended a Peace 
and Justice Conference at St Mary’s University, 
Twickenham on Tuesday 26th June. They took 
part in workshops on peace, human rights, human 
trafficking	 and	 environmental	 justice.	 The	 aim	
of this trip was to build on this event and have a 
P&J group that spans across all the year groups 
at	CJM	tackling	social	issues	that	affect	our	area	
and world today. If you feel this is something you 
would like to be involved in speak to me. 

MS COSTA, HEAD OF RE

 The trip to St Mary’s University was a great 
experience and really different! I learnt about the 
different types peace and justice and how effective 
fighting for it is.

 NIAMH, 10 FATIMA

 I found the trip really informative and interesting 

learning about different issues that are currently 

happening in the world. My favourite workshop was 

Seeds of Peace where we discussed a man having 

to face a decision about whether or not to go to war. 

ALEKSANDRA, 10 FATIMA
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Anti-Bullying Council	News
 Another successful Brent Anti-Bullying 
Council (ABC) meeting for the summer term 
took	 place	 at	 Brent	 River	 College	 KS4	 site	 in	
Poplar	Grove.	The	meeting	was	chaired	by	Terri,	9	
Damascus, who introduced the guests and asked 
for updates from all schools on anti-bullying 
activities. We also heard from the Brent Youth 
Parliament Speaker and after networking between 
the student members of the ABC there was a 
workshop	 on	 Conflict	 Prevention	 conducted	 by	
an actor from “All of Us”. There will be an Anti-
Bullying Conference at the Civic Centre on the 
31st	 of	October	 and	 the	 theme	of	National	Anti-
Bullying	Week	will	be	“Choose	Respect”.

 Next year the Convent’s anti-bullying 

ambassadors will be a team of five girls from Year 9: 

Terri (Chair), Rhianna, Abigail, Maryanne and Julia. 

MR MOSCATELLI, INCLUSION MANAGER
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	 On	 Friday	 22	 June	 we	met	 up	 at	Wendover	

Station at 9am to start our Silver Expedition. 

We had all prepared our aims and were excited 

and determined to pass our expedition. When 

the groups were ready we set out, walking our 

different routes, to get to the campsite without 

the teachers’ help.

 Each group had an aim and ours was to vlog 

our experience and feelings. We found it so fun 

as there was never a dull moment – especially 

when we got chased by sheep, twice! When we 

saw a deer that looked like Bambi, we were so 

Silver and Bronze Duke of Edinburgh

happy. We started getting tired and we felt as 

if our legs and shoulders were about to fall off 

any minute but we pulled ourselves together 

with the glue that is Josheline and pushed on to 

the campsite. When we arrived there was a very 

joyful and peaceful atmosphere considering 

how tired everyone was. The teachers 

congratulated us on what we had achieved so 

far and encouraged us with our tent-pitching.

	 Next	 day	 we	 had	 a	 walk	 around	Wendover	

which	 is	 a	 mesmerizingly	 beautiful	 town.	 My	

group managed not to get lost and were the first 

I S S U E 9 / S U M M E R 2018
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silver group to arrive at the campsite! 

That was the best feeling knowing that 

we’d surpassed everyone’s expectations 

of	 us.	 The	 Bronze	 award	 participants	

joined us and they were also successful. 

Ms Vigliotti, Ms Lyskawa, Mr James and 

many more teachers joined us at the 

campfire where we talked, shared stories 

and enjoyed the festival of lights with the 

Finnish	group	who	were	also	at	the	camp.	

Some students and Mr James went on to 

have	 a	 game	 of	 40-40-homie	 which	 was	

very fun as we all bonded and ran around 

with glow bands, trying not to be caught.

 The next morning we made our way to 

Tring station where the expedition ended. 

We walked along the canal admiring the 

scenery and wondering whether we would 

like to live in a town like that or prefer to 

stay in London. 

 The Duke of Edinburgh expedition was 

a very enriching experience that taught 

us skills such as how to read a map, 

how to cook for a large group of people, 

how to pitch and disassemble a tent and 

how to work together as a team. I really 

enjoyed it and I would recommend it to 

anyone who enjoys the outdoors, friendly 

company and staying away from their 

phones for three days. 

PAULINE, 10 MONTSERRAT
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Career Opportunity 

We are seeking to appoint an Assistant Caretaker to join our 
happy and thriving school community. The successful candidate will:

• Assist in maintaining the school building and grounds

• Undertake minor repairs around the school

• Understand fire and health and safety regulation

• Monitor surveillance equipment and security of the building

• Maintain a variety of records

• Uphold an excellent record of attendance and punctuality

This position is full time 36 hours 
per week which may include 
evening and weekend working.

For further information please 
contact Mrs Julie Lewis 
on 020 8965 2986 or email  
j lewis@cjmlc .co.uk

Closing date for applications: 
24th July 2018.

ALL THE STAFF AT CONVENT OF JESUS 
AND MARY WISH OUR STUDENTS AND THEIR 
FAMILIES A WONDERFUL SUMMER BREAK!

See you in September – refreshed and ready for the new school year.


