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6th March 2019 
Youth Crime – An Identity Crisis? 

 
I am sure we are all equally appalled by the apparent recent rise in knife related crime and the tragic loss of life 
in incidents across the country.  I have come to the conclusion that it is time for us to work together to address 
the root causes of these problems.  Schools working in isolation will not be able to tackle the issues and we 
need support in establishing a co-ordinated approach.  I would contend that violence and anti-social behaviour 
is a symptom of a wider problem rather than an issue in isolation.  If we don’t address the causes we will only 
ever be firefighting the effects which are becoming increasingly challenging for all sectors in a time of 
challenging budgets and stretched resources. 
 
In very simple terms, we are where we are and we need to find a way forward.  With this in mind, I would like 
to invite you to attend a forum of all interested parties on Tuesday 9th April at St. Matthew’s Centre, St 
Matthew's Close, Church Hill, Walsall, WS1 3DG (9.30 – 3.00p.m.).  The first part of the day will be dedicated to 
sharing information and I would invite anyone wishing to address the forum to let me know so that we can 
establish a logical running order.  To get things started, I have invited James Gwilt, a member of my very first 
form as a newly qualified teacher in the 1990s, to speak in order to set a context.  After many years around 
drugs, crime and gangs including time in prison James is now turning his life around.  James has recently got 
back in touch with me to see how he can really make a difference to supporting young people with the issues 
which lead them into gangs, violent crime and anti-social behaviour. 
 
After the initial inputs, I am proposing that we work in smaller groups to look at what we can do practically, 
what different organisations can offer and by the end of the day to have some meaningful actions which can 
begin to make a difference.  The day will not be spent talking about the problems, it will be about finding 
practical ways forward.  These may be small steps but it will at least be a start, a united approach and forum to 
drive change in the future. 
 
I am inviting as many interested parties as I can, please feel free to forward this letter on to others who may be 
interested.  If you are able to attend please email me st-smith-d@bluecoatacademy.org by Friday 29th March.  I 
have taken the step of organising this meeting out of a genuine concern for our young people and hope that 
you will be able to commit some time to working towards establishing some practical actions moving forward.  
We need to do something. 
 

 
 
 
 

David Smith 
Principal 
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