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GROWING FAITH: Children, Young People and Families  

Introduction  

1. In January 2018, the archbishops asked diocesan bishops to discuss the 
Education and Mission paper with their senior staff. It aimed to start a conversation 
about how churches, schools and families might collaborate more effectively to 
promote mission and ministry with and among children and young people, to help 
them grow and flourish as confident disciples of Jesus Christ. 

2. The feedback from that discussion was presented and discussed at the May 
meeting of the House of Bishops. The Education Office was then asked to suggest 
next steps to enable bishops to set the vision for this work in a way which enables 
mission and ministry with children, young people and families to be prioritised. 

3. This paper summarises the discussion and possible next steps. Bishops are asked 
to discuss it in their regional groups ahead of the House of Bishops meeting in 
December. 

Growing Faith 

4. Growing faith is the name we are now proposing to give to this work to help shape 
the vision set by the House of Bishops; to ensure a national commitment to achieve 
this culture change, and to see every aspect of our mission and ministry 
through the lens of what it means for our ministry with children, young 
people and families. It will flow into the type of relationships we encourage 
between schools and churches, and how we use those to resource and support 
families to grow faith together.  

5. Some broad themes have been identified: 

a. Developing and supporting the Christian ethos and character of our 
schools as a vital part of our mission - recognising the fact that we live in a 
pluralist culture and are funded by the state but being bold and confident about 
the fullness of life Jesus offers.  

b. Investing more in the opportunities our schools provide for children to develop 
spiritually and, through the link between our churches and schools, equipping 
them to share the good news with their families and friends. 

c. Renewing a culture that brings Christian life back into the household, 
recovering family prayer and a pattern or rule of life which has a love for Jesus 
at the centre and where children or parents have confidence in sharing that 
faith with their whole family. And, where we have already missed a generation 
of parents who have faith, encouraging and supporting the role of Christian 
grandparents and godparents as part of our evangelistic strategy.  

d. Providing and signposting to resources (especially digital) that help children, 
young people and families to grow in faith together. 
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e. Working positively and proactively with secondary aged children, through youth 
based fresh expressions and inherited models of church, equipping young 
people as disciples, evangelists and leaders, to grow in love for Christ and 
be bold about sharing the good news of Jesus with their friends and family. 

f. Recalibrating how we invest our resources to make work among children and 
young people a priority; putting a significant proportion of funding into 
promoting faith amongst children to grow the church younger, resourcing 
projects that are more intentionally about children and young people growing in 
confidence as they share their faith and love of Jesus with their friends and 
family. 

g. Ensuring our approach to selection, training and the development of clergy and 
other ministries does not offer ministry with children and young people as 
an optional extra, but as an essential priority for everyone who is called to 
serve in the church. 

h. Being mindful that focusing on children and families who are already committed 
to the church is not enough. We need to do more to support those families, but 
we must also find ways to reach families who do not have existing 
connections with the church. Nearly all children go to school, so emphasising 
the opportunities to engage children and their families through school (church 
and non-church schools) will be vital. 

6. Following the discussion at the House of Bishops, we have begun to shape some 
proposals and will be considering how best to organise for national support to help 
dioceses as they take this work forward in three main areas: 

I. Growing Faith in Schools 
 
Making more of the opportunities our schools provide for intergenerational 
mission: 

a. Showcasing and promoting effective church/school partnerships that 
foster discipleship such as Prayer Spaces in Schools, Godly Play, Messy 
Church, Fresh Expressions, clubs, extracurricular provision, holiday 
clubs and summer camps and festivals. 

b. Supporting children spiritually in the transitions between primary and 
secondary school and beyond. The connection we have with 800,000 
children in Church of England primary schools is often lost as they go to 
secondary school. Scripture Union’s It’s Your Move is widely used to 
support children in the move from year 6 to year 7. Developing some 
pilot projects to trial innovative ways of maintaining that connection 
(possibly through the use of an App or other digital methods) and 
building on the experience children had in a Church of England school 
in a way that enables them to engage with the Christian faith as they 
develop into teenage years, is important. 

c. Developing children and young people as leaders of collective worship 
and building on this as a model to encourage their leadership within the 
church context. 
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d. Encouraging children and young people to take the lead in building 
relationships with their peers and equipping them with the confidence to 
share their faith with family and friends. 
 

II. Growing Faith in Families 
 
There are already a lot of resources to help with growing faith in families 
signposted on our Going for Growth website www.going4growth.com. 
Supporting families by providing and signposting to national resources to 
promote evangelism and discipleship amongst families remains a key priority 
for this work. From 2016-18 The Vine Project highlighted the need to help 
families grow in confidence to share faith in the home and it has generated a 
range of activity in this area. There are also many excellent examples of work 
being developed or already happening in parishes and dioceses and other 
denominations. In developing any national Church of England resources we 
would draw on all of this work, highlight the best ideas and enable them to be 
disseminated more widely. We would aim to articulate why we think it is 
important to encourage and support children’s spiritual development in this 
way, in order to help busy families see the value of committing time and effort 
to it. Particular areas of focus would include: 
 

a. Growing faith through family prayer 
b. Developing a rule of life 
c. Following up from the successful life events work and providing 

resources to help children and families develop spiritually 
d. Developing creative ways to share the stories of our faith, working 

alongside creative models such as Open the Book, Godly Play, Audio 
Bible stories, Messy Church 

e. The use of music, song and worship to build links between churches, 
schools and families e.g. development of www.worshipworkshop.org.uk  

f. Help and ideas for parents, grandparents and godparents to pass on 
faith to their your children / grandchildren / godchildren  

g. Resources being developed though Digital Church to ensure that 
Christian faith is available to the young through the digital world 

h. Promotion of materials and ideas already in development through 
Setting God’s People Free and the Christenings Project 

i. Promoting use of Understanding Christianity beyond school. 
Understanding Christianity is an excellent resource for schools and 
provides a theologically rich approach to understanding the whole 
biblical narrative. We have invested significantly in its development and 
dissemination (including training for teachers who use it). With over 
4,000 schools now using it there is a great opportunity to develop its use 
outside of school - in churches and within families - so that the quality of 
provision in schools is used to develop understanding of Christianity 
more widely 
 

III. Growing Faith in Churches 
 

http://www.going4growth.com/
http://www.worshipworkshop.org.uk/
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The schools and families sections above require the selection, appointment and 
training of clergy and other ministers with a clear focus on ministry with children, 
young people and families flourishes. Specific areas of focus will include: 

 
a. Working in partnership with Ministry Division to ensure that all those 

being trained for ministry in the church are committed to and equipped 
for ministry with children and young people in churches, schools and 
families. Our assumption is not that all clergy must be skilled or expert 
at ministry with children, young people and families, but that all should 
recognise the vital importance of this ministry and be better equipped to 
facilitate it more ably. 

b. Promoting and supporting effective chaplaincy and other forms of 
missional leadership in schools, colleges and universities to ensure 
greater connection with churches and families and create more 
opportunities to reach the huge proportion of children and young people 
(and their families) who are not in church but are in schools and colleges. 

c. Expanding the work of the Church of England Foundation for 
Educational Leadership to include the development of clergy and other 
ministers as leaders of the church’s mission in educational settings. 
Currently the Foundation’s work is focussed on school leaders and 
diocesan education teams. Developing a programme for lay and 
ordained ministries and a bespoke strand of our very successful peer 
support networks would enable us to support the development of clergy 
and others in their understanding and practice about mission through 
schools and colleges. 

 
7. In order to support work effectively in these three areas we will seek additional 

national resource to ensure the capacity to work with dioceses to capture stories, 
share learning and promote new ideas.  

Questions for regional meetings of bishops  

8. Please discuss the contents of this paper and share the best examples from your 
own diocese where you are seeing Growing Faith with children, young people and 
families. 

9. What might it mean to see every aspect of mission and ministry in your diocese or 
the national church through the lens of what it means for our ministry with children, 
young people and families? How might your diocesan vision be viewed through 
this lens?  

10. Discuss the themes in paragraph 5 and the proposed three areas of focus in 
paragraph 6 to see whether they provide a helpful framework for this work and 
what other areas of ministry with children, young people and families you would 
find it helpful for the national church to offer resources for? 

11. Please let me have any feedback following your regional meetings (by the end of 
November) as that will inform the proposals that are due to be taken to the House 
of Bishops at their December meeting. 
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