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17th January 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Re: Year 11 into Year 12 Transition Process 
 

We are delighted that a significant majority of students in Year 11 have already indicated that they are likely to return to St 
Mary’s Sixth Form in September 2020.   Following the Sixth Form Open Evening last term, I wanted to write to you to outline 
the process for supporting students as they make the transition from Year 11 into Year 12. 
 

As we do every year, we are about to begin a process of meeting with every Year 11 student individually in school, so that we 
can discuss with them their plans for next year.   We want to ensure that all students are thinking about their future, whether 
that be plans to join our Sixth Form or indeed plans to begin an apprenticeship, a college course or a move into the world of 
work.   We know that making decisions about the future can sometimes seem a little daunting for students and therefore the 
meetings will be very supportive and an opportunity for students to discuss their different options following Year 11.   
 

For students intending to return to St Mary’s, the focus of the meeting will be discussing the subjects they are interested in 
studying next year, as well as discussing what to expect from our Sixth Form, so that students can make informed choices.    The 
vast majority of our Sixth Form students study 3 A Levels or the equivalent of 3 A Levels via vocational courses, as given the 
increased rigour of KS5 courses over recent years, all universities, including the highest achieving universities such as Oxbridge, 
now ask for students to have 3 A Levels rather than 4.  Further to this, in our experience, even the highest achieving students 
are likely to gain higher grades when focusing on 3 subjects rather than potentially spreading themselves too thinly by studying 
4 A Levels.  There may be an occasional student who studies 4 subjects, however, we would expect the vast majority of students 
to study 3 A levels or their equivalent next year. 
 

In order for our meetings with students to be productive, I think it would be useful if your child spends a little bit of time 
preparing for the meeting, including discussing thoughts with you.  You recently received an update regarding how your child 
is currently achieving in each subject area, as well as information about what grades he/she is currently on track to achieve in 
the GCSE exams later this year.    It is important that when students are thinking about subject choices for Sixth Form, they 
choose subjects where they are likely to meet the entry requirements. Therefore, we recommend that you spend some time 
with your child discussing potential subject choices.  As I mentioned at the Open Evening, these entry requirements are to 
ensure that students choose courses that are appropriate for their ability, to give them the best possible chance of success. 
 

Students also need to choose their 3 subjects from the agreed option blocks for next year’s Year 12.  These option blocks have 
been planned in school with much thought to ensure that as many likely subject combinations can be studied at St Mary’s as 
possible.  We are very confident that all Year 11 students staying in our Sixth Form will be able to select an excellent range of 
subjects, totally appropriate to their own strengths and interests.  Students are able to study one subject from each of the 
blocks.  Therefore, they should choose one subject from any 3 of the 4 blocks.  I have enclosed a copy of the agreed option 
blocks with this letter, as I thought this would be helpful to you, so that you can discuss this with your child in advance of his/her 
meeting.    It may well be that your child is unsure about which subjects to study in Year 12 and would like to wait until GCSE 
results are received in the summer, before finalising choices.   This, of course, is absolutely fine and changes to option choices 
can be made right through until September as long as, as outlined above, students choose one subject from 3 of the 4 agreed 
option blocks. 
 

Meetings with students who plan to stay at St Mary’s will begin next week, and these meetings will continue over the course of 
this half-term.   If your child has decided to apply to college or to an apprenticeship or indeed plans to move into the world of 
work, he/she will also have a meeting in school to ensure to support with plans moving forward and this will take place a little 
later in the term.  Following our meetings this term, students should then focus fully on their revision for the upcoming summer 
examinations.  Once the exams are completed, students will be invited to attend a Sixth Form Transition Day in school on 

St Mary’s Catholic School 
 

 where everyone can succeed 

 



 

 

Tuesday 30 June 2020, to get a flavour of life in the Sixth Form, and to spend time in relevant subject departments. Further 
details will follow regarding this.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns at all, regarding option choices, entry requirements or any other aspect of the transition 
process, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me in school.    Finally, I would just like to say that I have been hugely 
impressed by the maturity and conduct of students in Year 11 so far this year, and I look forward to our continued work together 
to ensure that the transition process into Sixth Form is a smooth and successful one. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Mrs McEwan 
Key Stage 5 Leader 

 
 


