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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
YEAR 8 SPECIALISED CURRICULUM 
 
Over the next few weeks, Year 8 students will be deciding which subjects they would like to 
‘specialise’ in, in Years 9, 10 and 11.  Some subjects are compulsory in the National Curriculum 
others are optional. 
 
Your son or daughter will be helped in these decisions by subject teachers and form tutors, as well as 
by yourselves. There is lots of information available to guide you and your son or daughter through 
the process, please ensure you have read through it all, including this booklet to support them in 
making the best decisions.  
 
In addition, please join us for Year 8 Curriculum Evening on Thursday 2nd May 2019, where you can 
hear about the process in more detail and can ask questions, both to specific subject staff and to 
Senior Leaders who can offer you their advice. 
 
The evening will run from 5.00 pm until 7.00 pm, starting with an information session in the Main 
Hall.  
 
As you may be aware, GCSE qualifications nationally have recently undergone some significant 
changes. The Year 8 Specialised Curriculum Evening will provide you with the opportunity to hear 
the latest information from particular subject leaders about their subject. 
 
If you have any questions about your son or daughter’s learning or any other aspect of the 
Specialised Curriculum please raise these either on the evening or by contacting the tutor, Mr Davis,  
Mr Lawrence, (Deputy Head Teacher) or Mr Fletcher, (Assistant Head Teacher Key Stage 3 Co-
ordinator) at the Academy. 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mrs S Gorrod 
Headteacher 
 

 
Dear Student 
 
This booklet gives you information about the curriculum, which you will start in September 
2019.  The good news is, you have some choice in the subjects you will be studying!  It is 
important that the subjects you choose to do, are the right ones for you – the ones you will be 
happy and successful doing.  This booklet gives details about these subjects and advice about 
how to make the right choices.  A Specialised Curriculum Form is included in the pack.   
 
Best wishes, Mrs Gorrod, Headteacher 
         
 
 



WHAT WILL YOUR TIMETABLE LOOK LIKE FROM YEAR 9 ONWARDS? 

 
Up to now students have followed a set timetable of lessons which is the same for all Year 7 
and 8 students in the Academy.  However, from September (the start of Year 9), students 
will have an element of choice in which subjects they study. 
 
STRUCTURE OF YOUR SPECIALISED CURRICULUM 
 

CORE SUBJECTS (compulsory) 
 

OPTION SUBJECTS 
 

English 
Mathematics 
Science 
Physical Education (not certified) 
*Also here are areas students might learn about 
during registration times, assemblies, a variety of 
subject lessons or special curriculum events, such as  
ICT, Citizenship, Sex and Relationships Education, 
Careers and Work-related learning.  These areas are 
not certified. 

A range of subjects. 
See the separate ‘Specialised 
Curriculum Form’ to see the 

choices students have. 

 
TYPES OF COURSES YOU WILL FOLLOW 
 

TYPE OF COURSE WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 

GCSE This stands for General Certificate in Secondary Education.  
Most of our courses lead to this type of qualification. 
 
Some GCSE courses are assessed through a combination of 
written examination papers and ‘controlled assessments’ (this 
is essentially coursework completed in lesson time under 
controlled conditions). 
 
GCSEs have changed over recent years and as a result GCSEs 
will now be graded on a new 9-1 scale, with 9 being the highest 
grade.  Have a look at the diagram which explains how this is 
related to the former A*-G scale. 

BTEC This stands for Business & Technology Education Council.  
 
These are vocational courses which are assessed through a 
combination of coursework and examination. 

OTHER 
 

VCERT and Cambridge Nationals courses are similar to BTECs in 
that they are nationally accredited courses, where students are 
assessed through coursework and examination.  
Both BTEC and VCERT offer excellent progression routes to 
Post 16.  

 
 



THE ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE  (EBacc) 
 
The EBacc is NOT a qualification in its own right, but a collection of GCSE qualifications 
which together are called the English Baccalaureate.  To achieve the EBacc a student needs 
to secure, at least a GCSE grade 4 in ALL of the following 5 areas: 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Science or Computer Science 

 A Humanities subject (Geography or History) 

 A Foreign Language (French or German) 

 
English, Mathematics and Science are compulsory subjects anyway and the remaining two 
areas fall within the ‘choices’ available at the start of Year 9.  We recognise that this route is 
not going to be appropriate for all students but if a student wishes to follow the English 
Baccalaureate pathway they will need to select these subjects from the choices blocks.  The 
top Universities (such as Oxford, Cambridge and the Russell Group Universities) look more 
favourably on applicants who have this combination of subjects when applying for certain 
Degree courses. 
 
THE CORE (compulsory) SUBJECTS 
 

English 
There are two separate GCSEs in English: English Language and English Literature.   
 
Mathematics 
All students are required to be entered for GCSE Maths at the end of Year 11. 
 
Science 
Students will enter a minimum of 2 GCSEs in Science – This is called Trilogy Science.  If a 
student picks Triple Science in an Option Block they will complete a course leading to 3 GCSE 
grades in Science. 
 
Physical Education 
In Year 9 students will have four lessons a fortnight of Core PE, reducing to 2 in Year 10 and 
11.  If a student wishes to study this area in more detail, they are able to select BTEC Sport 
and Fitness as part of their ‘specialised curriculum’. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



WHAT DO STUDENTS NEED TO DO? 
 
Students… 

 Ask their subject teachers about the different courses on offer. 

 Ask their Form Tutor for help and advise. 

 Ask other teachers for help, such as: 

Mr Davis (Head of Year 8) 

Mr Fletcher (Assistant Head, Key Stage 3 Coordinator) 

Mr Lawrence (Deputy Head) 

 Will have had a meeting with our careers advisor so they can start to think about 

their future paths 

 Will have had an assembly on their specialised curriculum 

 Should attend the specialised curriculum evening for more information about the 

‘specialised curriculum’ – Thursday 2nd May 2019 

 
In making their choices students need to think about… 

 Which subjects they enjoy? 

 Which course they do best in? 

 Which courses will they need for their future career or might they want to study 

after leaving Buckler’s Mead? 

 
COMPLETING THE ‘SPECIALISED CURRICULUM FORM’ 
 
This form is divided into 3 sections, one for each block. 
 
Students are required to pick 2 subjects from each block of subjects, giving your first and 
second choice. 
 
A subject cannot be a first choice in more than one block. 
 
Remember that when each student makes their choices, they are stating a preference.  We 
will try to satisfy all student choices, but if too few or too many students choose a particular 
subject, any student may have to study their second choice. 
 
PLEASE RETURN YOUR COMPLETED ‘SPECIALISED CURRICULUM FORM’ TO YOUR FORM 
TUTOR BY MONDAY 13TH MAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Who can I talk to… 
 
There are lots of people that you and your parents can talk to about the Year 8 Specialised 
Curriculum, however here are some people other than your tutor and individual teachers that can 
help. 

   
   

 

 

 
Mr C Fletcher 

Assistant Headteacher 
Key Stage 3 

 Mr M Lawrence 
Deputy Headteacher 

Curriculum 
  

  

  
Mr Davis 

Year Coordinator 
Year 8 

Mrs S Parry 
Learning Mentor 

Year 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Support 
 
Making the right choices? 
 
All students have been given the opportunity to speak with Mrs Howe our Careers Advisor.  This is a 
discussion around interests, which subjects students enjoy or are good at, the future, careers,  and 
preffered learning styles. It will also include guidance on being prepared for the pressure of exams.  
 
After these discussions you may feel more prepared.  If you are still unsure or would like to ask more 
questions help is at hand. 
 

Who and where can I get help? 
 
Hopefully you (and your parents) know that anybody within Buckler’s Mead Academy is prepared to 
support and guide you in your choices, however there are some key individuals who will be able to 
provide more specific guidance. 

 Your Form Tutor – wherever possible they will be with you on your journey 

 Learning Mentor – a non-teaching member of staff who knows you and your year group 

 Year Coordinator – an integral part of the your year group and the specialised curriculum 

process 

 Your Individual Subject teacher – able to talk specifically about your progress and attitude 

within their subject. 

 Subject Leaders – they understand the requirements and pressures of the courses you will 

study. 

 Senior Leaders – aware of the entire process and a whole academy perspective. 

 Family members – they have experience of going through similar process, choices made and 

opportunities for the future. 

 Careers Advisor Mrs Howe– available to talk to throughout the entire process, providing 

independent advice and guidance. 

 

And remember… 
 
A good overall education is important, whatever choices you are going to make.  Colleges, Sixth 
Forms, Apprenticeships, Universities and employers all have one thing in common – they look for 
young people with an all-round education, a range of skills, wide interests, positive attitude and 
good qualifications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

The Specialised Curriculum 
Subjects 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GCSE Fine Art 

  
 
BRIEF COURSE OUTLINE 
 
GCSE Fine Art is a practical course that enables you to explore a wide variety of approaches and 
experiences including painting, printing, drawing, mixed media, photography, three dimensional 
work and artist / designer research both historical and contemporary. 
 
If you are creative, imaginative and you are keen to express your ideas using a variety of materials 
then GCSE Fine Art is an excellent choice.  The discipline of independent study and thought is an 
extremely useful one to acquire. Art is a subject that can give the student confidence and a real 
sense of achievement 
 
Art can also enhance fine motor skills, hand-eye coordination, problem solving skills, lateral thinking, 
complex analysis and critical thinking skills. No matter what career you choose, those who can 
arrange, present and display material in a way that is aesthetically pleasing have an advantage. 
 
STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT 
Coursework Unit = 60%, Exam Unit = 40% 
  
FOLLOW UP 
Mrs Mead / Miss Lewis 
 
FUTURE 
Progression (where could this qualification lead?):  
An Art course is a great way to open the door to careers in the creative industries. Typical art 
careers: fine artist, graffiti artist, illustrator, arts administrator, gallery curator, printmaker, teacher, 
filmmaker, fashion designer, graphic design, architect, animator, surface pattern design, interior 
designer, web designer, app designer and it will give you a set of transferrable skills that you will 
take with you for the rest of your life! 
 
FURTHER EDUCATION 
AS & A level any art or design courses, BTEC Art or design courses & Art Foundation, Degree level 
courses in art or design  
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GCSE Photography 
 

 

 
 
  
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
If you enjoy taking your own photographs, working with computers and enjoy practical ways of 
working then Photography is for you! 
 
A practical course enables you to explore and experience a wide variety of approaches to 
photography, ICT and image creation. 
 
You will be introduced to a variety of experiences exploring a range of lens-based and light-based 
media, techniques and processes, including both traditional and new technologies. You will need to 
analyse photographers’ work and your own in a written component for each Unit. 
 
You will explore the work of relevant photographers from the past and those working today.  
 
Your responses will be show your understanding of different styles, genres and traditions of 
photography.  
 
  
STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT 
Coursework Unit = 60%, Exam Unit = 40% 
 
FOLLOW UP 
Mrs Mead / Miss Lewis 
 
FUTURE 
A Photography course is a great way to open the door to careers in the creative industries. Typical 
careers include: photographer, freelance, photo journalism, advertising, fashion photographer, web 
designer, forensics photographer, photo editor, fine artist, gallery curator, teacher, filmmaker and it 
will give you a set of transferrable skills that you will take with you for the rest of your life! 
Further education 
 
AS & A level Photography, BTEC & Art Foundation, Degree level courses to pursue a career in a vast 
range of photography / art based jobs. 
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GCSE Business Studies 

 

BRIEF COURSE OUTLINE 
You’ll start by exploring the world of small businesses through the lens of an entrepreneur. 
How and why do business ideas come about? What makes a successful business? You’ll 
learn how to develop an idea, spot an opportunity and turn it into a successful business. You 
will understand how to make a business effective, manage money and see how the world 
around us affects small businesses and all the people involved.  

Then you’ll move on to investigating business growth. How does a business develop beyond 
the start-up phase? You’ll learn about key business concepts and issues and decisions you 
need to make when growing a business and working in a global business. You’ll learn about 
meeting customer needs, making marketing, operational, financial and human resourcing 
decisions and you’ll explore how the wider world impacts the business as it grows. 

STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT 
The qualification will be assessed in two equally weighted exam papers. There is no 
coursework. 

FOLLOW UP 

Mr Keegan 

FUTURE 

GCSE Business is a great step preparing you for further and higher education such as A 
levels and BTEC courses. A GCSE Business course could also help prepare you for an 
entrepreneurial role and help you to gain an understanding of what is involved in a 
business-related profession, like accountancy, law, marketing or the leisure and tourism 
industry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



GCSE Computer Science    

 
 
BRIEF COURSE OUTLINE 
 
High quality computing skills and an understanding of ICT systems are increasingly in demand in the 
modern workplace. As digital technology has continued to develop, the ability to appreciate how 
computers work along with their potential and limitations are becoming essential life skills. 
The GCSE Computer Science course takes a hands on approach to equipping young people with 
these abilities.  It allows them to gain the in depth understanding of the digital world necessary for 
working life in the 21st century.  
 
STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT  
 
The course follows the OCR GCSE Computer Science specification (J276) and is assessed by two one 
and a half hour exams at the end of year 11.  Paper one, ‘Computer Systems’ involves students 
learning about the working of ICT systems and networks.  It has been written to provide students 
with a range of important life skills.  Paper two, ‘Programming’ seeks to prepare students for further 
study in the subject as well as allowing them to develop competencies that will make them an asset 
in the workplace such as website and app development.  Pupils also have the opportunity to 
showcase their coding skills in a programming project during year 11. 
 
FOLLOW UP 
 
Mr Whelan 
 
FUTURE 
 
The course provides students with a range of abilities that will prepare them for the 21st century 
workplace.  Further study options at KS5 include A-Level and BTec courses in Computing and ICT. 
Workers in Computer Science and programming are in increasing demand and the sector attracts 
above average salaries. Outside of the tech industry, digital skills are becoming necessary in a wide 
range of sectors such as media, medicine and business. 
A key aspect of Computer Science is the development of ‘computational thinking’.  Computational 
thinking allows students to look at different ways of problem solving and is directly transferable to 
other academic subjects.  This means that by studying computer science, students are equipped with 
skills that could allow them to succeed in other subjects too.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



BTEC Drama  

 
BTEC Tech Award in PERFORMING ARTS Level 1/Level 2 
Performing Arts - Acting (BTEC Tech Award)  

 Performance opportunities 
 Technique/Skill development  
 Recognised in Further Education  
With the BTEC Tech Award in Acting, you will not only get the opportunity to perform, but also 
develop valuable techniques and skills in acting by broadening your understanding of performance 
work. Though observing and analysing existing performances you will learn about the approaches 
taken by directors and actors when creating a piece of theatre.   

 
The course is divided into three components;  
 
1. Exploring the Performing Arts (30%): In this component you will observe live/recorded 

theatre and analyse the performances. You will learn about the roles, responsibilities and skills 
that were involved in making it and demonstrate your understanding through practical 
performances as well as coursework and your own logbook.  

2. Developing Skills and techniques (30%): In this component you will develop your skills as an 
actor. You will gain physical, voice and rehearsal skills and apply these skills in various 
performances. You will reflect regularly on your performances in your logbook as well as how 
you can improve. 

3. Performing to a brief (40%): You will combine your knowledge and experience from 

components 1 and 2 to produce a workshop performance specifically for the brief given by 

the exam board. You will work in small groups to create a performance and keep record of the 

ideas and developments made. 

 
Drama is a very motivating, fun practical subject. It develops imaginative, creative and problem-
solving abilities and gives you responsibility for yourself and the group, while working to real-life 
deadlines. It promotes self-confidence, teamwork and excellent communication skills that can be 
applied in any future employment setting. 
In terms of personal development, drama will enable you to become:  

More confident 

Self-aware  

Empathic 

FOLLOW UP 
J. Browncey  (Head of Drama) 

 ASSESSMENT 

TIERS ASSESSMENT 

BTEC Tech Award 
 (equivalent to 1 GCSE) 
 

Assessment is continuous via rehearsals, performances, log 
book and coursework.  
 
There will be an externally moderated practical 
assessment that makes up 40% of the final grade.  
 



GCSE French 
 

 
 
 
BRIEF COURSE OUTLINE 
 
French is a truly global language! Over 250 million people in 53 countries on every continent speak 
French and knowing French will allow you not only to function but to compete effectively in the 
global economy of the future. The course is designed to develop your interest in France and French-
speaking countries and learning a language develops your communication, critical and creative 
thinking skills. It will also increase your problem-solving skills and improve your memory, self-
discipline, and self-esteem.  You will continue to develop your language and communication skills in 
the four areas of speaking, listening, reading and writing. Topics covered include lifestyle, 
relationships, leisure, home and environment, work and education, and culture. 
 
STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT:  
 
You are assessed in the four skills of Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing at either foundation or 
higher tier.  The exam board used is AQA.  Each skill is worth 25% and will be examined at the end of 
year 11.  Pupils will develop their grammatical knowledge and translation skills. 
  
FOLLOW UP 
 
Mrs Hares & Mrs Savage 
  
FUTURE 
 
France and French-speaking countries are leaders in many technical fields such as transportation and 
aviation. The world’s fastest rail train (the TGV), largest commercial jet (airbus A380), and most 
widely used satellite rocket launcher (Ariane) are all French-made. 
Careers include engineering, media, tourism, government, finance, diplomatic service, catering, 
journalism, teaching and sport. This enables you to study languages or language-related courses in 
higher education. Some colleges and universities also require a language GCSE qualification for 
acceptance onto a non-language course. It will add a skill to your CV and put you in a stronger 
position to work for companies with international links.  
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GCSE German 
 

 
 
 
BRIEF COURSE OUTLINE 
 
German is the most widely spoken native language in Europe. English, French and German are the 
three official working languages of the European Union. In absolute numbers, German is the second 
most-spoken language on the continent of Europe. 
The course is designed to develop your interest in Germany and German-speaking countries and 
learning a language develops your communication, critical and creative thinking skills. It will also 
increase your problem-solving skills and improve your memory, self-discipline, and self-esteem.   
The course will help to expand your language and communication skills in the four areas of speaking, 
listening, reading and writing.  Topics covered include lifestyle, relationships, leisure, home and 
environment, work and education and culture. 
  
STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT 
 
You are assessed in the four skills of Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing at either foundation or 
higher tier.  The exam board used is AQA.  Each skill is worth 25% and will be examined at the end of 
year 11.   Pupils will develop their grammatical knowledge and translation skills. 
  
FOLLOW UP 
 
Mrs Hares 
  
FUTURE 
 
Careers include engineering, media, tourism, government, diplomatic service, catering, journalism, 
translating, teaching and sport. German enables you to study languages or language-related courses 
in higher education. Some colleges and universities also require a language GCSE qualification for 
acceptance onto a non-language course. It will add a skill to your CV and put you in a stronger 
position to work for companies with international links. 

 
 
 
 
 



GCSE Geography  
 

  
BRIEF COURSE OUTLINE 
Geography is all around us. Buckler's Mead make it real for students with refreshing ways of looking 
at the world, and prepare them for a life of career success after the Academy. Students at Bucklers 
Mead Academy follow the AQA 8035 course.  
 
All content will be examined at the end of Year 11. There is no Controlled Assessment.  
Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment 
The themes include Natural Hazards such as Tectonics, Tropical Storms, Extreme Weather; Physical 
Landscapes such as Rivers and Coasts; The Living World which includes Ecosystems such as 
Rainforests and Deserts. This is worth 35% of the overall GSCE grade. 
Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment 
The themes include Urban Issues and Challenges which focuses on Population Settlement and Urban 
Sustainability; The Changing Economic World which looks at Development Gaps and The UK 
Economy; Challenges of Resource Management which looks at Food Management and Water 
Management. This is worth 35% of the overall GSCE grade. 
Paper 3: Geographical Applications 
In this section there are three parts assessed: 
Issue Evaluation: This has a problem solving element within it. The topic will be decided by the exam 
board in Year 11.  
Fieldwork: Students need to undertake two fieldwork trips. The two trips must be carried out in 
contrasting environments and primary data must be collected.  
Geographical Skills- this part is where students will be assessed on a range of geographical skills, 
including cartographic, graphical, numerical and statistical skills.  
This paper will be worth 30% of the overall GCSE grade.  
 
FOLLOW UP 
Mrs Lewis, Mr Hawkins, Mrs Thompson and Mr Lawrence 
 
FUTURE  
Geography is a superb course to lead you to any career as it provides students with the knowledge 
and understanding of what is happening in today’s world, as well as key communicational skills. Why 
choose GCSE Geography? How does it make you employable? Geographers are good 
communicators, problem solvers, good team players, and are well-rounded, flexible thinkers. 
Geographers handle data, ask questions and find answers, make decisions, analyse, solve problems 
and think independently. 
 
Candidates who have followed a course in GCSE Geography may progress to AS and A Geography, 
other A level subjects and advanced vocational courses.  They could then go on to do a degree at 
University. There are also jobs in leisure services, sports and recreation, surveying, town planning, 
transport, ICT, GIS (Geographical Information Systems), teaching and many more.  
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GCSE History 

 

  
 
 
 
 
BRIEF COURSE OUTLINE  
History is rich in excitement, adventure and relevance and taught with passion at Buckler's Mead. 
 
Four areas of study make up 25% each for the full GCSE. As History is heavily based around literacy, 
students will be expected to do a fair amount of reading and writing.  Students will also be expected 
to read widely around the subject and prepare fully prior to lessons. 
 
STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT  
25% America, 1920-1973, Opportunity and Inequality 
25% Conflict and tension, 1894-1918 
25% Britain: Health and the people: 1000 to the present day 
25% Norman England, 1066-1100 
 
FOLLOW UP: 
Mr Bailey/Mr Coulter/Mr Peters 
 
FUTURE 
Students learn how to express their views and opinions (both oral and written) in a clear manner, to 
put forward well researched ideas and arguments in a concise manner, to investigate and assess a 
variety of materials and to organise such material in a logical and coherent way.  
  
Workers in the legal profession often value history students for their highly prized critical and 
reasoning skills, many politicians (including the former Prime Minister, Gordon Brown) studied history 
whilst at school. As well as this, employers in publishing, journalism and the media value the study of 
history with the subject’s emphasis on written expression and research of issues. There will always be 
opportunities for those who can apply the lessons of the past to the problems of the present. 
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GCSE Media Studies 

 
 
 
 
 
The media play a central role in modern society. They shape our perceptions of the world through the 

viewpoints and messages they offer: TV, websites, social media, music videos, film trailers, films, film 

posters…and on and on and on. The economic importance of the media is also unquestionable; the 

media industries employ large numbers of people worldwide and operate as commercial industries 

on a global scale. With ongoing technological developments and more opportunities to interact with 

the media, the importance of media to society is only set to increase.  

Media Studies allows students the opportunity to develop knowledge and understanding of these key 

issues and the ability to debate important questions about the media. Students will draw on their 

existing experience of media, but will also extend their appreciation and critical understanding 

through the study of products with which they may be less familiar, including products for different 

audiences.  

The specification we follow recognises the relationship between theory and practical work, providing 

learners with exciting opportunities to develop media production skills, such as making their own 

music videos or TV trailers – valuable skills for anyone wishing to pursue a career in media. Students 

will apply and develop their knowledge and understanding of media language and representation in 

relation to media forms and products, and become creators themselves. Learners will be offered a 

choice of briefs and forms within which to work, enabling them to explore and pursue their own media 

interests.  

GCSE Media Studies offers a broad, coherent and engaging course of study which enables learners to: 

 demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking, decision-making and analysis; 

 acquire knowledge and understanding of a range of important media issues; 

 develop appreciation and critical understanding of the media; 

 understand and apply specialist subject-specific terminology to analyse and compare media 

products and the contexts in which they are produced and consumed; and 

 develop practical skills by providing opportunities for creative media production. 

 
The media fascinates us: learn how to pick it apart, learn how to construct. Study Media Studies. 

 
 
 
 



BTEC Music  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BRIEF COURSE OUTLINE 
 
BTEC Music is a challenging, yet rewarding course that is suited to students who are interested in 
improving their performance skills and developing their knowledge of the music industry.  

 
STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT 
 
The course is divided into the following four units: 
 

 Overview Assessed via: 

Unit 1: The Music 
Industry 

This unit gives students an understanding of how to 
navigate the music industry as a professional musician. 
Topics include: venues, health and safety, job roles and 
responsibilities, record companies, marketing and 
promotion and many others. 

1 hour written 
exam. 

Unit 2: Managing a 
Music Product 

Students are required to plan, develop and promote their 
own music product, such as a CD or live event.  

Portfolio 

Unit 5: Introducing 
Music 
Performance 

This unit gives students an opportunity to improve their 
performance skills, either as an instrumentalist or vocalist. 
They will learn techniques that will increase their 
confidence and versatility as a musician. 

Performances 
Rehearsal 
Diary 
Rehearsal 
videos  

Unit 7: Introducing 
Music Sequencing 

Over the course of this unit, students will develop a greater 
practical understanding of music technology. They will 
work towards creating an audio recording using 
Garageband. 

Project Log 
Audio 
recording 

 

FOLLOW UP 
Mr A Lee 
 

FUTURE 
The qualification can lead you into other academic qualifications such as A levels in Music or Music 
Technology. It can also take you into employment within the music industry, such as junior roles in 
venues, concert support, administration and clerical roles or other level 2 vocational qualifications, 
or Level 3 vocational qualifications, such as BTEC Nationals, specifically Edexcel BTEC Level 3 
Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma/Diploma/Extended Diploma in Music Technology (QCF). 



BTEC Sport Studies 

 
 
 BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Sport, Activity and Fitness 

 
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Sport, Activity and Fitness is a level 2 qualification. 
It is graded at Level 1 and 2, Pass, Merit, Distinction and Level 2 Distinction*. 
 
Qualification structure 
This award is taught over 120 guided learning hours (GLH). It has 3 components, 2 of which are 
internally assessed and 1 externally assessed as it is an exam.  
 

Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Sport, Activity and Fitness 

Component 
Number 

Components Assessment method 
 

GLH 
 

1 Understand the Body and the 
Supporting Technology for Sport 

and Activity 

Internal 36 

2 The Principles of Training, 
Nutrition and Psychology for 

Sports and Activity 

External 
(Exam) 

48 

3 Applying the Principles of Sport 
and Activity 

Internal 36 

 
 
Progression opportunities  
The BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Sport, Activity and Fitness provides a good foundation for 
learners in post-16 education, or to entry level job roles within the sector. Achievement at level 2 
provides a suitable foundation for: 

 As and A Level PE 

 BTEC Level 3 in Sport or Sport and Exercise Sciences 

 Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Sports Development  

 Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Leisure Management 

 

Follow Up 

If you have any questions or queries please see Mrs Morrison, Head of PE. 

 
 
 



GCSE Design and Technology – Food Preparation and 
Nutrition 

  
Brief outline of the course 
The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition equips learners with the 
knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, 
nutrition and healthy eating. It encourages learners to cook, enables them to make informed 
decisions about food and nutrition and allows them to acquire knowledge in order to be able 
to feed themselves and others affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life.  
 
Structure of assessment 
Within the subject of Food Preparation and Nutrition there are two main components: 
Component 1: Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition  
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
50% of the qualification 100 marks 
 
The topics covered in component one are: 

1. Food commodities 
2. Principles of nutrition 
3. Diet and good health 
4. The science of food 
5. Where food comes from 
6. Cooking and food preparation 

Component 2:  Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action  
 
Non-examination assessment 
50% of the qualification 100 marks 

 
This consists of TWO pieces of coursework that are carried out in Year 11.  
 
Assessment 1: The Food Investigation Assessment - 15% of total qualification 
A scientific food investigation which will assess the learner's knowledge, skills and understanding in 
relation to scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food. 
 
Assessment 2: The Food Preparation Assessment - 35% of total qualification  
Prepare, cook and present a menu which assesses the learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding 
in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of food. 

 
Future 
The course is an excellent foundation for A Level Food Studies or any vocational course 
involving catering, food preparation and hospitality. Jobs include: Dietitian, Nutritionist, Chef, 
Food Production and Development, Food Buyer, Food Journalist etc. They are so many 
exciting and interesting careers in Food.  
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Design and Technology – BTEC Tech Award level 1 and 
level 2 Engineering 
 

 
 
Engineering is an increasingly innovative and exciting area to work in. It affects every aspect of 
modern life – from skyscrapers to smart phones, cars to carrier bags. BTEC engineering introduces 
students to a host of new technologies, helping them to gain practical skills and understanding to 
inspire a lifelong interest in engineering. It will particularly appeal to those who enjoy being creative, 
with an affinity for drawing, design and problem-solving.  
BTEC Engineering allows students to study core technical and engineering designing and making 
principles, including a broad range of engineering processes, materials techniques and equipment. 
 
BTEC Engineering will teach the following skills:- 

 
o Teach students to be imaginative and develop practical skills. 
o Teach students to be thoughtful and develop intellectual skills. 
o Develop students’ self-efficacy and teamwork. 
o Develop in students a positive attitude towards confronting difficulties and 

problems. 
o Teach students to be both reflective and active. 
o Teach students to make judgements as to what is achievable given time and 

material constraints. 
 
Structure and assessment 
 
3 assignments split into 7 parts  
Assignment 1 and 2 internally assessed 
Assignment 3 externally assessed 
Follow up 
 
Mr Stevens 
 
Engineering offers a unique opportunity for students to develop their knowledge and extend their 
skills within a vocational context supported by a high level of academic content. 
 
Future 
 
The course is an excellent foundation for BTEC level 3 and 4 engineering at college, vocational 
courses, or a modern apprenticeship. 
 
 

 



GCSE Design Technology:  9-1 Resistant Materials 
 

     
 

Brief outline of the course 
 
GCSE Design Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an 
increasingly technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on 
Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental, and economic factors. 
Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply technical 
and practical expertise. 
 
GCSE Design Technology allows students to study core technical, designing, and making principles, 
including a broad range of design processes, materials techniques and equipment. They will work 
with a range of materials including wood, Metal, Plastic and learn various technical drawing skills. 
 
GCSE Design Technology will teach the following skills:- 
Teach students to be imaginative and develop practical skills; 
Teach students to be thoughtful and develop intellectual skills; 
Develop students’ self-efficacy; 
Develop in students a positive attitude towards confronting difficulties and problems; 
Teach students to be both reflective and active; 
Teach students to make judgements as to what is achievable given time and material constraints. 
 
Structure and assessment 
Written Examination: This will take place at the end of Year 11 and is worth 50% of the overall 
marks. 
Practical Task: This will start at the beginning of Year 11 and consists of a contextual challenge 
where students will have to make a product supported by a making diary. This will be undertaken in 
lesson time under controlled exam conditions and is worth 50% of the marks. 
 
Future 
The course is an excellent foundation for ‘A’ level Design Technology, vocational courses, or a 
modern apprenticeship. 
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GCSE Design and Technology: Textiles 
 

     
 
Brief outline of the course  
GCSE Design and Technology: Textiles is an exciting opportunity to investigate design and 
technology in more depth, whilst also allowing students to explore their own creativity and establish 
their own footprint as a designer. Throughout the course pupils will gain a broad theoretical 
knowledge and understanding of the fashion and textile industry, as well as been giving the 
opportunity to develop their practical skills, including the construction of fashion, interior and textile 
products, surface design, embellishment and print. Students will be encouraged to explore 
contemporary techniques, materials and processes, in addition to more traditional practices and 
encouraged to take an iterative approach. Design risks are encouraged to help students become 
resourceful, innovative and enterprising citizens 
 
To enable students to make effective design decisions, they will also learn the core principles of 
design and technology, which encourage an awareness of wider influences including new and 
emerging technologies/materials, historical, social, cultural, environmental, and economic factors. 
Students will also research successful designers, such as Alexander McQueen, Coco Channel and 
Vivienne Westwood and evaluate the business models of fashion retailers such as Zara and Primark. 
 
GCSE Design and Technology: Textiles naturally complements many other subjects and interests 
such as Art & Design, Business Studies, ICT, Photography and Performing arts. Inherently the course 
also has links to maths and science, which will help embed knowledge. Throughout the course pupils 
will practise a number of employability skills such as communication, problem solving, time 
management and self-motivation.  
 
Structure and assessment 
Non – Examination Assessment (50% of the overall GCSE) - In year 11 pupils will complete a 
personal portfolio where they will showcase their creativity and practical skills to design and make a 
prototype, which solves a contextual challenge, set by the exam board. 
Written Examination: (50% of the overall GCSE) - The exam will take place at the end of Year 11 and 
will be split into three section:  Core Principals, Specialist Technical Principles and  
Designing and Making principles. The exam will be a mixture of multiple choice, short and extended 
response questions.  
 
Future 
The course is an excellent foundation for a variety of further education courses and as a stepping 
stone towards a number of careers and modern apprenticeship including Print & Surface Design, 
Fashion marketing, Fashion Photography, Fashion Illustration, Footwear Design, Costume/Theatre 
Design, Visual Merchandising, Trends Forecasting, Interior Design, Materials Technologist, Retail 
Buyer, Stylist. Pattern Cutter and Accessory Design. 

 

For more information about this course, please speak to Ms. Vickery. 
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GCSE Triple Science 
 

 
 

BRIEF COURSE OUTLINE  
The science department have tailored the GCSE science course to inspire young minds with 
engaging content and activities, taught in a variety of methods. Science is the study of the 
world around us and we aim to encourage students to consider how things work and to think 
like scientists to solve problems and discover answers. As well as gaining many skills in 
practical science, such as communication, numeracy and literacy, students will have 
completed either two or three science GCSEs by the end of Year 11. 
 
STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT 
All students follow the AQA Science syllabus to be awarded two GCSEs.  They can also choose 
to study Triple Science, to be awarded three separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. Each of these 3 GCSEs are divided into equal sections and assessed in separate 
written examinations. All exams are taken at the end of year 11.  
 
FUTURE 
Students who choose this option will work towards three Science GCSEs and will develop 
skills, such as investigative skills, research skills and group work skills, which will help to 
prepare them for their next step. They will also be able to relate their work to the world 
around them and understand various scientific concepts from a wide range of topics. There is 
a vast array of careers in science as a follow up to this subject. This course can lead to studying 
AS or A-Level Sciences. It is not necessary to complete triple science in order to study A-level 
science, however it will give a deeper understanding of a wide range of concepts which will 
help in completing any science to A-level standard.  
 
FOLLOW UP 
If you have any further questions, please discuss with Mr Lea or any other teacher in the 
science department.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GCSE Citizenship & Politics 
             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BRIEF COURSE OUTLINE 
This is a course that engages students with a wide range of political, social and ethical ideas, 
issues and problems, helping them to develop skills, knowledge and understanding needed 
to address issues at a local, national and international level. The students 
study content such as: 

-          Human rights and responsibilities 
-          Power, politics and the media 
-          Global issues 

 
 
Within the above topics students will study how the country is run and our part to play in 
our society. We cover issues such as what are our rights and responsibilities, the work of 
famous rights campaigners, criminal and civil law, democratic systems, the law making 
process, campaigning for change, sustainability, taxation, benefits, managing an economy 
and Britain’s relationship with the EU, Commonwealth and United Nations. 
  
 
STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT 
GCSE Citizenship is 100% exam, two exams at the end of Year 11.  
  
 
FOLLOW UP 
Ms Kennedy / Mr Bailey 
  
 
FUTURE 
Students who take this course would benefit if they have an interest in news and current 
affairs, enjoy lively debates and are willing to carry out work and research independently 
and as part of a team. This qualification is ideally suited for anyone thinking about a career 
in journalism, politics, local/national government, public services, police, legal profession, 
teaching and charity work.     
  
 
 
 
 



GCSE Philosophy, Ethics & Religion  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE COURSE 
Develop your opinions and understanding of other points of view.  
 
We consider questions such as: 
Can euthanasia ever be right?  
Can war ever be justified?  
Why does evil exist?  
Does suffering have a purpose?  
Should animals be used in experiments?  
 
If you have ever asked yourself any of these questions and would like to discuss them in 
more detail, then this course is for you. 
  
Contrary to popular belief, you do not need to be religious to excel on this 
course; students are encouraged to both develop their opinions and explore the views of 
others. Secular (non-religious) beliefs are studied alongside religious responses.    
 
The course aims to develop empathy, understanding and evaluation of all opinions. It also 
promotes student's skills in literacy, critical thinking and logical argument. The skills this 
subject develops are widely recognised by colleges, universities and employers because they 
help students achieve highly and reach their potential in all subjects.   
 
STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT 
GCSE Religious Studies is 100% exam, two exams are at the end of year 11. 
 
FOLLOW UP 
Ms Kennedy / Mr Balkwill 
 
FUTURE 
This leads to several post-16 options: English, History, Philosophy & Ethics, Theology, 
Sociology, Citizenship, Law, Medicine, Psychology. Or careers in public services, police, legal 
profession, teaching, NGOs, journalism, politics, local/national government, medicine, 
science, technology and engineering. 
 
If you want know how to win arguments, be persuasive in your writing, learn about different 
cultures and ideas, this is the course for you. 
 



CNat Information Technologies 

 
 
BRIEF COURSE OUTLINE 
Practical understanding of office applications such as word processing and spreadsheets as 
well as an appreciation of project planning are increasingly becoming core workplace skills.  
Virtually every occupation now demands that new entrants can evidence that they have an 
understanding of how to use computers for a variety of roles. 
The Cambridge Nationals in Information Technologies seeks to provide this evidence as well 
as equipping users with practical ‘hands on’ end user skills.  It allows learners to become 
competent users of a wide range of software packages allowing them to play an active role 
in the workplace. 
 
STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT  
The course follows the OCR Cambridge Nationals specification in Information Technologies 
(J808) and is assessed by both an exam at the end of year 11 and a practical coursework 
style assignment.  The examination, ‘Understanding tools, techniques, methods and 
processes for technological solutions’ is 1 hour and 45 minutes long and tests students 
understanding of project planning, the use of digital tools and legal considerations linked to 
the use of information technology.  The coursework assignment is based upon a scenario 
presented by the exam board and students are expected to use a wide range of software 
applications to demonstrate their practical skills.  Both elements of the assessment account 
for 50% of the total grade for this qualification. 
 
FOLLOW UP 
Mr Whelan 
 
FUTURE 
The course provides students with practical skills that are increasingly being viewed as vital 
at all levels within the jobs market.  Further study options include information technology 
related courses at KS5 including A-Levels and BTEC.  Employers expect applicants to be able 
to evidence their technical competency and this course allows students to do just that. 
A key aspect of this course is project planning where students are taught how to organise 
and plan resources to complete specific tasks. In the modern workplace, employees are 
being asked to self-manage their workloads more and more, and project planning skills are 
powerful tools in achieving this. 
 
 
 
 
 



Careers Guidance 
 
 
We are fortunate to have our own employed Careers Advisor, Mrs Howe.  She is available in the 
Careers Office in the Study Centre to offer advice on further education and careers. 
 
Our aim is to raise aspirations and improve the life chances of our students. We aim to help young 
people access the appropriate opportunities and help them fulfil their aspirations.  Mrs Howe is able 
to work with students in school to identify their individual needs and to steer them towards successful 
progression.  
 
 
 
Useful Careers Advice 
Consider subjects you think you will be good at and will enjoy.  You may wish to explore possible 
careers, however a balanced range of subjects will ensure as many options as possible are open to 
you.  Ask yourself; 
•           Which subjects interest me? 
•           Which subjects do I like and why do I like them? 
•           Which are my best subjects and how do I know? 
•           What do my teachers say my strengths are? 
•           Would I prefer a course with examinations or coursework? 
 
Few employers expect specific GCSE passes with the exception of; English, Maths and Science. 
Your GCSE subject choices and the grades you achieve can affect your ability to study some subjects 
at College or 6th Form or an Apprenticeship.   
 
In some subjects like History and Geography, it may be possible to study these at A Level without 
having first taken them at GCSE.  However, this does not apply to all subjects, for example; Sciences 
or languages. 
 
Careers Websites 
You can find information on job areas and specific careers using the ‘Careers Tools’ and the ‘Job 
Profiles’ on the National Careers Service website. Go to  www.direct.gov.uk/NationalCareersService 
To view film and video clips relating to many career areas.  Go to   www.careersbox.co.uk 
Whether you’ve got a career in mind or you haven’t got a clue, Plotr can help you discover your future 
and guide you to careers you'll love.  Go to   www.plotr.co.uk   
An apprenticeship is where you are learning through hands on experience of a job and gaining a 
nationally recognised qualification.  To find out more information and to view vacancies, register 
online at www.apprenticeships.org.uk 
 
If you are considering university or completing a degree course, then research and explore entry 
requirements.  Go to www.ucas.ac.uk 
 
A booklet that provides more information to students once they leave Buckler’s Mead Academy is 
available upon request from Mrs Howe in the careers office. 

http://www.ucas.ac.uk/

