
Top Tips for Successful Revision

• Make your brain take notice! Paradoxically, the reason you might struggle to remember things is 
because your brain is so efficient. If you want to remember things, you have to make your brain 
stop and take note.

• Do something with the info: Just reading, highlighting or copying will not work.

• You should reorganise the content of your notes, hand-outs and books, turning it into charts, 
mind maps or pictures.

• Take a break: Studies have shown that recall goes down if you work solidly for too long. Once you 
have had a break, try testing yourself on what you revised before it.

• Little and often: The more times you encounter something, the more likely you are to recall it.

• Talk out loud when you are revising.

• Variety is key: We build up a more exact memory if we are exposed to the same information from 
lots of different perspectives. It is a good idea to revise using different books, journals and 
sources rather than reading the same handout or book all the time.

• Get your sleep: When you are in deep, slow wave sleep, your brain goes on working, making 
sense of what you have learned and experienced during the day. So sleeping well during your 
revision and exam period is important.
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How to create a Revision Timetable 

1. Find out how much time you have to 
prepare. Write the dates of your exams in your 
calendar. You might want to put a star beside 
them to indicate their importance. Then, figure 
out how many days you have left before your 
exams. 
2. Create study blocks for each topic.
3. Look at your work calendar
4. Revise your revision timetable on a weekly 
basis



Session One Session Two Session Three Session Four Session Five Session
Six

Monday

Tuesday

Weds

Thurs

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Revision Timetable- 2 Hour Template- Each Slot is 20 Minutes



Before you start spend 5 minutes review 
your work and identify weak areas.

- 20 minutes- Reading notes/ revision guide 
watching clips or pods. Make notes and 
highlight key important information.

- 20 minutes summarising these notes and 
create a revision resource e.g flash cards.

- 20 minutes- quizzing yourself to check 
your learning.

http://www.istockphoto.com/file_thumbview_approve/8924231/2/istockphoto_8924231-cartoon-alarm-clock.jpg


Revision Cards

Write a keyword on a card using your textbook 
for cues.

Read the relevant part of the textbook or 
notes.

Come back to your cards and try to write 
notes on them (this tests your memory)

You can then flick through the cards to help 
you remember.

Use different types of cards 



Spider Diagrams ( Not the same as a mind 
map)
• Ideal for visual learners, they help you to 

represent connections between ideas and 
facts in a clear and memorable way. 

• When it comes to revision, the spider diagram 
becomes multi-purpose. From testing yourself, 
to create effectively presented notes, this 
method has a endless variety of uses.

How to create a Spider diagram 

Write the title of the section in the middle of 
your paper and draw a ring around it. 

Divide the large section into smaller sub-sections 
by writing sub-headings around the main word. 

Use these words as the foundations from which 
to build your other thoughts around. Recalling 
certain facts and arguments will lead you to 
other connected information and ideas. 

Once you have written all that you can, take a 
look at your revision guide, class notes or text 
book and try to ascertain what has been left out. 

After briefly refreshing your mind on the 
information you were already familiar with, your 
revision session should then be centred around 
filling the gaps in your knowledge.



The Revision Clock 
A way of revising which can 

break a topic down into 12 

sub-categories.

Make notes in each chunk of 

the clock.

Revise each slot for 5 

minutes, turn the clock over 

and  recite back to yourself 

(or someone else) certain 

sections of the clock. 'e.g. 

what was in section 2-3'.



Topic: ..........................



Mind Maps ( Different to a Spider Diagram)



Creating Revision Notes

• Avoid writing in block text where possible! 

• Make notes look like notes! 

• Use bullet points or tables, graphs or even little 
sketches to show your work.

• Use Highlighters and Coloured Pens to emphasise 
particular areas or things you need to remember, is 
a good idea. 

• Summarise large passages.

• Circle important passages with bubbles and 
different shapes to show they mean different things. 

• Make your notes eye catching so you can quickly 
skim read and still be revising the key important 
points. 

• Detail is sometimes necessary to achieve the 
highest marks in an exam but make sure all the key 
points and important facts to remember jump out 
at you on the page. This breaks up the detail and 
makes the page look more manageable to revise 
from and less overwhelming! 



Mnemonics

Mnemonics are memory tools that you 
can create yourself, to form associations 
with information that is otherwise 
difficult to recall. 

This might involve creating mental 
pictures; making up stories to remember 
a sequence of information; or picturing 
facts as locations on a map.

For example, if a medical student wanted 
to recall that the three types of 
depressants are barbiturates, alcohol and 
tranquilizers, they could picture a 
depressed bat who had taken all three.



What have I learnt: 

List five points, key words and 
definitions or different 
perspectives. 

Write a summary/conclusion 
on the palm 



Highlight Notes 
• Read before you highlight!

• Go through your existing notes and exercise books with a 
highlighter. This way your attention is drawn to important bits.

• Stick to highlighting phrases or sentences not paragraphs. Make sure 
what you highlight makes sense. 

• Highlight key terms and their definitions. 

• Use different colours to code your highlighting and connect ideas. 

• Try to restrict your highlighting to no more than 5 points on a page. 

• Remember that highlighting cannot be done on its own. Use this 
with other methods. 

• Do something active with your highlighting. I.e. answer some exam 
questions making sure that you have included the points highlighted 
in one particular colour. 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=V3tJTIRCF6M&saf
e=true

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3tJTIRCF6M&safe=true


Use post it notes
1. Write difficult to remember, facts, quotes or 
formulae on different coloured notes for each 
subject. Stick them where you’ll see them e.g. 
around the bathroom mirror or on the back of 
the loo door

2. Use post-its for look, cover, say, write on your 
revision notes or revision posters

3. Test your sequencing using post-it notes e.g. 
the correct order for a process in science or 
geography e.g. mitosis or the formation of a 
stack.

4. Use your post-its to create a mind-map. Write 
down what you know about a topic on post-its. 
Then arrange them on a wall or large piece of 
paper to explore your ideas.

5. You can even use sticky notes to practice 
making essay-plans. Take the notes from your 
mind-map, or create new ones to play around 
with the order of your points (more detail in the 
video).

6. Marking your textbooks to keep track of 
important pages and information.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?tim
e_continue=4&v=hc-
qV_a75pc&safe=true

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=hc-qV_a75pc&safe=true


The Cliff Method

1. Watch video or read revision guide/textbook making notes on the 
topic.

2. Summarise this into 3-4 bullet points.

3. Make this information meaninful by transforming it into a mind map, 
diagram, picture etc.

4. Create a list of questions and answers to quiz yourself to check your 
learning.

5. List how this topic links to the other topics you have covered.



1. Recap- Watch the Pod and make Notes ( 3-4 mins) 

Subject-
Linked to Topic-

2. Summarise your notes into 3-4 
bullet points (2-3 mins) 









3. Transform your Learning using revision techniques (e.g mind map/ practice 
exam question)  
(10 mins)  



Question Answer
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4. Now create 
a Quiz to test 
whether or 
not you’ve 
secured this 
learning. 

5. How does this link to other topics in this subject? Make a list



Checking your Learning



Why is it important to check my learning?  

• To make sure that there are no gaps 
in your knowledge.

• You can see where you need help. 

• Constant revisiting helps you to 
make sure that your learning is stuck 
in long term memory. 

• It builds your confidence. 

• It helps you to start to make links in 
your learning. 



How to use a PLC to check my understanding 

Go through your PLCs and 
mark Red, Amber and Green. 

Red= don’t get it 

Amber= Not secure. Need to 
work on this.

Green= Got it!

Focus your revision on the Red 
and Amber sections. Decide on 
a task you can do to improve 
these areas. 

Be honest, 



Using Past Papers 

• Past Papers have lots more uses. See video 
clip. 

How to use it to check your learning

Chose a section of the paper or a selection of 
questions that focus on the area you have just 
revised. 

Attempt answering the questions without your 
notes or books. 

Once you have finished, use you notes to check 
your answer and annotate with other points you 
can add. 

You can even time yourself to see how you 
would get along in a real examination. 

http://www.bbc.co.u
k/programmes/p04x
nn80

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04xnn80


Self Quizzing

• Use a template to create a list of 10 questions and the answers to 
check that you have remembered all the key points.

• Give it to a friend or family member to quiz you and check.

• Cover up the answers yourself and quiz your self by talking out loud.
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4. Now create 
a Quiz to test 
whether or 
not you’ve 
secured this 
learning. 

5. How does this link to other topics in this subject? Make a list



Online Support

• GCSEPod

• Seneca

• Quizlet

• Doodle

• GCSE Bitesize

• Hegarty Maths

Use the assignments and quizzes on this 
site to check your learning, identify gaps 
and watch the clips or use the information 
to fill these.


