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DEAR PARENTS/CARERS 
September sunshine seems like a distant memory as we head in to the 

Christmas holiday.  So much has happened over the last 16 weeks it’s hard to 

tell you about everything.  Any newsletter can only give you a taste of life in 

the academy so for a more regular update have a look at our Instagram, 

Facebook and Twitter feeds, which we post several times a week. 

Year 7 have settled in extremely well, enjoying their team building visit to 

Hooke Court, Aladdin at The Octagon and going to Longleat with Year 8 to see 

the Christmas lights.  Other highlights from the term include Marlie Packer presenting awards to our top sports 

students plus Year 10 organising the Buckler’s Mead’s got talent contest, with performances to every year group, 

an evening concert and guesting at a local garden centre. 

 

We’d like to wish you all a happy holiday and a healthy 2019. 

Headteacher Deputy Head Assistant Head Assistant Head Assistant Head Business Manager Assistant Head 

Mobile Phones 

Please remind and reinforce to all students that 
mobile phones (and headphones) are only al-
lowed before school, at break, lunch and after 
school.   

At all other times phones must be turned off and 
in bags unless directed otherwise by a          
teacher.  Additionally :- 

 Phones are not allowed out in buildings at any 
point during the day. 

 They are not allowed out in between lessons 
at all. 

 Students are not allowed to talk on them at 
any point. 

 As soon as the bell goes they must be put 
away. 

  

If students break the rules - devices will be     
confiscated and taken to reception for the parent 
or adult named on sims to collect.   

If students refuse to hand in their device, SLT will 
be called and appropriate sanctions put into 
place. A minimum  of 1.5 hour SLT detention will 
be given for refusal to follow instructions.   

  

Please also remember that all energy or fizzy 
drinks are also banned. These will be disposed of 
immediately by staff.  If a student does not  follow 
the request to hand over the drink, - the 1.5 hour 
above SLT detention applies.   

     Mr Mattocks 

HA Trip to University of Exeter  

Students in Years 9 and 10 

who came with us to Exeter 

had a great time. We had a 

tour of the campus and its 

amazing facilities, including a 

huge sports and fitness      

centre, state of the art science 

laboratories and the newly     

refurbished student forum. We 

spent some time with current 

university students looking at the 

prospectus and designing our 

own  university, which lead to 

some wacky and creative  ideas! 

It really is an impressive campus, offering world class degrees 

which we are lucky to have so close to us here in  Yeovil. 

Hopefully it has inspired some of students to look     further into 

studying a subject at degree level in the future. 

       Mrs R Howe 



Rotary Club Technology Tournament 

 

Friday  23 of November saw four teams from 

Buckler`s Mead take part in the Rotary Club 

Technology Tournament. There were teams from, 

Wadham, Maiden Beech, Stanchester and Holy-

rood. 

The task was to build a crane that could travel 

and lift a cargo from a derailed train. The model 

would have to be able to move on wheels, and 

the crane would have to lower and raise. Not an 

easy task!  

All the teams found the task very hard. They had 

to make an electrical circuit to raise and lower 

the crane remotely involving a reversing switch. 

They also had to put gears on the motor to     

enable the load to be lifted.  

All this had to be done remotely and the crane 

had to be able to be moved into position and  

also  back with the cargo. 

Morgan Gavin must be congratulated on being 

the first of our teams to build his circuit.  

The Year 7 Team of Caius Ionele,Thomas Hodge, Imogen Hann and Daisy Holland did well to keep 

on task. They had a pile of parts and within the last 10 minutes they had built their crane, geared 

down the motor, wired the electrics, fitted it with wheels and tested it. They ended up as the top  

Buckler`s team.  

The one thing they all learnt was to “Read the Instructions and Understand Them” and also to 

“Never Give Up”, as our Year 7 Team  demonstrated. 

The students enjoyed the day, and came away with a better understanding of how to organise a 

team and to understand what is being asked of them. My thanks go out to Katie  Garratt, Ryan 

Collins, Ben Lintern, Ethan Smalley, Alice Smith, Ellen Leighton, Milosz Kubasik and Mrs Saun-

ders for helping on the trip and planning.            

                         Mr Tofts 



It’s been a really great term here at Buckler’s Mead Study Centre. We’ve focused on enhancing all of the 
decorations and displays as well as promoting fiction from different genre.   
 

We’ve been having fun  
     with stickers and quotes 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our new year 7 cohort have proved to be avid readers and very keen to participate in     
promotions, events and competitions which is an absolute dream.  Borrowing is buoyant 
and is certainly keeping me on my toes! 

        
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

Tom Gates ‘What Monster?’ 
competition                                 

Draw your own doodle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
Winners get to be first to borrow  
               a shiny new copy                               

Diary of a Wimpy 

Kid The Meltdown. 

 

Borrow anything from    

humour and get your name 

in the draw to be first to 

borrow one of five new  

copies. 

 

Halloween  
Borrow a Spooky Read and get   
your Halloween treat (no trick). 

Bigging up books 

One for our year 9    
readers – read one of 
these titles for Young 

Adults and write a    
newspaper review article. 

(Reviews in January) 

Christmas 2018 

Not sure what to borrow 

for the holidays? 

Take a lucky dip from 

under the Christmas 

tree. 
? The Study 

Centre 



GREEN POWER CAR CLUB TRIP TO SILVERSTONE 

The Green Power Car Club travelled to Silverstone for the Walter Hayes Trophy Race meeting on Sunday 4th 

November. This is the fifth time the Club has attended this meeting and it is the highlight of the Club Racing 

year. 

We were guests of the organiser of the event James Beckett and our thanks go to Enigma Motorsports, Oldfield 

Motorsports and to 

Simsport News for 

getting us comple-

mentary tickets.  

We first visited  Old-

field Motorsports 

and Kevin Mills Rac-

ing garage to check 

on race times and 

then to the grand-

stand to watch the 

first Semi Final 

Race. The Simsport 

News car was 

pushed onto the 

kerbing and spun at 

the first corner 

dropping it down to 

last. The lead 

changed a number 

of times with cars 

spinning and going 

straight on at the 

corners due to the 

greasy conditions. 

The race was      

abruptly stopped 

with a Red Flag due 

to a crash involving 

3 cars. Organisers 

took half an hour to 

clear the damaged 

cars away and    

restart the race. 

After the race  we checked out the sports car race from the banking at Copse Corner before passing the      

scrutineering bay, the garages and transporters. 

We called at Oldfield Motorsports Garage to have a tour and a talk through the finer details of the modern     

Formula Ford Race Car. The Simsport News sponsored car was very sleek in its black paintwork. Oldfield uses 

engines prepared by Barnet Racing Engines from Shaftsbury in Dorset. Next to the Simsport car was the       

remains of one of the cars from the previous  accident. It had two corners missing. A pile of broken suspension, 

driveshafts, pushrods and wheels were piled up outside. Engineers were busy rebuilding the car to get it ready 

for the final. 

   We all had a very good day out and the final was one of the best I have seen. The lead changed hands many 

times due to the slippery conditions. Everyone from the Green Power Car Club enjoyed the final.  

I would like to thank all the students, Mrs Saunders for helping on the day and trip planning, to Enigma          

Motorsport, Oldfield Motorsports, Simsport News and James Beckett the organiser of the event for a great day 

out. 

                Mr Tofts 



Recycling 

The TakeBack recycling programme has been      
running successfully for many years and              
specialises in the free collection of unwanted       
mobile phones, empty printer toner and inkjet      
cartridges. Many of these unwanted items have a 
value and by collecting and recycling them the 
Academy is able to both raise funds and avoid items 
going unnecessarily to landfill.  

If you have any of these items we would be grateful 
if they could be brought in and left in the collection 
box in the Academy Reception. Mobile phones can 
be any age, make or condition; SIM cards should be 
removed and charging leads are not required. 

Thank you for your support.       

       IT Technicians 

Buckler’s Mead Academy uses School Gateway, the UK’s best                         
parent engagement software, to make sure our parents are as closely involved 
with their children’s school lives as possible.  

Most academy related communications, updates, including newsletters,  and           
attendance matters etc, go through School Gateway – it is the central hub of           
information for our parents – so to stay up to date with what’s going on at Buckler’s 
Mead, please make sure you download the app for free. Just search School Gateway 
in your App store and download. It’s simple. 

Apple iPhone users, download the app here: schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload 

Android phone users, download the app here: schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload 

Your login details will be automatically generated using the contact information    
Buckler’s Mead already has, so please make sure the details we hold for you are up 
to date. You can check and change these details by sending an email to                  
office@bucklersmeadacademy.com. 

If you have any questions or would like some more information, please visit the 
School Gateway site:          https://schoolgateway.co.uk/. 

You can also login to the online 
version of School Gateway via 
this site if you do not have a 
smart phone, although we do  
recommend using the App if   
possible as it makes it far easier 
to get hold of parents when we 
need to. 

Download the School Gateway APP 

Here 

https://schoolcomms.com/school-gateway-
success-guide/launch/communication-

templates/ 

                                 Mrs Mallinson 

http://schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload
http://schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload
mailto:office@bucklersmeadacademy.com
https://schoolgateway.co.uk/
https://schoolcomms.com/school-gateway-success-guide/launch/communication-templates/
https://schoolcomms.com/school-gateway-success-guide/launch/communication-templates/
https://schoolcomms.com/school-gateway-success-guide/launch/communication-templates/


Important Dates 
Start of Spring Term: Monday 7 January 2019 

Academic Mentoring Day: Friday 1 February 2019 

Year 11 Parents Evening: Thursday 7 February 2019  

Inset Day: Friday 15 February 2019 

Half Term Week: Monday 18—Friday 22 February 2019 

 

Please remember to inform the academy 

of any change in contact details as soon 

as possible. 

Many thanks. 

Hegarty Maths Home Learning Programme 

The Maths Department are very pleased to launch this home learning maths programme. We are part of a 
number of schools across the UK launching the Hegarty Maths programme this year and are excited about 
the benefits for your  children.   

Hegarty Maths is accessed via a website. The aim of this programme is to provide a top quality home    
learning platform to students in Year 7 so that, along with fantastic teacher-led maths lessons, your child 
will be supported at home with their maths learning.  Maths homework can be difficult to get right.  At home      
students may struggle to remember concepts they learnt in class and parents often find it difficult to help 
their child as some methods have changed sinced they were at school.   

Over the last few week students have been shown the website in lessons and/or assemblies. There will 
also be a letter with details of how to login. coming home before the end of the term. Homework tasks will 
be set weekly by the Maths department for all students from January 2019. Thank you in advance for your 
support. We really look forward to seeing the student successes.     

                        Mr Atkin 

HA Trip to Cannington College 

A number of students went with Mrs Howe to Cannington College 

recently to look at how you can obtain a university degree with a dif-

ference! We explored the working dairy farm and learnt how to milk 

the cows as well as spending some time 

looking at how farm machinery is         

maintained. We then went to the Animal 

Care centre and had workshops with the 

smaller  exotic animals such as bearded 

dragons. We were given the chance to 

use the tablets to recreate presentation 

pieces on various animals that real stu-

dents would have to submit for their de-

gree courses. It was amazing to see 

what was involved and how much fun it 

could be to get a degree in that environ-

ment. 

    Mrs R Howe 

 


