
Learning at Redmoor
A guide for parents and carers at KS3

“Knowledge is power. Information is liberating. 
Education is the premise of progress, in every society, in every family.’ 

Kofi Annan 



Introduction

Teaching and learning sits at the centre of everything we do at Redmoor Academy. 
We believe that the learning of our students is underpinned by a knowledge rich 
curriculum, which is varied and broad in its content and skills, delivered by highly 
trained teachers whose subject expertise instills enthusiasm throughout the learning 
environment.

The learning of our students is further underpinned by our support staff, who through 
their own expertise ensure our students’ progress. We see our students as individuals 
and recognise that within the classroom, different students require different strategies 
for success. 

Encompassing this is our belief that all students should be challenged to realise their 
full potential. This booklet explains how we decide on the best learning strategies and 
the research that supports this. It also explains what our children experience during 
lessons and why they receive the homework they do. 

We hope that it helps you understand 
what happens in our lessons at 
Redmoor, what you should be seeing 
when your child discusses their class 
work and homework with you and how
you can support your child further. 



Knowledge Curriculum and 
Knowledge Organisers

When Francis Bacon first coined the term “knowledge is power”, he was 
summarising a belief that great things can be achieved by anyone who learns. 
Equally, for those people lacking knowledge, it can be hard for them to access the 
world around them and be successful in qualifications.  

At Redmoor, we have recently re-written the whole of our KS3 curriculum to reflect 
the new demands of the GCSEs, but also to prepare our students for life. Over time, 
students build on previous knowledge so that they can understand relevant cultural, 
historical, scientific and philosophical knowledge to help them access learning. 

We also build up key vocabulary over time, as poor literacy can be a barrier to 
learning. It is our hope that by increasing knowledge and therefore understanding of 
the world around them, our students will be able to become successful in whatever 
profession they choose. 



Knowledge organisers (KOs) help students to remember the knowledge that they have to 
understand to be successful in school and wider life. KOs organise and break down the 
key elements of the topics to be covered so that students can practise these chunks of 
knowledge that then become transferred to their long term memory. Over time this 
knowledge becomes like building blocks to create a real understanding of the world we 
live in, across all subjects areas. 

Your child will be given new knowledge organisers every term in year 7,8 and 9. Many 
subjects now also use them effectively at GCSE.

Knowledge Curriculum and 
Knowledge Organisers



Cognitive Load Theory 

As a parent/ carer, you may be asking:

● Why do we ask students to learn 
facts off by heart?

● Why does your child have constant 
knowledge organiser tests?

● Why is your child constantly 
revising for 20 minutes a day?

Top Tip: Think about how easily you can remember song lyrics. 
This is because we repeat them over and over again, so they stick in our long term memory.

We understand that the cognitive load theory tells us that students can only hold so 
much in their shorter/ working memory at one time - only about 6 or 7 facts.  So we 
need to transfer knowledge into long term memory and the only way we can do that is 
by constantly practising new material. Our long term memories have so much capacity, 
but we have to commit to constant revising to transfer knowledge there. Memorising 
from the knowledge organisers means that the key facts stick in students’ long term 
memory, which allows their short term memory to take in new information.

At Redmoor, we look at the most recent educational research from educationalists, 
psychologists and cognitive scientists, to make sure that the learning of our students is 
as effective as possible. 



Ebbinghaus, a German Psychologist explained this further. He noted that as soon as 
we are given information, it begins to fall out of our memories. However, the more we 
review facts, the more they stick in our long term memory.

Our knowledge organisers help this review and with constant practice, our students’ 
long term memories become filled with knowledge that they can draw upon at any 
time to help them be successful in their academic learning, but also in understanding 
the world around them. 

TOP TIP: Type “What is the forgetting curve” into 
YouTube

Ebbinghaus Forgetting Curve



Homework

So this is why we ask our students to constantly practise the facts on their 
knowledge organisers. We feel, based on research, that it helps them retain 
important information and use higher level vocabulary. We therefore expect students 
to spend the following time on their knowledge organisers: 

Year 7 and 8: 20 minutes per subject per week 
(except for lessons taught once a week) 

Year 9: 30-40 minutes. 
Homework may include GCSE preparation

Students should also be reading frequently. As parents, schedule frequent reading 
time into your children's’ daily routine. This will improve vocabulary, help them to 
understand the world around them and help to construct written responses. Reading 
can also help with stress and anxiety and stop children becoming over reliant on 
social media. Your child can access our library for a range of different reading 
material and subject areas will be giving your child subject specific material to read.. 

The Maths department will also set 
homework using online programmes 
to enhance activities in class. You 
may also find that some teachers 
use Google Classroom to make 
learning accessible at home.



Rosenshine’s Principles of 
Instruction

Your child will experience a variety of different 
teaching styles and activities at Redmoor. We 
firmly believe that our teachers are subject 
specialists, who know their subjects and the 
way to teach their students best. We therefore 
have no ‘perfect lesson’, as we believe high 
level learning environments can look different in 
different subjects. However, staff have been 
extensively trained in Rosenshine’s Principles of 
Instruction. This is research from the best 
educationalists and psychologists. Therefore, 
your child should experience the following 
in lessons:

● Challenge: We teach our students in mixed ability classes and all children have 
access to the highest levels of academic work, to make sure that all children 
have the opportunity to succeed

● Scaffolding: Strategies may be put in place to help your child achieve highly and 
to support their learning

● Examples of excellence: Model answers so students can aspire to the best 
academic work

● Questioning: this may be directed at your child rather than hands up, to ensure 
understanding

● Review: Your child will be asked to constantly review the knowledge on their 
KOs. This will usually take the form of quick quizzes and tests



Feedback and Austin’s Butterfly  

When you look at your child’s book, you may expect to see lots of red ticks, ‘well 
dones’ and grades. 

However, recent research tells us that the most important aspect of marking student 
work is what the students then do with it and how improvement is made. This 
feedback may take the form of whole class feedback, or individual feedback, so you 
may not always see lots of comment in your child’s book.

What you should see, is them responding to teacher marking in purple pen. The more 
your child acts on their teacher’s feedback (or in some cases their classmates’ 
feedback), the more progress they make. Austin’s butterfly is a good example of how 
targetted feedback can lead to success (see the video on YouTube for more details).



What can you do as parents and carers to 
support your child’s learning?

● Check your child’s diary to see what homework has been set. Make sure that 
you sign last week’s pages so that your child knows that there is a link 
between school and home.

● Help your child with their knowledge organisers. Test their knowledge and ask 
them to repeat key facts. This will help them transfer knowledge into long term 
memory. Find out more about the facts in them and their place in our society. 
Make sure that old KOs are kept safe for future reference.

● Ensure that your child has access to reading material that interests them. 
Designate a time when they can read. Bedtimes are ideal for this; children 
should not take gadgets to bed and need a break from mobiles phones an 
hour before bedtime. This is essential for good mental health and and a good 
night’s sleep.

● Make sure that your child is equipped for school each day. Purple pens are 
essential for improving work. Knowledge organisers are not only used at home 
but our students use them in lessons for reference; the accelerated learning 
pages help them to make more progress. Student planners help them to 
become more organised. 

● Organise a time and place for your child to work. Whilst this is essential now, it 
becomes even more important when GCSEs start. Study areas need to be 
quiet, with no distractions and the necessary equipment to work. We also 
provide a homework club called Study Space for students, where a member of 
staff is on hand to help children if they need some support. 

● Discuss your child’s lessons with them. It is important to us that your child feels 
inspired and enthused by their learning. We are always happy to give you 
more information.

Thank you for your continued support



Notes 


