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Knowledge Organisers at Redmoor Academy
Why do we have knowledge organisers?
Your knowledge organisers help you to be successful in many ways. Firstly, they make clear the key elements needed in 
a topic to have an excellent understanding of it. If you know these elements, your teacher will help you to understand 
them. 

What are my teachers’ expectations of me?
In year 7 and 8 your teachers will give you homework that  means you will be spending 20 minutes a week learning 
information from your knowledge organiser for each subject. In year 9 this will 30-40 minutes. Teachers will test you once 
a week to make sure that you are completing the homework and remembering your knowledge. Your knowledge 
organiser exercise book is where you will complete your practising. Each time you revise and practise, you should put the 
subject as the title and the date. Rule off when you have completed your revising for that subject. Teachers and form 
tutors will be regularly checking that you are revising. 

How will my teachers use them?
Each subject will set homework once a week that will help you to learn your knowledge organiser. They will also test you 
once a week on certain parts to see how well you have remembered it. Research tells us that this practising is a really 
good way of helping you make sure that the knowledge stays in your memory. Over time you will build on this knowledge 
to make sure that you know everything you need to for your subject. Sometimes you may have high stakes quizzes, 
where teachers will set a certain score that you have to reach to be successful.

How will they help me revise?
When it comes to GCSEs, you have lots of information to remember. Your knowledge organisers will gradually build up 
this knowledge over 5 years to help support you in year 11 so that when you revise, you are just recalling knowledge that 
you have already stored. Also, you will have practised lots of revision techniques whilst revising your knowledge 
organisers over the past 5 years, which will help prepare you for the final exams. 



Top tips for learning and revising the information in your 
knowledge organiser 

Check the website for more subject specific revision information
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Year 8 English: Of Mice and Men

Key Context: America in the 1930s

John Steinbeck

● Steinbeck was born in Salinas, California, an important area for farming 
● Steinbeck spent his childhood seeing migrant workers around his home 

and this left an impression on him as he saw their difficult experiences
● When he was a teenager he spent time working on ranches near his home 

and he was interested in their lives

The Great Depression

● The Great Depression was a period of great poverty and unemployment 
across the USA

● It started in 1929 when millions of dollars were wiped out in the Wall Street 
Crash and this affected the world’s economy

● It led to people losing their life savings and a third of America’s population 
became unemployed and many suffered from poverty, hunger and disease

The Dust Bowl States

● At the same time as the Great Depression, many parts of America suffered 
from dust storms and drought - these places were known as the Dust 
Bowl states

● Farmers were affected as their crops failed and many were forced to move 
off their land because they could not repay the bank loans which had 
helped buy the farms 

● Many farmers moved to California as they believed there would be spare 
land and a lot of work there

● Around 1.3 million farmers moved there but it was not easy to find work - 
wages were low and jobs tended to be temporary

Racism

● Racism was very common at this time
● African Americans were hit the hardest during the Great Depression and 

nearly 50% were unemployed
● Racism had been decreasing but got worse during this time as many 

people believed that available jobs should go to white people 
● Crooks’ character reflects the discrimination black people faced at this time

Disability

● In some states, having a low IQ (intelligence test) score meant that people 
were sterilised (stopped from having children)

● People with lower mental capacities were sometimes seen as unfit to have 
children, to employ, or even to like - they might have been seen as unfit

● The mentally disabled were often seen as a burden on society
● ‘Booby hatches’ were like prisons for the mentally disabled

Sexism

● In the 1930s married women were expected to give up their jobs if their 
husband wanted them to 

● Women were treated as inferior to men and usually served in the 
household

● Women were shamed if they worked - this was not seen as appropriate for 
women, especially in the 1930s when they were believed to be stealing 
jobs from the male breadwinners (those who earned the money for the 
family)

● Women often had to give up on their own dreams to be housewives

Plot Summary

1 The writer introduces the two main 
characters, George and Lennie. 
They are preparing to join a new 
ranch, working as migrant labourers, 
but spend the night camping out 
nearby. George is a parental figure 
to Lennie and also has to be 
authoritative.

2 George and Lennie arrive at the 
ranch where they are welcomed by 
Candy (an old ranch worker). We 
see the very basic bunkhouse where 
the men live. We are also introduced 
to the characters of Curley, Curley’s 
Wife, Slim and Carlson. Each 
character is introduced with a 
detailed description. Curley’s wife is 
disliked by the men on the ranch 
and seen as a troublemaker. 

3 George talks to Slim and we learn 
the backstory of his friendship with 
Lennie and what happened in 
Weed. There are hints that Lennie 
will be drawn to Curley’s wife. 
Candy’s aging dog is shot by 
Carlson because it is no longer seen 
an useful. Candy, George and 
Lennie make plans to buy a ranch of 
their own. Curley attacks Lennie. 

 
4

This chapter starts by describing the 
shed where Crooks lives, giving an 
insight into his life. As the other 
ranch workers have gone out, 
Lennie pays a visit to see Crooks 
but is taunted. Curley’s Wife arrives 
and talks about her loneliness and 
lost dreams, before turning on 
Crooks. This chapter shows what life 
is like for the outsiders on the farm.

5 Lennie accidentally kills his puppy 
whilst in the barn alone. Curley’s 
wife enters the barn and tells Lennie 
about her failed dreams and hatred 
of Curley. She invites Lennie to 
stroke her soft hair. 

6 This takes place where the novel 
began, back ‘down by the river’. 
Lennie has fled the farm and is 
waiting for George. George is forced 
to protect Lennie from the other 
ranch workers. The dream of owning 
a ranch of their own dies at the end 
of the novella.

Key Characters Key Quotations

George 
frustrated, devoted, dreamer 
Lennie's guardian and best  
friend. He is ‘small and  quick’ 
with ‘sharp, strong features’.

To Lennie: ‘Guys like us, that work on 
ranches, are the loneliest guys in the 
world...they don’t belong no place.’ 
‘If I was alone I could live so easy.’
‘I think I knowed we’d never do her.’

Lennie
childlike, unassuming
A mentally disabled but 
physically strong man who 
travels around to find ranch work 
with his only friend George. He 
dreams of being able to tend 
rabbits on a ranch he owns with 
George.

Lennie ‘imitated George exactly’
He ‘dabbled his big paw in the water’.
Lennie approaches George ‘like a terrier 
who doesn’t want to bring a ball to its 
master’.
Lennie is ‘jes’ like a kid’
‘Lennie covered his face with his huge 
paws and bleated with terror.’

Slim
wise, respected
He is a ‘jerkline skinner’, which 
means he drives the mules 
across the ranch. He is greatly 
respected on the ranch because 
of his skill and his kindness.

‘Slim don’t need no high-heeled boots’
‘He moved with a majesty only achieved 
by royalty’
‘The prince of the ranch’
‘Slim’s opinions were law’
Slim says - ‘You hadda, George.’

Curley
insecure, unmerciful, jealous. 
The Boss' son, he was once a  
semi-professional boxer. He is 
protective of his wife and  
immediately dislikes Lennie.

‘He glanced coldly... calculating and 
pugnacious’
‘Curley’s like a lot of little guys. He hates 
big guys’
‘I’m gonna shoot the guts out of that big 
bastard myself’

Crooks
cynical, proud, isolated  
Crooks, the black stable-hand,  
gets his name from his crooked  
back. He is isolated from the  
other men because of the colour 
of his skin.

‘They let the nigger come in that night.’
Crooks’ accommodation is ‘a long box 
filled with straw.’
Crooks has a ‘tattered dictionary’ and a 
‘mauled copy of the California civil code 
for 1905’.
Crooks says ‘nobody never gets to 
heaven, and nobody gets no land.’ 
‘A guy goes nuts if he ain’t got nobody.’

Curley’s Wife  
objectified, lonely, nameless 
She is a young, pretty woman  
who recently married Curley. 
She cares about her appearance 
and wears nice clothes and 
make-up. She has failed dreams 
of being a star.

The rectangle of sunshine in the doorway 
was cut off’
‘Heavily made up’
‘She’s gonna make a mess… She’s a 
jailbait’
‘He was gonna put me in the movies’
‘…her body flopped like a fish.
‘She was very pretty and simple.’

Candy
Weak, useless, powerless
An aging ranch handyman,  
Candy lost his hand in an 
accident and worries about his 
future on the ranch.

Carlson says ‘I wish somebody’d shoot 
me if I got old an’ a cripple’
‘Candy looked for help from face to face’
‘They’ll can me purty soon'
‘I ought to of shot that dog myself.’

Carlson: heartless, insensitive
A 'thick bodied’ strong ranch 
worker. 

Carlson – ‘I wish somebody’d shoot me if 
I got old an’ a cripple’



Writer’s method How Steinbeck uses this

Foreshadowing: when the 
writers gives a hint about what’s 
to come later in the story.

When Lennie kills the mice it 
foreshadows the later deaths. 

Symbolism: the use of a symbol 
or image to represent something 
else.

The rabbits represent false hope. The 
characters represent whole groups of 
people. E.g. Lennie represents the 
mentally disabled.

Animal Imagery: when the writer 
gives animal characteristics 
(features) to a human.

Lennie is often described as animal-like - 
a bear, dog or horse. Curley is compared 
to a fish and frog. 

Microcosm: this is where the 
world is represented on a smaller 
scale. 

The little world of the ranch represents 
American society. 

Connotation: an idea or feeling 
which a word makes you think of 
or suggests. 

Curley’s wife wears red, a colour 
suggesting danger and passion.

Cyclical structure: this means 
circular in nature, so it usually 
means that the ending echoes / 
connects back to the start.  

The novella ends back at the pool, with a 
reference to the water snake. This is how 
it starts too. 

Key Topic Vocabulary Student Friendly 

Definition

Use it!

Segregation
1540s rom the Latin 
segregatus, meaning to set 
apart from the flock.

Setting someone or 
something apart from 
others. 

Crooks is a victim of 
segregation on the ranch 
as he can’t go into the 
bunkhouse.

Racism
From the French: racisme 
(1897), to be defined by race

Discrimination directed 
against someone of a 
different race based on 
the belief that one’s 
own race is superior. 

In American society in the 
1930s there was much 
racism. 

Isolation 
Mid 19th century from the 
French term isolation

Being alone or away 
from others. 

The novella Of Mice and 
Men explores the effects 
of isolation on people. 

Migrant
1670s rom the Latin 
migrantem, meaning to move 
from one place to another. 

A person who moves 
from one place to 
another to find work or 
better living conditions. 

Lennie and George are 
migrant workers who have 
to travel around to find 
work on ranches. 

Hierarchy
From Greek hierarkhes 
meaning sacred ruler. 

A system where 
members are ranked 
according to status or 
authority. 

John Steinbeck shows us 
that the hierarchy of the 
farm has the Boss at the 
top.

Loneliness
From Middle English: (al)l one 
- being on one’s own c.1200

Sadness because one 
has no friends or 
company. 

Curley’s Wife suffers from 
loneliness. 

Aspiration
From the Latin aspirare - to 
breathe life into

A hope or ambition of 
achieving something. 

Curley’s wife has her 
aspirations cut off when 
she marries Curley.

Futile
From the Latin futtilis - 
meaning to pour out of - to be 
pointless

Something is futile if it 
has no results or 
effect. 

The writer shows that 
having dreams is futile for 
ranch workers. 

Powerless - from the French 
pouvoir - to be able to do 
something + less - German 
meaning without = without the 
ability to do something

Having no strength or 
power. 

Candy is a powerless 
character. 

Ostracize
1640s rom the Greek 
ostrakizien, meaning to 
banish. 

To avoid someone on 
purpose or to stop 
them from taking part 
in the activities of a 
group.

Crooks is ostracized from 
the other workers and is 
not allowed to go into the 
bunkhouse. 

Why Steinbeck wrote the novella

Steinbeck encourages us to empathise with the plight of migrant workers 
during the Great Depression as he knew how hard their lives were and he 
wanted to share their stories. 

Steinbeck wants to show how the American Dream is impossible for ordinary 
hard-working people. 

The novella explores the human need for companionship and shows us what 
happens to lonely people. 

Steinbeck shows how life reveals the predatory nature of mankind: the 
powerless are targeted by the powerful. 

Steinbeck wants to expose how women, black people, elderly people and the 
disabled were treated in America in the 1930s.



‘The Soldier’ by Rupert Brooke

Context: 
- Rupert Brooke was an 
English poet
- He received a private 
education at Rugby School
- He is known for his sonnets 
which write about the beauty 
of England and the bravery of 
heroism of British soldiers
- Brooke enlisted at the 
outbreak of war in 1914 and 
died of an infection in 1915

Meaning:
The poem is told from the 
perspective of a soldier 
leaving England to go to 
war. 
The speaker informs the 
audience about what to 
think of him should he die.
The soldier, who has been 
raised in England, says he 
will go an English heaven 
once he dies. 
The poem conveys the 
patriotic feelings of 
England in 1914. 

Language: 
Personification: England is 
personified and becomes a 
mother to the poet in this 
poem. It also gave him 
‘flowers’ and ‘washed’ and 
‘blest’ him.

Repetition: ‘England’ is 
repeated 14 times in the 
poem, showing how strongly 
he felt about his homeland.

Religious imagery: the river 
is personified and ‘washed’ 
and ‘blest’ the poet. As these 
images are linked to water 
they are connected to 
baptism and show how 
England made him a child of 
God and kept him pure.

Structure and Form: 
Sonnet: the poem is 
written as a sonnet 
containing 14 lines. 
Instead of writing about his 
love for a partner, he 
writes about his love for 
England. 

The first 8 lines discuss 
the possibility of the 
soldier dying and reflect on 
the role England has 
played in his development. 
The last 6 lines think about 
an afterlife in heaven.

Volta: the poem contains 
a volta, or turning point, 
where the speaker 
imagines heaven.

Key Quotations:
‘There’s some corner of a 
foreign field / That is forever 
England’
‘A richer dust concealed’
‘A dust whom England bore’
‘Blest by suns of home’

‘Who’s for the Game?’ by Jessie Pope

Context: 
- Jessie Pope is an English 
poet who is best known for 
her motivational poems 
published during WW1
- The poem was published 
in The Daily Mail and was 
written to encourage men to 
sign up for war
- Poets like Owen and 
Sassoon found her work 
distasteful - Owen even 
originally dedicated ‘Dulce 
et Decorum Est’ to her!

Meaning:
The poem is upbeat and is 
aimed at getting men to 
enlist for war. It uses lots of 
comparisons and questions 
to persuade (even pressure) 
men to fight. 
The speaker aims at getting 
men to think about their 
roles in war, making them 
feel cowardly if they decide 
not to fight. 

Language: 
Rhetorical questions: 
Pope asks a series of 
questions to encourage men 
to consider what their role in 
war will be. The repetition of 
them helps to build pressure 
on the reader. 

Personification: the poet 
makes England a vulnerable 
female ‘up to her neck in a 
fight’ in order to encourage 
the readers to protect her.

Metaphors: Pope uses the 
metaphor of war being a 
‘game’ to help make it 
sound exciting and fun. She 
also says it is a show and a 
race.

Structure and Form: 
Rhythm: the poem has a 
regular beat which makes 
war sound upbeat and jolly.

Rhyme like ‘played’ and 
‘unafraid’ is used to create 
an upbeat tone, it is almost 
like a nursery rhyme and 
this makes us forget the 
dangers of war.

Second person: the final 
stanza of the poem shifts 
from questioning to directly 
talking to the reader Pope 
says ‘you’ in order to put 
pressure on the men 
reading the poem.

Key Quotations:
‘The biggest that’s played’
‘Who want a turn to himself in 
the show…?’
‘Your country is up to her neck in 
a fight’
‘she’s looking and calling for 
you’

‘In Flanders Fields’ by John McCrae

Context: 
- John McCrae was a 
Canadian poet and a soldier 
during WWI
- He wrote the poem after 
the funeral of a close friend 
who was killed in a battle
- Poppies have become a 
symbol of remembrance for 
the fallen
- The poem was written 
near to the start of war 
before the romanticism of 
war in poetry turned largely 
to anger

Meaning:
The poem is written from 
the point of view of the dead 
and tells of their sacrifices. 
It demands that we 
remember those who have 
died and that we honour 
them.
The speaker calls for the 
living to ‘take the baton’ and 
to continue to fight against 
the enemy. If the living do 
not do this, the dead will not 
be able to rest in their 
graves.

Language: 
Symbolism: the birds, ‘the 
larks’, are symbols of 
freedom and beauty and 
they contrast strongly with 
the world below. The 
poppies symbolise 
remembrance and 
bloodshed.

Imperatives: the dead 
order the living to continue 
the fight, stating ‘take up 
our quarrel with the foe’.

Imagery: the image of 
throwing the torch suggests 
that the dead want to light 
the way forward for others. 
It must be ‘held high’ which 
shows how proud the 
soldiers were of fighting for 
their country.

Structure and Form: 
The start: the poem begins 
by referencing sky and 
fields, giving an impression 
of an idyllic setting for the 
dead to rest. However, the 
birds can hardly be heard 
among the guns below. The 
poet shows how the 
peaceful scenes of nature 
and the sounds of war are 
close together which shows 
how quickly life can be 
turned to death.

Mod shift: there is a shift in 
mood in the second stanza 
when the poet turns to first 
person, ‘we are the dead’. It 
shocks the reader and gives 
the dead a voice.

Key Quotations:
‘crosses, row on row’
‘larks, still bravely singing’
‘We are the dead’
‘we throw the torch’

Year 8 English: World War I Poetry



‘Dreamers’ by Siegfried Sassoon

Context: 
- Siegfried Sassoon was a 
British war poet and soldier, 
and one of the major poets 
of WWI
- He was decorated for his 
acts of bravery during the 
war but decided that he 
could not support the war 
after a period of leave
- He spent time for 
shell-shock at Craiglockhart 
Military Hospital and he 
experienced the horrors of 
war first hand

Meaning:
The poem is about soldiers 
who are at war. The 
speakers tells how soldiers 
are placed in terrible and 
dangerous conditions where 
any moment could be their 
last, and all they can do it 
dream of being back home. 
The poem deals with the 
horror of war and shows 
how soldiers long to escape 
from the gunfire but can only 
do so in their dreams, and 
even they are ‘hopeless’. 

Language: 
Metaphor: the idea that 
soldiers live in ‘death’s grey 
land’ presents them as men 
who are living under the 
shadow of death constantly. 

Listing: the poet lists all of 
the things men miss about 
home and uses the 
conjunction ‘and’ to add to 
the list. This suggests that 
they miss so much about 
home.

Contrast: the poet contrasts 
the soldiers’ dreams of life 
back home, the ‘fire lit 
homes’ and ‘clean beds’, 
with the horrors they 
experience like the threat of 
death, the gunfire, and the 
rats which gnaw. This 
emphasises the terror of 
war.

Structure and Form: 
Sonnet: the poet is a 
sonnet divided into two 
stanzas. The first introduces 
ideas about what soldiers 
are. They are uncertain 
about their futures but 
expected to fight bravely for 
their countries.

Volta: the second stanza 
begins with a volta where 
the mood changes and we 
see the reality of life for men 
in the trenches. They are 
gnawed by rats, lashed by 
rain and dream of doing 
normal things back home.

Key Quotations:
‘Citizens of death’s grey 
land’
‘Soldiers are dreamers’
‘gnawed by rats’
‘mocked by hopeless 
longing’

‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ by Wilfred Owen

Context: 
- The poet was a WWI 
soldier who experienced the 
horror of war directly
- He directed the poem 
towards Jessie Pope and 
those who told lies told to 
soldiers
- He spent time in 
Craiglockhart Military 
Hospital and felt the mental 
effects of war
- He was tragically killed in 
the final week of the war in 
1918

Meaning:
The poem describes 
exhausted and wounded 
soldiers returning from the 
front line to rest. They get 
caught in a gas attack and 
one soldier tells us his 
memories of watching a man 
die in front of his helpless 
eyes and of the dreams 
which haunt him afterwards. 
His experiences cause him to 
attack those who tell young 
men that it’s right to die for 
their country. 

Language: 
Simile: the ‘like old beggars’ 
simile makes young, fit men 
sound prematurely old and 
destitute. They’ve lost 
everything because of war.

Sensory imagery: war has 
stripped the soldiers of their 
senses. Many are ‘blind’, 
‘deaf’ and limping. War 
leaves men with nothing.

Imagery: the imagery of the 
green sea of gas and the 
drowning man suggests the 
helplessness of the soldier. 

Irony: the title of the poem, 
meaning ‘it is sweet and 
honourable’ is used 
ironically. This means that 
the poet doesn’t think this 
but believes the opposite, in 
fact!

Structure and Form: 
Caesura: the use of this 
technique at the start 
(punctuation within the lines 
of poetry) makes the pace 
slower and emphasises how 
tired and exhausted the 
soldiers are.

Enjambment: the poet uses 
this technique (of spilling over 
a line onto the next in the 
second stanza) when the gas 
hits. It reflects the panic of 
the soldiers and war’s chaos.

Structure: at the start, the 
poet deliberately introduces 
the soldiers as weak and 
exhausted so that they can 
show how vulnerable they are 
during war. At the end the 
poet addresses the reader 
directly, saying ‘if you too 
could pace’.

Key Quotations:
‘bent double, like old beggars 
under sacks’
‘As under a green sea I saw him 
drowning’
‘In all my dreams’ ‘helpless 
sight’
‘The old lie’

‘Suicide in the Trenches’ by Siegfried 

Sassoon

Context: 
- Siegfried Sassoon was a 
British war poet and 
soldier, and one of the 
major poets of WWI
- He was decorated for 
his acts of bravery during 
the war but decided that 
he could not support the 
war after a period of leave
- He spent time for 
shell-shock at 
Craiglockhart Military 
Hospital and he 
experienced the horrors 
of war first hand

Meaning:
The poem is an angry and 
blunt tale of a young soldier 
who commits suicide 
because of war. The poem 
shows the psychological 
effects of war (the effect on 
men’s minds). The ‘simple 
soldier boy’ could be any 
number of real soldiers. 
Through the poem, Sassoon 
attacks people back home 
who blindly support war 
without knowing its effects 
on the men who fight.

Language: 
Repetition: the poet 
repeats ‘and’ to 
emphasise the amount of 
suffering the soldiers 
endure – ‘crumps and lice 
and lack of rum’ 

Tone: the poet uses a 
blunt and matter of fact 
tone which makes the 
poem more shocking – 
‘put a bullet through his 
brain’

Adjectives: the language 
used in the final stanza, 
like ‘smug faced’, 
suggests that the poet is 
angry at how ignorant the 
public are.

Structure and Form: 
Tone: the poem begins with 
an almost nursery rhyme 
story. The upbeat tone which 
the bouncy rhythm creates 
makes the reader think that 
the poem will be positive. 
However, the second stanza 
changes the mood as the 
‘winter trenches’ start to take 
effect.The final stanza is 
angry and accusatory in 
tone. It is directed at people 
who start war without 
knowing the ‘hell where 
youth and laughter go’.
The upbeat tone doesn’t 
match the content of the 
poem perhaps because the 
poet is attacking those who 
are upbeat about war when 
it’s about death and 
suffering.

Key Quotations:
‘I knew a simple soldier boy’
‘crumps and lice and lack of 
rum’
‘Smug faced crowds’
‘Sneak home…hell where 
youth and laughter go’



Subject Terminology Example

Stanza: a set amount of lines 
grouped together in a poem

Rhyme scheme: the pattern of 
rhyme within a poem.

In ‘Who’s for the Game?’ rhyme like ‘played’ and 
‘unafraid’ creates an upbeat tone. 

Rhythm: this is the beat of the 
poem, made up of stressed and 
unstressed sounds

The rhythm at the start of ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ is 
slow, created by using many commas. This mimics 
the pace of the soldiers trudging in the mud. 

Caesura: a break within a line of 
poetry where there is punctuation 
to create a pause

In the opening line of Owen’s poem, ‘Bent double, 
like old beggars under sacks’, the comma slows 
down the pace. This kind of pause in a line is called 
caesura. 

Enjambment: spilling over a line 
of poetry onto the next without a 
pause from punctuation

In ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ the enjambment comes 
after ‘fumbling’ and ‘stumbling’ to show the panic of 
the soldier stuck in the gas. 

Volta: a turn in the thought or 
argument of the poem - it can be a 
dramatic shift in emotion

There is a turning point in ‘Suicide in the Trenches’ 
when the mood becomes darker - ‘You smug faced 
crowds…’

Sonnet: a poem with 14 lines 
traditionally about love, usually 
ending with a rhyming couplet

‘The Soldier’ is an example of a sonnet but it is 
about his love for England rather than a partner. 

Connotation: a feeling or idea 
which is suggested by a particular 
word

In ‘Who’s for the Game?’ the poet wants you to 
think about the connotations of games so that you 
imagine fun and excitement as a soldier. 

Metaphor: a phrase which 
describes one thing as if it is 
something else

In ‘Who’s for the Game’ the poet uses an extended 
metaphor by saying that war is a game. 

Imperative: is a command In ‘In Flanders Fields’ the poet uses imperatives like 
‘take’ to command the reader to continue the 
soldiers’ fight after their deaths. 

Imagery: descriptive language 
which creates clear images - this 
could be religious imagery, natural 
imagery, bird imagery etc.

In ‘The Soldier’ Brooke uses religious imagery 
which makes England sound like a holy place. 
Examples include ‘English heaven’. 

Simile: a description comparing 
one thing to another by saying it is 
as or like the other thing 

In ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ the poet compares the 
gas cloud to the sea - ‘as under a green sea I saw 
him drowning’. 

Symbolism: where an image or 
object represents something else

John McCrae’s poem features poppies, a symbol of 
remembrance and bloodshed. 

Tone: this is the poem’s feelings 
or emotions.

‘Suicide in the Trenches’ uses an upbeat tone at the 
start but this changes to anger in the final stanza.

Topic Vocabulary

Trenches: narrow dugouts in the ground where 
troops would be partially sheltered from the enemy 
(see left). 

Shells: a shell is a large weapon (like a large bullet) 
which would be fired through the air.

Gas masks: a protective mask used to cover a 
person’s face against poisonous gas. 

Crump: a crump is a large hit or blow, used to mean 
the explosion of a shell. 

Lice: small, wingless insects that feed on your blood. 

Shell-shock: is post-traumatic stress (stress 
happening after an event). It is now called PTSD.

Patriotic: showing love for your country and being 
proud of it. 

Pastoral: writing which gives an idealised version of 
life in the countryside. 

Propaganda: information of a biased or misleading 
nature. In WW1 posters, news stories, songs and 
poems would be used to persuade men to fight (se 
the poster on the left). 

Romanticise: to talk about something in a way which 
makes it sound better than it really is. 

Nostalgic: a feeling of happiness when you think of 
the past. You can along be sad as you long for things 
to be as they were. 

Naivety: a lack of trust based on a lack of 
experience. 

Enlist: to join up to the armed forces. 

Blunt: if you are blunt, you say exactly what you 
think without trying to be polite. 

Accusatory: suggesting that you think someone has 
done something bad. 

Futile: if something is futile then it is pointless or 
useless.

Condemnation: the expression of very strong 
disapproval.  
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C

Can you label 
the parts of the 

digestive 
system?





❑ Small petals
❑ Dull colours
❑ No nectar

❑ Pollen produced in large 
quantities to increase 
chance of fertilisation

❑ Pollen has low mass so it 
can be blown be wind

❑ Anthers are loosely 
attached and dangle out of 

the flower
❑  Stigma hangs out of flower 

to make it easier to catch 
pollen carried by the wind

❑ Brightly coloured and sweet 
smelling to attract insects
❑ Often contain nectar

❑ Smaller quantities of pollen 
are produced

❑ Pollen is often sticky or 
spikey (so it can stick to the 

insects)
❑ Anthers and stigma 

are held firmly within the 
flower so insects brush 

against them
❑  Stigma has sticky coating 

so pollen can stick 



C

C

C

C

C
C

C
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Yr 8 History 
Thematic Study: 
Economic History 
1500-modern day

The Slave Trade
1492: Columbus lands in the Caribbean
1562: John Hawkins takes first ship of slave to West Indies
1619: Slave trade in North America begins with first ship full of Africans 
docking in Virginia colony (now USA)
1772: Somerset case - court ruling that no slave could be forcibly 
removed from Britain
1789: publication of Olaudah Equiano’s autobiography
1807: The slave trade is abolished by Great Britain
1833: Slavery is abolished in all British colonies
1839: Amistad slave ship rebellion
Economic: relating to money/wealth/poverty
Exploration: travelling to find new parts of the world
Trade Triangle: the slave trade system Europe/Africa/America
Abolition: to oppose or end something
Overseer: a person who supervised slaves or factory workers
Olaudah Equiano: an ex-slave who wrote about his life
Thomas Clarkson: campaigned for abolition of slavery
Granville Sharp: used legal means to try to abolish slavery
William Wilberforce: MP who campaigned to abolish slavery

The Industrial Revolution
1600s - 1700s Enclosure Acts
1712: Newcomen develops steam powered pump
1761: Bridgewater Canal opens
1765: James Watt’s steam engine
1771: Arkwright builds Cromford Mill textile factory
1790s: Canal Mania - huge investment and construction begins
1840’s: Railway Mania - huge investment and construction begins
Steam power: using pressure from heating water to power machines
Iron: main metal used in manufacturing, steel is an alloy of this
Canal: method of transporting heavy good by water
Turnpike Trust: Private toll roads
Domestic System: manufacturing items in the home
Factory System: manufacturing in a specially constructed building
Industrial Revolution: change from an agrarian economy to manufacturing
James Watt: developed the first effective steam engine
Thomas Telford: architect and civil engineer, designed transport solutions
Richard Arkwright: pioneered the factory system
George Stephenson: engineer and railway pioneer
Rural: countryside areas/settlements
Urban: town or city areas/settlements

 
Poverty and Empire
Poverty: the state of not having enough resources for a minimum standard of living
Textiles: Cloth or clothing production by spinning and weaving
Apprentice: an child (sometimes orphans) who worked in factories in return for food and lodging
Workhouse: a place where poor people could get food and shelter in return for work
Depression: severe downturn in the economy, causes mass unemployment
Colony: a area controlled by a foreign power as part of an empire
General Strike: when several sectors go on strike at the same time
Liberal Reforms: Measures to help the poor 1906-1914
Pension: A weekly amount of money given to people over 70  (originally 5 shillings)
National insurance: A form of tax to pay for health and unemployment insurance
SS Empire Windrush: First ship to bring immigrants to the UK from the West Indies in 1948
Notting Hill Riots: Racial riots in inner city London 1958



Flow Line Maps



Key Terminology

Python A text based programming language 
that is very close to written English

Algorithm A set of steps or instructions to 
complete a task. 

Variable A place to store a single piece of data

Input Where data is entered into a 
computer by a user/human

Output Where data is displayed by the 
computer. Examples include: text, 
images, sound, or video displayed on 
a monitor or through speakers.

Assignment When one variable is set equal to 
another e.g. x = y

Sequence When code is run in a specific order, 
usually from top to bottom.

Selection
IF
ELIF
ELSE

Also called a decision, when a 
program takes a course of action 
based on an answer.

if answer == 0:
    print("Even")
else:
    print("Odd")

Loops
While
For

When one or more lines of code are 
repeated. 

for i in range(11):
    print ("The count is: " + 
str(i))

Data Types

String Any combination of letters, numbers or symbols e.g. 
“Hello”

Integer A whole number e.g. 1, 64, 255

Float/Real A number with a decimal (e.g. 3.14)

Boolean Either true or false

Character A single alphanumeric character (e.g. A, 2)

Arithmetic Operators

+ Addition

- Subtraction

* Multiplication

/ Division

** Performs exponential 
(power) calculation on 
operators 

e.g. a**b means a to the 
power of b

Comparison Operators

== Equal to

!= Not equal to

> Great than

< Less than

>= Greater than or equal 
to

<= Less than or equal to

Year 8 ICT & Computer Science
Python Programming



Year 8 ICT & Computer Science
Computer Hardware and Data

A Computer is made up of...

Hardware Items of a computer system that can be 
touched. E.g. Disks, monitor, keyboards, 
motherboard. You can ‘touch’ hardware.

Software Refers to programs that runs on a computer. 
You cannot ‘touch’ software.

Input device A device that allows data to be entered into a 
computer. E.g. Mouse, keyboard.

Output device A device that allows data to be displayed or 
output from a computer. E.g. printer, speakers.

Storage device A device that permanently holds data.

Internal Parts of a Computer (Inside the box)

Motherboard The main circuit board of a computer that 
holds most of the components of the 
computer together

Processor/CPU This processes all the instructions in the 
computer needed to perform a task.

Random Access 
Memory (RAM)

A temporary storage for the computer. It 
stores unsaved works and open programs.

Hard Drive A storage device that holds data permanently 
for when the computer is switched off.

Graphics Card Processes all of the instructions to do with 
graphics on the screen. Takes the load off the 
CPU

Units of Memory

Bit A single binary digit. A 0 or a 1.

Nibble 4 bits

Byte 8 bits

Kilobyte 1000 bytes

Megabyte 1000 kilobytes

Gigabyte 1000 megabytes

Terabyte 1000 gigabytes

Petabyte 1000 terabytes

Data Terms

Character Set All of the different characters/keys/letters 
available to a computer. Each character 
corresponds to a binary number

Pixel The individual squares that make up an image

Resolution The amount of pixels in an image

Colour Depth The amount of different colours that are 
available for each pixel in an image



Year 8 tackling a design brief
Karim Rashid

Design Movement/Art Style
What is Memphis?

● In the early 80s, Italian designer and architect Ettore Sottsass founded Memphis, a group of 

artists and designers who became known for their bright and bold furniture design

● Although many people ridiculed their work, the Memphis group were groundbreaking. Their 

use of clashing colours, haphazard arrangements and brightly coloured plastic laminate was 

previously unseen. At the time, objects were usually designed to be functional, not decorative. 

Memphis changed this with a more creative approach to design, where they poked fun at 

every day objects by designing them in a way that was unusual.

● One of the members of the Memphis group, Nathalie Du Pasquier, collaborated with Danish 

company HAY to create Memphis-esque patterned bags in 2013. A year later, she designed a 

collection for the fashion company American Apparel. Elsewhere in fashion, Memphis' work 

has served as the inspiration for fashion collections by designers such as Dior and Missoni.
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Theme for the Project -  scamper
● Karim Rashid is an Egyptian-born and 

Canadian-raised industrial designer. 
● His designs include luxury goods, 

furniture, lighting, surface design, 
brand identity and packaging. 

● Time magazine has described him as 
the "most famous industrial designer in 
all the Americas" and the "Prince of 
Plastic".

● He is based in New York City, as well 
as Belgrade, Miami and Mexico.

● He has over 3000 designs in 
production and has won over 300 
awards.

S  Substitute - Replace a part of your product/idea with another

C Combine 
Combine ideas, processes or products into one more efficient idea

A Adapt 
Adapt an existing idea to solve a problem you had before

M Modify 
Modify an aspect of your situation or problem, try magnifying or 
minimising them

P Put to another use 
Put current processes or products that were intended for a specific 
purpose to another use

E Eliminate 
Eliminate or simplify an idea to improve it, but also to identify it’s 
most important aspect

R Reverse 
Reverse the orientation, direction of a process or product, do things 
the other way around.

Drawing Style/Skill/Technique
A mind map is a diagram which shows ideas. Normally, a word is placed in the middle, 
which is your main theme. From this, words are generated and placed around the 
outside which are linked to the middle word. Eg Colour - bright - vibrant - primary.



Drawing Style/Skill/Technique
A stencil is device for applying a pattern, design, words, etc., to a 
surface, consisting of a thin sheet of cardboard, metal, or other material 
from which figures or letters have been cut out, a coloring substance, ink, 
etc., being rubbed, brushed, or pressed over the sheet, passing through 
the perforations and onto a surface.

Year 8 Art
5 facts about the designer

1. Born in Chicago in 1984, Alecks is a self-taught 
visual artist and graphic designer

2. 2011 when Alecks began gaining local recognition 
by winning design competitions.

3. He explores the composition of individual letters 
and the unique beauty that each character has to 
offer.

4. Alecks took his love for graffiti art and constructs 
cardboard graffiti pieces that quickly became his 
trademark.

5. His work shows arrows, barcodes and colours that 
pop out amid hard angles, straight sides and 
swooping edges.

Alecks Cruz

Design Movement/Art Style
What is Graffiti?

● Graffiti art as a term refers to images or text 
painted usually onto buildings, typically using spray 
paint. Graffiti is marks, scratchings or drawings made 
on a surface in a public place. 

● Graffiti art has its origins in 1970s New York, when 
young people began to use spray paint and other 
materials to create images on buildings and on the 
sides of subway trains. Such graffiti can range from 
bright graphic images (wildstyle) to the stylised 
monogram (tag).

● Today, many graffiti are very complicated mixtures of 
writing and pictures.When done without a property 
owner's permission it is considered vandalism. 
Sometimes it is just a person's name or a rude word. 
Sometimes it is as a public political protest.

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

Theme for the Project - Urban Art
Definition: 

Tonal pencil drawing
Whether drawing realistic or abstract 
subjects, an understanding of 
tone, the variations of light 
and shade, is important.

A variety of pencils are 
required to create a tonal 
study. The B range is soft 
and dark and more suitable 
than H pencils for shading 
and tonal drawings.

Study the different shades of light and dark 
in your subject. These tones are dependent 
on where the light source is. Work on your 
confidence when applying your tones. It is 
a common mistake to have little difference 
between the darkest and lightest areas of a 
drawing. This can make your results seem 
flat.

Objects are three dimensional, so the tone 
will change over the surface. Think about 
the direction and distance between your 
marks when shading. Diagonal shading or 
shading against the grain can flatten the 
appearance of a form.If shading using 
cross-hatching, think about the closeness 
of the crossing lines - the closer the lines, 
the darker the shading.



Drawing Style/Skill/Technique
Botanical illustration is the art of depicting the form, colour, and details of 
plant species, frequently in watercolor paintings. They must be 
scientifically accurate but often also have an artistic component and may 
be printed with a botanical description in books, magazines, and other 
media or sold as a work of art

Year 8 natural form
5 facts about the Artist

● Andy Goldsworthy (born 26 July 1956) is a British sculptor, 
photographer and environmentalist who produces 
site-specific sculptures and land art situated in natural and 
urban settings. He lives and works in Scotland.

● Land art is art that is made directly in the landscape, 
sculpting the land itself or making structures in the 
landscape using natural materials such as rocks or twigs.

● He documents extensively through photography
●  Most of his work is created outside in remote locations 

that have been specifically chosen for their personal 
significance.

● Andy Goldsworthy’s sandstone arch is one of his largest 
sculptures of this type.

Andy 
Goldsworthy

Design Movement/Art Style
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Theme for the Project - Mono Printing

What is the Arts and Crafts Movement?

● Arts and Crafts was a design movement initiated 
by William Morris in 1861 which aimed to 
improve the quality of design and make it 
available to the widest possible audience

● Morris emphasised simple functional design 
without the excess ornament and imitation of 
past typical of Victorian styles. Wallpapers or 
fabrics were based on natural motifs, particularly 
plant forms treated as flat pattern.

The monoprint is a form of printmaking 
where the image can only be made once, 
unlike most printmaking which allows for 
multiple originals.

An impression is printed from a reprintable 
block, such as an etched plate or 
woodblock, but in such a way that only one 
of its kind exists, for example by 
incorporating unique hand-colouring or 
collage.

The term can also refer to etchings which 
are inked and wiped in an expressive, not 
precisely repeatable manner; to prints made 
from a variety of printing elements that 
change from one impression to the next; or 
to prints that are painted or otherwise 
reworked by hand either before or after 
printing.

The beauty of monoprinting lies in its 
spontaneity and its allowance for 
combinations of printmaking, painting and 
drawing media.

https://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/v/victorian


Skill/Technique
Aesthetically pleasing means to present food in a way that appeals to the 
consumer - The food should look good, smell good, and appear appealing 
enough to eat. The decoration and presentation of food is very important

Year 8 Food
Facts about the designer

1. Mary Berry is a British food writer and 
television presenter.

2. After being encouraged in domestic 
science classes at school, she studied 
catering and institutional management at 
college.

3. She then moved to France at the age of 
21 to study at Le Cordon Bleu school, 
before working in a number of 
cooking-related jobs.

4. She is best known for her baking skills.
5. Mary Berry has been a judge on The 

Great British Bake Off.

Mary Berry

Design Movement/Art Style
What is Afternoon Tea

● Afternoon Tea is a tea-related ritual, introduced 
in Britain in the early 1840s. 

● It was introduced in England by Anna, the seventh 
Duchess of Bedford. The Duchess would become 
hungry around four o’clock in the afternoon. The 
evening meal in her household was served 
fashionably late at eight o’clock, thus leaving a 
long period of time between lunch and dinner.

● It evolved as a mini meal to stem the hunger and 
anticipation of an evening meal at 8pm.

● Afternoon Tea is a meal composed of sandwiches 
(usually cut delicately into 'fingers'), scones 
with clotted cream and jam, sweet pastries and 
cakes.

● One renowned place to find a true afternoon tea 
is the Ritz in London. Their afternoon tea 
service is in such high demand that bookings 
generally must be made months in advance.

Theme for the Project - Afternoon Tea
Food temperature
Microorganisms in food
A selection of rotten food with mouldy growths. 
Bacteria, mould and yeast are all types of 
microorganism. They cause food to change, 
sometimes making food unpalatable.

Chilling
Dairy produce, cooked foods and raw ingredients 
should be kept at a temperature between 0°C 
and 5°C. This will slow the growth of 
microorganisms, but won't stop it.

Freezing
Meats, vegetables and ready meals can be 
frozen. Freezing maintains high standards of 
freshness and safety. Freezers store products at 
-18°C or below. Freezing does not kill 
microorganisms, but will keep them dormant until 
the food is unfrozen.

Reheating foods
Food must be reheated to at least 72°C to avoid 
the risk of food poisoning. Leftovers should be 
disposed of quickly.

Packaging functions
The main purposes of food packaging are:
- to preserve the product
- to protect the product from damage
- to make the product more attractive to the 
consumer
- to make it easier to transport the product



Drama Keywords Year 8 Drama: Unit 1 - Creating Character
Knowledge Organiser (Term 1a- Sept-Oct)

Context:

●

●

●

Use of Practitioners, Performance Spaces:

Drama techniques, skills and lighting.



Morals and Ethics - Pursuit of Happiness





Key Words

Music

Sharp 
 

Raises a note by 1 semitone e.g C to C
 

Flat ♭
 

Lowers a note by one semitone e.g Db to C

Tone A tone is a neighbouring note made up of 2 semitones
e.g C-D is a tone.

Semitone The smallest difference between two different notes eg C- C#

 
Enharmonic

Notes that are of the same pitch but have different names e.g F# 
and Gb

Key signature An arrangement of sharps or flats, placed at the start of a piece of 
music to indicate which notes need to be played as black notes.

Ostinato A continually repeated phrase or rhythm.

Scales A series of notes which follow after one another.

Major scale Has 8 notes. Semitones appear between the 3rd and 4th and the 7th and 8th notes. C major is the only major scale played 
completely on white notes

Minor scale Has 8 notes. The arrangement of tones and semitones make it sound Egyptian. It sounds sad.

Chromatic scale Has 13 notes altogether. Every note has a semitone in- between. The player weaves between black and white notes. Chromatic 
means colourful.

Pentatonic scale Has only 5 notes. Sounds Asian. Can be played on black notes only.



Key Words.

Chord - a group of notes played together 
at the same time.
Harmony - a combination of sounds 
played at the same time, which blend 
and produce a pleasing effect
Phrase - a short musical sentence which 
has a short musical sense of its own
Cadence - a progression of at least 2 
chords that ends a phrase or section of 
music
Melody - a linear succession of notes 
that makes musical sense - eg the main 
tune of a song.
Tonic - the name of the first note in a 
scale.
Sub-dominant - the name of the fourth 
note in a scale
Dominant - the name of the fifth note in a 
scale
Dissonant - sounds that clash with each 
other causing a tension to resolve.





KEY TERMS
Court – The area netball is played on.
Goal Third – The 2 areas of the court 
including the shooting circle.
Centre Third – The area in the middle 
including the centre circle.
Umpire – The name of the person 
who officiates the match.
Other areas of the court: back line, 
side line, centre circle, shooting 
semi-circle.
Intercept / Interception – Gaining the 
ball by getting in between a pass from 
the opposing team.
Possession – Keeping the ball.

SKILLS IN ISOLATION
Passing – chest, shoulder, 
bounce.
Handling – Ball control.
Catching – 1 and 2 handed.
Footwork – landings, pivot.
Evasion – holding space, 
dodging.
Shooting – 1 or 2 handed.
Defending – stage 1 man to 
man, stage 2 defend the pass.

HOW TO WARM UP FOR 
NETBALL AND OTHER 

SPORTS

A good warm up must 
consist of 3 parts;
1 – Pulse raising activity 
e.g.  jogging
2 – Stretches (dynamic 
and static)
3 – Skills practice e.g. 
passing  

RULES AND REGULATIONS

Rules resulting in a FREE PASS (Involves 1 player):

FOOTWORK – A player must not move their landing foot 
before passing the ball.
OFFSIDE – A player must stay in their playing area. See 
diagram above.
HELD BALL - The ball can only be held for 3 seconds by a 
player.
REPLAYING – A player must not bounce the ball to 
themselves when playing.
Rules resulting in a PENALTY PASS (Involves 2 players):
CONTACT – A player must not touch another player whilst 
on court.
OBSTRUCTION – Any player must stand 1 meter away 
from the player with the ball.

POSITIONS – BLUE TEAM
How many players on 1 team?

 Where can they go?
 Defence:                       Attack:
GK – 1 & 2                       GS – 4 & 5
GD – 1, 2 & 3                          GA – 3, 4 & 5
WD – 2 & 3                                 WA – 3 & 4
                       C – 2, 3 & 4

Which areas can the RED team go into?

A netball match lasts for 4 x 15 minute quarters= 1 hour

Year 8 PE - Netball

APPLICATION OF SKILLS
·         Set plays e.g. centre pass, back lines
·         Decision making
·         Demonstrate communication on court
·         Adapt to the environment



KEY TERMS
Sequence; A sequence is a series 

of movements which flow together. 
When composing a sequence it must 
have a clear start and end. Think of 
this at the Capital letter to start a 
sentence and a full stop to end it.

 Any gymnastics routine should aim to 
be aesthetically pleasing and display 
the following;
- Extension
- Body tension
- Control
- Clarity of shape
- Resilience
- Flow

SKILLS IN ISOLATION

Key Shapes
Tuck
Straddle
Pike
Dish
Arch
Puck
Star
Straight

COMPONENTS OF FITNESS FOR GYMNASTICS

RULES AND REGULATIONS

A gymnast must create her own routines at an appropriate 
skill level for his/ her degree of difficulty. 

No jewellery, body piercing or adornments of any kind are 
permitted

A judge panel usually scores gymnastics competitions.

Gymnasts have two different scores, the D score 
(difficulty of the routine) and the E score (execution of the 
routine aka how neat and tidy it is!).

All gymnasts begin with a 10.0 execution score which then 
has points removed for faults such as bent legs, arms and 
falls.

PERFORMANCE
Apparatus
Pommel horse, rings, high bar, parallel 
bars, vault, balance beam, asymmetric 
bars.
Floor routine
Create a sequence combining and linking 
key shapes and skills.
Rhythmic routine
Ball, Clubs, Rope, Ribbon, Hoop

Year 8 PE - Gymnastics

Key Skills
Forward roll
Backwards roll
Cartwheel
Summersault
Headstand
Handstand
Round off
Walk over

Balance Being able to keep your body stable when moving 
or still.

Strength The amount of force generated by a muscle.

Body Composition How much your body is made up of muscle and fat?

Flexibility The range of movements you have around a joint.

Co-ordination The ability to use 1,2 or more parts of your body at 
the same time.

Power This combines strength and speed so muscles 
contract very quickly.



Acceleration 
through 
depth...

Science:
➔ Content; Using the topics you have studied so far 

in science, can you make any links? What 
understanding from other topics do you need to 
have for the topic you are studying now? Can you 
do this across biology, chemistry and physics?

➔ Context; Looking at what you have been covering 
during the topic you have been covering, can you 
put the science into a real life context? When would 
what you understand be important to someone's 
life? Can you link it to any careers and jobs?

➔ Practical skills;Look at a set of data you have 
collected in a recent practical. Describe and 
explain the trend in your data in as much detail as 
you can. How could you make your data more 
repeatable and reproducible? Can you find any 
errors, systematic or random? How could you 
reduce the error? Is your data accurate and valid? 
How could you make the data more accurate and 
improve the validity.

MFL:
Research how to form the present tense in 
French either by using the link 
https://youtu.be/p1RfmaoYZFI  or asking 
your teacher for a grammar sheet.

➔ Create a help sheet for other 
students to explain the rules with 
step by step instructions.

➔ Design a worksheet with an answer 
sheet which can be used in other 
French classes.

PE:
➔ What components of 

fitness apply to your 
sport and what 
fitness tests would 
you do to test them?

➔ The answer is  Geography. 
What are 5 possible questions?

➔ How do you think Geography in 
school will change over the next 
10 years with the development 
of new technology?

➔ List words associated with 
geography (A-Z) 

Geography 

Maths:

➔ Research the writer’s context and explain 
the links between this and the writer’s 
purpose.

➔ Can you make links between this text and 
another text you have studied?

➔ Can you change any words in your writing 
today using your knowledge organiser?

➔ Turn the text, or its key ideas, into another 
form (poem, article, letter, speech, short 
story, etc)

English

➔ Please go to the NRICH postcards 
and select a problem to solve.

https://youtu.be/p1RfmaoYZFI


ICT: drama:

ME:
➔ Include two quotations from scripture in your 

answer.
➔ Create 5 questions that your teacher might 

ask you about what you have learnt about 
today.

➔ Transform today’s learning outcomes into 
questions.

➔ Select 5 key terms that you have used in 
your work today.

➔ Create a sentence using all of these terms.
➔ Based on what you have learnt today, what 

do you think that you should study next 
lesson and why?

➔ Produce a summary of what you have learnt 
today. When done, reduce it to either a 
single sentence of three bullet points

History: 

➔ Demonstrate and improve your 
depth of knowledge and 
understanding by reading through 
your written work and swapping 
normal words for more technical ' 
musical' words and Italian terms.

➔ In ' listening library' tasks - extra 
to the written criteria requested - 
try and direct your listening to as 
many of the other different 
elements of music as well, and 
include  comments and 
information about them also. 
Again use Italian terms where 
possible.

Music:

➔ Strengthen your evidence; read 
through your work, can you 
swap any words for key terms. 

➔ What parallels are there 
between this topic and what you 
have previously studied? 

➔ Outline an idea of how could 
you teach this topic in a different 
way to either younger, peers or 
older students?

➔ Identify how this topic links to 
any British Values: 

Democracy. 
Individual liberty 
Mutual respect 

Tolerance of those of different faiths & 
beliefs. 

➔ Discuss and Write the Changes that you would 
have made to your performance piece, if you could 
create and perform this again. (Write about the 
Drama Skills and Techniques used in performance)  

➔ Discuss and Write the audience response and 
effect to your performance piece. How did they 
feel? What feedback did they give? Did your story, 
characters, intention for your piece come through 
to them?

➔  After performing your piece and if you could chose 
a different Performance Space, what would it be? 
Describe the performance space, what viewpoints 
would your audience have? How would a 
relationship between the actor and audience be 
created? 

Art/Design
➔ Explore the work of an artist or designer 

linked to the Art or Design movement on 
your KO page by producing a mini artist 
study. (Visit the Tate website)

➔ Investigate 3 different art, modelling or 
textile techniques. How could you apply 
these to an end piece? 

➔ Create your own project for a class to 
study using the current theme of your 
work.

➔ Visit the Tate website and complete one 
of the activities they’ve created.

➔ Learning programming is about 
trial and error, experimenting 
and trying different projects of 
your own. Try a project of your 
own or use one of the websites 
below to give you some 
inspiration. Attempt to put into 
practice the techniques learnt in 
your Computer Science lesson 
and extend what you can do by 
using online resources, there 
are loads available if you carry 
out a quick Google search.

MicroPy https://bit.ly/2ychHCi

https://bit.ly/2ychHCi


All other digits become a zero as 
they are not significant!

Rounding 
Numbers

Prime
 Numbers

Venn Diagrams

()
² √
➗

X
+
-

Ordering Fractions
Example 1:
Find a common denominator
(Try multiplying  each fraction by the 
denominator of the other): 
Example 2:
Convert all fractions 
into decimals
Divide numerator by denominator

X 5

X 5X 7

X 7

14    20
35    35

2÷5 = 0.4  
5÷7=0.57

Nice
Dog

Y8 Maths
Block 1-Number Sense

= 2³ x 5 in index form

Prime Factorisation

Write the factors from 
smallest to largest

Write the number

Write any pair of 
factors

Continue until all the 
factors are prime

The rule gives the sign of the operation 
when 2 signs are next to each other

Addition and Subtraction Integer Rules

Multiplying and Dividing Integers Rules

6+ -3
6-3 = 3
-10-+2
-10-2=-12
5--4
5+4=9



Unitary Method

Y8 Maths 
Block 2 - Ratio & Proportion

Symbol 
for
Direct 
Proportio
n

y ∝ x
y = kx

Proportion is 
when two ratios 
are equivalent.
1-out-of-3 is equal to 2-out-of-6

1:3     =     2:6 
The ratios can be simplified to be the 
same, so they are in proportion.

ProportionSimplifying a Ratio

÷3 ÷3

Ratio

Sharing in a Given Ratio

Step 1: Find total parts
For the ratio 2:3, the total parts are 2+3 = 5

Step 2: Find what one part is 
worth

Divide 40 in the Ratio 2:3

Step 3: 
Multiply each part of ratio by what one part is 
worth

2 x 8 = 16 3 x 8 = 24
Answer = 16: 24

(A
) -

 P
ric

e 
in

 p
en

ce

A graph in direct 
proportion will 
always be a 
diagonal line 
passing through 
(0,0)

Direct Proportion Graph

Two quantities are in direct proportion 
when they increase or decrease by the 
same ratio. 
For example if you double number of 
pencils you double the cost.
If you halve the number of pencils you 
halve the cost
12 pencils = 60p  
24 pencils = £1.20 
6 pencils = 30p    

Direct Proportion

Price of apples = cost per apple x no.of apples

k = constant - this number will not change 
x and y = variables -these numbers will change

Direct Proportion Formula

Inverse Proportion

When one part increases the other part 
decreases by the same rate

e.g. 
the faster a car travels, the less time it 
takes to reach its destination
To travel 120 miles:
60mph =>  2 hours 
30mph =>  4 hours 

e.g.
y =speed
k= distance
x = time

Inverse Proportion 
Formula & Graph

Ratio 1:n
Write the ratio 4:10
in the form 1:n
Divide each number in the ratio by 4 
This then makes the first number 1 the other 
number may be a deicimal
4÷4 = 1  10÷4 = 2.5
1 : 2.5



If no unit of measure 
is given, then you can 
choose the scale
1:200
But make it clear!!

Y8 Maths Block 2 
Ratio & Proportion - Scale

A scale drawing is used to represent an 
object that is too large or too small to be 
actually drawn on paper.

The object is either enlarged or 
reduced in size by a certain amount.

The scale factor is how much the object 
has been enlarged or reduced by.

The first number is how long in the 
drawing and the second is the real 
length - separated by :

Definition Scale Drawing

Scale
1cm:10cm

15cm high x10 150cm high
20cm long x10 200cm long

Word/Stated Scale
1 cm = 250km
Ratio Scale
1:25 000 000    1/25 000 000
Linear Scale

Different Types of Scale 
on Maps

Congruent Shapes
Identical shape size & angles
Similar Shapes
Same shape but sizeof sides 
increased/decreased by same 
scale factor
ANGLES REMAIN same

Congruent Triangles. When two 
triangles are congruent they will have 
exactly the same three sides and exactly 
the same three angles but may be turned 
or flipped.

Converting Units

⃞   =right-angle
I  =same length
II = same length

Scale Factor of 3 
All sides 3 x bigger
Scale Factor of ⅓ 
All sides 3 x smaller


