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Knowledge Organisers at Redmoor Academy
Why do we have knowledge organisers?
Your knowledge organisers help you to be successful in many ways. Firstly, they make clear the key elements needed in 
a topic to have an excellent understanding of it. If you know these elements, your teacher will help you to understand 
them. 

What are my teachers’ expectations of me?
In year 7 and 8 your teachers will give you homework that  means you will be spending 20 minutes a week learning 
information from your knowledge organiser for each subject. In year 9 this will 30-40 minutes. Teachers will test you once 
a week to make sure that you are completing the homework and remembering your knowledge. Your knowledge 
organiser exercise book is where you will complete your practising. Each time you revise and practise, you should put the 
subject as the title and the date. Rule off when you have completed your revising for that subject. Teachers and form 
tutors will be regularly checking that you are revising. 

How will my teachers use them?
Each subject will set homework once a week that will help you to learn your knowledge organiser. They will also test you 
once a week on certain parts to see how well you have remembered it. Research tells us that this practising is a really 
good way of helping you make sure that the knowledge stays in your memory. Over time you will build on this knowledge 
to make sure that you know everything you need to for your subject. Sometimes you may have high stakes quizzes, 
where teachers will set a certain score that you have to reach to be successful.

How will they help me revise?
When it comes to GCSEs, you have lots of information to remember. Your knowledge organisers will gradually build up 
this knowledge over 5 years to help support you in year 11 so that when you revise, you are just recalling knowledge that 
you have already stored. Also, you will have practised lots of revision techniques whilst revising your knowledge 
organisers over the past 5 years, which will help prepare you for the final exams. 



Top tips for learning and revising the information in your 
knowledge organiser 

Check the website for more subject specific revision information
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Contents Page and Equipment
Essential: Black or blue pen, Pencils, Ruler (30cm), 
Protractor, Compass, Rubber, Pencil, Sharpener, Purple 
Pen, Scientific Calculator Coloured Crayons, Student 
Organiser, Knowledge Organiser and Locker Key
Additional: Coloured pens, Highlighters, Cue Cards 
or Post-it Notes



Bruno
naïve, innocent, friendly
An innocent 9 year-old boy 
growing up in Berlin.  
He loves adventures, which 
leads him to discover the 
horrors of Out-With.

Gretel
‘Hopeless Case’
Bruno’s 12 year-old sister.  
She is obsessed with dolls and 
patronising towards Bruno.  
She thinks she knows 
everything, but is just as naïve 
as Bruno.

Shmuel
small, malnourished
A 9 year-old Auschwitz 
prisoner.  He knows a lot 
about the realities of war and 
contrasts Bruno’s naivety. 

Lieutenant Kotler
handsome, mean
A young, well-dressed soldier 
who works for Bruno’s father.  
He is cruel and violent 
towards the camp prisoners, 
and calls Bruno ‘Little man’.

Symbols
Innocence and Ignorance: the story is told from the 
viewpoint of Bruno, who is young and naïve.  As a 
result, he is unaware of the true extent of the events 
taking place around him.  He is oblivious to a number 
of important factors in the war, for example ‘The Fury’ 
(his mispronunciation of Fuhrer) and ‘Out-With’ 
(Auschwitz).  The reader is forced to infer a number 
of the more horrific images from the story.  

Complicity: although a few of the characters are 
explicitly mentioned as supporters of the Nazi party, 
most of them end up complying with the regimes, 
goals and ideals – primarily through a sense of duty, 
fear or apathy.  Through these characters, Boyne 
demonstrates how ordinary, otherwise kind, people 
became compliant with the horrors of the Holocaust. 

Key Context
Boyne was born in Ireland and studied English Literature and 
Creative Writing at university.  He published The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas in 2006.

Adolf Hitler was the leader of Nazi Germany between 
1934-1945.  He was a dictator and known in Germany as 
‘Der Fuhrer’.  His aggressive actions towards Jews and 
Untermenschen (undesirables) led to the deaths of millions of 
people across Europe.

The Holocaust is the genocide committed in World War 2.  
Approximately 6 million Jews were systematically murdered 
in Extermination Camps, such as Auschwitz in Poland.  
These camps were designed for the mass-murder of Jews 
during Hitler’s ‘Final Solution’.

Plot Summary Key Quotations
1-4 Bruno comes home one day to be told by his mother 

that they are moving house. He is extremely 
disgruntled by this, but she explains that it is a 
necessity to move far away due to his Father’s job in 
the army. Bruno hates the new house, which has 
none of the features of the old house, which he 
loves.  Bruno and Gretel learn that the new place is 
called ‘Out-With.’ From a window, they can see all of 
the people in the camp wearing striped pyjamas.

- “‘We don’t have the luxury of 
thinking,’ said Mother.  
‘…Some people make all the 
decisions for us.’”

- “‘That’s the name of the 
house,’ said Gretel.  
‘Out-With.’”

5-8 Bruno decides to speak to his father about his 
displeasure. He recalls how The Fury once came to 
dinner. He also remembers seeing a train crammed 
with people heading to Out-With. After a few weeks 
at Out-With, Bruno decides to construct a swing. He 
asks Kotler for help – Kotler barks at an old man 
who now waits on the family (Pavel) to get him a 
tyre. Bruno soon falls off and scrapes his knee. 
Pavel helps him, and reveals that he was a doctor 
before he came to Out-With. Bruno’s mother 
returns, and looks uncomfortable. She says to Pavel 
that she will claim to have bandaged Bruno up.

- “‘Ah, those people … well, 
they’re not people at all’”

- “Heil Hitler”
- “There was an atmosphere 

around him [Kotler] that made 
Bruno feel very cold and want 
to put a jumper on”

- “He doesn’t understand you. 
He’s only nine”

- “[Kotler] was just plain nasty”

9-11 Father decides that Bruno and Gretel should 
resume their studies, and calls on a man named 
Harr Liszt to act as their private tutor. One day, 
Bruno goes out exploring beyond the garden. He 
meets Shmuel sitting at the other side of the fence. 
The boy is wearing the striped pyjamas. The two 
begin to talk more about each other’s’ lives, and 
strike up a friendship. The Fury comes over for 
dinner and is very rude and forceful around the 
family. 

- “Bruno was sure that he had 
never seen a skinnier or 
sadder boy in his life”

- “Poland … That’s not as good 
as Germany, is it?”

- “We’re superior”
- “What a horrible man” said 

Bruno of the Fury

12-15 Shmuel tells Bruno more about how he came to live 
in the camp.  At dinner that evening, Father realises 
that Kotler’s father deserted Germany at the start of 
the war. Kotler beats Pavel after he spills wine. 
Bruno is shocked to find Shmuel in the house 
cleaning glasses one day. He gives Shmuel food, 
but Kotler catches him eating it. Bruno then lies by 
stating that he did not give Shmuel the food.

- “What happened then was … 
unexpected and extremely 
unpleasant. Lieutenant Kotler 
grew very angry with Pavel and 
no one … stepped in to stop him 
doing what he did, even though 
none of them could watch.  Even 
though it made Bruno cry and 
Gretel grow pale”

16-17 Bruno’s grandmother dies. Kotler is relocated. Bruno 
and Shmuel meet again and Bruno apologises. 
Bruno contracts lice and has to have his head 
shaven. Bruno’s father and mother argue more, until 
it is agreed that the family (except Father) should be 
moved back home.

- “‘When I think about it, 
perhaps she is right.  
Perhaps this is not a place for 
children.’”

18-20 Shmuel reveals that he has lost his father.  Bruno 
dresses in striped pyjamas and goes under the 
fence to help.  They are marched into a room and 
everything goes black.  

- “Of course all this happened a 
long time ago and nothing like 
that could ever happen again.  
Not in this day and age.”

Father 
proud, devoted
Bruno and Gretel’s 
father is a 
high-ranking member 
of Hitler’s regime.  He 
is Commandant of 
Out-With and tries to 
protect his family from 
what happens there. 

The Fury
powerful, authoritative
The Fury is the 
Chancellor of Germany 
and Father’s boss.  He is 
a strict leader and firmly 
in control wherever he 
goes.  He is married to 
Eva.

Literary Devices
Simile: It was as if he was the conductor of a barbershop 
quartet (chapter 5)

Imagery: colourful shop fronts; leeks and vegetables spilling 
out of the stalls (chapter 2)

Varied adjectives: Herr Liszt made a hissing sound … he 
said in a sinister voice (chapter 9)

Limited third person narration: the style of narration is 
third person, from Bruno’s perspective.  This reflects the 
innocence of Bruno’s mind when compared to the sheet 
horror of the Holocaust.

Year 7 English: The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 



Sophisticated Analytical Sentence 
Structures

1. Reader positioning
e.g. The reader is positioned against / in favour / to think… 

2. Analysing the alternative interpretation
e.g. This image could also be interpreted as representing… 

3. Analysing the combined effect of several techniques
e.g. The writer uses _____ coupled with ___ to reflect… 

4. Tracing how key ideas are developed through a text
e.g. This idea / further sense of ____ is further developed by… 

5. Peeling away the layers of characterisation
e.g. On the exterior _______, yet on the interior we can infer _____

6. Deepening analysis
e.g. At first glance _____, however, on closer inspection  _______. 

You should try to use two verbs, like these, in your analysis:
e.g. … suggesting ________
            and implying __________.   

Words to Avoid and Sophisticated 
Alternatives

‘This shows’ – use ‘which suggests / implies / indicates / illuminates / 
elucidates’ etc. Or ‘suggesting’, ‘implying’

‘Quote’ / ‘quotation’ – use adjective, noun, adverb, verb, image, phrase, 
use of imagery etc.

‘I think’ – avoid using the first person in essays. Use ‘It could be argued 
that… / The reader might infer that…’

‘You get the impression’ – the reader / audience is positioned to feel

‘This puts a picture in your head’ – use ‘this creates an image of xxx which 
is effective because xxx’

Building and Contrasting Connectives
Use building and contrasting connectives to make connections between 
paragraphs and to improve the fluency of your writing. 

Building connectives: ‘In addition’, ‘Moreover’, ‘Furthermore’, ‘Similarly’
Contrasting connectives: ‘In contrast’, ‘However’, ‘Conversely’ 

Authorial Adverbs
John Boyne ____ skilfully, subtly, provocatively, disturbingly, pivotally, 
effectively, strikingly, challengingly, crucially, significantly, clearly… 

Structuring your work using 
WHAT, HOW and WHY

Effective essay paragraphs are structured so that they 
answer three key questions:

W
WHAT: What is the writer presenting / portraying / depicting? 
This is sometimes called a ‘topic sentence’ because it should 
establish the topic of the paragraph using the question’s key 
words. 

E.g. Exam Question: How does Boyne present Shmuel?

When we are first introduced to Shmuel, Boyne presents him as a 
small, scared, malnourished boy.  Unlike Bruno, he has a clear 
knowledge of what is happening in the camps, although he still does 
not understand it. 

H
HOW: How are these ideas demonstrated and developed?
Step 1: Introduce and embed a quotation so that you provide 
evidence for the point you have made in your first sentence. Try to 
use subject terminology where possible. 
Step 2: Explain what the line means on a literal level and what is 
suggests in relation to the question. 
Step 3: Zoom in on the most important words in the quotation and 
analyse their connotations (the deeper ideas, feelings and 
associations which they produce). 

Shmuel is first introduced as a ‘dot that became a  speck … that 
became a boy’. Boyne uses these repeated references to size to 
emphasise just how small and malnourished Shmuel is, especially 
when compared to Bruno who ‘is starting to feel hungry’ despite 
having had lunch before leaving the house.  Boyne uses Shmuel to 
contrast Bruno and highlight his naivety and ignorance of the war.  
Shmuel isn’t immediately identified as a boy, but as an insignificant 
speck in the distance, which could represent Bruno’s understanding; 
as Shmuel becomes revealed, so does the truth of Out-With and its 
horrors. 

Y
WHY: Why is this portrayal important? Why might it create 
shock / suspense / humour / sympathy for a reader? Why is 
Boyne presenting him this way? Why does it relate to context 
and what are the messages?

Boyne describes Shmuel in a sympathetic way to encourage the 
reader to feel disgust at a small boy being sentenced to live his life in 
a concentration camp. The reader develops a strong desire for 
Shmuel to survive the camp, which only deepens the feelings of 
anger and horror in the final chapters. 

Subject Terminology
Foreshadowing: to give an indication of 
what’s to come.

Flashback: referring back to or remembering 
an earlier event.

Unreliable narrator: a narrator whose view 
cannot always be trusted.

Semantic field: a group of words belonging 
to a common theme or motif.

Connotation: an idea or feeling which a 
word invokes or suggests. 

Naïve: a character who is innocent and 
doesn’t know or understand what is going on 
around them.

Key Vocabulary
Prejudice: a negative opinion about 
someone which is not based on fact or 
reason 

Anti-Semitism: hostility or prejudice 
towards Jews

Discrimination: the unfair treatment of 
people based purely on religion, race, age 
or gender

Propaganda: information used to promote 
a political cause.  It may be misleading 

Holocaust: destruction or slaughter on a 
mass scale

Final Solution: Hitler’s final plan to 
exterminate the Jewish population by 
killing them in extermination camps

Auschwitz: the biggest concentration 
camp in Poland, where millions of Jews 
were sent to work and die

Extermination Camp: concentration 
camps which committed the 
mass-murders of Jews.  Not all camps 
killed Jews

Commandant: leader of the concentration 
camp



Year 7 English: world poetry
‘Half Caste’ by John Agard

Context: 
-John Agard moved to England 
from Guyana in 1979.
-Agard’s mother was white and 
his father was black..
-Half Caste means ‘mixed race’ 
but the term is now considered 
to be insulting.
-Agard wanted to write a poem 
that was memorable and 
persuasive.

Meaning:
-This poem criticises the use 
of the term “half-caste.”
-The tone of this poem is 
humorous, as this is an 
effective way to achieve 
understanding. -There are 
mocking, sarcastic 
undertones. The poem works 
best when spoken aloud in 
performance.

Language: 
-Repetition: Agard repeats 
several phrases to strengthen 
his point that prejudice is 
absurd.
-Comparison: Agard uses 
contrasts and comparisons to 
show us how silly prejudice 
can be
-Caribbean Dialect: Agard 
uses dialect words such as ‘yu’ 
instead of ‘you’ which connects 
him to his Carribean roots.

Structure and Form: 
- The poem comprises four 
stanzas, 
- There is no regular rhyme 
scheme and line lengths are 
varied.

Key Quotations: 
-’Explain yuself / wha yu mean’
-’An when I sleep at night / I 
close half-a-eye

‘Island Man’ by Grace Nichols
Context: 
-After the second world war, lots 
of Caribbean people came to the 
UK to find work.
-They had mixed experiences, 
some positive and some 
negative.Some people faced 
racism and prejudice.
-Island Man is based on the 
writer’s own experiences.

Meaning:
-Island man sees vivid images 
in his dreams and suffers 
home-sickness. Nichols 
describes his emotions on 
waking to the sound of traffic 
on the North Circular Road — 
an intimidating duel 
carriageway —. London for him 
is friendless, grey and cold.

Language: 
-Metaphor: The island is a 
metaphor; not only where he has 
come from, but the loneliness and 
isolation he now feels.
-Adjectives: Nichols uses quite 
boring, mundane adjectives to 
describe London, e.g ‘Grey’, and 
‘dull’, compared to more lively 
adjectives connected with the 
island, e.g ‘blue’ and ‘wild’ 
suggesting a difference in how 
she feels about them.

Structure and Form: 
-Enjambment is used to make 
the poem flow like a dream.
-The poem doesn’t end with a 
full stop, as life might seem to 
go on and on without stopping.

Key Quotations:
-‘Morning / and the island man 
wakes up / to the sound of blue 
surf / in his head’
-‘Another London Day’

‘Nothing’s Changed’ by Tatamkhulu Afrika
Context: 
-Cape Town’s district six was 
once a thriving, mixed race 
community where all colours 
lived together peacefully. In the 
1960s the government declared 
it ‘Whites only’ and over a 
period of years the community 
was destroyed.
-The poem was written just after 
the end of apartheid. To some 
this was a time of hope.

Meaning:
-The poem is about Afrika’s 
disappointment that in his opinion 
‘nothing’s changed’ for the better, 
following apartheid. The 
community he used to love has 
been ruined and neglected. 
Division between Whites and 
Blacks still sadly exists.

Language:
-Onomatopoeia: There are 
words that create sounds, 
conveying the hard, irritating 
noises of the stones under his 
feet.
Imagery: The writer uses 
monosyllabic, basic words to 
show the sad untidiness of the 
community: ‘weeds’ ‘cans’ 
‘seeds’ etc.
-Repetition: In the second 
stanza the poet uses repetition 
and longer lines to show how 
his anger is growing stronger.

Structure and Form:
-There are seven stanzas, and 
Afrika’s anger builds and builds 
as the poem goes on.

Key Quotations:
-’No sign says it is: / but we 
know where we belong.’
-’and the hot, white, inwards 
turning /anger of my eyes.’

‘Presents from my Aunts in Pakistan’ by Moniza Alvi

Context:
-Moniza Alvi moved to England from Pakistan when she was a 
child.
-This was one of the first poems she wrote and was directly 
about her own experiences.

Meaning: 
-Presents from My Aunts in Pakistan, gives voice to a young 
person who has been living away from her homeland. She 
receives gifts from her Aunts that make her long for her home. 
-The speaker reveals that she moved to England because 
Pakistan became a dangerous place for her, though she 
cherishes her memories.

Language:
Colours: Ali uses exotic colours when describing the 
presents.
Adjectives: The adjectives Ali uses are quite lavish. She also 
uses sibilance, metaphors, alliteration and other memorable 
techniques to suggests a beauty she almost feels unworthy of. 

Structure and form:
-The poem’s structure is irregular without 
rhyme, suggesting unpredictability.
-some of the lines are indented, creating a 
disjointed appearance. This could 
represent the culture clash being 
described. It could also represent the 
feeling of not belonging to one place.

Key Quotations:
-’I could never be as lovely / as those 
clothes.’
-I pictured my birthplace / from fifties 
photographs.’
- ‘And I was there / of no fixed nationality.’

‘The Times They Are a Changin’’ by Bob Dylan

Context:
-Bob Dylan was a Jewish singer/songwriter from New York.
-’The Times They Are a Changin’ was written in 1963. Dylan wanted to 
write a protest anthem for the civil rights movement.
-It was recorded less than a month before President Kennedy was 
assassinated. 
-Dylan is one of the most successful musicians of all time and has been 
covered by everyone from Miley Cyrus and Adele to Coldplay.

Meaning:
-The lyrics reflect Dylan’s views on social injustice and the government’s 
unhelpful attitude towards change.
- Dylan argues that the younger generation, with inclusive and progressive 
values,  will soon replace the older generation. He addresses senators, 
congressmen (people who work in government) as well as mothers and 
fathers, telling them to get out of the way and accept change.

Language:
-Pro-nouns: Dylan uses second person personal pronouns such as ‘You’ 
to speak directly to the reader/listener.
Metaphor: Dylan uses the metaphor of a flood, advising the older 
generation that they will sink if they don’t start to swim.

Structure and form:
-This is a folk song played on acoustic 
guitar. Dylan was influenced by old 
Scottish ballads (poems that told 
stories).
-The verses are short and hypnotic, with 
the memorable refrain at the end of 
every one.

Key Quotations:
-’There’s a battle outside and it’s ragin’
-Your sons and your daughters / are 
beyond your command’.



Subject Terminology

Caesura: a break within a line of poetry 
where there is punctuation to create a 
pause.

Enjambment: spilling over a line of poetry 
onto the next by using no punctuation at 
the end.

Dialect:  A type of English that is spoken 
in a particular part of the country or world, 
or by a particular group of people. So the 
type of words you use will be different 
depending on where you are from. E.g in 
Coventry they say ‘batch’ to describe a roll 
of bread. In Leicester you might call it a 
‘bun’.

Metaphor: a figure of speech describing 
an object in a way which isn’t true but 
helps to make a comparison. 

Imagery: descriptive language which 
creates clear images.

Personification: giving human qualities to 
something not alive. 

Simile: a figure of speech comparing one 
thing to another using as or like. 

Rhyme scheme: the pattern of rhyme 
within a poem. 

Onomatopoeia: When the word sounds 
like the noise it describes e.g ‘sizzle’.

Repetition: When you say something 
again that has already been said.

Tone: this is the poem’s feelings or 
emotions.

Pronouns:  refers either to the 
participants (e.g. I, you ) or to someone or 
something mentioned (e.g. she, it, this ).

Topic Vocabulary
Culture: People’s way of life, meaning ‘how we do things’. This 
changes from place to place. Many things make up our culture e.g 
food, art, fashion and religion.

Segregation: This is when you separate people because of their 
race. Minorities in segregated societies have less access to 
facilities, services and opportunities. 

Apartheid: In South Africa, Black and White people had to live 
and work separately. This was called Apartheid, which means 
‘apart’.

Mixed Race/Multiracial: A mixed race person has parents from 
different ethnic/racial backgrounds. 

Senators and Congressmen: People  who works for 
Government in the USA.

Folk music: Songs that tell stories and are passed down from 
generation to generation. The songs are mainly played on 
acoustic instruments.

Pakistan: An Islamic country in Asia that borders India. Over a 
million British Pakistanis currently live in the UK.

The Caribbean: A region consisting of 30  islands in the 
Caribbean sea, some of which are English speaking. These 
include Jamaica, Barbados and Cuba.

Discrimination: the unfair treatment of people based purely on 
factors such as religion, race, age or gender

Structuring your work using 
WHAT, HOW and WHY

Effective essay paragraphs are structured so that they 
answer three key questions:

W
WHAT: What is the writer presenting / portraying / depicting? This 
is sometimes called a ‘topic sentence’ because it should establish 
the topic of the paragraph using the question’s key words. 
E.g. Exam Question: How Is discrimination presented in ‘Nothing’s 
Changed’

The writer portrays a country that has been divided and where people 
feel alienated and alone. The poem’s persona sees discrimination 
everywhere he goes, despite the illusion of change that has been 
presented by the new government, and it doesn’t feel right. 

H
HOW: How are these ideas demonstrated and developed?
Step 1: Introduce and embed a quotation so that you provide evidence 
for the point you have made in your first sentence. Try to use subject 
terminology where possible. 
Step 2: Explain what the line means on a literal level and what is 
suggests in relation to the question. 
Step 3: Zoom in on the most important words in the quotation and 
analyse their connotations (the deeper ideas, feelings and associations 
which they produce). 

He walks past a ‘whites only inn’ which the poet contrasts with a 
‘Working man’s cafe’, to show that Whites and Blacks have to eat in 
seperate places. The adjectives used to describe the ‘whites only inn’, 
and the food it serves, suggest luxury and exclusivity - ‘up market’, 
‘haute’, ‘crushed, ice white glass’. This contrasts with the dreary 
descriptions of the cafe where people eat on a ‘plastic table top’ and 
spit on the floor. These descriptions convey a lack of human dignity 
that nobody should have to put up with. The word ‘plastic’ has 
connotations of something that isn’t authentic or natural; perhaps this 
represents how people are made to feel in this cafe.

Y
WHY: Why is this portrayal important? Why might it create shock / 
suspense / sympathy for a reader? Why is the writer presenting it 
this way? Why does it relate to context and what are the 
messages?
The reader is forced to confront the reality of life in this South African 
society, where black people are treated so badly. The sad and angry 
descriptions of this environment makes us feel sympathy for the people 
affected by the aftermath of apartheid and conveys how wrong 
discrimination is.



Year 7 Maths - Number Sense
Block One

Multiply / Divide by Powers of 10

Whole



Roots:
√ 64 = 8 or -8
(8x8 = 64 -8x-8 = 64)

milli = thousandth 10mm = 1cm 100ml = 1 centilitre (cl)
centi = hundredth 100cm = 1m 1000ml = 1 litre (l)
deci = tenth 10cm = 0.1m 10dl = 0.1 litre (l)
kilo = x thousand 1000m = 1km 1000g = 1kilogram(kg)



Year 7 Block 2 - Angles Angles Types of Angles

A Polygon is a closed 
2D shape
made of straight lines

poly = many
gon = angle
Polygon = many angles

Quadrilaterals
Polygons

Triangles

The interior angles of a 
polygon are the sum of the 
angles inside the polygon  



Ammeter - a device for measuring electric current
Attract - to be pulled together e.g. different poles of a magnet
Battery - two or more electrical cells joined together
Cell - a chemical store of energy, which provides a push for charges 
around a circuit
Current - flow of electric charge, usually electrons, in amperes (A)
Electrical Conductors - a material that allows a current to flow 
through it easily and has low resistance
Electrical Insulators - a material that does not allow current to flow 
easily and has a high resistance
Electrons - tiny particle of an atom that carries a negative charge
Electrostatic Force - non-contact force between two charged objects
Ohms - the units of resistance, symbol Ω
Neutral - describes an object or particle that has no charge, or in 
which positive and negative charges cancel out, giving no overall 
charge
Parallel - if components are in separate loops in an electric circuit
Potential Difference - the amount of energy shifted from the battery 
to the moving charge, or from the charge to the components, in volts 
(V)
Rating - the value of potential difference at which a cell or a bulb 
operates
Repel - be pushed away from each other e.g. like poles of a magnet
Resistance - a property of a component, making it difficult for a 
charge to pass through, in ohms Ω
Series - if components are in the same loop in an electric circuit



Science - Keywords
Acceleration- How quickly speed increases or decreases.

Air resistance – A force that is caused by air with the force acting in the 
opposite direction to an object moving through the air

Average speed - The overall distance travelled divided by overall time for 
a journey.

Balanced (forces) - Forces acting on an object that are the same size but 
act in opposite directions.

Contact force- Force that acts by direct contact, e.g., friction.

Distance–time graph- A graph that shows how far an object moves each 
second.

Equilibrium - State of an object when all forces are balanced.

Force – A push or pull upon an object resulting from its interaction with 
another object

Friction – The resistance that one surface or object encounters when 
moving over another

Gravitational field strength - The force from gravity on 1 kg (N/kg).

Gravity – The force that attracts a body towards the centre of the earth, 
a force of attraction between two objects with mass.

Interaction pair- When two objects interact there is a force on each one 
that is the same size but in opposing directions.

Mass – The amount of stuff in an object (kg).

Newton- The unit for measuring force (N) measured with a Newtonmeter

Non-contact force- Force that acts without direct contact, e.g., 
magnetism.

Resultant force- Single force that can replace all the forces acting on an 
object and have the same effect.

Speed-distance covered in a certain time.

Unbalanced forces- Opposing forces on an object that are unequal.

Weight- The force of gravity due to the Earth (or other planet or moon) 
on an object (N).

 

 

 

 

 

Unbalanced 
Force

Balanced 
Force

The equations

Speed (m/s)= distance (m)
        time (s)

Resultant 
Force

Average speed (m/s) = total distance (m)
                                    total time (s)

Weight (N)= mass (Kg) x Gravitational field strength Kg/N
                                    

       Forces in real life

These examples show 
how forces can make 

objects change speed, 
direction and shape.

Measuring Force

We use a Newtonmeter to measure the force in Newtons



Introduction to French



Year 7 History: 
Norman Conquest & 
Castles

Key Events
5th January 1066 – Edward the 
Confessor dies, leaving no heir.
6th January 1066 - Harold Godwinson 
is crowned King of England.
20 September 1066 -  Harald 
Hardrada, a Viking invades England 
with more than 10,000 men in 200 
longships.
25 September 1066 - Harold 
Godwinson, defeats and kills Harald 
Hardrada at the Battle of Stamford 
Bridge.
27th September 1066 - William Duke 
of Normandy invades in the south of 
England. 
14 October 1066 – The Battle of 
Hastings.  Harold marches south to 
meet William where they battle at 
Hastings. William’s army is victorious. 
25th December 1066 - William is 
crowned King.
1068 – William begins the building of 
Motte and Bailey castles across 
England.
1070 - William begins to build 
Stone/Square Keep castles.
1086 – William I of England dies.
1200 - The first Concentric Castle was 
built by Henry III in England, Dover 
Castle. 

Key Terms & People
Edgar the Atheling: Blood relative of Edward the Confessor. His father 
was promised the throne.
Harold Godwinson: English, Earl of Wessex, a powerful leader of 
England. His sister was married to Edward the Confessor. 
William of Normandy: A Norman and Duke of Normandy in France, 
cousin of Edward the Confessor. An experienced leader and fighter. 
Harald Hardrada: A Viking, King of Norway. Most feared warrior in 
Europe, claims he was promised the throne. 
Heir: The next in line to the throne. 
Fyrd: Local farmers who fought in Godwinson’s army. 
Housecarls: Paid, experienced fighters used by William.
Motte and Bailey: A wooden castle built of top of a hill (motte) with a 
wooden fence around an area at the bottom (bailey). 
Stone/Square Keep: A castle with a  stone rectangular keep. 
Concentric Castle: A castle with two or more curtain walls.
Castle Defence: 
Keep: A tower built by wood or stone within the castle walls.
Moat: Ditches around the castle filled with water.
Round towers: A circular stone tower ranging in height.
Curtain Wall: A thick stone wall around the castle for protection, 
Machicolation: Stone boxes that stuck out from the castle walls that 
had holes in for the floor for dropping hot oil or stones on attackers. 
Arrow Slits: A thin hole in the castle wall to fire arrows through. 
Hoarding: A covered wooden ledge around the top of the castle walls. 
Methods of Attack: 
Fire arrows: Arrows on fire were used to attack castles. 
Battering Ram: A heavy object swung or rammed against a door/wall to 
break it down.
Belfry Tower: A covered ladder that provided shelter for attackers. 
Catapult: A device to shoot objects over or through castle walls. 
Siege: Surrounding the castle & cutting off vital supplies.
Mining: Digging under the castle walls, usually the corners. 
 

 

Historical Concepts

Assessment 
Objective 2:
Explaining 

Assessment 
Objective 3: 
Sources & 
Interpretations

Causation: why 
events 
happened.
Consequence: 
what happened 
as a result of an 
event
Change: what 
was different
Continuity: what 
stayed the same
Importance/
significance: 
explaining why 
something 
mattered
Analytical 
Narrative: 
explaining how a 
series of events 
were connected
Evaluate: to 
come to a 
reasoned 
judgement

Inference: 
making 
judgements from 
sources
Message: what a 
source says
Purpose: why a 
source was 
created
Nature: the type 
of source
Origin: who 
created a source
Reliability: 
trustworthy
Bias/biased: 
one-sided
Utility: what a 
source is useful 
for
Interpretation: a 
view or opinion 
on the past



Key Term Definition

Physical 
Geography

This focuses on the study of the natural features 
of the world such as rivers, coasts, mountains, 
ecosystems, the weather and climate.

Human 
Geography

This is the study of people and their communities, 
cultures, economies, and interactions with the 
environment

Environmental 
Geography

This focuses on the interaction of Physical and 
Human Geography and how we affect our 
surroundings.  E.g  Air pollution from driving cars. 
Habitat loss from deforestation.

Learn the Continents and Oceans (names and locations)

Key Term Definition

Scale Scale helps us show large, real life areas on a smaller map. Scale also helps us work out real 
life distances between 2 points on a map. Scale is usually shown as a ratio e.g 1:100 000. This 
would mean the map is 100 000 times smaller than the real world. In this case, 1cm on the 
map is equal to 1km in real life.

Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian

The prime meridian, which passes through the Royal Observatory at Greenwich in London. It 
was adopted internationally as the zero of longitude in 1884.

Longitude The angular distance of a place east or west of the Greenwich meridian, expressed in 
degrees.

Latitude The angular distance of a place north or south of the earth's equator, expressed in degrees.

Grid Reference A map reference indicating a location in terms of a series of vertical and horizontal grid lines 
identified by numbers or letters.

Relief Relief/Terrain refers to the height and shape of land. E.g. mountainous, hilly, flat, high, low 
etc

Contour lines Brown lines on a map joining points of equal height above or below sea level.

Spot Heights A number showing the height of land on a map at a specific point

Equator An imaginary line drawn around the widest part of the Earth (centre), an equal distance from 
the poles, dividing the earth into northern and southern hemispheres- this give a latitude of  
0°

Northern 
Hemisphere

The half of the world that is above the equator

Southern 
Hemisphere

The half of the world that is below the equator.

Introduction to Geography and Mapskills

Find 10 map symbols, for 
example: Parking

Learn the 16 compass directions

4 figure grid references are used to locate 
something on an Ordinance Survey map 
such as the one below. The 4 figure 
reference for the light blue grid is 62 33 
(bottom left coordinates of the shaded 
square).

6 figure grid references are more accurate 
and used to locate something on as 
Ordinance Survey map within a particular 
grid squad, for example below, the dark blue 
square has a 6 figure reference of 625 333.



Year 7 ICT & Computer Science
Basic Word Processing

Word 
Processing

Using keyboarding skills to produce 
documents such as letters, reports, manuals 
and newsletters.

Font
● Size
● Colour
● Typeface

The shape and style that of the text. In word 
processing you can edit the size, colour and 
style of the text. The style is known as the 
‘typeface’

Emphasis
● Bold
● Italic
● Underline

The strengthening of words in a text with a font 
in a different style from the rest of the text, to 
highlight them. Text can be bold, made 
slanted (called italics) or underlined

Bullets A small symbol used to introduce each item in 
a list, for emphasis.

Alignment The arrangement of text or graphics relative to 
a margin. 

- Flush left alignment means that text 
is lined up along the left margin.

- Flush right alignment lines up text 
along the right margin. 

- Centered alignment means that text 
is aligned around a midpoint.

- Justify means that all words in all 
lines are spaced-out such that the 
first word aligns with the left margin 
and last word with the right margin

Spelling and 
Grammar 
Check

Word processors automatically check your 
spelling and grammar. It underlines grammar 
errors with a green squiggly underline and 
spelling errors with a red squiggly underline

Word count A tool provided by a word processor that 
counts how many words a document contains

Cursor The blinking line that represents the current 
location in the document.

Enter/Case 
Return

The key used to begin a new line in a 
document

Save As To save a document for the first time or to 
save a version with a different name

Different Word Processing Software
Doing the same thing but a different brand

Microsoft Word Open Office Google Docs Apple Pages











Drama Keywords

Tableau (x) A Dramatic Picture. Frozen in time. (Needs to be with 2 or more 

people.

Narration To tell a story, information of what is happening to the audience

Mime Acting out a moment, action, feeling without WORDS.

Split-staging 2 scenes performed at the same time on stage. (BUT the 
TECHNIQUE of this needs to be used!!!)

Physical 

Theatre

Use of the body & Movement to show a story, feeling, situation 

& object.

Structure & 

Plot

The story (Plot) Scene by scenes & Order of scenes (Structure)

Projection To speak loudly in  for the audience to hear you words.

Expression Use of Facial Expression to SHOW how you feel.

Tone of Voice The emotion HEARD in your voice of this character.

Gesture Body or facial movements of a character during a play.

Body Language To show your emotion & TOWARDS others in your body.

Wash/Flood Covers the whole stage in light, allowing the audience to see 

everything.

Spotlight A ‘Spot’/Circle of Light in a small area- to focus on less actors.

Year 7 Drama: Intro To Drama & Unit 1: Shipwrecked
Knowledge Organiser (Term 1a- Sept-Oct)

Themes & Context:

● You will be exploring how to show your characters 
through different MOVEMENT, GESTURES & DIALOGUE 
(The words spoken.)

● You will be different characters on a ship: Captain, Crew, 
Passengers. Even the waves surrounding the ship!

● You will need to follow a script (words written & spoken 
for your character) to show & communicate the 
story/plot.

Use of Practitioners, Performance Spaces:

Performance Space: Proscenium Arch (An arch/frame is 
created & the audience have one view point.)

Practitioner: Stanislavski= He created a method of Acting 
where you make your character as REAL as possible.
“TO BE THE CHARACTER” not yourself. He wanted you to 
ask yourself questions ‘What if I was this character, how 
would I feel?’ ‘What would I do?’

Drama techniques, skills and lighting.



Introduction to Morals and Ethics - The Island





General keywords

Compose Write or create a piece of music

Perform Present /play to an audience

Listen Give attention to sound

Appraise Make a judgement about a piece of music

Melody 
/tune

A sequence of single notes that is musically 
satisfying as a tune.

Harmony The combination of simultaneously sounded 
musical notes to produce a pleasing effect

Note A key or tone in music

Notation A way of writing notes

Stave A set of five parallel lines on which a note is 
written to indicate its pitch.

Call and Response A solo musical phrase, often answered by an 
ensemble part

Round /Canon Same piece of music performed by different 
people at different times

Ostinato A continually repeated phrase or rhythm

Unison When everybody performs the same music at 
the same time

p - piano quiet

f - forte loud

mf moderately loud

mp moderately quiet

cresc. gradually getting 
louder

dim. gradually getting quieter

largo slow

andante at a walking pace

moderato moderate

presto very fast

Vocal Key Words

Introduction to Music



KEY TERMS
Court – The area netball is played on.
Goal Third – The 2 areas of the court 
including the shooting circle.
Centre Third – The area in the middle 
including the centre circle.
Umpire – The name of the person 
who officiates the match.
Other areas of the court: back line, 
side line, centre circle, shooting 
semi-circle.
Intercept / Interception – Gaining the 
ball by getting in between a pass from 
the opposing team.
Possession – Keeping the ball.

SKILLS IN ISOLATION
Passing – chest, shoulder, 
bounce.
Handling – Ball control.
Catching – 1 and 2 handed.
Footwork – landings, pivot.
Evasion – holding space, 
dodging.
Shooting – 1 or 2 handed.
Defending – stage 1 man to 
man, stage 2 defend the pass.

HOW TO WARM UP FOR 
NETBALL AND OTHER 

SPORTS

A good warm up must 
consist of 3 parts;
1 – Pulse raising activity 
e.g.  jogging
2 – Stretches (dynamic 
and static)
3 – Skills practice e.g. 
passing  

RULES AND REGULATIONS

Rules resulting in a FREE PASS (Involves 1 player):

FOOTWORK – A player must not move their landing foot 
before passing the ball.
OFFSIDE – A player must stay in their playing area. See 
diagram above.
HELD BALL - The ball can only be held for 3 seconds by a 
player.
REPLAYING – A player must not bounce the ball to 
themselves when playing.
Rules resulting in a PENALTY PASS (Involves 2 players):
CONTACT – A player must not touch another player whilst 
on court.
OBSTRUCTION – Any player must stand 1 meter away 
from the player with the ball.

POSITIONS – BLUE TEAM
How many players on 1 team?

 Where can they go?
 Defence:                       Attack:
GK – 1 & 2                       GS – 4 & 5
GD – 1, 2 & 3                          GA – 3, 4 & 5
WD – 2 & 3                                 WA – 3 & 4
                       C – 2, 3 & 4

Which areas can the RED team go into?

A ne l  t  la s  4 x 15 mi  qu r = 1 ho

Year 7 PE - Netball



KEY TERMS
Sequence; A sequence is a series of 
movements which flow together. 
When composing a sequence it must 
have a clear start and end. Think of 
this at the Capital letter to start a 
sentence and a full stop to end it.

 Any gymnastics routine should aim to 
be aesthetically pleasing and display 
the following;
- Extension
- Body tension
- Control
- Clarity of shape
- Resilience
- Flow

SKILLS IN ISOLATION

Key Shapes
Tuck
Straddle
Pike
Dish
Arch
Puck
Star
Straight

WHAT COMPONENTS OF FITNESS ARE NEEDED 
FOR FITNESS?

RULES AND REGULATIONS

A gymnast must create her own routines at an appropriate 
skill level for his/ her degree of difficulty. 

No jewellery, body piercing or adornments of any kind are 
permitted

A judge panel usually scores gymnastics competitions.

Gymnasts have two different scores, the D score 
(difficulty of the routine) and the E score (execution of the 
routine aka how neat and tidy it is!).

All gymnasts begin with a 10.0 execution score which then 
has points removed for faults such as bent legs, arms and 
falls.

PERFORMANCE
Apparatus
Pommel horse, rings, high bar, parallel 
bars, vault, balance beam, asymmetric 
bars.
Floor routine
Create a sequence combining and linking 
key shapes and skills.
Rhythmic routine
Ball, Clubs, Rope, Ribbon, Hoop

Year 7 PE - Gymnastics

Key Skills
Forward roll
Backwards roll
Cartwheel
Summersault
Headstand
Handstand
Round off
Walk over


