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Research questions:
• What are the challenges of promoting 

Social Moral Spiritual and cultural 
development in the teaching of RE with 
year 10 students?

• To consider how this impacts on the 
holistic development of a child and how 
this impacts progress in RE 

• How can children develop holistically and 
understand how to make moral decisions if 
they aren't given the opportunities to voice 
their views and opinions?
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Literature review: What does the current 
research say? (Professional Context)
• Education has 

become more 
centred on tests 
and attainment, 
there is less 
regard for the 
education of a 
child holistically 
(Yarker, 2016).

• How can there be time for 
discussions, debates and 
questioning in RE when 
teachers are faced with 
pressures of imposed exam 
targets?

• How can children develop 
holistically and understand 
how to make moral 
decisions if they aren't given 
the opportunities to voice 
their views and opinions?
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My Methodology: A Case Study

A case study approach aims to not only to focus on 

what is going on but explains the reasons behind why 

they occur (Denscombe, 2011).

My social science research facilitates the 

‘Postmodernist constructivist’ approach: a view of 

social reality as mutually constructed 

between people in the real world.
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Methods:
Implementation of two paradigms:

• Face-to-face, interview questionnaire with a 
representative who has specialist knowledge about 
the topic of research.

• Survey- questionnaire: Pupils who are a 
representative cross-section relevant to the 
research. 

• Non-participant observation. I will observe two RE 
lessons in Key Stage 4 with a Year 10 class, and carry 
out written observations.

• Effort Data Analysis. Electronic effort report data was 
collected and analysed for a Year 10 class
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Critical Evaluation of the Research Findings (implications)

• SMSC-various resources and 
workshops enable creativity in 
lessons 

• But this requires a lot of 
funding as the RE department 
is limited in how it spends on 
resources. 

• Yet the Education Act, 2002, 
suggests that pupils should 
follow a balanced and 
broadly based curriculum 
which promotes their 
spiritual, moral, and social 
development (DCSF, 2010).

• But there is less time for 
creativity, discussion and 
debates in RE, due to 
imposed targets and 
exam pressures (Barnes, 
2012)

• A literacy, science, maths 
focus.
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