
How does the use of  role-

play affect the learning of  

year five children in a 

predominantly EAL class?



Experimental hypothesis:

The use of  role play improves language 

acquisition and writing outcomes in 

predominantly EAL children.



Observations:

Grade Spring end of term

Below 10%

46.6%WTS 13.3%

WTS+ 23.3%

AT 36.7%

AB 16.7%

On track for end of Y5 expectations

On track 53.3%

Not on track 46.7%



Observations:

• Majority are EAL

• As many as 30 different languages being 

spoken in the school

• Limited experiences

• Lack of  reading

• Links are not being made



Specific learning outcomes 

for assessment:

• Children will be able to practise words 

and phrases in a relaxed atmosphere 

supported by peers and teachers 

• Children will learn and use new 

vocabulary, and apply this to their writing 

• Language and literacy attainment will 

improve







Background research:
Lockwood (2008), Promoting Reading for 

Pleasure in the Primary School

… classroom book corners are not always 

inviting places and it is often not obvious 

how they are meant to be used.



Background research:
Ladousse (2004), Role Play

… role-play is one of  a whole spectrum of  

communicative techniques which develops 

fluency in lnaguage students, which 

promotes interaction in the classroom, and 

which increases motivation.



Background research:
E. Wood (2004) Developing a Pedagogy of  Play

• Action-research study in a large urban 

promary school in Wales, with a focus on 

developing a whole-school approach to role-

play.

• The year groups decided on a theme for their 

role-play area, with links to learning outcomes 

in the curriculum.

• Observations were undertaken, followed by 

research conversations.



Background research:

OUTCOMES:

1. Adults can act as co-players to model 

skills with less confident children, 

especially in communication and 

language

2. In order to create more meaningful play, 

children should be involved in planning 

and developing role-play areas.



Background research:
I. Huang (2008) Role-play for EAL Children in 

the English Classroom

1. Decide on the teaching materials

2. Select situations and create dialogues 

3. Have students practise the role-plays

4. Have students modify the situations and 

dialogues

5. Evaluate and check students’ comprehension



Methodology:



Methodology:



Methodology:



Methodology:

• Observations of  children during role play 

activities

• Analysis of  children’s writing and 

assessment against Interim Assessment 

Framework


