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Observation- Reflecting on events

• Many of  my NQT targets have been set towards assessment strategies.

• Day to day assessment to inform my teacher assessment including:

• Grouping of  children, children’s strengths and needs, effectively planned 
questioning, elicitation tasks, challenging CTG tasks, peer and self  assessment. 

• So, what strategies should I choose?!  

• There has been a shift in our school towards a positive culture where all children 
should be able to achieve, regardless of  ability. 



Research Question- ‘How can I use Assessment for 

Learning to create a culture of  success in my 

classroom?’ 

Assessment FOR learning is 'formative', aiming to support and 

advance students in their learning.

Allowing children to take ownership of  their own learning, to 

recognise a whole class theme of  success regardless of  ability 

through various feedback strategies. (Mc Sweeney, K. 2012. 

Assessment For Learning: From Theory to Practice. St Angela’s 

College, Sligo.) 



Background Research- How has the issue been 

addressed before?

• lots of  research on individual strategies and resource 

ideas 

• Action Research project- Kathryn Mc Sweeney 

September 2012 designed her research project where she 

focussed on one main approach to her AfL and used a 

range of  strategies to support it. 



Plan of  Action…

1. Where am I going? - Provide a clear and understandable 

vision of  the learning target. 

2. Where am I now? - Offer regular descriptive feedback, 

teaching students to self-assess and set goals.

3. How can I close the gap? - Design lessons to focus on one 

aspect of  learning at a time. Engage students in self-reflection, 

and let them keep track of  and share their learning



Where am I going? 

Teacher: 

• The learning target/aim and learning outcomes

• Teaching methods

• The method of  assessment and the assessment criteria. 

Pupil:

• Tell children the types of  assessment that will be used. 

• How a task will be judged and what an average, satisfactory, good, very good 

and excellent performance look like.

• Assessment criteria

• “How will you know that you have learnt x?” 



Where am I now? 

Teacher: 

• Checking for understanding 

• Well-designed questions (Bloom’s Taxonomy, differentiated)

• Anticipate responses

• Analyse responses

• Create classroom dialogue to inculcate interactive feedback practice. 

Pupil:

• Traffic light strategy 

• Each learner has in their possession a set of  lights, red, amber and green and 

they are asked to close their eyes and show a light that best indicates their level 

of  understanding. 



How can I close the gap? 

Teacher: 

• Regular, descriptive, formative feedback 

• Clear, specific guidance on the next steps to be taken to make progress. 

• Relate to the learning outcomes so learners can see for themselves where they are in the 

learning journey. 

Pupil:

• A learning diary/personal record sheet or log book 

• Students can be encouraged to take responsibility for setting their own learning goals

• Helped to set a time frame for the achievement of  targets 

• Reflective and self-assessment skills are developed 

• Students can engage in dialogue with their peers in relation to learning 

• Peer-assessment activities







Plan of  Action…

• Implement learning log book for each child at the beginning of  a 

short topic

• Anticipate the methods of  assessment in order to be able to 

show the children the end goal 

• Implement traffic light system in first lesson. 

• Use teacher assessment, summative assessment and a 

questionnaire for pupils



End note…

• ‘…pupils were more confident and more willing and 
able to talk about learning. Teachers felt they were 
more tuned into pupils’ learning needs and that they 
were developing a more sophisticated understanding 
of  learning and teaching based on authentic 
evidence…’ 


