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OBSERVATION 

Before becoming an NQT, I was informed that I would have a visually 

impaired child within my classroom. One of my targets was based upon 

working with children with special needs, so I was delighted that I could 

really focus on this throughout the year.

I asked his 1:1 support about his medical condition and I did a lot of 

background research on this. However, after researching his condition, I 

felt very overwhelmed that I would be taking this on for my first year of 

teaching.



RESEARCH QUESTION –
How can I support my visually impaired student in the 

classroom?

Fortunately I have had a lot of support from Pupil A’s visual impairment team. They are 
very efficient and aware that I have not done this before. I went to a training session for 
teachers in the Autumn term. 

Nevertheless, the training was based upon children who can still see but their vision is 
in someway impaired. Pupil A is a tactile learner – which means he has very minimal 
vision and has to read and write with braille so he can learn.

My research to further this is to…

■ Find out strategies on how adapt my resources to meet his needs

■ How to verbalise my teaching to impact on his learning

■ How to make my class understand the severity of Pupil A condition and what they 
must do to keep him safe.



BACKGROUND

■ Pupil A has a 1:1 that has followed him up from reception (he is year 1 now).

■ The 1:1 can read braille and has been trained in using a braille machine.

■ He has outside support (VI team) twice a week (in the mornings) to help and train 

his 1:1 support. 

■ I have not been given the go ahead to train in braille, as Pupil A will be having a 

different teacher each year.

Although this sounds like he has a lot of support, I 

do have concerns…



CONCERNS

■ Pupil A is very attached to his 1:1. He finds it hard to communicate 

with other adults. This has become a recent issue when his 1:1 was 

away through illness and he would not communicate with other 

support given to him.

■ Pupil A is an able child – I believe his is given too much support.

■ Testing – gets good results however the tests have to be verbalised for 

him (where there are images), therefore this makes it easier for him 

than the other children.



BACKGROUND RESEARCH

25,000 children and young people in 

England and Wales have a sight 

impairment. 

Dutta (2018) states:

More than 60% are educated in 

mainstream schools where their 

requirements might not be so easy to 

address.



BACKGROUND RESEARCH

Masterson(2018) explains VI students face barriers to learning. We can 
break these down with the use of tactile resources , therefore we are 
promoting inclusion. They can take part in activities they’ve not been able 
to before.

Williamson (2018) continues to support this, it is really important to 
strengthen their learning; therefore, learning materials need to be 
interesting enough to engage them.

Shepherd (2001) professionals must be aware that although students 
are provided with equipment to support them, their style of teaching and 
support will impact them the most, therefore verbalising every movement 
or action in imperative. Finally Landau (2009) supports this by stating 
that language is a purposeful tool when teaching a child with a visual 
impairment. The way we speak and announce our actions can help a VI 
child to see what is happening, this makes them feel involved and secure 
in the classroom, giving them a healthy environment to learn.



RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

OBSERVATIONS –

1. Other teachers with VI 

children in their class.

2. VI team working with Pupil A.

INTERVIEWS –

1. Pupil A

2. VI team

3. Teachers at other schools.

QUESTIONAIRES –

1. Pupil A

2. VI Team

RESEARCH



RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

HOW AM I GOING TO GATHER DATA?

■ This action research will be qualitative as it is focussed on 
one child. I will gather observations, questionnaires and 
interviews to support this research.

■ I will go to other settings with VI children to observe how 
they present themselves in the classroom. 

■ Then I will try out this practice in my own classroom.

■ I will speak to Pupil A regularly (using a questionnaire) about 
his learning to see how this is impacting him.

■ I will speak to his VI frequently to improve my practice and 
gather more tactile resources.




