
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

19 March 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

In the immediate aftermath of yesterday’s announcement of school closures and cancellation 
of exams, you will understand that our primary concern was with the impact on Year 11 and 
Year 13 students.  Please do not think that this means Year 12 students are unimportant nor 
that we are unaware of the anxieties and uncertainties that this situation has created for them.   
 

Please be reassured that we will do all we can to minimise the impact on your daughters and to 
ensure that they are not disadvantaged in any way.  Clearly we will share more detailed 
information when we get it but the following points seem germane: 
 

• The most important point, perhaps, is that they will continue to work on their A Levels 
during this period; school is closed but learning still happens and that must be at the 
forefront of their minds 

• Teachers will be setting work through the Google Classrooms every day.  We hope that 
students will be able to maintain the usual structure and timing of the school day - and 
that will help them get into good routines if they do - but of course that may not always 
be possible.  Students should contact teachers if they have questions about the work 
that is set 

• This means that students will need to be able to access the Internet at home in order to 
complete work and make use of resources. We appreciate your support in enabling this 
access. Please let either of us know if this is not possible 

• We do not know yet what will happen with the Year 12 exams scheduled in the 
summer, but we will let you know when we do 

• We will update those who are in the middle of Photography and Dance practicals, and 
those doing EPQ as soon as we can 

• We do not know how this will impact the timing and setting of university predicted 
grades, which are normally announced before the summer holiday, but please know 
that we will do all we can to ensure that any predictions made will be the best possible 
reflection of students’ attainment, attitude and potential; we want them to have the 
best realistic chance of progressing onto the next stage of their education or career, so 
any predictions made will be done in that spirit.  We will share more information on that 
when we can 

• Our university predictions are always based on the work that students do over the 
course of Year 12, so it is important for students to remember that their work and 
learning will continue despite the enforced closure of the school. They should assume 
that work done during the closure will also help inform prediction discussions and 
decisions, but that will be done in full consideration of the unusual circumstances 

• Our hope is that we can reschedule the Oxford and Cambridge evening, but in the next 
couple of weeks we will be sharing information and resources to inform and support 
anyone who is interested in Oxbridge applications in Year 13 
 



• Clearly we do not know yet what will happen with the Future Success Activity Day or 
the visit to Nottingham University Open Day. We will continue to share next steps 
activities with students while school is closed, which will prepare and inform them  

• We, together with the Support Central team, will be available to support students if 

they need anything – guidance has been sent to students via email. There is also a list of 

support helplines/websites on the student homepage under student support and there 

is useful advice from MIND if this situation makes your daughter feel anxious or worried. 

This is clearly a challenging time and it has raised some big questions that need addressing; we 
may not be able to provide all the answers immediately, but we will share updates and 
information as soon as we are able.  Please ensure your daughter keeps checking emails and 
Google Classrooms, as they will be the main point of contact while school is closed. 
 
Arrangements for Year 12 tomorrow (Friday) remain the same as today: students are not 
expected to attend Registration and may come in for their first taught lesson of the day. They 
may then sign out for home study after their final taught lesson. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any concerns or questions. 
 

Kind regards 

 

Ian Ochiltree   Michelle Sutton 

Head of Sixth Form  Deputy Head of Sixth Form   
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