
 

The vacancy – Subject Team Leader of Biology  

 
This post offers the opportunity to teach Biology at GCSE and A Level & Science at key stage 3.  
The successful candidate will lead the Biology Team within a forward-thinking Science 
Department.  S/he will work closely with other teachers and an enthusiastic team of 
technicians, in the development and delivery of the curriculum.  The Science Team is 
extremely successful, attracting large numbers at A Level and achieving excellent results at all 
levels.  
 
The Science Curriculum Area comprises four subject teams:  Biology, Chemistry, Physics and 
Psychology, which work closely together under the direction of Subject Team Leaders, who 
report to the Science Curriculum Manager.  Each core Science subject team contributes to 
the KS3 Science programme, which has its own co-ordinator, as well as delivering GCSE and 
A Level courses.  Within our curriculum we also embrace whole school policies such as literacy 
and numeracy.  Currently there are five Biology teaching staff and five technicians in the 
Science Team. 
 
The Curriculum Area is committed to balanced science for all up to age 16.  
 
At KS3 all girls follow a combined Science course; each group is usually taught by one teacher.  
This is designed to follow on from their primary school experiences, developing scientific 
skills and knowledge on which they can build at KS4. 

 
At KS4 students follow AQA Science A; all students complete separate GCSEs in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics.  Science at KS4 is taught through the three separate disciplines, 
allowing girls to understand the difference between Biology, Chemistry and Physics, which is 
essential if they are to make an informed choice at A Level; it also allows teachers to deliver 
their own specialism.   
 
The success of Science as a subject at AHS is evident from the numbers opting to study 
Science post-16.  A Level numbers in all Science subjects are always healthy; there are 
currently 165 students studying A Level Biology, 87 in Year 12 and 78 in Year 13.  The Biology 
results at A Level are very good and many girls go on to study Biology or Biology-related 
courses at University.  The A Level Biology course is the OCR A specification. 
 
Throughout the school the Sciences are practically orientated.  We have 12 well-equipped 
laboratories, which have recently been refurbished, and our experimental work develops 
important skills and processes.  We have data-logging and timing equipment, which can be 
linked to our laptops or used remotely.  Fixed data projectors are situated in all laboratories 
and two have electronic whiteboards.  All teachers have their own laptop, provided by the 
school which can be used with these.  In all Sciences we are continually developing 
appropriate use of ICT and all laboratories are linked to the school’s wireless network.  We 
are in our third year of our 1:1 device scheme across the school, with Sixth Form students 
being expected to have a Chromebook or laptop with them for every lesson. This allows us to 
work digitally when we feel it appropriate for learning and as a school we are continually 
developing appropriate use of ICT. 
 
The successful candidate(s) will enjoy leading a cohesive and dedicated Biology Team. 
 



Person specification  

 
We are looking for the right person to fill this vacancy; you are looking for the right school 
to work in.  We hope that this information and the school prospectus give you a flavour of 
Aylesbury High School.  To help you in your application we have included below the sort of 
background we are looking for when reading the applications and at interview.  However, we 
are always willing to consider anyone with alternative qualifications or experience – and we 
don’t expect anyone to be perfect! 
 
Qualifications  Good honours degree in Biology or equivalent (Biochemistry is 

an acceptable alternative) 

 Qualified Teacher Status  
 

Experience  At least two years’ teaching experience 

 Experience of A Level teaching 

 Excellent classroom teacher 

 Contributor to curriculum developments 

 Familiar with monitoring and evaluation of teaching  

and learning 

 Commitment to co-curricular and cross- curricular activities 

Professional  Excellent subject knowledge 

 Familiar with current subject developments 

 Keen to be involved in curriculum development 

 Keen to develop own career 

 Sympathetic to the ethos of Aylesbury High School 

 Experienced ICT user 

 Evidence of systematic professional development  

 A team player 

 

Personal  Good relationships with students and adults  

 A keen interest in current developments in Biology 

 Able to motivate  

 Works well under pressure 

 Good personal organisation and time management 

 Good communicator 

 In good health  

 Good attendance and punctuality record 

 Wide outside interests 

 
  



Applications 

 
The documents relating to this post are all available at  
 
http://www.ahs.bucks.sch.uk/about-the-school/staff-vacancies/.   
 
To apply for this post, please provide: 

 A completed application form 
 

 A letter of application which outlines how your experiences to date have equipped 
you for the post of Subject Team Leader of Biology at Aylesbury High School.  It would 
be helpful if you could limit yourself to no more than two sides of A4, with a font size 
of no smaller than 11 point. 

 
Applications can be: 

 e-mailed to secretary@ahs.bucks.sch.uk  
or 

 posted to 
Mr Giles Scoble  
Headteacher 

Aylesbury High School 
Walton Road 

Aylesbury 
Bucks HP21 7SX  

 
If you apply electronically then you will be asked to countersign your application should you 
be invited to interview.  The school follows national and local guideline for Child Protection.  
Enhanced DBS clearance will be required.   
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