
 

 Art Course Content   

Key Stage 3  

Year 7  Year 8  Year 9  

  

Girls will explore two to three different 
topics:  

Induction – In the first half term girls will 
learn about what art is and develop 
different skills relating to the formal 
elements before completing a test to 
conclude the induction period.  

Collections & Still Life. Girls will develop 
their observational studies exploring a 
range of drawing skills and media. They 
look at a range of artists such as Michael 
Craig Martin to inform ideas before 
developing their own compositions for an 
outcome. They will look at different styles 
of shoes from different times and cultures 
and be inspired by the designs. They will 
produce a non-functional shoe which will 
show their Collections / Still Life designs.  

Colour & Flowers. Girls explore mixing 
and application of colour in different 
media, while also developing an 
awareness of composition and space. 
They use Natural Forms specifically 
plants and flowers as a starting point as 
well as looking at artists such as Georgia 
O’Keeffe, a photo realist artist Thomas 
Darnell to inspire ideas. They use digital 
art and appropriate art packages to 
manipulate images to create designs to 
develop into a painting. 

   

   

  

Girls will create work in three different 
projects:  

Illustration – Revolting Rhythms A 
cross curricular project developing 
English with Art. Girls will develop a style 
of drawing to illustrate a set story. They 
will work in small groups to discuss parts 
of the text and collate imagery and 
designs before developing digital 
artwork, media explorations and a final 
outcome which will form part of a book. 

3d Figure. Girls will develop their drawing 
skills from first hand using each other to 
draw inspiration from. They will look at a 
range of different artists with whom to 
respond to in their practical work. They 
will work in in groups to develop large 
scale figure drawings before developing 
their handling skills with 3d models 
created in wire.  

Self-portrait Painting. Girls will learn to 
look at the face developing accuracy in 
proportions and fine details. They will 
develop skills in different ways to draw 
using a variety of media. They will look at 
a range of artists but specifically 
contemporary self-portraiture, looking at 
the work of, Guy Denning, Florian 
Nicolle, Agnes Cecille, Mehkz, Minjae 
Lee, and Chrissy Angliker. Girls will 
respond to their artwork through their 
own self-portraiture before planning a 
final design for a painting.  

  

Girls will create work in three different 
projects:  

Fashion, Textile and Pattern design.  
Girls will explore different methods of 
pattern and print, taking inspiration from the 
environment around them  
specifically looking at insects, bugs, and 
birds. They will develop their drawing and 
colour work through a variety of media as 
well as use computer art to generate 
designs and patterns to be used in a final 
fashion piece.  They will draw inspiration 
from the artists Angie Lewin and Rosie 
James to develop a final textile wall hanging.  

Organic Forms. Girls will develop drawing 
through a range of mark making exercises. 
They will explore different media and 
textured backgrounds and use stitching as a 
drawing tool. Students will respond to the 
work of artists such as Anne Brooke and 
Heather Wharam to name a few combining 
techniques to create their own final piece.  

Clay Towers. An opportunity to further 
develop skills in clay construction and to 
explore Architecture, using buildings in their 
own environment and from around the world 
to influence their clay tower pieces. They 
will also combine the environment into their 
design looking at sustainable cities and 
architectural design. They will look at the 
work of Thomas Heatherwick, Gaudi, 
James Hobbs and Miguel Herranz to draw 
inspiration for their designs.   

Key Stage 4: GCSE  

Year 10  Year 11  

  

At GCSE, girls produce course work which forms 60% of 
their final grade and complete an externally set assignment 
forming 40% of the GCSE. Throughout this course girls will 
record observations, develop ideas, experiment and refine 
techniques and designs, producing carefully developed 
outcomes.  

In Year 10, girls produce a Natural and Human Forms project 
as part of their coursework unit. Here they develop drawing 
skills, experiment with media and techniques analyse and 
respond to the work of artists and crafts people before 
developing their own ideas leading to an outcome in their 
own choice of media. This can range from 2d to 3d.  

  

Girls produce coursework under the title, ‘Journeys,’ they will 
develop their own ideas leading to outcome and explore print, 
drawing, photography and painting as some of their media. They 
will need to show imaginative risk taking and thorough development 
of their work showing skill and refinement.  
Girls will be required to complete an Externally Set  
Assignment, developing ideas and designs on a theme set by the 
exam board, culminating in a 10-hour timed test.  

A Level  

Year 12  Year 13  

  

Girls taking AS Photography will choose from a selection of 
starting points based on a theme. They will learn the principles 
of a camera and learn how to develop film as well as use digital 
media. Girls will develop their work with tailor led lessons 
before commencing a more individual approach. This becomes 
a more independent project, exploring processes, techniques 
and artworks relevant to their chosen topic. All work will follow 
the assessment objectives.  An Externally Set Assignment will 
form the last 50% of the marks this year, on a theme set by the 
exam board.  

  

Girls taking A level Art and Design will choose from a selection of 
staring points from one specific theme. They will learn how to 
address the assessment objectives with some tailored made 
lessons before branching off and becoming more independent 
taking risks and developing skilful and imaginative work before 
presenting a final outcome. In the second Year of ALevel they will 
choose their own theme for the course work, exploring processes, 
techniques and artworks relevant to their chosen topic. There is a 
written element to this unit of work and sketchbook investigations 
should form part of this.  

An Externally Set Assignment will form the last 40% of the marks 
this year, on a theme set by the exam board.  

 

  


