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Former student Alex Ridout in 2016 BBC Young Musician Jazz Final 

Make a note in your diary to watch the Jazz Final on Saturday 12 March 2016 when Alex will be playing 

her trumpet alongside four other musicians – intriguingly she 

is competing in the final against her brother Tom (former 

student of AGS), who plays the saxophone and recorder.  The 

final will be broadcast on BBC Four. 

Alex left us to attend the Sixth Form at the prestigious Purcell 

School and to reach the final has already been through two 

audition stages.  She is a member of the Junior Jazz 

Department at The Royal Academy of Music and the National 

Youth Jazz Collective.  Last summer she was one of two UK 16-

19 year-olds to attend the Brubeck Institute Summer Jazz 

Colony in Stockton, California.  

 

http://www.ahs.bucks.sch.uk/


2 

Pupil Premium Award 2016  

We are delighted to be one of just three Bucks secondary schools to receive an award for being one 

of the highest achieving schools in the country for the attainment and value added progress of our 

students in receipt of Pupil Premium.  This is not a one-off; the award is based on performance since 

2012. 

The Pupil Premium was introduced to tackle the gap in performance nationally between those in 

receipt and not in receipt of Free School Meals.  Taking the 5+ A*-C GCSEs measure, around 65% of 

those not on FSM achieve this nationally, but fewer than 40% of those on FSM, and therefore the 

FSM students have fewer options at 16+. 

The questions of why there is this gap and what would 

make a real difference are not easy to answer and 

there is mixed evidence about the effectiveness of the 

£2.5bn spent annually on closing the gap.    

We use the money we receive for PP in a variety of 

ways and report on this via the website.  It is really 

encouraging that our PP students are doing so well 

and this award is a pat on the back both to the 

students themselves and the staff who have been 

encouraging and supporting them. 

HMI visit re Enterprise, Employability and Employer Engagement 

In January we received a visit from one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors (HMI) as part of a national survey 

of “How effectively do secondary schools engage with employers and business to provide high quality 

enterprise education and employability skills?”.  Ofsted are investigating how well schools prepare 

young people for the world of work.   

It was a chance to show off many of the activities that our students undertake, ranging from the 

lunchtime careers talks to Community Involvement in Year 13, but also an opportunity to understand 

what Ofsted mean by employability skills and employer engagement, for example.  The HMI was keen 

to hear about the good work we do on developing students communication skills and financial 

literacy, as the ‘soft’ skills are really important as far as employers are concerned.   

It was not an inspection and there is no judgement made about the quality of provision here, but the 

HMI was very complimentary about our set-up and the information she gathered from present and 

former students, staff, governors, Connexions Adviser and some of our business contacts. 

Links with China and Sweden 

Plans are going well for the visit of 12 girls and 12 boys to AHS and AGS from two schools in China in 

the Summer Term.  They will be arriving on 24 and 25 April, and spending most of the term at either 

AHS or AGS, joining Year 7 and Year 8 classes for most lessons.  Many thanks to the host families. 

We are also looking to run an exchange with a Swedish school – they will visit us in May and we will 

visit them in September.  This is open to Year 9 and Year 10 students who will have received an 

invitation to take part. 

  

http://smartfuse.s3.amazonaws.com/bdf93d43bb7751ffba3d5fac574f1624/uploads/2014/12/PUPIL-PREMIUM-upto-date-info-for-website-Nov-15.pdf
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National Fairer Funding – is there cause for optimism? 

For those new to this topic and for those familiar with the 

concerns who haven’t skipped to the next article already, a 

stark fact:  AHS is one of the lowest-funded secondary 

schools in the country.   

Of around 3000 secondary schools, we were the lowest-

funded in 2014/15 and are slightly upset in a perverse way 

that in 2015/16 we are only third lowest, having been 

overtaken undertaken by two other Bucks schools - Bucks 

secondary schools have traditionally been at the bottom of 

the per-pupil funding league table (mainly but not exclusively the selective schools). 

It is absolutely right that we should receive lower funding than schools with higher levels of need (as 

measured by deprivation and by prior attainment) but how much lower, and what about compared 

with equivalent schools elsewhere in the country?  If we were located just five miles away in 

Hertfordshire we would receive considerably more money, which illustrates the national problem.   

Our funding comes from three sources: 

 11-16 funding, which is determined by a formula drawn up Buckinghamshire County Council, 
based on recommendations from Bucks Schools Forum (a group of school representatives 
drawn from primary, secondary, special, early years, governors etc)  

 Sixth Form funding, which is set by a national formula 

 Any money we can generate ourselves, eg through letting out our premises 

Politicians claim that (national) school funding has been protected throughout the financial crisis but 
that simply isn’t true (and it’s embarrassing every time they repeat their claim).  Sixth Form funding 
has reduced by around 15% over five years and we have had to take on additional commitments as 
other services have been cut.  At the same time, our costs have increased significantly, especially with 
increases in pension and national insurance contributions – while staff salaries, with other public 
services, have failed to keep up with national pay trends.   

Politicians have been very slow to accept that there is a national problem with school funding, 

perhaps because they don’t think there are many votes to be gained or lost but also because they 

haven’t really understood some of the nuances with the current set-up.  However, there are signs 

that we may be moving towards a fairer national system of school funding and politicians are 

beginning to make the right noises.  There is now a commitment to introduce a National Funding 

Formula for 2017/18, with the consultation likely to be launched in late February or early March this 

year.  The first consultation is possibly going to be quite general and then a later round (May/June?) 

will have potential models to comment on.  Key questions might include: 

 What is the correct balance between primary and secondary funding (and other parts of the 
education system)?  Secondary schools have increased costs because of subject specialisms, 
specialist facilities, exam costs etc, but there is an argument for favouring primary funding on 
the basis of core skills and being able to address those falling behind as early as possible. 

 What are the best factors to use for deprivation?  There is a clear problem nationally that 
pupils with various types of deprivation do not perform as well as the rest of the school 
population and billions have been spent on trying to narrow or close the ‘Gap’, but this hasn’t 
been particularly effective use of the money, according to the National Audit Office, and there 
is concern that some of the indicators of deprivation are not accurate. 
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 Should the £2.5bn spent on Pupil Premium continue to be separate from mainstream 
funding?  It has been convenient politically to show that the government is addressing 
deprivation, but it has been poorly targeted and has confused the overall funding position. 

 Should government money continue to go via local authorities (a ‘soft’ formula) even though 
there is an ambition for most if not all schools to be academies by 2020?  At the moment 
Bucks allocates less to schools than the government allocates because they put more into 
High Needs and Early Years so from a purely selfish point of view we would favour money 
coming straight to schools (a ‘hard’ formula), and we also believe it would make the 
distribution of money much fairer across the country. 

 If there is to be a new formula, how quickly should it be introduced – especially given that 
there will be no new money to assist so any school that gains funding will be matched by 
another that loses funding – could the transition be achieved in three years, or longer? 

Watch out for news on the national consultation in the next month or two.  London local authorities, 

who are potentially the biggest losers in any re-distribution of the existing funds, are already lobbying 

hard and expressing their concerns about the difficulties of reducing their funding to the level 

received by other parts of the country (plus an adjustment for higher employment costs in London).  

The London mayoral election is also happening this summer so politicians are conscious that funding 

may become an election issue. 

Meanwhile, those who know AHS are surprised to hear of our funding position and look at our exam 

results, our curriculum, our facilities and successes in all sorts of areas, but the reality is that we have 

had to be incredibly efficient in what we do over many years and watch every penny.  We work very 

hard to balance our annual budget as, being an academy, we are not able to build up a deficit even if 

we wanted to (which we don’t!). 

Bucks has, following our urging, joined other local authorities in a pressure group called f40 
(www.f40.org.uk) to try to influence at a national level while the Bucks Schools Forum is at least 
functioning more effectively than in recent years as a result of the work we have put in – it was 
announced yesterday that there has been an improvement in the formula to be used for 2016/17 
funding which will move us just a bit nearer to the funding level that would reflect the money that 
Bucks receives for each of our students from the government. 

Fundraising – please let us know your thoughts!  

Many thanks to everyone who has already completed the quick survey on fundraising – the response 

has been excellent and from all year groups.  If you haven’t yet looked at it, can I encourage you to 

spend no more than five minutes giving us your opinion of how we should focus our fundraising 

efforts over the next few years? The survey is anonymous so that you can be completely honest and 

I will circulate a summary of the responses to all parents.  

The core questions are about what you would like to see as our fundraising priorities and how best 

to raise money (from you!).  We believe that we have the potential to raise significantly more than 

we are currently raising and want your input on how to do that.  It is always our intention to use 

money raised to enhance the students’ education rather than paying for ‘normal’ expenses of running 

the school which has to be covered by the government funding. 

The survey closes on Thursday evening (11 Feb) and can be found at 

http://goo.gl/forms/QT0HfDvm9E.  

 

http://www.f40.org.uk/
http://goo.gl/forms/QT0HfDvm9E
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Aerosols not allowed in school 

A reminder to parents and students that aerosols are not 

allowed in school or on school trips because they are dangerous 

to asthma sufferers and those with particular allergies and 

sensitivities. 

By definition, when they are used they create a fine mist which 

is not confined to the person using them so it is impossible to 

use them indoors without affecting others. 

If we become aware that a student has an aerosol or spray 

bottle in their possession, then we will confiscate it and apply the school’s discipline policy 

accordingly. 

Turnfurlong 

For about eight years we have 

been trying to improve the 

traffic situation in Turnfurlong 

and I am hopeful that there 

will soon be some changes to 

the road markings, probably in 

May.   

The photo shows Turnfurlong 

early in the morning, with no 

traffic, but every day the road 

is clogged with cars parked all 

the way down to the end and 

around Fairmile.   The congestion is partly due to students’ cars but also to members of the public 

working in town who use Turnfurlong as the first free parking outside the town’s controlled zones.  It 

doesn’t help that the three secondary schools plus local primary schools are so close together, making 

the traffic even worse at the start and end of school each day, just as the coaches are trying to get 

through. 

We have looked at all sorts of solutions over the years, including traffic lights at the Walton Road end 

of Turnfurlong, ‘tidal flow’ arrangements, making it one-way, etc. but lack of money is one obstacle 

and there is an argument that slowing the traffic down is good for road safety. 

Now it looks as though the plans that we put forward are going ahead, with some modifications 

following local consultation.  The work is likely to include: 

 Enforceable no-stopping signs by our entrances 

 No Waiting at any time alternately down Turnfurlong from the schools to the Coach Park 
entrance with sufficient overlap so that coaches can get down the road more safely 

 The whole area by the Coach Park to be No Waiting to enable the coaches to swing out of the 
exit safely 

 The road beyond the coach park to have No Waiting between certain times (eg 8-9 am and 3-
4 pm, or similar) 

 The junctions with Fairmile and the bends on Fairmile itself to be No Waiting 
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Parents’ Evening Bookings 

We are trialling a revised on-line system for making bookings for Parents’ Evenings.  The old system 

was giving us some issues and the new system is ‘cleverer’ in that it knows which teachers are 

associated with each student. 

Unfortunately, the first set of instructions for Year 9 parents omitted a vital full stop so those who 

didn’t use the updated instructions had difficulty getting on.  Apologies for that. 

We do, in common with all schools, have a regular problem with teachers who teach more than one 

class, as each evening only has space for 36 appointments (Years 7-11) or 24 appointments (Years 12 

& 13).  Some teachers are booked for 3 or 2 hours of continuous appointments within minutes of the 

system opening and there is no way of avoiding this; if they teach up to 90 students, as in some cases, 

it is inevitable that demand will outstrip supply.  The old paper-based system where students gave 

the teacher their booking sheets individually was no better – if your class had the relevant lesson 

before another class then you would all get appointments while the second class wouldn’t. 

For those unable to make an appointment with their preferred teacher, it is possible to e-mail them 

and ask for some brief feedback, but please don’t try to see them without an appointment on the 

evening itself. 

For the Year 9 Evening, with the first round of appointments completed, the bookings look like this: 

 

 

  



7 

Behaviour in the coach park and on buses: message from Bucks 

Dear Schools 

 In the light of the issues at the coach park surrounding both pupil behaviour and bus loadings, I 

wanted to make you aware of and enlist your help in resolving ongoing situations.  

We have had complaints from parents of pupils not being able to get a seat on a given vehicle. Having 

discussed this with operators and coach park staff, it would seem that a certain contingent of (mainly) 

older pupils feel that they are entitled to 2 seats (one for themselves and one for their bags). Other 

pupils are simply not willing to sit next to people they do not know, especially if they are from a 

different school or of the opposite sex.  

We also still have pupils trying to board buses other than that for which they have a pass, if indeed 

they do have a pass at all. 

In any case, pupils, drivers and other road users are being put at risk. 

I attach the link to the Behaviour Protocol for students. I would be grateful if you could disseminate 

this to parents and students along with a timely reminder that the rules do not stop at the school 

gate.  

AMEY Client Transport 

Obviously, we would expect all of our students to behave responsibly in the coach park (there have 

been some real problems with queuing for coaches/buses) and to only occupy one seat on their 

service.  If students are aware of girls from AHS or students from other schools who are causing 

difficulties, please do tell us and we will assist in improving the situation.  

Blankets and Sleeping Bags for Calais 

A huge thank you to everyone who responded to the appeal for blankets and sleeping bags in 

December.  Here’s a report from Mrs Edwards 

who co-ordinated the collection. 

In all there were 25 sleeping bags and around 40 

blankets of various types donated. With another 

25 sleeping bags from High Wycombe the car was 

completely full. 

They were taken to the Care4Calais warehouse, 

which is being funded and run entirely by 

volunteers. Here they collect, sort and distribute 

donations to the camps at Calais and Dunkirk. 

The camp at Dunkirk has a lot more women and 

children than Calais and the need there is vastly 

greater. We were able to help out with the unpacking and sorting for a couple of hours and then 

went over to the main camp at Calais and met with some of the men (the women and children tend 

to stay in their tents and it’s not easy to meet them). 

 

http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/media/3621767/Behaviour-Protocol-Client-Transport-FINAL.PDF
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It was heart-breaking, really. They are 

normal, intelligent people who have 

fled their home countries due to war 

and devastation, many of them 

leaving wives and children behind with 

the promise to rescue them soon. 

They have been told – and fully believe 

– that Britain is the land of milk and 

honey and that if once they can get 

here their troubles will all be over…. 

What can be said to that? I didn’t 

know and nor did my friend.  

Anyway, I was more than glad to have 

been able to do even a little to help and 

beyond grateful to AHS for enabling me to take so many blankets and sleeping bags. Someone did 

say that there are probably more than a few girls now who are glad that they’ll never have to use a 

sleeping bag again! 

Governor Update 

It was certainly a busy first term and I am delighted to announce that following the Governor elections 

we now have a full complement of Parent, Staff, Co-opted and Community Governors for the 

school.   I am pleased to welcome Mrs Sharman, Mrs Christine Elliot and Mr Davis as Parent 

Governors and Mrs Westcott as a Staff Governor.  

During the first term a number of Governors attended and supported the Big Bang formal opening of 

the Science block, following its ~£1.6M refurbishment, joined the school Christmas concert at St 

Marys and attended the Year 12 and Year 8 Consultation Evenings.  I was delighted to see so many 

students, both current and former, parents, teachers, support staff and Governors supporting the 

various school events.   

As part of our work for this term we have already had our first set of meetings for the Personnel, 

Resources and Teaching & Learning sub-committees and established a Strategic Working Group to 

consider the long term future direction of the school.  As part of our wider school engagement we 

intend to be regular contributors to the Parents’ & Students’ Newsletter and Highlights Magazine 

updating you on our work.  I am also working on revamping the Governor page on the school website 

which will include links to the minutes of the 3 sub-committees as well as the Full Governing Body 

minutes, dates of Governor meetings, Terms of Reference for each committee and Governor biogs. 

I continue to look forward to discussing the challenges and opportunities the school faces and 

welcome your views and comments on how we can improve the school for your daughters.  

Arfan Chaudhry  

Chair of Governors 

achaudhry@ahs.bucks.sch.uk 

www.ahs.bucks.sch.uk/about-the-school/governors/ 

mailto:achaudhry@ahs.bucks.sch.uk
http://www.ahs.bucks.sch.uk/about-the-school/governors/

