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It was the day when 
everyone accepts 
that Christmas is 
here! Reception  
Nativity Play. After 
a hectic few weeks 
down in our Early 
Years department, 
the youngest of our 
children were ready 
to perform for            

families. The songs 
had been practised, 
the lines learned and 
the props made! 
With our usual ‘full 
house’ of mams and 
dads, grans and 
granddads and  
aunties and uncles, 
it was on with the 
show. As usual, the 

performance was 
fantastic! A big 
thank you to the  
children for their 
super efforts, to staff 
for their hard work 
and to our families 
for a      wonderful 
show of      support. 
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The Word Girl 

In our continued 
drive to engage      
pupils, our Key Stage 
1 children worked 
with author Tracey      
Corduroy, writer of 
the Shifty McGifty 
books. Tracey 
worked with the  
children, showing 
how she  develops 
her ideas, from 
sketches to full 
blown characters! 
The children had a 
great time, learned 
lots about the       
process and got to 
buy some of Tracey’s 
signed books. 

We also invited    
Stuart Reid, author 
of the Gorgeous 
George books, to 
work with our older 
children. Stuart     
delivered a reading 
from one of his 
books, explained to 
the children how he 
develops his stories 
and completed the 
day with a Q and A 
session and a book 
signing.  

We feel that giving 
our pupils a chance 
to work with ‘real 
writers’, can only add 
to the work we do in 
school with them.  
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Magical Mystery Tour 

 The school played 
host to Chaplin’s 
Theatre Company, 
for their version of  
’Aladdin’.  They   
performed for the 
whole school and it 

was a great success. 
From our youngest 
to our oldest, the 
magic of panto did 
the trick!  

Teachers then 
worked with the 

children, back in 
class , to produce art 
work and written 
work, based on the 
story. 

 

Reception Nativity  
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 Days Like This  

As usual, we have tried to give 
our   children lots of             
experiences outside of the 
classroom this term. Most 
year groups have had a ‘day 
out’, linked to something they 
are working on in the         
curriculum. Year 6 have been             
particularly busy, with visits 
to Beamish Hall, focusing on 
WW2 evacuees. An RE/social 
studies visit to a local          
synagogue and a trip to the 
Safety Works venue to learn 
how to keep themselves safe, 
while out in the big wide 
world! Year 4 had a            
wonderful day at Arbeia     
Roman Fort, to link with their 
history work, while our Year 5 
children played host to the 
Show Racism the Red 
Card team. They worked 
closely with the SAFC staff, to 
further develop the positive 
attitudes needed in this ever 
changing world.  Our KS1 
children had lots  of fun 
working with the Sunderland 
‘Lifeguard Team’, learning 
about water safety and the 
pupils in Y1, visited St       
Matthew’s church as part of 
their religious studies tasks. 
They also visited Doxford 
Park, to collect ‘autumn 
leaves’ for their artwork.  

GIVE A LITTLE BIT 

We would like to say a big 
‘thank you’ for the generosity 
you have shown over this first 
term. We have completed a 
number of charity and     
sponsored events and our 
families have been fantastic! 
So if you have supported us 
with Jeans for Genes, 
Children in Need, Gambia 
Gala or our Poppy Appeal, 
then we say THANK YOU!! 
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   Key Stage 2 Carol Service              

Finally 

We would like to wish our children and their families a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Our Christingle Service at St Matthews Church 

Praying for Time 

We would like to thank Rev. Susie Thorp, from St  

Matthew’s, for staging our Key Stage 1 Christingle Service. 
The children really enjoyed making the Christingles and the 
service was a lovely way to remind children of the religious 
aspects of this time of the year. We also had a wonderful 
turn out, from our families. The support you give us at these 
events is  second to none! Many thanks to you all.   


