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Thursday 25 October  2018

Dear  All , 

We want to encourage al l  students to tr y their  hardest and to be r eassured 
that staff  w i l l  suppor t them to take the next steps at ever y stage of their  
learning. We want our  students to be courageous and make the most of 
ever y oppor tuni ty in school, and to develop academically and personally.  
This half  term has been a good example of this, being both a busy one and 
ver y successful. I t has been good to see each year  group step up to their  new  
posi tion w ithin the school, not least of al l  our  Key Stage 4 students in Year  10 
and Year  11 who star t and continue their  GCSE studies in f ine style. The 
words ?calm and purposeful? are probably the most often quoted by the w ide 
r ange of visi tor s I have show n around the school this half  term, and i t is 
pleasing to hear  about the posi tive conversations that people in the 
community are having about Marden High.  
 

As I have said in this newsletter  previously, the provision of the best 
oppor tuni ties for  our  chi ldren is a team effor t - ?a chi ld is brought up by the 
whole vi l lage? - which is why we place such an emphasis on communication 
between home and school.  In order  to maintain good communication 
between home and school, I  would be grateful i f  al l  parents could sign their  
son?s or  daughter?s planner  on a r egular  basis. Please feel fr ee to use the 
planner  as a method of communicating information. Please remember  also 
that staff  emai l addresses are avai lable on the school websi te, so please feel 
fr ee to use emai l as another  way of contacting us.
 

Our  Student Cabinet were set the challenge to r aise as much money as they 
could for  Disabi l i ty Nor th East, dur ing this week. Having met and 
developed plans to r un a ser ies of events themselves, they set about 
creating the adver tising and also prepar ing the var iety of activi ties. On 
Monday, the Cabinet, assisted by our  prefects, r an a successful spor ting 
lunchtime. On Tuesday they were hosting an ar t competi tion and lunchtime 
DVD session. Wednesday saw  a novelty photo booth and bake sale, before 
Thursday's exci ting f inale as the Inaugural Mar io Kar t Championship was 
held in the auditor ium. The funds r aised are a testament to the leadership 
quali ties show n by the students throughout. 
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We have had several Information 
Evenings for  parents dur ing this half  
term, and this week was the turn of 
options subjects to share w ith parents 
and students of Year  11 a r ange of useful 
information r egarding the GCSE exams 
in addition to r evision str ategies and 
techniques. I t was a successful evening 
and another  example of the staff  at 
Marden going that extr a mi le in 
suppor ting our  young people. Feedback 
from parents and students was ver y 
posi tive and i t is good to see the students 
continued ser ious and mature atti tude 
towards their  upcoming exams. It is 
impor tant that Year  11 have a good rest 
over  the half  term, but also that they take 
advantage of the time they have to get 
star ted on some ser ious r evision - doing 
2 hours of quali ty, intensive learning 
each day sti l l  leaves plenty of time for  al l  
of the other  oppor tuni ties that hol iday 
time br ings, and w i l l  leave the student 
w ith a sense of accomplishment,  
know ing that good routines are being 
formed and sound preparation is being 
put in place for  the mock exams which 
star t on Monday 26th November.
 

 This week has seen some ver y good 
individual and team effor ts in the 
wor ld of spor t, including tr ampolining, 
football  and vol leyball . The U12 
football  team played really well  in 
their  second game of the season to 
beat Wellf ield Middle School 6-2.  Well 
done!

The U16 and U14 boys' vol leyball  teams 
won al l  four  games in r ecent league 
games.  Well done to al l  of the players 
involved.  The U15 boys' vol leyball  team 
unfor tunately did not fare qui te so well , 
but w i l l  no doubt  show  that Marden 
resi l ience and bounce back to victor y 
next time. 

 This half  term holiday is one in which 
outside festivi ties take place - Halloween 
and Bonfi r e Night - and whi lst these can 
be enjoyable events w ith fami ly and 
fr iends, I  would l ike to r emind our  
chi ldren to think about their  ow n and 
other  people?s safety at these times. 

 

May I w ish you al l  an enjoyable half  term 
break and we look for ward to seeing 
ever yone back in school on Monday 5th 
November.

Thank you for  your  continued suppor t. 

Mr  M.Snape

Head Teacher  
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I t 's been an exci ting half  term for  our  Year  7 
students, al l  of whom have settled in well  to 
Marden High School.

As a school, we are committed to ensur ing 
that our  new  students feel comfor table and 
happy about  such a big change in their  l ives. 
The smooth tr ansi tion of our  new  intake has 
been achieved through posi tive, fr equent 
communication between students, staff , 
parents/carer s and governors this half  term.

 

A br i l l iant star t for  Year  7
 

Students have worked hard across the cur r iculum, 
enjoying a r ange of subjects that they have not studied 
before, and par ticipating in a var iety of 
extr acur r icular  ventures. I t has been a joy to see 
students mature so much over  such a shor t space of 
time whi le forging new  fr iendships and developing 
posi tive mindsets w ith the suppor t of staff  here at 
Marden High School. 

As a year  group Year  7 hve 
achieved excellent attendance 
of 97.8% for  the half  term. As a 
year  group, year  7 have accrued 
a total of 42,706 house points. 
The form in the lead is 7D w ith 
8,295, w ith Warkwor th house in 
f i r st place across the school. 

Miss Laing 



Show  Racism the Red Card!
Each October  'Show  Racism the Red Card'  holds i ts annual 'Wear  Red Day', 
a national day of action that encourages schools, businesses and individuals 
to wear  r ed to highl ight an ongoing campaign to work w ith more young 
people and adults across the UK to challenge racism in society. 

Dur ing the week beginning the 8th 
October , school of sanctuar y students at 
Marden worked w ith Ms Gr i f f i ths to 
del iver  assemblies, prepar ing students 
by r aising problems of r acism and 
discr imination. The groups aims were 
to promote inclusivi ty, tolerance  and 
acceptance w ithin both Marden High 
School and the w ider  community.

Students have also been learning more 
in special ly planned Personal 
Development lessons. 

On Fr iday 12th October , we took 
par t in the 'Wear  Red Day' 
encouraging the students to 
wear  r ed for  a £1 donation. 

As a school we raised £747!
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Ar t and Photography 
What Makes the Coast Special? 

Ar t  wor k  by :   7M and 7R

 Mr s L Noble      Ar t  and Design
 

On Wednesday 3rd October  al l  our  Year  
7's took par t in a Super  Learning Day 
(SLD) along the theme 'What Makes the 
Coast Special '. Each of the six tutor  
groups worked w ith ei ther  the Ar t, 
Media or  Science Depar tments for  the 
day, w ith each subject taking a di f ferent 
approach to r ef lect their  subject 
exper tise.

The Ar t depar tment was responsible for  
7R and 7M and our  day star ted by 
walking to the beach to create sand 
sculptures in the style of well  know n 
Br i tish Sculptor  Andy Goldswor thy. 
Then later  back in the classrooms 
students were able to work in pair s or  
alone on fr ieze style paintings 
r epresentative of our  chosen theme. 

It was a great day; a good chance for  
ever yone to get to know  each other  and 
have fun producing their  paintings and 
sculptures. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
 

A new  extr a cur r icular  programme has 
been introduced and is now  up and 
running. 

Dance Ci t y

Our  successful par tner ship w ith 
Dance City continues this year. A new  
programme star ted on Tuesday 18 
September  and many new  year  7 
students have enrol led to take par t. 
We are now  in a posi tion to offer  two 
classes on a Tuesday evening to 
accommodate al l  those interested in 
taking par t.

Netbal l  

Our  senior  teams have now  star ted 
their  league games. Both the U15 and 
U16 teams beat Longbenton in their  
matches. The junior  leagues w i l l  star t 
next half  term.

Footbal l  (gi r l s) 

Our  junior  team attended the f i r st 
CVL event of the season last week to 
prepare them for  the league games 
about to take place. 
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Footbal l

U16 team played their  f i r st game 
of the season against St Thomas 
More but unfor tunately lost 6-2.

U12 team beat Marden Br idge 4-1 
and they also played really well  
in their  second game of the 
season to beat Wellf ield Middle 
6-2. Well Done!

U13 team beat Longbenton 4-0

In their  f i r st match of the season 
the U14 team beat Churchi l l  4-1 
in their  league match. Well 
played to al l  the players involved 
in these f ixtures.

U14 football  team lost their  
match against Whitley Bay 8-3. 

Badm inton

4 out of 5 boys' badminton teams won 
their  matches held at John Spence. Well 
done to al l  the players concerned.

Talent  Academy

As a school, we were invi ted to put 
for ward 5 talented students to attend the 
launch event w ith their  parents at the 
Langdale Centre on Monday 15 October. 
They were introduced to the academy 
and an over view  was given regarding the 
proposed workshops which w i l l  r un 
throughout the year.

Vol leybal l

The U16 and U15 Boys 
Volleyball  teams won al l  four  
games at the r ecent CVL. Well 
done to al l  the players involved! 

The U15 boys unfor tunately lost 
their  four  games. 
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Year  9 Histor y Student Leaders organise events to commemorate the end of The 
Great War. 

Histor y at Marden  

 The 100 year  anniver sar y of the end of 
Wor ld War  I is coming soon. Leading up to 
this a group of year  9 students have been 
creating a var iety of events to enable the 
whole school to commemorate the 
armistice of The Great War.  

 Some of these lessons w i l l  include: a 
histor y lesson about propaganda and 
l i fe on the front l ine, a PD lesson looking 
into home l i fe, an assembly, var ious ar t 
activi ties and a drama production.The 
students have worked ver y hard over  
their  lunchtimes to commemorate the 
effor ts of the war. They have made 
lessons to r aise awareness of the WW1 
and teach others how  people l ived from 
1914 unti l  1918.  

 

One focus has been on the Pr incess 
Mar y Chr istmas Boxes sent to soldier s 
on the front l ine - I t was Pr incess Mar y's 
express w ish that 'ever y sai lor  af loat 
and ever y soldier  at the front' should 
have the present. The gi f ts were devised 
in October  1914 and intended for  
distr ibution to al l  who were ser ving 
overseas or  at sea, in time for  Chr istmas 
1914; after wards, w ith the fund in 
surplus and many feel ing they had been 
?left out?, distr ibution was extended 

 On the 11th of November  there 
are also lots of activi ties going 
on outside of school . Along the 
coast there w i l l  be beacons l i t 
al l  over  Br i tain to 
commemorate what the people 
did at the star t of the war  to let 
people fur ther  dow n the coast 
know  that a war  had star ted. 
This is also a way of show ing 
people how  l i fe and exper iences 
were l ike at the star t of the 
Great War. 

We w i l l  r emember  them .

Wr i t ten by Mat thew Hood  
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I t has been a busy time w ithin the Maths depar tment w ith year  11 students 
ful ly focussed on maximising the time they have left at Marden High. Extr a 
r evision and suppor t for  year  11 takes place on Wednesday after  school in 
what we cal l  the Aftermath so please ensure your  chi ld is attending. The year  
7 maths suppor t evening was a great success and a huge thanks goes out to 
the parents who came along to show  their  suppor t. 

Year  8 Maths 
ambassadors have 
gone from str ength to 
str ength  and continue 
to develop and deliver  
lessons to year  six 
students helping  them 
to develop their  
presentation ski l ls 
aswell as their  maths. 
Due to success of this 
ini tiative, the group 
w i l l  be spreading their  
w ings into di f ferent  
subjects later  in the 
year. 

Mr  Jewell has taken on 
the task of del iver ing 
Fur ther  Maths as an 
extr a-cur r icular  option 
to a group of year  11 
students to enhance 
and develop their  
understanding of the 
subject. Students w i l l  
be entered for  an 
additional quali f ication 
at the end of the year. 

We have also been successful in secur ing entr y 
into the UKMT maths challenges for  year  8 and 
year  10 which gives students the chance to 
enhance their  problem solving ski l ls. 

 

Maths at Marden

Mr  Hiscock
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Mr  Hiscock 's puzzle 
t im e!
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Music at Marden

 

Senior  members of Fr iday Choir  enjoying their  day at the G&T singing workshop at 
Sacred Hear t High School. They were great ambassadors to the school and learnt a lot 
about vocal technique and choral singing.
 

Rugby Kit Design Day 
Four  students spent the day at Kingston Park, home of the Newcastle Falcons, 
taking par t in a r ugby ki t design task. 

Working w ith ki t manufacturer s 
Canterbur y, their  mission was to come 
up w ith a design that w i l l  eventually 
become Marden High School 's brand 
new  Rugby ki t. 

Jacob and Angus from Year  8, and 
Katie and Josh from Year  10 al l  took 
par t in a Falcons tr aining session  as 
well  as designing the ki t that w i l l  be 
produced in the next few  weeks. 

Mrs Gibbings
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Musical Dates for  the Diar y
 

Adam s Fam i ly Audi t i ons  Weeks beginn ing the 15th and 22nd 
October

Students that have signed up w i l l  be given an 
al located audition slot. We have lots of 

talented students interested and choosing our  
lead roles w i l l  be a big challenge. Keep your  
eyes peeled for  exci ting information for  the 

backstage crew.

Ukulele Fest ival  
Per for m ance 

 Sunday 11th Novem ber

Students from Ukulele club have been invi ted 
to per form at the ukulele festival. They have 

w r i tten their  ow n song and w i l l  be 
per forming WW1 songs w ith members of Bay 

Uke and ukulele players of the community.

Royal  Nor ther n Sinfon ia 
Concer t  Tr i p 

 Thur sday 22nd Novem ber

Marden Orchestr a members w i l l  be visi ting 
the Sage Gateshead to watch the Royal 

Nor thern Sinfonia.
 

Chr i st i ngle Ser v i ce  Thur sday 29th Novem ber

Our  annual Chr istingle Ser vice w i l l  take place 
at St George?s Church. Students from our  

feeder  pr imar ies, Monkhouse and Culler coats 
together  w ith Marden High School singers 
w i l l  be per forming a selection of Chr istmas 

music dur ing the ser vice.

Chr i stm as  Concer t   Thur sday 13th Decem ber

Our  annual Chr istmas Concer t. Come along 
and see the talented students in al l  of our  

ensembles as well  as soloists and small 
groups. Tickets are avai lable from the off ice.
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Tr ip to CERN 2018!
In September  27 year  11 pupi ls 
visi ted Geneva for  the weekend 
accompanied by science and 
maths staff . The main focus of 
the tr ip was to go to CERN to 
visi t the Large Hadron Coll ider  
and learn more about the 
standard par ticle model. 

As well  as CERN, they visi ted the United 
Nations Headquar ter s, looked at ar t 
instal lations around the ci ty and 
famous landmarks such as the Jet d'Eau. 
The students also exper ienced 
tr adi tional Sw iss cuisine and 
enter tainment at the Edelweiss 
r estaurant, plus a boat tr ip across Lake 
Geneva.  

Thanks to al l  the staff  and students that 
made i t a busy, culture packed 
weekend!
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CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS
ST GEORGE'S CHURCH 

CULLERCOATS 
Avai lable for  students aged 13-18

A great  tr aining in Choral singing 

A chance to explore new  music 

Oppor tuni ties to per form 

Tr ips and Social events 

£100 per  term 

To f ind out more visi t: w w w.stgeorgesculler coats.org.uk

St George's is a safeguarding aware Church
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PTA Autum n News 

This term has welcomed a number  of new  members to the PTA. We had our  
f i r st meeting of the year  in September  and lots of ideas were discussed for  
future events so watch this space? .

The aim of the PTA is to involve the school in the w ider  community and to 
hold fundraising events in order  to buy additional r esources for  the students  
that w i l l  enhance their  exper iences in school.

This term we have purchased two row ing machines for  the PE depar tment, 
ar t mater ials for  Year  8 students to r un an Ar t Club for  Year  7 students, 
books for  Ms Seal?s Book Club and student entr ies to UK Maths Challenge 
Competi tion.
 

The f i r st event of the year  is our  
Halloween themed quiz, on Thursday 
25th October. There w i l l  be dr inks, 
snacks, hotdogs and sweets for  sale as 
well  as a tombola and raff le. There 
w i l l  also be pr izes for  the w inning 
team, the best team name, the best 
fancy dress and spot pr izes. 

The Gr and Autum n Raf f l e 

The Grand Autumn raff le w i l l  be draw n on Thursday 25th October  at the 
Halloween Quiz. Winners w i l l  be noti f ied by telephone and a l ist of w inners 
w i l l  be published on our  websi te. We would l ike to thank United Car lton 
Off ice Systems, Tynemouth Golf Club, Vi l lage Hotel Newcastle, Hi l ton Hotel 
Newcastle, CCL Off ice Ltd, David Lloyd Gym Newcastle, Tynemouth Sur f Club, 
Culler coats NFKA, Select Telecom, Beauty 2000, The Spread Eagle, Energie 
Gym Tynemouth and al l  the volunteers, who have ver y generously donated 
pr izes.
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The LRC is open to students between 8.30am and 4.00pm, although the space is l imited. 
Morning passes are avai lable from the school off ice. This is a quiet area for  students to r ead, 
r evise and complete homework before school, break, lunchtimes and after  school. There are 
desks and computer s avai lable to use and many new ly r eleased books and comfor table 
seating areas in which to r ead

Autumn 2018    

Mar den's LRC

Mr s Pot ter 's poet r y 
com pet i t i on

Congratulations to ever yone that entered the competi tion and especial ly well  done to 
Lizzie in year  8 who was the overal l  w inner !
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LOST PROPERTY
Please ensure that al l  i tems of clothing are clear ly marked w ith your  chi ld?s name. We 
have a lost proper ty box in the main off ice  where students may search for  ?lost? i tems. 

The box is emptied at the end of each half  term and al l  i tems remaining w i l l  be 
r ecycled. 

The lost proper ty w i l l  be emptied on : 9th Novem ber  2018

REMINDER : MOBILE PHONES IN SCHOOL

Mobi le phones ar e not  to be used by students dur ing school  t im es, un less 
ex pr ess per m ission has been given by a teacher  for  i t  to be used for  l ear n ing 
pur poses. ( 08.45hr s - 15.15hr s )

Students w i l l  have thei r  phones conf i scated unt i l  t he end of  the day i f  
caught  using them  in  school .

At Marden High School, we have invested in a 
Parent Por tal so that you can get accurate, 
up-to-date information about your  chi ld. We 
provide access to Attendance, Achievement, 
Behaviour , Exam Dates / Results and Repor ts 
in r eal-time, and we also use the Parent 
Por tal to make Parents Evening bookings.

To access the parent por tal, you need to visi t 
mardenhigh.net, then cl ick on ei ther  the 
Parent Por tal l ink on the r ight, or  cl ick on 
Parents |  Parent Por tal. Your  username w i l l  
be your  emai l address. I f  you haven't given 
us your  emai l address, you can contact 

off ice@mardenhigh.net to get your  emai l 
address updated. I f  you don't want to use 
your  emai l address, we can generate a 
username for  you and provide you w ith 
those log on detai ls. I f  you have forgotten 
your  password, then you can use the "Don't 
know  your  password?" l ink on the Parent 
Por tal log on page. Passwords can also be 
r eset by emai l ing off ice@mardenhigh.net

There are some quick guides on how  to use 
the por tal under  Parents |  Parent Por tal 
Guides. 

PARENT PORTAL INFORMATION
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http://mardenhigh.net/

