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Welcome to the Literacy Newsletter for July 2019. Inside this issue, you will be 

able to find out about the events and sessions we have been running this year at 

Enfield Grammar School as well as some new initiatives we will be beginning in 

September 2019.  

Why is Literacy important? 

“Literacy is fundamental for success in school and later life. Students who can-
not read, write and communicate effectively are highly unlikely to access the 

challenging academic curriculum in secondary school and are more likely to 

have poor educational outcomes across all subjects.” This quote is taken from 
the EEF guidance report on improving Literacy across primary and secondary 

schools, highlighting the importance of Literacy. 

Literacy is a broad skill that is needed across all subjects—not just English! It 

gives students long term skills that will enable them to succeed in later life, re-

gardless of what profession they choose.  

Power of Reading 

In the lead up to World Book Day, we encouraged students to consider the 

“Power of Reading”.  

Power of Reading posters were placed around the school, allowing the students 

to see how important reading is to all subjects, as well as how reading is essen-

tial outside of school in the wider world.   

Reading is a fundamental area of education and allows students to:  

 Experience and understand new vocabulary 

 Consider other world perspectives and experiences 

 Strengthen their communication and 

language skills 

 Think more creatively 

 Enhance their memories 

 Relax and de-stress 

 Increase their emotional intelligence  

 Improve critical thinking 
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“Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at 
age 16, gain higher results in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 
16 than those who read less regularly.” PISA 2009 Results  

LIBRARY DISPLAYS 

BOOK CAFÉ     

The library has hosted 

many activities this year. 

Here are a couple of the 

displays celebrating Chi-

nese New 

Year— The Year of the Pig.  

Our most recent display 

celebrates 50 years since 

the first moon landing. 

QUICK READS! 

Don’t be put off the skinny 
books! We have a wonderful 

range of ‘quick read’ books at all 
sorts of reading levels for differ-

ent age groups.  

They are a great place to start 

for struggling readers but also 

good if you just want to have a 

break from reading a long book. 

We also have dyslexia friendly 

books on display.  

Mrs Rudolph and Mrs French 

are here to help, so please come 

and ask if you can’t find what 
you are looking for. 

 

 

EGS UPPER SCHOOL 

LIBRARY OPENING TIMES 

Monday-Friday 8am—4pm 

(Closed period 4a) 

 

In March we ran a ‘Book Café’  for some year 7 & 8 classes in the library. This 
was a chance to introduce different writing genres to the pupils by way of a café 

style menu with a starter, main course and dessert. The students read extracts 

as a whole class, from each title, discussed them and then decided which they 

would have ordered to read. 

The results were close.  

The starter texts were from a novel written in poetry form (‘The weight of 
Water’ by Sarah Crossan) and a poem.  The winner was the poem called 
‘Genius’ by Martin Glynn. It was taken from the book ‘Read me out loud! A Po-
em To Rap, Chant, Whisper Or Shout For Every Day Of The Year’ chosen by 
Nick Toczek and Paul Cookson. 

For the main course, extracts were from two novels, The Graveyard Book by 

Neil Gaiman ( a previous Carnegie medal winner ), and the other, Jimmy 

Coates ‘Killer’ by Joe Craig. This was a really tight competition and overall ‘The 
Graveyard Book’ had the edge, but only just. As suggested by the title it is a dark 
story starting with a murder, whilst  in ‘killer’, we are not sure why people have 
come after Jimmy. Both extracts were popular. 

Dessert caused great debate! The extracts were taken from the book ‘ Boys who 
dare to be different’ by  Ben Brooks. It is a book of short biographies of inspira-
tional men. Our dessert  course extracts were about Lionel Messi and Stormzy. 

After fierce debate, Stormzy took the glory! 

Well done to the students and teachers who took part! 
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WORLD BOOK DAY 

World Book Day – 7th March 2019 

 

Manga Workshop 

Ms Rodgers set our students a task to imagine their own ending for the story 
‘Ghost Boy’s’. The boys then completed their story in comic strip form. Our 
guest Zooey, Manga Artist, helped the boys with their artwork. Boys were 
awarded prizes for best storyline, SPAG  ( spelling, punctuation & grammar )
and best artwork.  

Book Café sessions ran through World book Day week (please see previous 
page) 

Guess the teacher competition Pupils enjoyed this competition. They had to 
look at photographs and guess which teacher was hiding behind a book. Prizes 
were JD Sport gift vouchers 1st place £25, 2nd place £15 and 3rd place £10! 

The Art department organised some classes to take part in the ‘Design a Na-
tional Book Token Competition’. 

Food Technology took part with their burger making class. The burgers names 
were inspired by books. Little gems (pardon the pun!) were ‘The Corn Suprem-
acy’, ‘A Beet-Car named Desire’ & ‘Fried & Prejudice’. 

Form time activities — Pupils in form time were given fun, literacy activities 
which were well received. 

Great work! 

 

A big thank-you to everyone for helping to make our World Book Day a success! 

 

MANGA WORKSHOP  

Guest Artist Zooey showing pupils Manga Art techniques 
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EGS EBOOK PLATFORM 

 

The summer holidays are fast 
approaching and you may wish 
to read a book or two! 
 
Pupils & Staff are able to access 
ebooks by either of the follow-
ing: 
 
Reading through your web 

browser 

To access the ebook library  
students simply need to: 
visit https://
enfieldgrammar.wheelers.co 
( there’s no need to put www. at 
the start or .uk at the end) 
 
Sign in using your usual school 
username and password 
 
Click on Start Browsing to 
browse and borrow ebooks 
 
 Once borrowed, use the Read 
button to start reading the 
ebook 
 
 Reading through the eplat-

form app 
If you’re using an apple, android 
or windows tablet (or an apple 
or android smartphone) you can 
also access the ebook library via 
the eplatform App.  
 
The advantage of using the App 
is it automatically saves your 
ebook within the App, making it 
easy to retrieve and read your 
ebook offline. 
  
In your App store, simply search 
for ‘eplatform by Wheelers’ to 
find   the App 
 
Once downloaded, search for 
‘Enfield Grammar’ within the 
‘Find Your Library’ link 
 
You can then sign in, browse 
and borrow ebooks as above. 
 
Students can borrow one 

ebook at a time, which will 

expire automatically from 

the device after two weeks. 

      READING GROUPS  

It has been a great year for reading groups 

from year : 

Year 7  classes have read ‘Oranges  in No-

Man’s Land’ by Elizabeth Laird  

Reading group  - ‘Terror Kid’ by Benjamin 
Zephaniah 

Christmas fun ‘Santa Scam’ quiz! 

Year 8  Reading group — Maggot Moon 
by Sally Gardner, 

Class reading  - Of Mice and Men by John 

Steinbeck & Stone Cold by  Robert Swin-

dells 

 

Year 7 & 8 

Reading articles from newspapers,      
National Geographic and Time magazine 

and completing written tasks. 

Year 9  reading group—’Booked’ by 
Kwame Alexander and ‘The Hate U Give’ 
by Angie Thomas. 

Carnegie Shadowing 

English as a second language pupils 

Every Monday, in form time, we have a 

fun session playing  games that improve 

literacy. Boggle Slam was a huge favourite, 
another example would be guessing  syno-

nyms of  the following words ‘said’ , ‘nice’, 
and ‘horrible’. 

EGS ECLIPSE LIBRARY SYSTEM  

 

 

What is the school library catalogue? 
 

By using the school library catalogue, you can: 
 

 Search for books in the library 
 

  Read a summary of any book (what  it  is about)  
 

 Write your own review 
 

  See what other books people (who have read a particular book) have read. 
 

  Reserve books 
 

To log on to the school library catalogue in school: 

 

Log in 

Click on start 
Click on All programs 
Click on Reference 

 
Select – Eclipse.net Log-in to Eclipse is via school username (the one you use to access 
school computers), with date of birth as password (8 digit format e.g. 4th Jan 
2004=04012004) 

Outside of school *Will not open in chrome*  

go to: 

The school website: www.enfieldgrammar.org 

Click on Curriculum/LRC/Library. Select Eclipse.net 

Log-in to Eclipse is via school username (the one you use to access school computers), 
with date of birth as password (8 digit format e.g. 4th Jan 2004=04012004) 
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“Studies have shown that those who read for 
pleasure have higher levels of self-esteem and a greater ability to cope 
with difficult situations. Reading for pleasure was also associated with 
better sleeping patterns.” Reading Between the Line: The Benefits of 
Reading for Pleasure (University of Liverpool) 

Every year we take part  in the CILIP Carnegie Shadowing Award.  

This year, some year 9 pupils took part reading the eight shortlisted titles and they are 
still reading them to date!  

We read and discuss the books, looking for themes along the way. Then we vote for our 

favourites.  We have been inspired by watching interviews with the authors and the 
boys have written reviews. The pupils have enjoyed the books and being critiques! 

The CILIP Carnegie Medal winner 2019 was ‘Poet X’ by Elizabeth Acevedo. 

The Shadower’s Award winner 2019  is decided by the number of votes the shortlisted 
books receive from participating school shadowing groups. ‘Poet X’ by Elizabeth Aceve-
do won the Shadower’s Award as well! 

For details of the Carnegie shortlist, please go to:  

https://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk  

Teacher Reading Posters 

In order to encourage and inspire our students to read for 
pleasure, next year there will be  Teacher Reading Posters 

around the school highlighting the staff’s favourite books.  

These posters will expose the boys to  the variety  of reading 
genres; experience titles and authors they may not have en-

countered before; incite conversations between staff and stu-

dents about literature and to display the joys and enjoyment 
that reading 

can bring.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 into Year 7 Summer Holiday Read-a-thon 

Over the 6 weeks of this summer, we are asking our new Year 7 
September cohort to expand their reading horizons and 
pick up a book they have never read before!  

We are asking them to consider reading one of the following 
novels, to engage their minds and imagination this summer.  

 Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

 Stig of the Dump by Clive King 

 Alex Rider: Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz 

 Challenge Novel: The Northern Lights by Phillip Pull-

man  

 

Each student is asked 
to review their sum-
mer reading books and 
present these reviews 
to their English teach-
er in September. Each 
teacher will select their 
top 3 reviews and 
these students will be 
awarded prizes! 

 

CARNEGIE SHADOWING 

GETTING READY FOR NEXT YEAR…. 
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EGS Carnegie Shadower’s  

favourites: 

1st – ‘Rebound’ by Kwame Alexander 

2nd – ‘Poet X’ by Elizabeth Acevedo 

3rd – ‘Long Way Down’ by Jason Reyn-
olds 

4th – ‘A Skinful of Shadows’ by Francis 
Harding 

https://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/


EGS BOOKTRUST ACTIVITY 

RESULTS! 

 

1st Place—Ghost Boys by Jewell 

Parker Rhodes 

 

2nd Place—Boy 87 by Ele Foun-

tain 

 

3rd Place—A Good Day For Climb-

ing Trees by Jaco Jacobs 

 

4th Place— The House With 

Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson 

 

5th Place— Star by Star by Sheena 

Wilkinson 

  BOOKTRUST ACTIVITY 

Funded by the Arts Council England, Booktrust partners and donors, the Booktrust  

School Library Pack is a reading for pleasure programme giving free books to any sec-
ondary school with year 7 students. The pack contains carefully selected books which 

are considered future classics for year 7—9, broadening their reading and encouraging 

them to try different genres and authors.  Within the pack we are given five sets of six  
books. 

This year we decided to try something different and classes from year 7 and some from 

year 8 became critiques. They judged the books on their front cover, the blurb and 
then had to read the first chapter or two. They then had to give their final comments 

with a rating out of  five (five being the best). 

This has been very successful.  Over a fourteen week period, ‘Ghost Boy’s’ has been 
borrowed from the library on twelve occasions and ‘Boy 87’ has been borrowed eight 
times .  Due to the high popularity of ‘Ghost Boys’ we decided to make it our theme on 
World Book Day for the Manga Workshop. (Please see page 3) 

Thank you to all the  teachers and the pupils for their hard work! 

 

  GROW@KS3 

Growth in Reading, Oracy and Writing in Key Stage 3 

 

The goal of GROW@KS3 is to produce independent learners whose literacy improves 

every time they read and write. We took a small group of pupils from year 7, for GROW 

sessions. We looked at images/articles/texts by National Geographic and Time magazine 
with the themes of Indonesia and the environment.  

 

The boys were assessed with running records of 
their reading and they undertook written tasks. We 

have focussed on fluency and understanding of the 

texts, developing vocabulary and sentence structure. 

Grammar and punctuation have also been highlight-
ed.  

The boys have demonstrated that they 
now have the ability to reflect on their 

own work and make improvements 

and are able to work as a group with 
designated roles. Working in this way 

has also helped develop their creativity 

and understanding of a wider text. 

 

           Well done boys! 



Goodbye & good luck! 

This term we say goodbye & good 

luck to Ms Rodgers who has 

moved on to pastures new. We 

wish her every success in her new 

role. 

Thank you to everybody who 

helped to make our literacy initia-

tives a success. 

Ms Print  is our new Literacy Co-

ordinator and we look forward to 

working  with her over the next 

academic year! 

If you would like to get involved in 

a new literacy scheme this year, 

please do not hesitate to get in 

touch: 

Ms Print (Literacy Coordinator) 

rprint@enfieldgrammar.org  

Mrs Rudolph  (Library Manager) 

lrudolph@enfieldgrammar.org 

 

 

  EGS FAVOURITE AUTHORS! 

All lending of books from our library are recorded on our Eclipse library system. Using 

this, we are able to identify the most popular authors: 

 

 Jeff Kinney (The Diary of a Wimpy Kid) 

 Liz Pichon (Tom Gates) 

 Anthony Horowitz (Alex Rider) 

 Robert Muchamore (Cherub) 

 David Walliams 

 Darren Shan  

 J.K. Rowling (Harry Potter) 

 Michael Grant (Gone) 

 Rick Riordan (Percy Jackson) 

 Malorie Blackman (Noughts & Crosses) 

 James Patterson 

 Derek Landy (Skulduggery Pleasant) 

 Mark Walden (Earthfall & H.I.V.E ) 

 James Dashner (The Maze Runner) 

 Chris Bradford (The Bodyguard) 

 

Listed below are books that have had high levels of interest (excluding the books from 

the above authors): 

 

 Ghost boys by Jewel Parker Rhodes 

 Boy 87 by Ele Fountain 

 Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien 

 Escape from Shangri-la by Michael Morpurgo 

 The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

 The Novice Trilogy by Taran Matharu 

 The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

 The Enemy by Charlie Higson 

 The Kick Off by Dan Freeman 
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