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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
RE:  PROPOSED CHANGE TO OUR MOBILE PHONE RULE 
 
I have been thinking long and hard about the issue of mobile phones and how they are allowed in some 
schools and not in others and how they have become an issue that leads to additional work, stress and 
crime for our students and our school community. 
 
Our "No Phone" rule applies to all students in Years 7 to 11.  However, we do allow students to have 
phones if their parents write to the School with a valid reason why their son would need to bring a phone 
in with them.  These phones are then handed in to either the Upper School Office or Lower School Office 
on arrival into school and are kept securely until the end of the day.   
 
Due to the recent incidents of crime in Enfield Town, many parents have written in asking for permission 
for their son to bring their phones to school.  This has put the office staff on both sites under increasing 
pressure as, every morning, the phones that are handed in by students have to be logged and stored 
securely and then again, at the end of the day, the phones are distributed to the students when they 
come in to collect them.  This process is very time consuming for all concerned and very often results in 
students being late to their first lesson of the day.   
 
There is also an issue with students ‘forgetting’ to hand their phones in at the start of the day and so 
have them about their person, either in their bag or coat.  If their phones ‘go off’ at any time during the 
school day, the member of staff present at the time, requests that the phone is handed over to them.  
This is then taken to either School Office, where it is again logged and locked away in a secure place and 
will only be returned (after a specific length of time) to a parent, not the student in question.  This often 
leads to confrontation, as students are unwilling to hand over their phones.  Also, some parents express 
their irritation and upset that the phone has been confiscated and quite often the confiscated phone is 
the parents’ phone, which they need for their own use. 
 
Clearly, the mobile phone rule that we have in place at present isn't working as the time and effort spent 
by both teaching staff and admin staff is taking them away from the smooth, every day running of the 
School.   
 
More importantly, the health and safety of our students is paramount, and by choosing to bring phones 
into school they are putting themselves at risk of being approached and, at worst, mugged.  Over the 
past year the following incidents have occurred: 
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 Students have been mugged after school and their £800 phones have been taken 

 Students’ phones that they have ‘forgotten’ to hand in, have gone missing during the school day 
and time has been taken by staff to search for these phones 

 An altercation between a group of students has been filmed and recorded on a phone and the 
incident was uploaded to social media sites 

 Students have been listening to music on earphones during lessons when supply teachers have 
been teaching. 
 

Put simply, I feel smartphones make our students targets for crime, are a distraction for them and 
increase the workload and stress levels of staff. 
 
I do however, understand the parents' view that being able to contact their sons before, and particularly 
after school, provides peace of mind for parents and sons alike, especially for the younger students and 
their parents. 
 
My proposal is that we ban ALL smartphones from Enfield Grammar School for Years 7 to 11.  However, 
basic mobile phones (calls and texts only) be allowed.  This would allow communications between 
parents and students before and after school.  The phones would be the responsibility of the students 
and MUST NOT be seen or used during the school day.  Any basic phones seen during the school day will 
be confiscated and returned to the student at the end of the week.  ANY smartphones seen will be 
confiscated and returned at the end of half-term/term to the student. 
 
I feel this change would reduce crimes against our students, reduce the workload of our staff and 
completely eradicate video/audio recordings of incidents involving students which can lead to emotional 
upset and bullying when/if these recordings are shared via social media sites. 
 
After a little research, I have found that a basic mobile phone can be purchased for approximately £10 
and can be topped up monthly.  Some come with free minutes and texts and will last for a term if they 
are used just for emergencies, ie, when pick up arrangements change or other unforeseen 
circumstances.  
 
As a school, we have a hardship fund and we would look to support those families facing financial 
hardship to purchase these phones if they wish their sons to have one.  
 
I shared my proposal last night with the parents of the new Year 7 starting in September and their 
feedback was extremely supportive, so I am writing to you all for your feedback.  If you have strong views 
either way, please email me via the School email address, office@enfieldgrammar.org.  I will be happy 
to feedback to you all, once I have an idea what the general consensus from parents is.  
 
I look forward to hearing your thoughts. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
C Lamb 
Headteacher 
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