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Non-Fiction - Black, Listed 
by Jeffrey Boakye Taking  
a panoramic look at global 
black history, interrogating 
both contemporary and 
historical culture, Boakye  
 
 

In her Booker Prize shortlisted 
novel, Evaristo follows the 

lives and struggles of twelve 
very different characters. 
Mostly women, black and 

British, they tell the stories of  
 
 

gal-dem is an award-winning 
online and print magazine 
committed to sharing 
perspectives of women and non- 
binary people of colour. This 
year they published their first 
book: "I Will Not Be Erased":   
 

their families, friends and lovers, across the 
country and through the years, from Newcastle 

in 1905 to modern day Brixton. (KS5) 
 

Want to see your own review here? Fill out a book review slip from the lending desk & return to Ms King!

Read around your subject!

It's Black History Month!

WIN a signed copy of gal-dem's "I 
Will Not Be Erased" 
 

October is an annual 
commemoration of black 

history, art, culture, and the 
achievements and 

contributions of black people 
in the UK and across the 
world. Take a look at the 

STUDENT BOOK REVIEWS! 

Books of the Month

Fiction - Girl, Woman, Other 
by Bernardine Evaristo

investigates the ways in which black 
communities (and individuals) have been 
represented, oppressed, mimicked, celebrated,
and othered.

If you're studying Sociology 
or History try Natives: Race 
and Class in the Ruins of 
Empire by Akala - From the 
first time he was stopped and 
searched as a child, to the day 
he realised his mum was  

Our Stories About Growing Up as People of 
Colour. It contains 14 essays in which writers 
use raw material from their teenage years - 
diaries, poems, texts - to give advice to their 
younger selves and those growing up today.For 
a chance to win a copy signed by 
contributors Niellah Arboine and Sara 
Jafari, purchase a raffle ticket from Ms King 
for 50p. All proceeds will be donated to the 
Stephen Lawrence Charitable Trust.

 white, to his first encounters with racist 
teachers - race and class have shaped 
Akala's life and outlook. In this unique book 
he takes his own experiences and widens 
them out to look at the social, historical and 
political factors that have left us where we are 
today. Covering everything from the police, 
education and identity to politics, sexual 
objectification and the far right, Natives will 
speak directly to British denial and 
squeamishness when it comes to confronting 
issues of race and class that are at the heart 
of the legacy of Britain's racialised empire.

Black History Month recommended reading 
list for a range of new fiction and non-fiction. 

October 3rd is the 25th 
Anniversary of National 
Poetry Day - drop by 
the the library to browse 
our featured poetry 
collections!

Your library is now on Instagram! 
Follow us at @alpertoncs_library for 

book-related news and updates.

A Thousand 
Splendid Suns

'This is in my opinion a great piece of fiction. It focuses on the volatile events of Afghanistan's 
past thirty years, and is the tale of two generations of characters brought together by the tragic 
sweep of war. I particularly like this book because I feel like Hosseini didn't hold back when 
talking about class differences and the sudden changes war can have on a community. It made 
me feel more grateful for where I live and what i have.' Fatima Elmi, US5 


