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English Language 
 
English Language focuses on students’ ability to 
read and respond to different texts. They will be 
asked to write analytically about different pieces of 
writing and also to use ideas found in these texts to 
write their own fiction and non-fiction texts. 

 
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing 
1 hour 45 minutes 
 
The exam is divided into two sections. Section A 
is focused on Reading based on one literature 
fiction text. Section B is focused on writing a 
descriptive or narrative piece of writing. The exam 
is out of 80 marks and counts for 50% of the final 
grade. 
 
Paper 2:  Writers’ Viewpoints and 
Perspectives  
1 hour 45 minutes.  
 
The exam is split into two sections. Section A is 
focused on Reading, and involves one non-fiction 
text and one 19th Century non-fiction text. Section 
B is focused on writing to present a viewpoint. The 
exam is out of 80 marks and counts for 50% of the 
final grade. Spelling, punctuation and grammar will 
be assessed through the writing part of both 
papers. 
 
Speaking and Listening Endorsement 
Students will have a speaking and listening task that 
will be assessed in school and reported separately. 
They are marked by their teachers. They are 
assessed on presentation, responding to questions 
and feedback and use of Standard English. 

English Literature 
 
English Literature asks students to respond to 
Shakespeare and 19th Century texts, unseen 
poetry and poetry surrounding the theme of 
conflict. 
 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and 19th Century 
Novel 
1 hour 45 minutes 
 
Students will answer one question on a 
Shakespeare play they will study in Section A of 
the exam. They will be required to write in detail 
about an extract from the play and then the whole 
play. Section B is where students will answer one 
question on a 19th Century novel they have 
studied. They will be required to refer to an 
extract from the novel to write in detail about the 
whole novel. The paper is out of 64marks and 
counts for 40% of the overall grade. 
 
Paper 2 Modern texts and poetry  
2 hours and 15 minutes 
 
Students are assessed on Modern Texts (play or 
novel), Poetry from an Anthology and Unseen 
Poetry. Students will answer an essay question 
from a choice of two studied. Section B is where 
students will answer one comparative question on 
one named poem printed on the paper and 
another from their Anthology cluster. Section C is 
where students answer a question from an unseen 
poem and one question comparing this poem with 
a second unseen poem. The paper is out of 96 
marks and counts for 60% of the whole GCSE. 
 

  

English 

Compulsory GCSE 
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Course Overview 
 
Mathematics at Alperton Community School aims 
to enable students to develop fluent knowledge, 
skills and understanding of mathematical methods 
and concepts. A key component of the new 
curriculum is for students to acquire, select and 
apply mathematical techniques to solve problems, 
reason mathematically; make deductions and 
inferences, and draw conclusions.  
 
A key focus at Key Stage 4 is for students to 
comprehend, interpret and communicate 
mathematical information in a variety of forms 
appropriate to the information and context. 
 
There are six areas of mathematics that will be 
assessed: 
 
 1. Number  
 2. Algebra 
 3. Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change 
 4. Geometry and Measures 
 5. Statistics 
 6. Probability 
 
Exam Board – Pearson 
 
Assessment in mathematics is via 100% 
examination at the end of Year 11. Due to the 
increase in content there will be 3 exam papers (1 
non-calculator and 2 calculator papers), each 
lasting 90 minutes and worth 80 marks. 
 
 
 

 
 
Progression 
 
This qualification prepares students for 
progression to further study of mathematics at AS 
and A level, and also to the study of AS Core 
Mathematics. These Level 3 qualifications prepare 
students for a variety of further progression 
routes.  
 
Students can also progress from this qualification 
to Level 3 qualifications in numerate disciplines, 
such as:  
 

• A Levels in the sciences  
• A Level Geography  
• A Level Psychology  
• A Level Economics  
• other qualifications that require 

mathematical skills, knowledge and 
understanding                     

 
Careers 
 
While maths is a fundamental subject for much of 
science and technology, there are numerous other 
routes that can be taken. Jobs directly related 
include:  Aerospace engineer; Higher education 
lecturer; Investment analyst; Meteorologist; 
Research scientist (maths); Secondary school 
teacher; Statistician. 
Jobs where maths would be useful include: Actuary; 
Chartered accountant; Chartered management 
accountant; Corporate investment banker; Financial 
risk analyst; Operational researcher; Systems 
developer. 

  

Maths 

Compulsory GCSE 
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KS4 Course Overview 

Students are studying AQA Combined Science: Trilogy (2 GCSEs), OR Biology, Chemistry, Physics GCSE  (3 
GCSEs). 

At Alperton, all students start the Trilogy in year 9 and then either continue in Y10, or move into the separate 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics courses in Y10 and into Y11. Students will be guided along the Combined 
Science: Trilogy (2 GCSEs), OR Biology, Chemistry, Physics GCSE  (3 GCSEs) route depending on their 
performance so far in Science. All Science routes are matched carefully to the ability of each individual student. 

 

Link to the specification: 

Combined science:  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464 

 

Separate sciences:  

Biology GCSE:        http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461 

Chemistry GCSE:   http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462 

Physics GCSE:        http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463 

  

Separate Science is a ‘recommendation’ subject - your teacher will advise you as 
to whether you should choose it at the end of year 9. 

 

 

 

 

Compulsory GCSE 

Science 
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What will I study? 
Combined Science 
 

 
 

BIOLOGY Paper 1 
 

CHEMISTRY Paper 1 
 

PHYSICS Paper 1 

Cell Biology 
Organisation 
Infection and response 
Bioenergetics 

Atomic structure and the periodic 
table 
Bonding, structure and the 
properties of matter 
Quantitative chemistry 
Chemical changes 
Energy changes 

Energy 
Electricity 
Particle model of matter 
Atomic structure 

 

BIOLOGY Paper 2 
 

CHEMISTRY Paper 2 
 

PHYSICS Paper 2 

Homeostasis and response 
Inheritance, variation and 
evolution 
Ecology 

The rate and extent of chemical 
change 
Organic chemistry 
Chemical analysis 
Chemistry of the atmosphere 
Using resources 

Forces 
Waves Magnetism 
and 
electromagnetism 

 
 

Separate Science 
 

Syllabus content: Paper 1 
 

 

BIOLOGY 
 

CHEMISTRY 
 

PHYSICS 

Cell Biology 
Organisation 
Infection and response 
Bioenergetics 

Atomic structure and the periodic 
table 
Bonding, structure and the 
properties of matter 
Quantitative chemistry 
Chemical changes 
Energy changes 

Energy 
Electricity 
Particle model of matter 
Atomic structure 

 
 
Syllabus content: Paper 2 

 
 

BIOLOGY 
 

CHEMISTRY 
 

PHYSICS 

Homeostasis and response 
Inheritance, variation and 
evolution 
Ecology 

The rate and extent of chemical 
change 
Organic chemistry 
Chemical analysis 
Chemistry of the atmosphere 
Using resources 

Forces 
Waves Magnetism 
and 
electromagnetism 
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How will I be assessed? 
 
 

Combined Science Exams:  There are 6 exams, 2 Biology, 2 Chemistry and 2 
Physics which will all be sat at the end of Year 11. Each paper will last 1 hour 
and 15 minutes and are worth 16.7% of the grade each. 

 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics Exams: There are 6 exams, 2 Biology, 2 
Chemistry and 2 Physics which will all be sat at the end of Year 11. Each paper 
will last 1 hour and 45 minutes and count for 50% of each qualifications. 

 
The Science GCSE is graded from 9-1 (9 being the highest grade). 

 
 

Required Practical 
 
 

All external examinations count for 100% of the final mark for GCSE. There is no 
coursework or controlled assessment 

 
If you are following the Separate Science route you will have to carry out 28 required practical all together 
(Biology, Chemistry and Physics), and if you are following the Combined Science route you will have to 
carry out 21 required practical across all specialisms. 
The practical skills you gain will be assessed in your exams and will make up at least 15% of the marks 
coming from questions relating to practical work. Lab book: students will be issued lab books to keep a 
record of required practical work conducted throughout GCSE 

 

 

 
What does combined or separate science lead to? 

 
 

A Level options: Biology, Chemistry, Physics BTEC Level 3 Applied Science 
 
 

Progression routes: University degrees, Apprenticeships. 
 
 

Careers: Medicine, Radiography, Nursing, Dentist, Physiotherapy. Astronomer, Technician, Aviation, 
Chemist, Teacher, Electrician, Food Tester, Food Scientist, Forensic Scientist, Nuclear Technician, Nuclear 
Power Operator, Occupational Health Specialist, Physicist, Physiotherapist, Pilot, Ship Captain, Sound 
Engineer, Doctor, Nurse, Pharmacist, Marine Biologist, Veterinarian, Veterinary Nurse, Optician, Chemical 
Engineer, Marine Biologist, an end- less list! 
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GCSE Physical Education - CORE 
 
All students at KS4 have the opportunity to achieve accreditation in PE. Every student will be expected to 
follow 2 hours of Core PE until the end of Year 11.   This is a requirement, not an option 
 
 
Within Core PE we aim to provide all students with an accreditation in PE.  All students will be given the 
option of which pathway they follow in Year 10, and teachers will suggest the pathway best suited to individual 
students’ needs and ability 
 
 
 

COURSE ASSESSMENT AWARDING BODY QUALIFICATION 

Sports Leaders 
Award L1 (Covered 
in Y11 Core PE) 

2 years – practical assessment Sports Leaders UK 
Sports Leaders 
Award L1 

PE GCSE 
2 years – Practical assessment 
and exam assessment AQA 

Full Course GCSE 
PE 

  

Physical Education 

Core GCSE 
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Why choose Art and Design? 
 
We are an Arts Specialist School so you will be in good hands. The UK is at the top of a global market where 
the creative industries represent a multi-billion pound growth sector.  
It is beneficial to balance academic subjects with creative subjects because it will develop you as a whole 
person and will also help you in the actual study of the academic subjects. Study of a creative subject alongside 
academic subjects will help you develop the following academic and life skills:  
 

• Skills of Creativity and Imagination-beneficial for further studies and careers in the fields of Maths, 
Science, English, Languages, Humanities, Medicine 

• Skills of Dexterity (hand-eye coordination) – beneficial for further studies and careers in the fields of 
Medicine (e.g., Surgery, Dentistry) 

• Skills of Problem solving – beneficial for further studies and careers in the fields of Science, Maths (e.g. 
Statistics, Accountancy)  

• Skills of Resilience - beneficial for further studies and careers in any field and walk of life 
• Knowledge and Understanding of different cultures, histories and movements - beneficial for further 

studies and careers in the field of Humanities 
• Appreciation of Historical, Cultural, Ethical, Religious and Spiritual aspects of humanity - beneficial for 

further studies and careers in the field of Humanities 
 

What does Art and Design Involve? 
 
Exam board: EDEXCEL Coursework: 60% Exam: 40% 
 
If you opt for Art you will be given the opportunity to develop your creative ideas through a widening range of 
media and techniques.  
 
You should want to learn about Art from other times and cultures. The Art department teaches ideas and 
techniques through themes, and all projects involve some written work through annotation of ideas and 
research into artists and art styles. 
 
You will have the opportunity to widen your knowledge through gallery visits and a field trip to London. This 
will encourage your awareness of the Art and how it should be viewed.  
 
You will be required to maintain a folder of work that shows your thoughts, working process and skills for 
each project. This sketchbook and your final pieces of work during year 10 and 11 make up your coursework. 
The exam is set by the exam board and your teacher will lead you through a theme over 8 weeks and end in a 
10 hour (over 2 days) timed practical exam. 

GCSE Course 

Art & Design 
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What is a Creative Industry Job? 
 
Artist, Designer, Architect, Computer Games, Crafts, Fashion, Publishing, Photographer, Video, Film, TV, 
Illustration, Comic Art, Animation, Interior Design. The Creative Industries are the fastest growing sectors in 
the UK economy. Britain’s leading industry is its Creative Industries. 
 
 
What kind of student is suitable? 
 
Art is very successful at Alperton Community School due to a well-balanced course, excellent teaching and 
support, and above all, the effort and commitment students put in. 
Ideally you will be at grade 5 by the end of year 9, have shown commitment and enthusiasm and behaved well 
in lessons. You must have a love and passion for Art and Design, be self-motivated, and be prepared to work 
at home. 
 
 
 

 
  



ASPIRE | COMMIT | SUCCEED 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Outline 

This Art and design course is a two-part course made up of the Controlled Assessment Task and the 
Practical Exam. The course work consists of an initial design brief, investigation, designs, development, 
making of a quality 3D product in the form of a fully functioning prototype and an evaluation. You are 
encouraged to use computers for your investigation, designs and presentation. 

Textile students use a range of fabric and smart materials to make their prototype garment. There is a great 
deal of emphasis on development and links to artists both textiles and fine art. The course will include visits to 
museums and workshops. 

CAD/CAM: The use of CAD (computer aided design) and CAM (computer aided manufacture) are taught 
and you are encouraged to use CAD software to design and CAM to make a part of your garment. 

Typical Projects 

An example of a typical project would be making a garment or a wall hanging with a theme of Nature. 

Assessment 
The course is assessed through a single controlled Assessment Project worth 60% and a final practical exam 
worth 40%. 

Why choose Art and Design Textiles? 

This specification has been designed to encourage you to be able to design and make products with creativity 
and originality, using a range of materials and techniques. 

What kind of student is suitable? 
Ideally you will be at grade 4/5 by the end of year 8, have shown commitment and enthusiasm and behaved 
well in lessons. You must have a love and passion for Designing, be self-motivated, and be prepared to work at 
home. 

Career ideas/Progression Route: 
There are lots of opportunities for those with textiles training. At University you can choose a course in 
Fashion Design, Textiles Manufacture and Architecture. Careers for those with Textiles training include: 
Fashion Design, Draper, Clothing and Textiles Manufacture, Architect, Interior designer, or any design based 
industry. 

 

GCSE Course 

Art & Design Textile 
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Academic pathway 

EXAM BOARD – EDEXCEL 

You’ll start by exploring the world of small businesses through the lens of an entrepreneur. 

Paper 1 

Theme 1: Investigating small business 

Written exam: 90 minutes, 90 marks 50% of the total GCSE Multiple choice, calculation, short-answer and 
extended-writing questions. 

Paper 2 

Theme 2: Building a business 

The paper is divided into three sections: Section A: 35 marks Section B: 30 marks Section C: 25 marks. The 
paper will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer and extended-writing questions 

 

Applied pathway 

EXAM BOARD – EDEXCEL 

Young people taking their first step into a new career need the right blend of technical and academic skills to 
support them, and we know that employers and Higher Education are looking for highly skilled, job-ready 
individuals with a strong work ethic. 

 

Students motivated by a hands-on learning style can study BTEC Tech Awards alongside their GCSEs.   

GCSE Course 

Business studies 
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What are BTECs?  

Chosen by over a million students every year, BTECs are vocational qualifications designed to help your 
students succeed. Students develop knowledge and understanding through applying their learning to work-
related contexts, and gain the skills they need for further study and employment.  

What are BTEC Tech Awards?  

Designed specifically for schools, BTEC Tech Awards are brand new Level 1 and Level 2 qualifications. 
Complementing GCSEs and providing a first glimpse into a professional sector, these qualifications assess 
students through scenario-based external assessments rather than traditional exam formats. 

Why choose BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information Technology?  

• Content to interest and engage your KS4 digital information technology students. 

 • Planning and teaching made simple: all the support materials you need and a digital information technology 
specialist on hand.  

• Clear progression onto Level 3 study for students who want to explore digital information technology 
further. • Differentiated grading across both Level 1 and Level 2, with mapping to the new 9-1 GCSE grades. 

How does the course work?  

The course is made up of three components: two that are internally assessed and one that’s externally 
assessed. Our three-block structure, explore, develop and apply, has been developed to allow students to 
build on and embed their knowledge. This allows them to grow in confidence and then put into practice what 
they have learned. Our assessment structure is also designed so that students can build on what they learn, 
and develop their skills, as they move through the course. 

  

GCSE Course 

BTEC Digital IT 
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Course Outline 

Our GCSE Computing gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology 
works. It offers them an insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer 
programming, which many students find absorbing. 

Further specialised study can lead to employment in the gaming industries. A computing qualification 
is a good basis for work as an IT technician, IT consultant, computer engineer, software engineer, 
analyst, data modeller, systems administrator, network administrator, software applications 
developer, programmer and development 

Exam Board: OCR 

The course is split into 3 units: 

• UNIT 1: Computer systems (Exam: 40%) 
• UNIT 2: Computational Thinking (Exam: 40%) 
• UNIT 3: Programming project (Controlled Assessment: 20%) 

 

You will enjoy this course if you like to: 

• Explore the theoretical side of Computing 
• Use programming skills 
• Use Mathematical skills to solve problems 

 

  

GCSE Course 

Computing 
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Who is the course for? 

This new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on practical 
cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the 
working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this qualification focuses on nurturing students' practical 
cookery skills to give them a strong understanding of nutrition. 

How will I be assessed? 

This qualification is assessed by a combination of 2 portfolio-based assignments 50% and an external exam 
(50%). 

What could I do after the course? 

Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further study or embark on an 
apprenticeship or full time career in the catering or food industries. 

What else do I need to know? 

You can find out about all our Food Preparation and Nutrition qualifications at:  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/food-preparation-and-nutrition 

What will I be studying?                                           

Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics: 

• Food, nutrition and health 
• Food science 
• Food safety 
• Food choice 
• Food provenance. 

 

 

 

GCSE Course 

DT Food 
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Drama at ACS aims to actively engage students in the process of dramatic study in order to develop them as 
effective and independent learners. We give them the tools to be inspired, moved and changed by studying a 
broad and worthwhile curriculum. 

What will you need to succeed? 

A full understanding of: 

• Drama Techniques e.g. Chair duet, Split scene and Narration 
• Characterisation e.g. Vocal and Physical Skills 
• Production Elements e.g. costume, lighting, sound and props 
• Different forms of stimuli e.g. responding to play scripts, images and music 
• Approaching and deconstructing a text e.g. blocking, space/levels and interpreting a role. 
• Rehearsal process e.g. how to work in a group, time management and focus. 

You will also need to: 

• Complete all home learning tasks. 
• Demonstrate that you can work with everyone and are a team player. 
• Find links between different ideas, experiences and knowledge. 
• Take risks, try things out and be prepared to learn from things that do not work the first time. 
• See as much live theatre as you can and do research about styles, genres and practitioners. 
• Attend extra rehearsals during lunchtime and after school. 

Career ideas/progression route 
Qualification for students wishing to pursue a career involving communication and people related skills. There 
are a range of University courses you can study. Careers involve: Acting, Directing, Stage Design, Lighting, 
Journalism, Law, Theatre Administration, Television & Film Production, Teaching, Politics and Middle 
Management. 

What will you study? 
Unit 1 The Devising Process 40%  
Students devise a piece of theatre which they then perform. They will record the process in a portfolio. 
Internally assessed externally moderated.   
 

Drama 
GCSE Course 
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Unit 2 Text for Performance 20%  
Performance of two extracts from a text. Performed to an examiner – externally marked 
 

Unit 3 Theatre makers in practice 
(Written Exam: 1 hour 30 min. Sec A: Questions on a set text. Sec B: Live Theatre Evaluation).  

40% - Set text that is explored practically then answering questions from perspective of director, designer and 
rehearsal process. Evaluation of a piece of live theatre they have seen.  
 

What kind of student is suitable? 
You must have a love and passion for Drama, be self-motivated and be prepared to work at home. You will 
also be willing to work with a range of different people, go to trips and workshops and attend rehearsals out 
with the lesson. You will also be prepared to perform to a range of different audiences and share your work in 
progress   
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Course Outline 

The topics you will learn: 

• The Challenge of Natural Hazards 
• Physical Landscapes in the UK 
• The Living World 
• Urban Issues and Challenges 
• The Changing Economic World 
• Resource Management 

Field Trips 

The students will take two field trips, one in year ten and one in year eleven. One urban trip to East London 
and one trip to the countryside at Juniper Hall in Surrey.  

Assessment Exam Board: AQA 

• Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment: 1 Hour and 30 Minutes. 35% of GCSE 
• Paper 2: Challenges in The Human Environment: 1 Hour and 30 Minutes. 35% of GCSE 
• Paper 3: Geographical Applications: 1 Hour. 30% of GCSE  

English Baccalaureate: The EBacc is a set of qualifications that Russell group universities like Oxford, 
Cambridge and Queen Mary look for in their students. Geography is included in the EBacc 

Careers in Geography: 

• Environmental Consultant  
• Town Planner  
• Architect 
• International aid/development worker 
• Military careers 
• Lawyer and many more… 

 

 

GCSE Course 

Geography 
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Why Choose H&SC? 
           
If you are interested in developing an understanding of health and social care services; how social policy and 
legislation affects the provision of these services; and how different factors affect the development of human 
beings, then this course if for you! 
 
The issues within health and social care have been the subject of many political and social debates e.g., the 
privatization of the NHS, funding of health and social care services and the impact of poverty on families. Thus, 
making H&SC a relevant and interesting subject to study. 
 
What will I study? 
 
You will need to complete four units for the OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate. This course is 
equivalent to one GCSE.  It consists of two mandatory units which you will complete in year 10 and two units 
which will have to be completed in year 11. 
 
What skills will I gain? 
 
Through studying H&SC you will be able to develop 
a range of transferable skills, which include: verbal 
and written communication skills, analytical skills 
for gathering and recording relevant information 
and evidence, evaluative skills for discussing health 
and social care related topics and arguments to 
reach appropriate conclusions, recall and 
application skills of health and social care topics. 
 
Assessment – OCR Exam Board 
 
This course involves the successful completion of 
one 60 mark exam unit and three 60 mark 
coursework units over two years. 
 
Career Opportunities 
 
There is a huge variety of professional careers, occupations and further and higher university courses that 
studying health and social care can lead too, including: degrees in social sciences and related subjects, and 
careers in nursing, midwifery, teaching, social work, counselling, youth work. 
 
 

Year 10 Mandatory units Assessment 

 

R021: Essential values 
of care for use with 
individuals in care 
settings 

Written paper 1 hour 30 
OCR moderated 

R022: Communicating 
and working with 
individuals in health, 
social care and early 
years settings 

Centre assessed task 
OCR moderated 

Health & Social Care 

OCR National Certificate 
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The GCSE course comprises of four examined units. Students begin study of Nazi Germany in year 9, continue 
on to study the Cold War and Warfare-Through-Time in year 10 and focus on the Blitz and Anglo-Saxon 
England during year 11.  
 
Unit 1: International Relations: The Era of the Cold War 1943-1991  
Key Topic 1: How did the Cold War in Europe develop? 1943–56  
Key Topic 2: Three Cold War crises: Berlin, Cuba and Czechoslovakia c1957–69  
Key Topic 3: Why did the Cold War end? From détente (1972) to the collapse of the Soviet Union (1991) 
 
Unit 2: Germany 1918–39 
Key Topic 1: The Weimar Republic 1918–29  
Key Topic 2: Hitler and the rise of the Nazi Party 1919–33  
Key Topic 3: The Nazi dictatorship 1933–39  
Key Topic 4: Nazi domestic policies 1933–39  
 
Unit 3: Warfare through time c1250 – present 
Key Topic 1: Medieval Warfare and English Society 1250 - 1500  
Key Topic 2: Warfare and English Society in the Early Modern Period 1500-1700  
Key Topic 3: Warfare and British Society in the 18th and 19th Centuries 1700-1900  
Key Topic 4: Warfare and British Society in the Modern Era 1900-present  
Key Topic 5: London and the Second World War 1939-45  
 
Unit 4: Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 1060-1087 
Key Topic 1: Anglo-Saxon England and the Norman Conquest, 1060-66 
Key Topic 2: William I in power: securing the kingdom, 1066-87 
Key Topic 3: Norman England, 1066-88 
 
Why study History?  
History helps you discover how your world evolved. History also helps you develop the skills to look beyond 
the headlines, to ask questions properly, and to express your own opinions. History disciplines your mind and 
trains you how to think laterally and process information which helps develop an understanding of both past 
and present through comparison and evaluation of key events.  
 
Key Skills: Critical evaluation, analytical thinking, data interpretation, essay writing, speech writing and 
oratory careers. History students are highly prized by many sections of the professional world as it is a Russell 
Group subject. The types of jobs open to a History graduate include, but are not limited to; journalism, law, 
education, gaming consultancy, film and television production, civil service and also prime minister. 
 

GCSE Course 

History 
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History students are highly prized by many sections of the professional world as it is a Russell Group subject 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
What will you learn? 
 
You will study elements of the language, literature and culture of the Roman world. You will be inspired by a 
worthwhile curriculum and develop a sensitive and analytical approach to language generally. Your awareness 
of the continuing influence of the classical world on the history and culture of Europe will grow. You will learn 
about the similarities and differences between the classical world and later times. 
 
What skills do students need to be successful in this GCSE and beyond? 
 
You need to be able to think logically and have good analytical skills. We start the course from scratch. Latin 
vocabulary and grammar will give you  a greater understanding of English as well as other languages. 
Latin is highly regarded by universities and employers. 
 
 
How will you be assessed? 
 
Latin GCSE (9-1): 3 components - 2 are compulsory, the third offers options. 
 

1. Latin Language:  translate and comprehend a storyline in Latin. 
2. 'Latin Literature and Sources' students analyse literary styles, and learn the cultural and social context 

of the material. The themed approach sample a wide range of authors of both prose and verse. 
3. A personalised learning experience from two options: 

 
a. 3A Latin narrative literature with the option of studying either a prose or verse author. 

OR 
b. 3B Roman Civilisation: aspects of Roman life such as entertainment and leisure 

and Roman religion, using ancient source materials. 
 
 
Both Component 2 and Component 3A feature an 'open-book' assessment. 
 
 
 
 
 

Latin 

GCSE Course 
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What will you study? 

Media Studies provides you with the opportunity to combine academic analysis and understanding to creativity 
by making your own media products using the Adobe Creative Cloud Suite. The courses introduce you to 
various forms of media and its role in society. You will examine and explore a range of media products from 
film, television, advertising, gaming, news, radio and magazines. You will be introduced to a wide range of media 
terminology and use it to discuss and analyse these products whilst developing an understanding of how the 
media can affect audiences. The course in year 10 builds on the theoretical framework (media language, industry, 
representation and audience) taught in year 9. These concepts will be explored in greater depth with the addition 
of understanding how media products fit into contexts: social, cultural, historical, economics and political. Media 
studies is a unique subject as it incorporates elements of graphic design, ICT, photography, sociology, business 
studies, English and history. 

What type of student do you need to be? 

• Analytical, Creative, Dedicated and Organised 
• Enjoy working with technology 
• Able to work under pressure 
• Enjoy working in a team 

Career Paths: Film and Television, Journalism / Public Relations, Web Design and Production, Gaming / 
Animation, Advertising / Marketing, Graphic design, Radio 
 
How will you be assessed? 
 

EDUQAS GCSE (KS4 target in English 5+) 
Exam = 70% (2 papers) 
NEA = 30% (1 unit) 

OCR Cambridge Nationals (KS4 target in English 4) 
Exam = 25% (1 paper) 
NEA = 75% (3 units) 

 

On both courses, the NEA (non-examined assessment) units give you the opportunity to be independent 
learners, learn how to use new technology and software and have an understanding of the importance of working 
towards a deadline. The production exercises comprise of research into existing media products and using the 
information to plan and create your own. The exams will assess your knowledge and understanding of how the 
media communicates through visual, audio and technical codes, its influence on audiences and how it operates. 
You will also analyse historical and contemporary texts and suggest what impact it has on society. 

GCSE Course 

Media Studies  
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Subject: French and Spanish 

Students are studying GCSE Spanish or French with AQA. 

Year 10 and Year 11 

In Year 10 and 11, students follow the full course for Spanish and French. They will build on skills in 
reading, writing, listening and speaking. It is important that they recycle Key Stage 3 knowledge of 
Spanish or French whilst learning new vocabulary and grammatical structures to help them express 
more complex ideas. 

French and Spanish: Course Content 

Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based. 

• Theme 1: Identity and culture 
• Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
• Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

Careers in MFL: 

Finance, translating and interpreting, food and drink, law, sales and marketing, transport, tourism and 
leisure, public sector and international relations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Course 

MFL 
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Subject: Gujarati 

Students are studying for GCSEs in Gujarati with Pearson Edexcel. 

Year 10 and year11 

Over the course of year 10 and 11, students will complete a GCSE course in Gujarati learning 5 
main topics.  They will build on skills in listening, speaking reading and writing, and will make 
progress in a variety of tasks involving all of these skills. 

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Gujarati allows students to develop their ability 
to communicate with Gujarati native speakers in both speech and writing. Students will study a 
variety of contexts relevant to their age and interests and will also develop a greater awareness of 
the culture of Gujarati -speaking communities and countries.  

Topics  

The five themes are:  

1. Identity and culture  
2. Local area, holiday, travel 
3. School  
4. Future aspirations, study and work  
5. International and global dimension  



ASPIRE | COMMIT | SUCCEED 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music is considered to be a very important part of student's lives at ACS. They play in assemblies, concerts and 
visit other local schools and Brent Music events. Alperton also has the opportunity to take part in a Choir and 
Dhol ensemble which often play in school concerts. There are numerous opportunities for students to 
perform in solo and ensemble contexts, enabling them to consistently develop and refine their practical skills.  
 
As part of the GCSE course you will be required to be involved in the department, play an instrument or sing 
and have a passion for music. 
 
Why choose GCSE Music? 
In addition to helping students acquire subject knowledge, this specification: 

• Provides students the opportunity to gain self-confidence through performing to others  
• Develops team-working skills through performing with others  
• Extends students' creative skills through composing music as well as interpreting and performing 

music 
• Encourages the understanding of the importance of continuous self-evaluation and refinement in any 

musical process  
• Provides a solid foundation for progression to music related courses, including A-level Music, and a 

career in music professions 
 
What kind of student is suitable? 

• You must have a love and passion for Music, be self-motivated and be prepared to work 
independently at home.  

• • You will also be willing to work with a range of different people, practice your instrument and 
attend rehearsals for performances/concerts.  

• • You will also be prepared to perform to a range of different audiences and share your work in 
progress.  

• • You must be able to demonstrate that you can play or/and commit to playing an instrument to a 
good level by the end of the course. 

 
Careers in Music 
Jobs directly related to a degree in Music include: Freelance Musician, Private music teacher, Secondary 
school teacher, Composer, Music therapist, Sound technician, broadcasting/film/video. 
Careers where a degree in Music would be useful include: Arts administrator, Broadcast engineer, 
Community arts worker, Event manager, PPC (Pay Per Click) specialist, Radio broadcast assistant, Radio 
producer, Theatre stage manager, Festival Organiser. 
 
 

GCSE Course 

Music 
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How will I be assessed? 
 
Component 1: Understanding music Listening and Contextual Understanding 
40% 1 hour and a half written examination 
 
Section A 68 marks (Unfamiliar music)  
Section B 28 marks (Set works). 
 
Candidates explore 5 Areas of Study through 3 strands of learning. They will also have a collection of set 
works. Assessment is through an external examination marked by AQA examiners. Candidates respond to 
questions based on short musical excerpts drawing on music from all five Areas of Study.  There will be 
objective tests, structured responses and extended response. 
 
Component 2: Performing Music 
30% internally assessed and externally moderated 
 
Performance 1: Solo (36 marks)  
Performance 2: Ensemble (36 marks) 
 
You will deliver a solo performance and a performance as part of a group on your chosen instrument or voice. 
Both pieces combined will be no less than four minutes. The ensemble performance should be no less than 
one minute. These performances will be recorded and marked by your teacher and then moderated 
externally. 
 
Component 3: Composing Music 
30% internally assessed and externally moderated 
 
Composition 1: Composition to a Brief (36 marks)  
Composition 2: Free Composition (36 marks) 
 
A minimum of three minutes of music in total is required. 
Each composition must demonstrate selection and use of at least four types of musical element as follows: 
 
• at least two of rhythm, metre, texture, melody, structure, form 
• at least two of harmony, tonality, timbre, dynamics, phrasing, articulation. 
 
You will write a programme note of approximately 150 words for each composition, which clearly informs the 
assessor of the compositional intention, including the intended audience/occasion. 
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Course overview 
Students will study the AQA GCSE PE (Full Course) 
This course is an option, and will be taught over two years.  GCSE PE is not taught in core lessons. 
Students opting for GCSE PE will have 5 lesson per fortnight, and 2 hours per week for Core PE. 

 
Students with a genuine interest in PE and Sport are recommended for this GCSE Option.  We will look 
at your Science and English grades also when advising you on PE as an option. 

 
YEAR 10 & 11 CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT (40% overall mark) 
Students complete a range of practical activities throughout the course, with their 3 strongest scores 
contributing to their over score. The sports we cover vary every year to meet the needs of the students. 
Examples are: Netball, Football, Rounders, Table Tennis, Fitness and Cricket.  Some students can be 
assessed at clubs they take part in outside of school. 

 
Students complete and Analysis and Evaluation Task that will contribute towards their final grade.  
YEAR 10 & 11 EXAM CONTENT (60% overall mark) 

 
Theory 
Healthy Active Lifestyles – reason why we take part in physical activity  
The Human Body Systems – skeletal, muscular, respiratory, circulatory 
Fundamentals of health and exercise – how we train the human body 
Training methods – how to plan and improve performance through fitness training 
Risk assessment and first aid – making areas safe for physical activity and basic first aid 
Performance enhancing drugs and their effects on performance 
How will I be assessed? 
The exam is 1hour 30minutes long, and is marked out of 80 marks. 
We encourage all students to attend a club at Alperton or outside of school that enables them to 
improve performance. 

 
Useful Resources for all GCSE PE 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/znyb4wx 
http://www.brianmac.co.uk/index.htm 
http://www.teachpe.com/ 

  

GCSE Course 

Physical Education 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/znyb4wx
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http://www.brianmac.co.uk/index.htm
http://www.teachpe.com/
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Course overview 
 
Students will study the BTEC in Sport L1 
 
This is an option for students who have an interest in working in the Sports Sector (Leisure Industry, Personal 
Trainer).   
 
You are assessed on your leadership of activities and refereeing. 
 
Examination – 1 hour/50marks. 
 
Internal coursework assessment  
 
This course is an option, and will be taught over two years. Students opting for BTEC will have 5 lesson per 
fortnight, and 2 hours per week for Core PE. 
 
Students with a genuine interest in working in the Sports sector are recommended for this subject.   
 
We will look at your Science and English grades also when advising you on PE as an option. 
 
 
 

 

  

BTEC Course 

Physical Education BTEC 
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Why choose Psychology? 

Psychology is a fun and interesting subject.  It is scientific study of the mind and human behaviour. 
Psychologists try to gain an understanding of what motivates challenges and changes our behaviour to 
understand the world we live in. Psychologists carry out investigations such as experiments and observations 
to find out about the way people behave and interact.  

What will I study? 

The AQA GCSE Psychology programme is examination based and you will be required to sit two exams at the 
end of Year 11. Each exam will cover FOUR topics each and will contain a mixture of questions (i.e. multiple 
choice, short answer & extended writing).  

 
Paper 1: Cognition and behaviour 

     (50% of GCSE grade)       

 
Paper 2: Social Context and behaviour 

     (50% of GCSE grade)       
 

 
Topics that will be covered: 
 

1. Memory 
2. Perception 
3. Development 
4. Research Methods 

 
Topics that will be covered: 
 

5. Social Influence 
6. Language, thought and communication 
7. Brain and neuropsychology 
8. Psychological Problems 

 

What skills will I gain? 

Studying Psychology will develop your understanding of the human behaviour and provide you with specialist 
psychological knowledge on theories and key concepts. It will also strengthen your descriptive, analytical and 
evaluative skills which are vital for the exam. 

Having an understanding of different personalities and behaviour patterns will also allow you to build on your 
communication and interpersonal skills which will be helpful for team work activities. 

 

 

GCSE Course 

Psychology 
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Career Options 
 
Psychology can be useful in jobs that involve understanding human behaviour and where interacting with thers 
is necessary. The skills you gain from you studying Psychology can be useful for working in mental health, social 
work, teaching, research and management. Popular careers within Psychology are listed below: 
 

Clinical/Counselling Helping people with mental health needs. 
 

 
 

Education 

 
Supporting children who are experiencing difficulties with their 

education. 
 

 
Forensic 

Examining criminal behaviour and working closely with offenders and 
victims of crime. 

 
Occupational 

 

Developing strategies to help businesses increase job satisfaction for 
employees. 

 

 
Neuropsychology 

 
Examining functions of the brain and treating people with brain injuries. 

 

Sport 
Supporting people to develop mental strategies to improve their 

performance under the constant pressures they face. 
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What will you study? 
 
GCSE RS at Alperton achieves significantly above national average results; you will be taught by teachers of 
proven experience. The GCSE RS Specification consists of two components. The first will involve a detailed 
study of the beliefs and practices of two major world religions, currently Islam and Christianity, including their 
sacred texts, worship, festivals and authority figures. The second paper will examine key topics in the modern 
world such as Poverty, Families and War, and will draw upon a range of teachings from all the major religious 
traditions in the twenty first century, as well as the ideas of atheists and non-believers. The course is examined 
by two written exams, each of 1 hour 45 minutes, sat at the end of Year 11. There is no coursework or 
controlled assessment. 
 
What skills will I need? 
 
This course is great for followers of all religions and none! Students already studying their own faith out of 
school will be able to use that learning in school RS, but it is not essential. What is essential is the ability to 
think carefully about your own ideas and beliefs. You will need to listen to and respect the ideas of others and 
be able to explain the ideas of people who disagree with you. You will develop the skills to write formal 
academic text to answer written questions with maturity and style. An interest in current affairs and the news 
will be a big help as will a willingness to be open and debate. You will acquire significant and highly desirable 
skills of argument, thought and creative thinking. 
 
What will you study? 
 
RS is a formal academic subject that will lead naturally to any academic subject at Advanced Level, most 
obviously Philosophy and Ethics but also those such as History that involve the expression of ideas and 
arguments. A qualification in RS is well-regarded as a preparation for a number of different career paths, 
including teaching, social work and, given it is Ethical Studies, Medicine and the Law. 

 

  

GCSE Course 

Religious Studies 
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Why Choose Sociology? 
 
Sociology is exciting, interesting and relevant to 
student lives as it is now! How we are influenced by 
society, controversial social issues within society, and 
how society might change in the future are examined. 
You will develop an excellent critical knowledge and 
understanding of this society, and the interactions 
between different social and cultural groups within 
society. 
 
 
What will I study? 
 
You will learn about society through a range of 
different topics:  
During year 10, you will be introduced to the subject 
focus of Sociology and the sociological theories, 
concepts and research methods used to study and 
analyse society; examine the education system, its role 
within society, and the causes of different educational 
achievement of different social groups; also study the 
causes and effects of changes to the family and 
examine different types of families, marriage, divorce, 
married/non-married couple relationships, and 
parent-child relationships. 
In year 11 you will go on to examine the difference 
between and analyse the causes and effects of crime 
and deviance; and finally an examination of social 
inequality  and the ways in which life chances are 
influenced by differences in wealth, income, power 
and status, and social factors such as social class, 
gender and ethnicity. 

What skills will I gain? 
 
In addition to learning about society through the 
topics, you will develop a range of: 
 
Verbal and written communication skills; 
Skills of accurately interpreting information and data, 
which are presented in a variety of forms; 
Analytical skills for examining the social structures, 
social processes and social issues within society; 
Evaluative skills for assessing relevant evidence, and 
arguments to reach appropriate conclusions; 
Recall skills of sociological subject knowledge and 
content for the topics being assessed. 
 
Assessment – AQA Exam Board 
 
The exam requires the completion of two 1 hour and 
45 minutes written papers, each worth 50% of the 
final grade; including 8 essay questions which have to 
be completed across the two papers. 
 
Career Opportunities 
 
There is a huge variety of professional careers, 
occupations and further and higher university 
courses that studying sociology can lead too, 
including: degrees in social sciences and related 
subjects, and careers in law, teaching, civil service, 
social work, journalism, counselling, youth work, 
advertising and medicine. 

GCSE Course 

Sociology 
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Course Overview 

Exam Board – Edexcel 
100% examination 
The course will be taught in year 10 and year 11 

The Edexcel GCSE in Statistics provides students with the opportunity to develop skills in planning a statistical 
enquiry; collecting data, processing, analysing and representing data; interpreting and evaluating results and 
communicating plans, results and conclusions in a variety of forms, including using ICT. 

Assessment 
There will be two papers each worth 50% of the course on each paper. Each paper will be for 90 minutes. 
Each paper will be for 80 marks. 
There will be two Tiers: Foundation and Higher 

Progression 
This qualification prepares students for progression to further study of mathematics at AS and A level, and also 
to the study of AS Core Mathematics. These Level 3 qualifications prepare students for a variety of further 
progression routes. 

Students can also progress from this qualification to Level 3 qualifications in numerate disciplines, such as:  

• A Levels in the sciences 
• A Level Geography 
• A Level Psychology 
• A Level Economics 
• Other qualifications that require mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding. 

Careers 
Statisticians are in demand in all sectors of society, ranging from government, to business and industry, to 
universities and research labs. As a statistician you can be involved with the development of new lifesaving 
drugs in a pharmaceutical; the shaping of public policy in government; the planning of market strategy in 
business, or the management of investment portfolios in finance. Not only are there a wide variety of exciting 
opportunities for statisticians, but careers in statistics generally can be quite lucrative, with statisticians of 
sufficient experience often able to earn six-figure salaries. 

GCSE Course 

Statistics 




