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What will you study? 
 
GCSE RS at Alperton achieves significantly above national average results; you will be taught by teachers of 
proven experience. The GCSE RS Specification consists of two components. The first will involve a detailed 
study of the beliefs and practices of two major world religions, currently Islam and Christianity, including their 
sacred texts, worship, festivals and authority figures. The second paper will examine key topics in the modern 
world such as Poverty, Families and War, and will draw upon a range of teachings from all the major religious 
traditions in the twenty first century, as well as the ideas of atheists and non-believers. The course is examined 
by two written exams, each of 1 hour 45 minutes, sat at the end of Year 11. There is no coursework or 
controlled assessment. 
 
What skills will I need? 
 
This course is great for followers of all religions and none! Students already studying their own faith out of 
school will be able to use that learning in school RS, but it is not essential. What is essential is the ability to 
think carefully about your own ideas and beliefs. You will need to listen to and respect the ideas of others and 
be able to explain the ideas of people who disagree with you. You will develop the skills to write formal 
academic text to answer written questions with maturity and style. An interest in current affairs and the news 
will be a big help as will a willingness to be open and debate. You will acquire significant and highly desirable 
skills of argument, thought and creative thinking. 
 
What will you study? 
 
RS is a formal academic subject that will lead naturally to any academic subject at Advanced Level, most 
obviously Philosophy and Ethics but also those such as History that involve the expression of ideas and 
arguments. A qualification in RS is well-regarded as a preparation for a number of different career paths, 
including teaching, social work and, given it is Ethical Studies, Medicine and the Law. 
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