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English Language 
 
English Language focuses on students’ ability to 

read and respond to different texts. They will be 

asked to write analytically about different pieces of 

writing and also to use ideas found in these texts to 

write their own fiction and non-fiction texts. 

 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing 
1 hour 45 minutes 

 

The exam is divided into two sections. Section A 

is focused on Reading based on one literature 

fiction text. Section B is focused on writing a 

descriptive or narrative piece of writing. The exam 

is out of 80 marks and counts for 50% of the final 

grade. 

 

Paper 2:  Writers’ Viewpoints and 
Perspectives  
1 hour 45 minutes.  

 

The exam is split into two sections. Section A is 

focused on Reading, and involves one non-fiction 

text and one 19th Century non-fiction text. Section 

B is focused on writing to present a viewpoint. The 

exam is out of 80 marks and counts for 50% of the 

final grade. Spelling, punctuation and grammar will 

be assessed through the writing part of both 

papers. 

 

Speaking and Listening Endorsement 
Students will have a speaking and listening task that 

will be assessed in school and reported separately. 

They are marked by their teachers. They are 

assessed on presentation, responding to questions 

and feedback and use of Standard English. 

English Literature 
 

English Literature asks students to respond to 

Shakespeare and 19th Century texts, unseen 

poetry and poetry surrounding the theme of 

conflict. 

 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and 19th Century 
Novel 
1 hour 45 minutes 

 

Students will answer one question on a 

Shakespeare play they will study in Section A of 

the exam. They will be required to write in detail 

about an extract from the play and then the whole 

play. Section B is where students will answer one 

question on a 19th Century novel they have 

studied. They will be required to refer to an 

extract from the novel to write in detail about the 

whole novel. The paper is out of 64marks and 

counts for 40% of the overall grade. 

 

Paper 2 Modern texts and poetry  
2 hours and 15 minutes 
 

Students are assessed on Modern Texts (play or 

novel), Poetry from an Anthology and Unseen 

Poetry. Students will answer an essay question 

from a choice of two studied. Section B is where 

students will answer one comparative question on 

one named poem printed on the paper and 

another from their Anthology cluster. Section C is 

where students answer a question from an unseen 

poem and one question comparing this poem with 

a second unseen poem. The paper is out of 96 

marks and counts for 60% of the whole GCSE. 
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