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Politics 

Pre-Enrolment Task Instructions Description of the Course 

 
Keep a diary of significant political news events over the summer.  You must 
collect clippings or print-outs of articles from newspapers.  You must use:  The 
Telegraph    The Guardian     The Economist 
The Independent        The Times        The New Statesman 

 These are serious, broadsheet newspapers.  Tabloids are not acceptable 

(because the level of information and analysis is too basic).  

 The articles you are looking for are comment articles.  These are articles by 

commentators who are analysing the news or giving their opinion on it.   

 

You should collect ten or more articles on a variety of political topics and by a 

number of different writers and newspapers.  The focus should be on British 

politics, but you can choose a few international articles too.  For each clipping you 

need to record your thoughts on the article, using the questions below as prompts. 

You will study 3 components. 

 Component 1 – UK Political participation, the ideas of Conservatism, 

Socialism and Liberalism. 

 Component 2 – Government of the UK and the ideology of 

Feminism. 

 Component 3 – Government and Politics of the United States of 

America 

In  Preparation for the Course 

Download the specification and research the course on the AQA 
website. Bring this with you to your lesson.  

You will need to purchase the following materials: Ensure your bring 

with you an A4 Folder, lined writing paper, pencils, a ruler, rubber, 

sharpener and pens of various colours 

Task Assessment & Guidance Recommended Reading 

You should consider the following questions: 

•     Is the commentator positive or negative about what is happening? 
•  Is the commentator considering all of the evidence?  

•  How fair is their analysis?  

•  Do you agree with the commentator’s views?  Why or why not? 

•  If you were in charge, what would you do differently to the politicians? 

•  What do you think the long-term consequences might be of the event that is 

being analysed?  How might it affect politics in the future? 

Get into the habit of following the news: both in newspapers and by 

watching television programmes such as Newsnight, Channel 4 

News, Dispatches, The Daily Politics and The Andrew Marr Show. 

•  Visit the websites of the political parties in the UK (Conservative, 

Labour, SNP, and Liberal Democrat) and see what they say about 

themselves. 

•  For a really good head start on the course, consider reading the 

following books: “Servants of the People” and “The End of the Party”  

All of your Pre – Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted on Enrolment Day – August 2017 

 

  


