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Dear Parent/Carer 

This brings us to a close of another academic year which has seen 

many achievements within the centre.     

At the end of June our Year 11 students left us and moved on to new 

opportunities with college, training providers or a suitable place of  

employment.  Prior to their leaving date, extensive work has been 

done with all Year 11 students to work towards achieving at least a 

Level 1 qualification in English, Maths and ICT.  In addition to this 

qualifications have been taken in BTEC Home Cooking Skills Level 2 

as well as lessons in Financial Education Level 1; all of which will give 

students good preparation for the next stage of their career.   A    

number of students have also gone on to take GCSE examinations 

and are awaiting these results which are due out on the 24th August. 

They celebrated this occasion with a reward day at Gravity Force 

where they had an enjoyable day.  We wish them every success and 

hope they come back to visit to share with us their new learning     

opportunities.   

The Beacon Centre is a ‘Short Stay’ provision to assist students who 

are at risk or who have been permanently excluded from school.  

Over the last year we have seen a significant rise in the number of 

students who have accessed the provision.  Although this is a       

concern, it is also a testament to the work of the centre where we are 

trying to engage with a larger number of students to enable them to 

be placed in the most appropriate provision.  Some students will    

remain with us in September to allow further interventions to take 

place but we would like to wish all those who are moving on at the 

end of term every success in their new school and hope you will keep 

us informed of your progress. 

There are a number of staff who will be leaving the centre at the end 

of this term.  Miss Craggs, Mrs Bellerby, Mrs Macdougall and Mrs 

McCalvey will be moving and we would like to take this opportunity to 

wish them every success in their new ventures. 

Finally, I would like to inform you that I will also be leaving the service 

after working for Alternative Education for the last 8 years.  I wish to 

thank all parents for the support you have given me during my time at 

the centre.  Mrs Whelan will be taking over my post in September and 

I know I am leaving the service in good hands 

where she will continue to work in partnership 

with you for the best outcomes for all those 

students attending The Beacon Centre.  

 Yours faithfully      

               A Poole 

Mrs A Poole 



2 

Leading The Way To A Brighter Future 

 

Important Dates 
 

School Closes  

21st July 2017 

School Returns 

4th September 2017 

School Closes  

20th October 2017 

School Returns 

30th October 2017 

 

Contact Details 

 

The Beacon Centre 

Temple Park Road 

South Shields 

NE34 0QA 
 

0191 454 6254 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Physical Education 

 

This academic year P.E has been split into two units, theory and practical. The theory 
unit focused on exploring components of fitness including sports nutrition, obesity and 
sporting role models. The students used a range of different research methods and 
presented their information on PowerPoint, posters and leaflets. 

 

The practical activities this term have included kickboxing, boxing, football,           
badminton, basketball, and strength and conditioning fitness training. As part of the      
curriculum the students have also visited  different venues such as kickboxing gyms, 
local parks and bike trails. This has allowed the students to gain new experiences 
and gain new skills. 
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English 
In English lessons both our KS3 and KS4 students 
have been honing their reading skills. They have 
explored a variety of words from both 19

th
 century 

and modern texts. They have looked at word       
definitions and synonyms and have worked hard to 
ensure that they can identify and interpret explicit 
and implicit information and ideas. They have also 
spent some time learning how to analyse language 
and structural devices and the effects created for 
the reader. 

 

 

 

 

They have also been using formal language to    
produce their transactional writing pieces. Another 
focus for this type of writing has been using          
paragraphs and punctuation effectively. Some    
students have written speeches whilst others have 
constructed formal letters. 

 

 

Maths 
This term KS3 have been learning about probability 
and how to use it to predict the next card.  They also 
looked at where probability may help in real life.  
They have also looked at circles and statistical 
graphs.  
At the end of the term students will be working on a 
functional skills maths project about planning a     
holiday.  The students are given a budget of £3000 to 
plan a holiday for themselves and 3 others.  They 
must look at the cost, accommodation and things to 
do. 

 

 

 

 

KS4 have also been working on real life statistical 
information. Constructing and interpreting appropriate 
tables, charts and diagrams from statistical           
information from Ebay and Amazon. They have also 
been working on constructions, how to construct a 
triangle accurately; draw an angle bisector and a               
perpendicular bisector to cut an angle and a line   
exactly in half, which led onto loci. 

ICT & Computing 

In KS3 students are working on the new national 
framework of grades. These grades provide the 
opportunity for students to reach their full potential 
in a clear and structured way. Students have    
covered: Computer science, information            
technology, and digital literacy. 

 

In KS4 students have been working on the Edexcel 
Functional Skills ICT. Students completed the 
course and then had the opportunity to sit an 
online exam. Students can undergo entry level, 
followed by level 1 and then progress further onto 
level 2. 
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Money & Finance 
 

 

 

 

The teaching of Financial Capability Skills is a 
compulsory requirement for maintained schools in 
England. The shift towards an                           
increasingly cashless society, and more financial 
products and services available than ever         
before, is making it harder for young people to 
navigate their personal finances. This year we are 
working with LIBF to pilot the Lessons in Financial 
Education Course (LIFE).  Students will learn 
about managing money, safer borrowing and how 
to identify fraud and scams.  We have been       
especially focusing on the decision to leave the 
European Union and exploring if this will impact on 
our personal and national finances.  

 

 

 

Are you interested in improving your own money 
management skills?  We can offer the LIFE course 
free to parents of current students attending The 
Beacon Centre, all work is online and it takes only 
a few hours of your time.  You can even work   
towards achieving a Level 1 Certificate.  

Interested?  Contact Mrs Whelan:  
0191 4546254. 

Work Related Learning 
This term the students have 
enjoyed placements with     
Resources NE, a construction 
based skills  provider; The 
Wheels Project  a vehicle,   
mechanics provider and The 
Beacon Centre Primary Unit 

where one  student has gained valuable experience in 
primary education. 

The Year 10 and Year 11 students 
have also had a meeting with Clare 
from Connexions about their future  
careers and attended the South    
Tyneside Training Providers Network 
Careers Convention at Ocean Road 
Community Centre.     

                             Media Studies 
 In Media Studies students have been    

focussing on different types of media and 

how we are affected by them. 

 

Students have looked at a range of media, 

e.g. news, radio, TV; exploring how it is     

manipulated to convey a certain message 

and how it can be biased. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fblue16media.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F03%2FSocialMediaIconcollage.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.blogherald.com%2F2014%2F12%2F19%2Ftop-10-important-things-you-didnt-know-about-social-media%2F&
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Home Cooking Skills 
A busy term has seen the students making a variety 

of meals based on chicken including: chicken      

kebabs, chicken stir fry, chicken with tomatoes, 

stuffed chicken breast, kashmir chicken curry and 

chicken fajitas. 

 

 

 

 

 

The term has ended 

with the students      

learning how to make a 

range of desserts.  

The Malteaser and    

rainbow cookies were 

very popular but the         

chocolate sponge with chocolate sauce proved to 

be the favourite!!! 

 

 

 

 
A huge congratulations to all the students who 

worked very hard to achieve a BTEC Level 2      

qualification in Home Cooking Skills this year. This 

years centre examiner said she was ‘blown away by 

the standard of the work’ and ‘a huge                  

congratulations to you and your learners on such 

fabulous work!’ 

Photography 
This term the students  have been out and about   

taking photographs for their portfolios on the theme 

of Portraits; using the BFL target of  Teamwork the 

students have had to 

help each other by 

posing for their    

photographs and 

asking staff politely 

when they took 

theirs. Students 

have worked on creating their own graffiti style    

posters using their photographs from the Hendon 

Streets Project in Sunderland and helped create a 

huge collage of staff and students for display in the 

corridor. 

 

 

 

 

The rest of the term has 

been busy with the Vision 

for Education photography 

competition where the  

students can enter their 

three best pictures for the 

chance to win some great 

prizes and they are        

eagerly awaiting the end of 

term for the announcing of 

the winner. 
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 Preparation for 

Working Life 
This course helps 
students to have 
the skills, 
knowledge and  
understanding to 
prepare them for 
working life, now and in the future, as         
confident individuals and members of society. 
This term the students have been discussing 

the qualities of a good employee and         

employer and discovering how using tobacco, 

alcohol and drugs can impact on their health 

and affect their employment. 

In May, four year 11 students  sat the level 1 

qualification and are awaiting the results on 

24th August. 
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Assemblies 

Every Friday an assembly is held for all of the staff 

and students to attend. Each member of staff have 

lead an assembly which have covered a wide range 

of topics, focusing on our social responsibilities,  

morals and values.  These have included             

Remembrance Day, supporting charities, kindness 

to others and attendance.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The assemblies are a great way to end the week 

and in secondary we have incorporated celebrations 

with Tacky Tutor Trophy of the week and primary 

have certificates for star pupil.   

Year 11 Leavers 

The Year 11 students decided for their leaving celebration to leave with a bounce 
and visited Gravity Force with their tutor Mrs Johnson. This was followed by a 
visit to the cinemas to see ‘Transformers: The Last Knight’ and ended with a   
pizza at Pizza Express. It was a real chance to unwind and let their hair down     

together to mark the end of their school career.  

The Beacon Centre would like to extend a huge thank you to Vision for Education for kindly sponsoring this 
event. 
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Beacon Centre Pupil Survey 2016 – 2017 
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Every year we carry out a survey of our students, to enable staff to fully understand 

their views about the Beacon Centre.  

Below are some of the results obtained from this survey: 
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Primary 

 

 

School Pets 

Max our Giant African Land Snail is now 7 months old 
and he has grown so much.  We all work together to 
look after him and feed him.  We also rehomed 4   
goldfish – their names are Turbo, Cheeky Greg, Bolt 
and Goldie – they live in a big fish tank in the main hall. 

 

 

PE Lessons 

Every week we go to the Secondary School to have our PE lessons with Louise in the Sports Hall.  We 
have  focussed on basic movement such as running, development of balance, agility and co-ordination 
through  participation in team games.  We have also loved working on the outdoor gym equipment. 

 

School Dinners 

This term we have been joining our friends at Marine Park Primary School to have our lunch in their big 
hall   every Tuesday and Wednesday.  We really enjoy going to visit and getting to know the children. 

 

Football Coaching 

We had some football coaching sessions from Durham FA.  It was great fun and we learned some new 
skills such as dribbling, controlling the ball and putting the brake on to stop it.   

Leading The Way To A Brighter Future 
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Outdoor Space 
 

Our outdoor space had a fabulous makeover in the Easter Holidays.  We now have astro turf, a 

track, goal target, outdoor exercise equipment, memory games and an exercise station.  We love 

our new space and we have used it for PE sessions, football coaching and outdoor  learning.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

End of Year Trip 

The Primary children thoroughly enjoyed their end of year trip 

to the exciting ‘Adventure Valley’ in Durham. We had lots of 

fun exploring the indoor and outdoor fun areas, adventure golf 

and the new pirate water wars area. 

 

Sports Day 

On Thursday 20
th
 July we are looking forward to welcoming the parents, carers and guardians of the 

primary children to our Sports Day.  We will be playing a range of games and having a lovely end of 

term celebration. 

 

School Song 

We have our own School Song and it is called ‘The More We Get Together’. We sing this every   

Friday at our assembly and every time we are on the minibus going on a trip.  We can’t wait to sing 

this at our Sports Day.  The words are: 

 

The more we get together, together, together 

The more we get together, the happier we’ll be 

Because your friends are my friends and my friends are your friends 

The more we get together the happier we’ll be 

Leading The Way To A Brighter Future 
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GBLT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art work to promote GBLT – ‘Don’t hide in the closet, breakout and be you’ 

 

Leading The Way To A Brighter Future 

 Thurston Residental Weekend  

As a reward for attending the three events and also to continue the shared values and respect from GBLT 

the students participated in a residential to Thurston.  This was a fantastic weekend.  One of our students 

was even praised for her positive interaction with students from other schools.  Afterwards the feedback 

from students are amazing; ‘GBLT built up my confidence up to interact with the other young people who 

have additional needs. The best bit was being trusted to go.’ 

 

Well done to all involved and we look forward to being able to attend next year where the topic will be     

discussing ‘Body Image’.    

Two of our students at The Beacon Centre were selected to be involved in Young People’s Parliament 

GBLT Learning/Training Events.  There was three events which discussed the issues in schools and real 

life experiences of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender community.  

 

The events were very successful and allowed our students to mix with other special and mainstream 

schools.  The art work produced by one of our students has been voted to be used as a school resource for 

further GBLT work.   
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Beyond the Baseline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the course, Jade talked to the students about how she achieved her personal sporting success and 

also delivered sessions on 4 key Life & Employability Skills. Jade  delivered three tennis sessions coaching 

a range of skills used in tennis. As a result of the Beacon Centre participating, the school received new mini 

tennis racquets, balls and an indoor net for free.  

‘Beyond the Baseline' is a free programme run in selected schools across Great Britain. Beyond the      

Baseline uses inspirational tennis mentors to nurture pupil's aspirations and put them on the path to    

achieving them. The Beacon Centre mentor was Jade Windley; an ex tennis professional who had           

competed at Wimbledon and the Common Wealth Games. 
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Rewards Day  
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On Friday the 14th of July some students were selected to  participate in a trip to Gravity Force. This was a 

reward for attendance and behaviour over this term.  The students really enjoyed themselves and so did 

the staff.  Mrs Warren was encouraged to join in.   

 

 

Gravity Force is as fun as it sounds; a huge expanse of wall to wall, floor level, fully monitored             

trampolines, with dedicated sessions full of bouncy energy-burning active fun! From tots to teens, families 

to friends, to anyone who loves being active and having fun, Gravity Force has a session for you—what 

are you waiting for? 
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Vivos 
Vivos are used in school to promote student engagement and to inspire students to reach their potential in 

school, at home and in life. They provide a platform that is personal, social, gamified, holistic, rewarding and self

-reflective. Vivo fosters the motivation and inspiration necessary for deep learning, as well as the foundations for 

lifelong learning.   Vivo maps and tracks what students find inspiring, and learns what makes them tick. Use   

Vivo to connect students to added-value extracurricular opportunities tailored to their personal ambitions. Vivo 

helps students develop life’s essential skills. Soft skills, emotional intelligence, character-building, employability 

and transferable skills can all be honed with Vivo. We use frameworks set by Ofsted, DfE and many more. Vivos 

are a digital record of achievement aimed to meet the demands of the modern world, students need a way to 

demonstrate their achievements. The Vivo Profile is a digital record of a student’s character, skills, inspirations 

and aspirations. Students can use it to showcase the excellence of their whole person: the personal statement 

of the future. 

Leading The Way To A Brighter Future 
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Mental Health Awareness  Week 

The Beacon Staff celebrating Mental Health Awareness  Week. Throughout the week the induction  

students showed great interest in mental health issues due to personal experiences, curiosity and myths. 

From the lesson students did their own research and designed posters and wrote stories.  

  

As the mental heath for staff is equally important we ended the week with small gifts, inspirational 

quotes and a joke leaving us in good spirits for the weekend ahead. 
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Cafe 

 

Just a few reminders about the expectations before school, at break time and at lunchtime. 
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The Beacon Centre has a new recruit  

Welcome to our bearded dragon; his name is Toothless. He eats salad and fruit as well as live locus and crickets.  

He also eats mealworms.   

Toothless cannot regulate his own 

temperature so his home is heated 

with a heat lamp and he likes to be 

sprayed with cold water to cool 

down. He sometimes likes to visit 

classrooms  to see what students 

are doing in lessons. 

Have a nice summer  

and  

STAY SAFE 

Leading The Way To A Brighter Future 
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