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On 11th July we were visited by Alter Ego Creative       

Solutions who performed ‘Chelsea’s Choice’: a moving         

performance about child sexual exploitation. Students were 

extremely engaged with the performance and learned a lot 

from what they saw about staying safe themselves.      

Chelsea’s Choice is aimed at Young people (aged 12+), 

parents, carers, teachers & professionals working with 

young people, The Police & the CPS. 

The play has been seen by thousands of young 

people & hundreds of professionals & has prov-

en highly effective at covering:- 

 What makes a Healthy Relationship 

 What makes an Unhealthy Relationship 

 Safe Internet Use/Sexting 

 What is Consent 

 The Grooming Process, Child Sexual Exploita-

tion & the differing  models & methods 

 Where to go for help & advice 

For adult audiences it also:- 

 Raises Awareness of ‘The Warning Signs of CSE’ 

 Raises Awareness of the journey that young people may 

have been on that has resulted in them being exploited – a 

journey that can all too easily make it seem as though they 

have ‘made their own choices’ and can leave them not    

seeing themselves as victims and fighting against any     

intervention. 

 Raising young peoples’ awareness of child sexual    

exploitation is key in helping to prevent them from becoming 

victims of this crime.  AlterEgo’s safeguarding drama, 

‘Chelsea’s Choice’, does this by creatively tackling the issue 

of child sexual exploitation, exploring the different ways that 

young people can be drawn into abusive relationships and 

illustrating some of the consequences.  

- Nathalie Walters, Chief Executive, Safe and Sound Derby  
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Dear Parent/ Carer 

 

We come to the end of another successful year at The Beacon Centre.   

Year 11 students have left us and moved onto to further opportunities with 
an apprenticeship, at college or with training providers.  Support has been 
offered with visits and transitional work to ensure all students have been  
successfully placed.  At this moment in time, most of students will leave with 
at least one recognised qualification in literacy or numeracy and many     
students have achieved both.  They are also awaiting GCSE results which 
are due out in August.  In June, three Year 11 students in recognition of their 
hard work with their examinations, went Karting with Mrs Johnson and Mr 
Ayton from Vision.  A fantastic time was had by all.  We wish them every 
success and hope they come back to visit to share with us their success.   

In June, five students were selected by earning Vivos for good behaviour, 
participated in a three day residential with three members of staff at 
Whithaugh Outdoor Centre in the Scottish Borders. Students fully engaged in 
enrichment activities that they would not normally be able to access such as 
gorge walking, bush craft skills, raft building, abseiling and being part of an 
extended “family” with consistency, routine and positive role models.        
Students also practiced essential life skills such as making their own bed, 
cleaning up after meals and shopping on a budget. 

As part of their timetable, all of next years Year 11 students will be out of the 
centre for one day a week attending a placement to allow them to gain     
additional qualifications in vocational areas. 

At the end of this term we will see seven members of staff move onto new    
ventures.  Mr Kitchen has gained new employment and will be working for 
the Red Cross Service.   He has worked for Alternative Education for the last 
eleven years where he has been involved a wide range of outdoor activities.  
Following his time at The Beacon Centre, Mr Moody has decided to train to 
become a teacher which he will begin in September.  Ms Heppell, Ms      
Gibson and Miss Scott have worked at the secondary provision and Mrs 
McCallum and Mrs Cameron have worked at the primary provision for      
several months and are moving on to new roles.  We wish them every     
success in their new roles.   

Thank you for your continued support and hope all students have a safe and 

enjoyable holiday.   

 

 

Yours faithfully 

A Poole 
Mrs A Poole 

Service Manager 
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Term Dates 

Wednesday 20th July 2016 

School closes – Summer holidays 

Monday 5th September 2016 

School reopens for students 

Friday 21st October 2016 

School closes - Half term holidays 

Monday 31st October 2016 

School reopens for students 

Contact Details 

 

The Beacon Centre 

Temple Park Rd 

South Shields 

NE34 0QA 
 

0191 454 6254 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Tootoot Safeguarding Platform 

 

All parents and guardians worry about their children 

whether they are at primary school or university. 

Tootoot is a safeguarding platform, which allows   

students to safely report any worries and  incidents of 

cyber bullying, racism, extremism, radicalisation,  

sexism, mental health and homophobic issues      

directly to their place of learning.    

Sometimes students are too scared or simply aren't 

confident enough to speak to someone face-to-face 

about their concerns, for fear of being identified and 

making matters worse. With tootoot, students are 

able to safely and anonymously tell their place of 

learning about their concerns and worries, as a first 

step to resolving them.  

The parent feature within tootoot, allows parents and 

guardians to report their own  concerns anonymously, 

directly to their child's place of learning.  All pupils 

have been issued with a log in, should you require 

more information regarding this tool, please contact 

Mrs Whelan.      https://tootoot.co.uk/ 
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Cafe 

 

Just a few reminders about the changes to expectations before school, at break time and at lunchtime. 
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Vivo’s 
Vivos are used in school to promote student engagement and to inspire students to reach their potential in 

school, at home and in life. They provide a platform that is personal, social, gamified, holistic, rewarding and self

-reflective. Vivo fosters the motivation and inspiration necessary for deep learning, as well as the foundations for 

lifelong learning.   Vivo maps and tracks what students find inspiring, and learns what makes them tick. Use Vi-

vo to connect students to added-value extracurricular opportunities tailored to their personal ambitions. Vivo 

helps students develop life’s essential skills. Soft skills, emotional intelligence, character-building, employability 

and transferable skills can all be honed with Vivo. We use frameworks set by Ofsted, DfE and many more. Vivos 

are a digital record of achievement aimed to meet the demands of the modern world, students need a way to 

demonstrate their achievements. The Vivo Profile is a digital record of a student’s character, skills, inspirations 

and aspirations. Students can use it to showcase the excellence of their whole person: the personal statement 

of the future. 
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English 
Our students have been very busy investigating a 
‘crime scene’ at The Beacon Centre. They have   
acted in role as police officers, forensic investigators 
and journalists in order to develop the skills        
necessary to speak and write for different audiences 
and purposes. They have produced some fantastic 
pieces of writing and have enjoyed ‘solving’ the   
murder. They have also used drama to enhance 
their speaking and listening skills by acting in role to 
interview ‘suspects’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are also looking at what 
our language   reveals about 
us. We are studying accent, 
dialect, sociolect and idiolect 
and are       discovering that 
they all show: where we are 
from, how old we are, our 
interests and our beliefs.  

Maths 
This term KS3 have been learning about probability 
and what makes a fair game.  They also looked at 
where probability may help in real life.  They have 
also looked at circles and statistical graphs.  
At the end of the term students will be working on a 
functional skills maths project about planning a     
holiday.  The students are given a budget of £3000 to 
plan a holiday for themselves and 3 others.  They 
must look at the cost, accommodation and things to 
do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS4 have been working on functional skills         

mathematics.  They were given a project to design a 

garden for a rap star.  Students had to design and 

draw their garden plan to scale.  The garden needed 

to have a fence around 3 sides, a patio area, a 

decked party area with a hot tub or a pagoda, a pond 

and any other accessories they wished to put in.    

Students then had to find the cost of all materials to 

build their gardens and write a covering letter to the 

rap star outlining their design with a full cost. 

ICT & Computing 

In KS3 students are creating a video and music for a    

specific scenario.  Students are creating either a music 

video for singer or group, or an introduction title and music 

to a reality TV show. Students will research music videos 

or TV shows online, they will focus on the video and    

music aspect evaluating them.  

In KS4 students have been developing their skills on 

Sketch Up - 3D modelling software they can use to design 

anything they like.  Students started by drawing lines and 

shapes, then used push and pull surfaces to turn them 

into 3D forms before finally stretching, copying, rotating 

and painting to make their own ’dream house’.  They are 

competing to design the best ’house’.  Staff will judge the 

competition in the last week of term.   
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Money & Finance 
This term in money and finance pupils have been 

involved in an enterprise project. Students started 

by finding a gap in a product market and thinking of 

their own ideas for a product.  

 

After deciding a   product to make, 

students designed and planned their 

product so they could look at how 

much it would cost to make and     

produce. 

 

Cash flow was analysed to see how much profit the 

students would make from sales. We looked at the 

importance of advertising and logo creation and  

designed our own logos and slogans for the      

products. Throughout the project students were  

engaged and really enjoyed designing their own 

shoes, bike parts and spray paints!  

Work Related  

Learning 
The Year 11 students worked with 

offsite providers Resources NE, TCV, 

The Wheels Project and The Beacon 

Centre Primary 

Unit gaining    

practical      

experience in a    

variety of jobs.  

 

Now the Year 11 students 

have moved on the current 

Year 10 cohort are being 

offered taster sessions with 

the providers ready to  

identify placements for the 

new school year. 

Media Studies 

 

In Media Studies students have been        

focussing on the movie ‘The Freedom      

Writers’.  Hilary Swank stars as the teacher 

who gives students whose lives are torn apart 

by violence and racial tension a voice of their 

own. We watched as this group of 

‘unteachable’ teens discover the power of 

tolerance, reclaim their shattered lives and 

change their world. Students were amazed 

that this is in fact a true story.  We have done 

extension work on heroes, moral                  

responsibility, Rodney King and the LA riots,              

racial/cultural differences where we live, and 

violence on TV and in movies. All students 

will soon complete a movie review. 
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The British Nutrition Foundation (BNF) Healthy Eating Week 2016 took place 

from 13th-17th June. The purpose of BNF Healthy Eating Week is to provide a 

dedicated week in the year where UK workers and school children can       

simultaneously focus on healthy eating and drinking, and physical activity, in 

order to   encourage healthier living.  

For the week, we set five health challenges: have breakfast; have 5 A DAY; 

drink plenty; get active; try something new. 

The key to a healthy diet is to: eat the right amount of calories for how active you are, so that you balance 

the energy you consume with the energy you use. If you eat or drink too much, you'll put on weight. If you eat 

and drink too little, you'll lose weight.  Eat a wide range of foods to ensure that you're getting a balanced diet 

and that your body is receiving all the nutrients it needs. 

It is recommended that men have around 2,500 calories a day (10,500 kilojoules). Women should have 

around 2,000 calories a day (8,400 kilojoules). Most adults are eating more calories than they need, and 

should eat fewer calories. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autoserviceprices.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcar-repair-wrench.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autoserviceprices.com%2Fminor-car-repairs-diy-hire-mechanic%2F&docid=553ANgnevUaSMM&tbnid=
http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/loseweight/Pages/understanding-calories.aspx
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Vision for Education are hosting a photography competition this year 

which is open to all students.  If you would like to participate or need 

further information please don’t hesitate to ask Mrs Johnson! 

Competition  Time! 
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Counselling & Mentoring 

Counselling /Mentoring sessions are continuing and are open 

to all students. This service gives the pupils the opportunity to 

have regular one to one confidential sessions.  

The counselling service is also open to all parents/carers and 

can be accessed by contacting the Beacon Centre on 

4546254. 

The Outreach service is also open to other schools and is 

continuing to grow steadily. 
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Home Cooking 
A busy term has seen the students making a variety 

of meals based on chicken including: chicken      

kebabs, chicken stir fry, chicken with tomatoes, 

stuffed chicken breast, Kashmir chicken curry, 

chicken fajitas and chicken paella.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The term has ended with the students learning how 

to make a range of desserts. The Malteaser and 

rainbow cookies were very popular but the         

chocolate sponge with chocolate sauce proved to 

be the favourite!!! 

Photography 
This term the students  

have been out and about 

taking photographs for 

their portfolios on the 

theme of Portraits; using 

the BFL target of      

teamwork the students 

have had to help each 

other by posing for their 

photographs or when they have photographed staff 

ask politely. 

The rest of the term has been busy with the Vision for 

Education photography competition where the pupils 

can enter their three best pictures for the chance to 

win some great prizes. 
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Key Stage 1 
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We love reading in Reception – especially 

stories about animals. Our new reading area 

has proved very popular. Y6 have even been 

in to support our children with reading for 

pleasure – Reception were very pleased!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been doing lots of writing practice in 

Reception. Some of our children have been 

trying to write neatly on lines. We have     

developed a writing office which the children 

are loving. They are challenging themselves 

to write days of the week, tricky and high  

frequency words and remember their finger 

spaces. Mostly, our writing office becomes a 

vetinary surgeons. Our resident vets, write 

notes up on the animals and check them over 

for a good heart beat using a stethoscope.  
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Healthy School Status 
We have achieved the re-accreditation for Healthy School Status  this is a great achievement and evidences 

our commitment to promoting both physical and emotional health.  We work in partnership with other agencies 

to equip pupils and staff with the understanding, skills and attitudes to make informed decisions about their 

health and we are very proud that we have again been awarded this status. 

Attendance 

 

We continue to work really hard to increase 

attendance at the centre.  

Students who attend more – achieve more.  

Mrs Hudson is now leading on attendance 

and is working very closely with parents.  

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued for       

nonattendance with a fine of up to £120 per 

parent.  

We want to work with you to improve     

attendance, please contact Mrs Hudson 

with any concerns or, for updates, on your 

child’s attendance record. 

Being healthy, safe, cared for, having a voice and              
influence are fundamental prerequisites to being 'ready to 
learn' and achieving true potential -  at any stage in our 
lives. Our aim is to support schools to help their children and 
young people to grow healthily, safely and responsibly and to 
become active citizens who do their bit for society and for the 
environment. The refreshed Healthy Schools toolkit within 
this site builds on the underlying principles of the English  
National Healthy School Programme and is available to all 
schools and settings - anywhere. It has been revised in     
consultation with schools and health partners. Content is 
aligned to the 2013 Ofsted framework and other available 
Ofsted guidance.  
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Send my Friend to School 

In Tur time we have been looking at the ‘Sent my Friend to School’ initiative. Worldwide the numbers affected 

by emergencies is at an all time high, displacing more children than ever before from their homes and schools. 

For 2016, the Send My Friend to School campaign is calling on pupils in the UK to speak out for the tens of 

millions of children who are missing out on school due to conflicts, natural disaster and other emergencies. 

When conflicts are long-term or massive natural disasters hit, children may go for years without attending 

school causing whole generations to be lost to education. Half of Syrian children are now missing out on 

school. 

Every year, natural disasters are affecting 175 million 

children and disrupting schooling for many. Last year 

in Nepal one million children were left out of school after 

two massive earthquakes destroyed 35,000 schools and 

600,000 homes. In Sierra Leone nearly 2 million       

children were forced to abandon school because of   

Ebola. In northern Nigeria the violence from Boko     

Haram has displaced 1.4 million children from their 

homes and destroyed 900 schools. Education is vital for 

all children but it is more important than ever in an   

emergency. In the middle of destruction, violence and 

instability, school can be a place of stability, safety, 

learning, and hope for the future. 

 

Leading The Way To A Brighter Future 

“I miss school. If I could go back to 

education I would study to be a doc-

tor, so I could return home to Syria 

and help people who have been hurt in 

the war.” 
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 Key Stage 1 

We also have  malleable and construction areas in 

Reception. The children love to see how high they 

can build towers. In malleable, we have seen all 

sorts of cakes made, from Sponge-Bob to pen-

guins.  

 

 

On Friday, Reception put on a performance for 

KS1. We have been reading The Three Little Pigs 

and making up actions to 

help us remember it. KS1 

thought it was really fun 

and entertaining. We 

have been doing lots of 

practice – I was really 

proud of them! 

We’ve been working hard towards our B4L Target of 

Teamwork.  

KS1 can all work together and follow instructions to 

play parachute games. 

 

We like to  

celebrate our 

achievements 

in KS1. We 

are all proud 

when      

someone 

achieves their 

targets. 

 

 

 

 

When we are not working hard in the classroom we 

enjoy playing together. We used our problem solving 

and co-operated to fit everyone on the trike. 
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Residential at Whithaugh Park  

Students were awarded extra ‘vivos’ this term called ‘RESI vivos’.  They could earn them for not having a 
phone in class, being on time, wearing correct uniform, making good progress, and staying in class.  In June 8 
students with the most ‘RESI vivos’ were awarded with a 3 day residential trip to Rock UK Whithaugh Park 
Adventure Centre in the Scottish Borders. It is a 110  acre area highly popular choice for schools to use the 
excellent facilities to give their group a taste of adventure. The centre is perfect for outdoor learning – offering         
optional instructed activities (AALA licensed). Students took part in activities such as gorge walking (jumping 
in to rivers), the zip wire, raft building and high ropes.  As you can see from the images a fantastic time was 
had by all—staff and students alike! 
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Goodbye Year 11! 
 

Year 11 have now left us and they decided to spend 

their final day together quad biking at Fury Events in 

Durham. It was a real chance to unwind and let their 

hair down together to mark the end of their school 

career. They learned and experienced how to handle 

off road terrain with Alex—a qualified instructor - to 

guide them during their hour long session. The     

experience was kindly paid for by Vision for          

Education, who even sent along one of their own in 

the form of Tim to join in the fun.  Tim was kind 

enough to pay for everyone to go for a McDonalds 

afterwards as a treat.  We think he needs to come 

along more often! 


