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Dear Parent/ Carer 

 

As always there has been a focus for all Year 11 stu-

dents who are in the final stages of preparation for 

their examinations.  All students have taken Functional 

Skills examinations in core subjects and many have 

achieved level 1 and 2 qualifications.  They will begin 

their final GCSE examinations after Easter and will 

leave us in June following their final examinations. 

All Year 11 students have been offered the opportunity 

for a work related learning placement in a range of ac-

tivities.  These offer valuable experience to the next 

stage in their life.   

Attendance continues to be a clear focus for all stu-

dents.  There are clear links between attendance at 

school and achievement and staff are working closely 

with all students to achieve their potential.  Students 

are recognised weekly for their achievement if they are 

able to engage for a full week.  Significant improve-

ments have been made by many students who have 

improved their overall attendance where students reg-

ularly achieve 100% attendance.  However a much 

greater effort is required to ensure that all students 

achieve at least 95% attendance to make the required 

progress. 

Staff would like to take this opportunity to wish all stu-

dents who are preparing to move on every success in 

the future and their chosen career 

path.   

 

Yours faithfully 

A Poole 
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Term Dates 
Wednesday 23rd March 2016 

School closes – Easter holidays 

Monday 11th April 2016 

School reopens for students 

Friday 27th May 2016 

School closes - Half term holidays 

Monday 6th June 2016 

School reopens for students 

Contact Details 

 

The Beacon Centre 

Temple Park Rd 

South Shields 

NE34 0PH 
 

0191 454 6254 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Tootoot Safeguarding Platform 
 

 

All parents and guardians worry about their chil-

dren whether they’re at primary school or uni-

versity. Tootoot is a safeguarding platform, 

which allows students to safely report any wor-

ries and incidents of cyber bullying, racism, ex-

tremism, radicalisation, sexism, mental health 

and homophobic issues directly to their place of 

learning.   

The parent feature within tootoot, allows par-

ents and guardians to report their own concerns 

anonymously, directly to their child's place of 

learning.  All pupils have been issued with a log 

in, should you require more information regard-

ing this tool, please contact Mrs Whelan. 

https://tootoot.co.uk/ 

http://thebeaconcentre.net 

 
.National Careers Week  

and  

National Apprenticeships Week 
To mark these two important weeks the Year 11 students have visited a job fair and re-

ceived advice on the next stage of their education to help them decide which career path is 

right for them. 

They also have regular visits from Jim Shanks (SFYP advisor) and access to the careers 

corner where information is displayed on the different colleges and providers stored. 

 

 

 

 



HLTA of the Year Award International Women's Day 
International Women's Day (March 8) is a 

global day celebrating the social, economic, 

cultural and political achievements of wom-

en. The day also marks a call to action for 

accelerating gender parity. 

As part of international women's day stu-

dents visited Ocean Road Community Cen-

tre.  Students took part 

in several different activ-

ities including, wearing 

traditional dresses, hen-

na tattoos and nail 

painting.   
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Counselling & Mentoring 

Counselling /Mentoring sessions are continuing 

and are open to all students. This service gives the 

pupils the opportunity to have regular one to one 

confidential sessions.  

The counselling service is also open to all par-

ents/carers and can be accessed by contacting the 

Beacon Centre on 4546254. 

The Outreach service is also open to other schools 

and is continuing to grow steadily. 

The Beacon Centre’s very own Ms 
Fearon was nominated in last  June for 
the  outstanding HLTA award Senior 
Management. Ms Fearon  was 
shortlisted from 400 nominees to go 
through  to the regional finals In Leeds 
where she  won this award. 

This took Ms Fearon through to the 
National  Finals. Where she was invit-
ed with head of Service Mrs Poole to 
visit the Houses of Parliament with oth-
er HLTA's. Each finalist had  a repre-
sentative  from  the area read out the 
reasons for nominations all worthy win-
ners.  Although Ms Fearon didn't win 
she was one of the runners up. 

From all the staff and students at The 

Beacon Centre a big Well Done!!!!!! 
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English 
Our English students are currently enjoying 
studying the book ‘The Machine-Gunners’ 
by Robert Westall.  So far they have tried 
on a real gas mask and have researched 
the background on the effects of war on 
local communities.  They understand why 
Anderson shelters were needed and how 
they were constructed.  They are currently 
using Assessment focus 5 to explore sec-
tions of the text in detail to uncover the au-
thor’s intent. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 11 students are busy sharpening 
up their exam skills by practising answering 
questions about characters, language and 
themes in ‘Of Mice and Men’ and ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’.  They are using analytical skills 
to comment on specific quotes and ideas in 
the texts to give them every opportunity for 
success. 

Maths 
KS3: This term we have been working on 
Ratio and Scale.  Students have been learn-
ing how to construct scale drawings and in-
terpret maps.  They then linked this 
knowledge with Our Community by complet-
ing a project to design something for the 
community that each pupil thinks it needs, 
eg: A local community centre.   They have 
also been looking at Geo-caching, a form of 
treasure hunting using maps and bearings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS4: This term Year 10 will following a pro-
gramme similar to KS3. 
Year 11 have mainly been revising for their 
up coming GCSE exam in June completing 
past papers and following a individualised 
revision programme.  

ICT & Computing 

In ICT & Computing students have been 

learning about computer hardware technolo-

gy.  Student's have learned about compo-

nents and what they do.  Students are also 

learning about computer networks and com-

puter programming.  Students will be using 

both text and visual based programming lan-

guages. Codecombat is a coding game that 

allows the user to work through levels and 

worlds completing coding tasks in various 

programming languages.   

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYxeeO8LjLAhWsKJoKHaiiADQQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DdCOHjERswGw&psig=AFQjCNGpTiDvTWLar_npKHIrLLz75FdYNQ&ust=1457794031284021
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Money & Finance 
We have been learning about money 

through the ages and modernising curren-

cy, did you know that plastic bank notes 

are to be issued by the Bank of England for 

the first time when the new £5 featuring 

Winston Churchill appears in 2016 and a 

new £1 coin, billed by the Royal Mint as the 

"most secure coin in the world", is to be in-

troduced in 2017.The move comes amid 

concerns about the 30-year old coin's vul-

nerability to counterfeiting, with an estimat-

ed 45 million forgeries in circulation. 

The new coin is based on the design of the 

old threepenny bit, a 12-sided coin in circu-

lation between 1937 and 1971 

Work Related  

Learning 
All year 11 students have the opportunity to 

gain practical experi-

ence working with 

offsite providers. This 

term the students 

have accessed Re-

sources NE, Ground-

works, TCV and The 

Wheels Project., as 

well as place-

ments  at the two 

primary units - 

Hebburn Lakes 

and The Beacon 

Centre Primary. 

The students 

have also visited careers events at Trafalgar 

Sq and the Quality Hotel, Boldon where they 

were able to talk to different providers and 

discuss their plan for post 16 education. 

Media 
In media this term pu-

pils have been learning 

about what social me-

dia.  They have re-

search all the different 

types of social media 

that are around and in-

vestigated the advantages and disad-

vantages of each.  
 

Students will also be learning about how 

to stay safe using social media and how 

to report and issues.  
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Behaviour For Learning 

 The reward for the end of term was a trip to Battle-

field Live South Tyneside  the exciting combat based 

outdoor activity at Scott's House Farm, Newcastle 

Road, West Boldon .The students who had the most 

BFL Vivos and most improved attendance this term 

were taken . 

 

The other rewards this term have been  Flo Rider, 

out for hot chocolate and a movie afternoon. 

 

In each lesson you have the opportunity to earn 

Vivos for meeting the Behaviour  for Learning 

Target (BFL).  This term we are focused on 

‘Attention’.  If you have met the requirements you 

will be rewarded with 5 BFL Vivos per lesson. 

 

If by the end of Thursday you have earned 90 or 

more BFL Vivos you will have the opportunity to 

Attendance 

 We continue to work really hard to increase attendance at the centre.  

Pupils who attend more – achieve more.  Mrs Hudson is now leading 

on attendance and is working very closely with parents.  Fixed Penal-

ty Notices are issued for nonattendance with a fine of up to £120 per 

parent.  

 We want to work with you to improve attendance, please contact Mrs 

Hudson with any concerns or, for updates, on your 

child’s attendance record. Every Minute Counts 

Mins late        Equals school days  

per day           lost a  year                                                                          

   5 mins       =       3.4 days 

  10 mins      =       6.9 days 

  15 mins      =       10.3 days 

  20 mins      =       13.8 days 

  30 mins      =        20.7 days 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjV7rzE8LjLAhWFB5oKHe2gBAAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gosimplysocial.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNF77HVImHP49O1ZxdpfzHVuxFqUmg&ust=1457794097204412
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecombat.com%2Fimages%2FBattlefield-Live-South-Tyneside-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecombat.com%2Ftyneside-west-boldon-battlefield-live-south-tyneside-p-514.html&docid=H6SYs3_lhYJ8cM&tbnid=ss
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Extended Curriculum  

As part of our extended curriculum Gravity Force opened its doors on the 5th of June 

2014 as one of the UK’s first fully featured trampoline parks. Transforming what was 

once an industrial warehouse into a trampoline filled play area for participants of all 

ages. 

The idea is simple. Bring people together, get active, get fit and have a ton of fun 

while doing so. Whether you’re flying across main court, diving into our giant foam pit, 

playing an intense game of dodgeball warfare, breaking new ground in one of our fit-

ness classes or competing with your friends to see who can land the smoothest dunk 

– Gravity Force can be enjoyed by everyone 

 

Gravity Force  is a fully featured trampoline park. Transforming what was once an in-

dustrial warehouse into a trampoline filled play area for participants of all ages. 

 It has 60 interconnected trampolines of all shapes and sizes, blocks, boxes and an-

gled trampolines that let you literally bounce off the walls. 

An extreme dodgeball court filled with 

horizontal and vertical trampolines to 

add a dynamic three dimensional spin on 

the classic game. 

Two slam dunk basketball lanes with 

trampoline launch pads that will allow 

you to gain some serious air before lin-

ing up the perfect dunk. 

A huge foam pit that contains over 5,000 

purple and yellow cubes of foam! 
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Home Cooking 
The students have continued with the 

theme of ‘winter warmers’ making a variety 

of dishes including pasta, vegetarian dish-

es and cooking with 

mince.  

They also made healthy 

‘turkey twizzlers and 

Hasselback potatoes 

although they all had 

problems getting the turkey to ‘twizzle!’ 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Term Two saw the pupils make a 

variety of ‘fast foods’ including pizza, burg-

er, croquettes and 

Easter treats with the 

stuffed crust pizzas 

and inside out burgers 

proving the most pop-

ular. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photography 
Using themes of Fashion and Opposites the 

students have visited a variety of places in 

the local area taking photographs for their 

portfolios and displays. The favourite sites 

included the graffiti project in Sunderland 

and Barnes Park.  

The students learnt that fashion can mean 

not just clothes but also buildings and parks 

and they focussed on the contrasts between 

urban and open spaces to take some stun-

ning pictures. 



Key Stage 1 
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This term we have been introduced to 

a new character. Hugo the little star-

fish goes on many journeys and 

learns a lot about himself. On this ad-

venture he finds out that long lasting 

happiness comes through sharing 

with others. 

 

 

 

 

This term the focus for our creative 

curriculum is ‘Opposites’. We have 

continued our work on emotions by 

matching different feelings with their 

opposites  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Behaviour for Learning target this 

term is ‘Attention’. 

We need to use all of our attention to 

focus on getting the best out of our 

activities. 
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 Key Stage 2 

The KS2 pupils continue to make super pro-

gress with their skills and attitude towards 

‘having a go’; realising that it is ok to make 

many failures as we just… “can’t do it… 

YET!”, and that failures are an important part 

of success. 

Oliver worked independently and showed his 

capability as a creative thinker in making this 

periscope during maths whilst thinking about 

possible applications for 3d shapes, he also 

showed his critical thinking skills in testing out 

his design ideas and giving good reason to re

-design his periscope. 

He is proud of his perseverance with the task 

as are we! 

Our Topic this term has been The Aztecs fol-

lowed by  Electricity , pupils have researched 

the Aztec civilisation and discovered that King 

Montezuma II and the Aztec’s were the first to 

enjoy the delights of a mug of hot chocolate. 

In DT we designed and made Aztec masks; 

turquoise was a very important semi-precious 

stone in Aztec culture. We also made Aztec 

homes from clay. 

The pupils have continued to explore what it 

means to have a ‘Growth Mindset’ and as 

part of this we have continued to focus on 

developing perseverance, patience and ac-

tive listening skills. Tobey built a pencil jenga 

and displayed great patience during construc-

tion.  

In numeracy we not only enjoyed constructing 

symmetrical structures with lego™ but we 

found it very useful in developing our under-

standing of fractions. We demonstrated clear-

ly that we are collaborative thinkers as we 

were able to work together, building on one 

and others ideas, sharing our experiences 

whilst being friendly and helpful. 


