
R.E. Topic Overview- Early Years 

 Aut 1  Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

 

Nursery 

 

- Harvest as a special time  

 

  

- Divali as a special time 

 

 

- Christmas as a special time 

- The Christmas story 

- Ways Christians celebrate 

 

 

-The Easter story 

- How Christians celebrate  

 

 Special Books 

- The Bible as a special book 

for Christians 

 

 

- The Torah as a special book 

for Jews 

 

 Special People 

- Jesus as special to 

Christians; stories about 

Jesus  

 

 

 

Belonging  

- Christian baptism 

- Christian wedding 

 

 

 

 

 Belonging 

- Jewish wedding 

 

 Belonging 

- Festival of Raksha Bandhan 

 

Early Years Outcomes • Learns that they have similarities and differences that connect them to, and distinguish them from, others. UW (PC 22-36) 

• Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. UW (PC 30-50) 

• Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience. UW (PC 30-50) 

• Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends. UW (PC 30-50) 

• Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life. UW (PC 30-50) 

 

Reception 

 

Harvest as a special time 

 Christian Harvest 

 Jewish Sukkot 

Shabbat as a special day for 

Jewish people 

 

Christmas as a special time  

 The special baby Jesus 

Ways Christians celebrate 

e.g. colours in the church, 

Advent Ring 

 

Special Times 

 Easter story 

How Christians celebrate in 

church e.g. singing, hymns, 

prayers 

Special Books 

 How holy books are 

treated e.g. Torah, 

Qur’an, Guru Granth 

Sahib 

Special People 

 Jesus as special to 

Christians, stories Jesus 

told (e.g. Lost Coin, Lost 

Sheep) 

 

Special places, special 

objects, special music, 

special people 

 Church – explore 

Christian artefacts, 

music, meeting special 

people (e.g. vicar) 

 Jewish artefacts e.g. 

menorah, mezuzah, 

Torah scrolls, yad, 

Shabbat candles, 

meeting members of 

Jewish community 

including rabbi 

 Hinduism 

 Mandir – Hindu murtis 

and artefacts, Hindu 

music 

 

Early Years Outcomes • Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience. UW (PC 30-50) 

• Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends. UW (PC 30-50) 

• Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life. UW (PC 30-50) 

• Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends or family. UW (PC 30-50) 

   Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines. UW (PC 40-60+) 

Early Learning Goal 

Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are  sensitive to 

this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 

 

Please see Year Group file for more detail 

 

 

 



R.E. Topic Overview- Key Stage 1 

 Aut 1  Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

Year One What can we learn about 

Christianity from visiting a 

church? 

 
 

 

How do Sikhs show 

belonging? 

 

 

 

 

 

Why are gifts given at 

Christmas? 

 

What is the Easter story? 

 

 

Why is Jesus special to 

Christians? 

 

 

How and why is the home 

important in Jewish life? 

 

 

Why is Moses special to 

Jewish people? 

 

How do Sikhs treat the 

Guru Granth Sahib as 

sacred? 

Year Two What can we find out about 

synagogues? 

 
 
How and why do Jews 

celebrate Hanukkah? 

 

 

How and why is light 

important at Christmas? 

 

 

How do Christians celebrate 

Easter? 

 

 

Why is the Bible special to 

Christians? 

 

 

What are the five K’s in 

Sikhism? 

What does it mean to belong 

in Christianity? 

 

 
What can we learn from the 

story of The Venerable 

Bede? 

 

 

Key Focus Key Focus of Learning at Key Stage 1 Blue- Knowledge and understanding of religion    Red- Critical Thinking    Green – Personal reflection 

Children in Key Stage 1 are able to identify some beliefs and features of religion.  

In response to the religious material they learn about, children are able to express their views and give simple reasons to support these. 

In relation to religious material studied, children are able to reflect on their own feelings, ideas and values and be aware of the experiences and feelings of others. 

L.O.s Learning Outcomes at Key Stage 1 

By the end of Key Stage 1 children will be able to: 

 identify some of the beliefs of Christianity, Judaism and Sikhism 

 retell some stories within Christianity, Judaism and Sikhism 

 identify some ways in which Christians,  Jews and Sikhs  worship and celebrate special events 

 use some religious words 

 show some awareness of how some aspects are the same in both Christianity,  Judaism  and Sikhism e.g. all have a special place of worship 

 express their views and give simple reasons in response to their learning about the beliefs, teachings and practices in Christianity,  Judaism  and Sikhism 

 reflect on their own beliefs, values and feelings in relation to what they have learnt about Christianity,  Judaism and Sikhism 

show awareness of and be sensitive to the thoughts, feelings, beliefs and experiences of others in relation to what they have learnt about Christianity,  Judaism and Sikhism 

Please see Year Group file for more detail 

 

 

 

 

 



R.E. Topic Overview- Lower Key Stage 2 

 Aut 1  Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

Year Three How do Hindus worship at 

home and in the mandir? 

 
 

 

How and why is Advent 

important to Christians? 

 

 

 

 

How do Hindus celebrate 

Holi? 

 

 

 

What do Christians remember 

on Palm Sunday? 

 

What can we learn about 

Christian symbols and beliefs 

by visiting churches? 

  
 
How do Buddhists worship at 

home? 

 

 

How do Christians show faith 

in action in the community? 

 

 
 
How do Buddhists celebrate 

Wesak? 

 
 

What does Buddhism say   

about treating others and our 

environment? 

 

 

 

Year Four How and why do religious 

people show care for others? 

 
 

 

How do Hindus celebrate 

Divali? 

 

 

 

 

Why do Christians call Jesus 

the light of the world? 

 

 

 

What do Hindus believe about 

God? 

 

 

 

Why is Lent such an 

important period for 

Christians? 

 

What do Christians believe 

about Jesus? 

 

 

 

How do Buddhists show their 

beliefs and practice? 

What do Christians believe 

about God? 

 

 

How do Hindus show 

belonging? 

 

 

 

How do Buddists celebrate 

Aslha Perahara? 

Key Focus  Key Focus of Learning at Lower Key Stage 2 Blue- Knowledge and understanding of religion    Red- Critical Thinking    Green – Personal reflection 

Pupils in Lower Key Stage 2 can describe some of the beliefs and features of religion. 

In response to the religious material they learn about, pupils are able to express their views and support them using a plausible reason or reasons.  They show some awareness of other people’s 

views.  

In relation to religious material studied, pupils are able to reflect on their own feelings, ideas and values and appreciate that not all people think, feel and believe the same. 

L.O.s Learning Outcomes at Lower Key Stage 2  

 

By the end of Year 4 pupils: 

 

 will be able to describe beliefs and practices within Christianity,  Hinduism and Buddhism e.g. describe ways in which Hindus worship, describe some Christians beliefs about God, describe how 

and why Advent in important to Christians 

 will link religious stories and teaching to the beliefs that underlie them e.g. belief in good triumphing over evil in the Divali story, belief in Jesus as Son of God shown through miracle stories 

 will know some similarities and differences between Christianity,  Hinduism and Buddhism  (e.g. belief in one God in both Christianity and Hinduism; belief in trinity in Christianity and one God in 

many forms in Hinduism as a difference) 

 

 in response to the religious material: 

- give a view and support with a plausible reason 

- show awareness that some people have a different view 

 

 in relation to the religious material:  

- reflect on their own beliefs, feelings, values, attitudes and experiences 

- show understanding that not all people respond to ideas and experiences in the same way 

listen to others who have different views, beliefs, practices from their own. 

Please see Year Group file for more detail 

 

 



R.E. Topic Overview- Upper Key Stage 2 

 Aut 1  Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

Year Five What do Sikhs believe?  

 

How do Sikhs express their 

beliefs? 

 

 

 

 

What are the themes of 

Christmas? 

 

Why is the Last Supper so 

important to Christians? 

 

What do we know about the 

Bible and why is it important 

to Christians? 

 

 
How do Sikhs beliefs affect 

their actions? 

 

 

 

 

What can we learn about 

Christian faith through 

studying the lives of 

northern saints? 

: 
 
How do Muslims worship at 

home and at the mosque? 

 

 

How and why do Muslims 

celebrate Eid ul-fitr? 

 

 

Year Six Why do people have 

ceremonies and use rituals in 

their lives? 

 
 
 
 
What do the gospels tell us 

about the birth of Jesus? 

 

How do Sikhs  show 

commitment and belonging? 

 

 

 

 

 

Why are the gurus special in 

Sikhism? 

 

Why are Good Friday and 

Easter Day the most 

important days for 

Christians? 

 

Why should people with a 

religious faith care about 

the environment? 

 
 
 
 
What can we find out about 

a local Sikh community? 

 
 

 

What can we find out about 

a local Muslim community? 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the key 

celebrations in the Muslim 

year and how are they 

celebrated? 

How and why do Sikhs 

celebrate Guru Nanak’s 

birthday? 

 

 

 

So, what do we now know 

about Christianity? 

(exploration through the 

concepts)  

 
 

 

Key Focus Key Focus of Learning at Upper Key Stage 2 Blue- Knowledge and understanding of religion    Red- Critical Thinking    Green – Personal reflection 

 

Pupils in Upper Key Stage 2 will demonstrate understanding of some of the beliefs and features of religion through the RE concepts. 

In response to the religious material they learn about, pupils can express their own views using sound reasons.  Pupils show understanding of differing views and can give reasons to support an 

opposing view (i.e. they can see both sides of an argument). 

In relation to religious material studied, pupils can reflect on their own beliefs, ideas, feelings and values and develop empathy for people with differing beliefs and experiences. 

 

LOs Learning Outcomes at Upper Key Stage 2  

By the end of Year 6 pupils can: 

 

 show understanding of the beliefs and practices within Christianity and describe some ways in which these make a difference to people’s lives 

 

 show understanding of the beliefs and practices within Sikhism and Islam and describe some ways in which these make a difference to people’s lives  

 

 describe some similarities and differences within Christianity and between religions 

 

 show understanding of the RE concepts (Belief, Authority, Expressions of Belief, Impact of Belief) 

 

 in response to the religious material will: 
- express their views and support with sound reasons 
- outline an opposing view and give at least one sound reason to support this 

 in relation to the religious material: 

- reflect on and consider their own beliefs, feelings, values, attitudes and experiences 

- listen to and learn from others about their beliefs, feelings, values, attitudes and experiences 

- see the world through the eyes of others and see issues from their point of vie 

Please see Year Group file for more detail 



 

 


