
TONER AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NURSERY TOPIC OVERVIEW 
 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
 Getting to know Nursery 

All About Me! 

Nursery Rhymes 

Christmas 

Fairy Tales/Favourite Stories 

Chinese New Year 

People Who Help Us/The Farm 

Easter 

Minibeasts/Plants At the Seaside/Pirates 

CL *Shows interest with play with 

sounds, songs and rhymes. (LA) 

*Understands more complex 
sentences. (U) 

*Uses simple sentences. (S) 

*Joins in with repeated refrains 

and anticipates key events and 

phrases in rhymes/stories. (LA) 
*Understands use of objects. (U) 

*Beginning to use more complex 

sentences to link thoughts. (S) 

*Listens to stories with increasing 

attention and recall. (LA) 

*Responds to simple instructions. 
(U) 

*Can retell a simple past event in 

correct order. (S) 

*Listens to others one to one or in 

small groups. (LA) 

*Beginning to understand ‘why’ 
and ‘how’ questions. (U) 

*Uses vocabulary focused on 

objects and people that are of 
particular importance to them. (S) 

*Is able to follow directions. (LA) 

*Shows understanding of 

prepositions by carrying out an 
action. (U) 

*Uses talk to connect ideas, 

explain what is happening and 
anticipate what might happen. (S) 

*Maintains attention, concentrates 

and sits quietly during appropriate 

activity. (LA) 
8Responds to instructions 

involving a two-part sequence. (U) 

*Builds up vocabulary that reflects 
the breadth of their experiences.(S) 

PD *Beginning to use three fingers to 

hold writing tools. (MH) 

*Moves freely and with pleasure 

and confidence in a range of ways. 

(MH) 

*Beginning to be independent in 
self-care, but still often needs adult 

support. (HS) 

*Uses one-handed tools and 
equipment. (MH) 

*Shows control in holding and 

using jugs to pour, hammers, 
books and mark-making tools. 

(MH) 

*Helps with clothing. (HS) 
 

*Holds pencil between thumb and 

two fingers, no longer using whole 

hand grasp. (MH) 

*Runs skilfully and negotiates 

space successfully, adjusting speed 

or direction to avoid obstacles. 
(MH) 

*Dresses with help. (HS) 

*Holds pencil near point between 

first two fingers and thumb and 

uses it with good control. (MH) 

*Mounts stairs, steps or climbing 

equipment using alternate feet. 

(MH) 
*Observes the effects of activity on 

their bodies. (HS) 

*Can copy some letters. (MH) 

*Travels with confidence and skill 

around, under, over and through 

balancing and climbing equipment. 

(MH) 

*Understands that equipment and 
tools have to be used safely. (HS) 

*Begins to form recognisable 

letters. (MH) 

*Shows increasing control over an 

object in pushing, patting, 

throwing, catching, kicking. (MH) 

*Shows some understanding that 
good practices can contribute to 

good health. (HS) 

PSED *Interested in others’ play and 

starting to join in. (MR) 

*Separates from main carer with 
support and encouragement from a 

familiar adult. (SCSA) 

*Can select and use activities and 
resources with help. (SCSA) 

* Shows understanding and 

cooperates with some boundaries 

and routines. (MFB) 

*Demonstrates friendly behaviour, 

initiating conversations and 

forming good relationships with 
peers and familiar adults. (MR) 

*Shows confidence in asking 

adults for help. (SCSA) 
*Can usually adapt behavior to 

different events, social situations 

and changes in routine. (MFB) 
  

*Initiates play, offering cues to 

peers to join them. (MR) 

*Confident to talk to other children 
when playing, and will 

communicate freely about own 

home and community. (SCSA) 
*Aware of own feelings, and 

knows that some actions and words 

can hurt others’ feelings. (MFB) 

*Can play in a group, extending 

and elaborating play ideas. (MR) 

*Is more outgoing towards 
unfamiliar people and more 

confident in new social situations. 

(SCSA) 
*Can usually tolerate delay when 

needs are not immediately met, 

and understands wishes may not 

always be met. (MFB) 

*Keeps play going by responding 

to what others are saying or doing. 

(MR) 
*Enjoys responsibility of carrying 

out small tasks. (SCSA) 

*Begins to accept the needs of 
others and can take turns and share 

resources, sometimes with support 

from others. (MFB) 

*Initiates conversations, attends to 

and takes account of what others 

say. (MR) 
*Welcomes and values praise for 

what they have done. (SCSA) 

*Aware of the boundaries set, and 
of behavioural expectations in the 

setting. (MFB) 

L *Has some favourite stories, 

rhymes and songs. (R) 
*Distinguishes between the 

different marks they make. (L) 

*Enjoys rhyming and rhythmic 

activities. (R) 
*Sometimes gives meaning to 

marks as they draw and paint. (W) 

*Joins in with repeated refrains 

and anticipates key events and 
phrases in rhymes and stories. (R) 

*Ascribes meanings to marks that 

they see in different places. (W) 

*Listens to stories with increasing 

attention and recall. (R) 
*Gives meanings to marks they 

make as they draw, write and 

paint. (W) 

*Knows information can be 

relayed in the form of print. (R) 
*Hears and says the initial sound 

in words. (W) 

*Describes main story settings, 

events and characters. (R) 
*Can segment the sounds in simple 

words and blend them together. 

(W) 

M *Recites some number names in 
sequence. (N) 

*Beginning to categorise objects 
according to properties such as 

shape or size. (SSM) 

*Recites numbers in order to 10. 
(N) 

*Shows an interest in shape and 
space by playing with shapes or 

making arrangements. (SSM) 

*Knows that numbers identify how 
many objects are in a set. (N) 

*Uses shapes appropriately for 
tasks. (SSM) 

*Realises not only objects, but 
anything can be counted, including 

steps, claps or jumps. (N) 
*Shows interest in shapes in the 

environment. (SSM) 

*Sometimes matches numeral and 
quantity correctly. (N) 

*Uses positional language. (SSM) 

*Shows an interest in representing 
numbers. (N) 

*Beginning to use mathematical 
names for 3D / 2D shapes. (SSM) 

UW *In pretend play, imitates everyday 

actions and events from 

own family and cultural 

background. (PC) 

*Enjoys playing with small-world 
models. (W) 

*Seeks to acquire basic skills in 
turning on and operating some ICT 

equipment. (T) 

*Recognises and describes special 

times or events for family or 

friends. (PC) 

*Comments and asks questions 

about aspects of their familiar 
world such as the place where they 

live or the natural world. (W) 

*Knows how to operate simple 
equipment. (T) 

*Shows an interest in the lives of 

people who are familiar to them. 

(PC) 

*Talks about why things happen 

and how things work. (W) 
*Shows skills in making toys work 

by pressing parts or lifting flaps to 

achieve effects such as sound, 
movements or new images. (T) 

*Shows interest in different 

occupations and ways of life. (PC) 

*Shows care and concern for living 

things and the environment. (W) 

*Shows an interest in 
technological toys with knobs or 

pulleys, or real objects such as 

cameras or mobile phones. (T) 
 

*Knows some of the things that 

make then unique, and can talk 

about some of the similarities and 

differences in relation to friends or 

family. (PC) 
*Developing an understanding of 

growth, decay and changes. (W) 

*Knows that information can be 
retrieved from computers. (T) 

*Remembers and talks about 

significant events in their own 

experience. (PC) 

*Can talk about some of the things 

they have observed such as plants, 
animals, natural and found objects. 

(W) 

*Completes a simple program on a 
computer. (T) 

EAD *Shows an interest in the way 
musical instruments sound. 

(EMM) 

*Beginning to make-believe by 
pretending. (BI) 

*Sings a few familiar songs. 
(EMM) 

*Makes up rhythms. (BI) 

*Understands that they can use 
lines to enclose a space, and then 

begin to use these shapes to 

represent objects. (EMM) 
*Engages in imaginative role-play 

based on own experiences. (BI) 

*Explores and learns how sounds 
can be changed. (EMM) 

*Builds stories around toys. (BI) 

*Imitates movement in response to 
music. (EMM) 

*Notices what adults do, imitating 

what is observed and then doing it 
spontaneously when the adult is 

not there. (BI) 

*Beginning to construct, stacking 
blocks vertically and horizontally, 

making enclosures and creating 

spaces. (EMM) 
*Uses available resources to create 

props to support role-play. (BI) 



 


