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Music is expanding across 
the Academy offering more 
opportunities for students 
than ever before. 

This year sees the launch of new 
ensembles including Brass Group, String 
Group, Keyboard Club and the Boys’ 
Rock singing group. Our choirs and bands 
have performed at key venues and events 

across the region including Durham 
Cathedral, the Wansbeck Music Festival 
and Remembrance Parades. 

Music, drama and sport all have 
prominent parts to play in the daily lives 
of our children and young people to 
enable them to fulfil their potential in 
whichever sphere they choose. 
Read more about our students’  
(and teachers’) musical talents on p5. 

This summer JBVI celebrated its  
best A-level results for the fifth year 
in a row.

Students recorded a 99% pass rate, with 
51% achieving the top grades of A* or A, 
or the vocational equivalent.

A total of 72% of students achieved A* to 
B grades - a rise of 21% on last year. 

Read more on p2.

BEST RESULTS EVER (AGAIN!)



Christmas is once again upon us and I would  
like to take this opportunity to wish you all a 
very blessed holiday.

This time of year is one to celebrate new life and 
family life. But it must also be a time in which we 
reflect on those less fortunate than ourselves.

What has impressed me so much is that in this 
gift-giving period, which recalls the story of the 
gifts brought to the Christ child by wise men from 
the East, is how generous our communities have 
been in packing shoeboxes of gifts for communities 
across eastern Europe, countries in which great 
poverty abounds.

Closer to home, work has been done to ensure 
vulnerable people in our area are given comfort  
in this dark and cold period of the year with 
sleeping bags, warm clothing and food being 
collected. I am heartened by the kindness of all.

But the good news of Christmas also gives me 
a chance to reflect on the good news lavishly 
illustrated in the pages of this newsletter.

Your children, our pupils, give us much to 
celebrate. Every day I have cause to be proud of 
the achievements of our young people. Many are 
inspirational in the way in which they overcome 
difficulties, help others, inspire, play, and engage  
in activities. Those moments are what make 
education such a wonderful world in which to work.

Your children are a great tribute to you and we 
join you in celebrating their successes. I would 
encourage you to work with the Academy, in all 
its areas, to ensure that we deliver the very best 
opportunities for your children.

Enabling our children to have life in all its fullness 
is at the heart of what we do. We want their lights 
to shine and for them to aspire to be whatever  
they wish to be, never limited by what they know 
now, but looking into the future with great courage 
and tenacity.

Have a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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THE  
GOOD  
NEWS

Mr Day 
Executive Director

THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS

Thank you to everyone who generously supported the 
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child appeal. 

A fantastic 200 shoeboxes were packed with gifts –  
an Academy record - and are now on their way to children  

in need across the world. 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH NCEA NEWS

ON OUR WEBSITE 
ncea.org.uk

ON FACEBOOK 
The Northumberland Church of England Academy

ON TWITTER 
@NCEA_Academy

LEST WE 
FORGET 

Students joined their local communities in 
acts of remembrance to honour the region’s 
fallen soldiers
Primary pupils helped to create a special garden in  
The Field of Remembrance at Saltwell Park, Gateshead. 
They contributed 800 wooden poppy crosses, each one 
representing a soldier from Lynemouth, Newbiggin and 
Ashington (Hirst) who lost their lives at the Battle of  
the Somme. 

The CCF contingent played leading roles in Remembrance 
Day parades in Ashington, Newbiggin and Newsham.

The Cadet Pipes and Drums band were also presented  
with the Ron Nelson Memorial Shield for its support to 
Newbiggin Royal British Legion. 

Each child at the James Knott Campus made a 
poppy to decorate the lighthouse in the hall for 

Remembrance Day, and in English, students wrote 
poems inspired by Wilfred Owen describing how 
soldiers on the front line may have been feeling. 

Well done to everyone involved for such dedication 
and commitment.

FLYING HIGH AT JBVI
The excellent results in JBVI continue the upward 

trend of the previous five years.
They follow on from last year’s successes that included Ashley Davy 

gaining a place at Oxford University to study Mathematics.

There were also record results in vocational subjects, with 91% in 
the top grade category, including more Distinction* and Distinction 

grading than ever before.

Steve Gibson, Principal Director of JBVI, said: “I am delighted that the 
hard work of our students and staff has paid off in such a superb set 

of results that will set these young people up for a bright future.

“However, JBVI is about more than results, it’s about growing and 
experiencing a wide range of opportunities that support these 

students to see the world beyond school.”

To find out more about studying at JBVI contact:  
danielle.towers@ncea.org.uk
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“It is all so commercialised these days,” is a 
comment I often hear at this time of year. Garden 
centres fill with fairy lights and fake trees; pallets 
are packed high with mince pies threatening to 
topple over in the supermarket aisle – and all 
before we even turn the clocks back!

“What has happened to the true meaning of 
Christmas?” Well, I think the true spirit of Christmas 
where God’s love flows out into the world is alive and 
well here. I am truly amazed by the amount of things 
that happen and the sheer generosity of our pupils, 
families and staff. 

We have been packing shoeboxes to send to children 
who may get no other gift this Christmas. Nearer 
to home, the students in Y10 Health & Social Care 
hosted a lovely coffee and activity morning for local 
pensioners and their friends. 

The primary campuses have responded to the 
invitation of the chaplain at Wansbeck Hospital asking 
us to come and sing carols to patients and staff. The 
doors have also been open to welcome the community 
to our concert by the Band of the Royal Regiment of 
Fusiliers. Our Carol Service is also a chance to gather 
and hear the Christmas story retold accompanied by 
musicians from all parts of the Academy. 

There has been an extra effort this year to consider 
those who, like Jesus, find themselves with nowhere 
to call home. Staff have been collecting warm 
clothing, sleeping bags and toiletries for the Grainger 
Street Friends who provide help for those who are 
rough sleeping or living in hostels and shelters.  
There have been times when I could hardly get into 
my office as bags and boxes appeared every time I  
got back from one campus or another. 

Thank you to all of you reading this who have 
contributed so generously to the many appeals that 
have been running this term. Thanks to your big  
hearts many people will be enjoying a gift of love  
this Christmas.

May God bless you and your family this Christmas. 

Sally Milner 
Chaplain

Inspiration

A GIFT  
OF LOVE

The choir of fifteen young people from The Mollie and Paul 
Schools Foundation in Uganda were visiting the UK to raise funds 

for their school, where £60 pays a teacher for a month. 

Thanks to the support of pupils, families and the community  
we raised just over £1,000 and the choir sold £800 of crafts  

that they had made.

Pictures by April Johnson, Y13 

PEARL OF AFRICA INSPIRES 
The Pearl of Africa Children’s Choir gave an 

electrifying performance when they visited the 
Josephine Butler Campus.

COMING SOON

Children in The Centre enjoy  
regular Musical Movement sessions.

POP IDOL STAR 
AND SOUL 
SINGER ARE  
A HIT WITH 
STUDENTS

Millions of fans voted for him 
when he hit the screens in 

the first ever Pop Idol series 
alongside Will Young - now 
Aaron Bayley is helping to 

inspire pupils to discover their 
inner rock star. 

Mr Bayley joins the music department alongside soul singer-songwriter Beth 
Macari. The rising star of the North East music scene has recently appeared as 
a vocal coach for Sky 1’s ‘Bring The Noise’ and has toured with Jane McDonald 
from TV’s Loose Women.

The duo will provide musical support while choir leader and award-winning  
singer-songwriter, Mrs Corcoron, takes maternity leave. Under her leadership,  
the Academy choirs have gone from strength to strength.

Mr Bayley is teaching voice lessons and has launched a new ‘Boys’ Rock’ singing 
group. Miss Macari will lead the existing choir. 

Director of Music, Mr Selwyn Thompson, said: “Both teachers have wowed students 
in performances at the Josephine Butler Secondary Campus, encouraging students  
to sing and join new groups.

“As well as being a lot of fun, singing and performing are brilliant ways to improve 
confidence. It is wonderful to see so many students coming out of their shells and 
enjoying music.”

Thanks to support from the Newbiggin 
Partnership, the Grace Darling Campus is 

running a Rockestra and Rock Choir. Students 
from Y3 to Y6 are involved in singing and 

playing instruments including guitar, drums, 
clarinet, piano, cello and violin.

 RESEARCH HAS SHOWN  
A DIRECT LINK BETWEEN

MUSIC
AND IMPROVED

READING  
ABILITY
IN CHILDREN

Anna Corcoran 
https://soundcloud.com/annacorcoran

Aaron Bayley 
https://soundcloud.com/aaronbayley

Beth Macari 
https://soundcloud.com/beth-macari

LISTEN TO OUR  
TALENTED TEACHERS HERE 
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LITERACY 
SPECIAL

BOOKS 
WE 

LOVE

JOIN US IN  
THE CATHERINE  

COOKSON  
LIBRARY EVERY 

WEDNESDAY

Easily one of my favourite reads, complete with 
brimming ideas about adolescence, faith, free will 
and impossibly hard choices linked to growing up. 
These themes are intertwined with intelligent, 
immersive storytelling, amazingly relatable 
characters and a lovely pinch of witty humour. 
This is clearly one of the best books for readers 
aged 11 upwards.

The Knife of Never Letting Go  
by Patrick Ness

 Ryan Atkins 

The sequel to the Red Queen, Glass Sword is a hundred 
times better. This quick-paced read escalates the 
struggle between the growing rebel army and the 
blood-segregated world they’ve always known - and 
pits Mare Barrow against the darkness that has 
grown in her soul. Victoria Aveyard truly makes her 
characters come alive; this series has become one of 
my favourites. I am extremely excited to read the third 
book. I give this book 9.5 out of 10.

Glass Sword  
by Victoria Aveyard

Mollie MacInnes

Thirteen Days of Midnight is one of the most enjoyable 
books I’ve read and most of it kept me guessing. Luke 
Manchett is an anti-hero, the popular boy-turned-
outcast who gets his comeuppance when all his so-
called friends desert him as soon as things get weird. 
Written in the first person, from Luke’s point of view, 
it sucks you into his impossible predicament from the 
very first page and doesn’t release you until the finale.

Thirteen days of Midnight 
by Leo Hunt

 Leah Martin

This book has an unusual plot and is not like any 
other book I have read. Fifty years ago, the world 
was almost destroyed by a chemical war. Now the 
world is divided: the mutants and the pure, the 
broken and the privileged, the damaged and the 
perfect. This is an action packed science fiction 
story. I really liked it.

Mutant City  
by Steve Feasy

Nathan Lyall

LATEST REVIEWS FROM OUR READERS BOOK GROUP

EXCELLENCE IN WRITING 

 IT HAD YELLOW EYES

PRIMARY WINNER: Treya Ritchie, Y6, James Knott Campus.

In a dark, gloomy abandoned house, there lived a creature with yellow 
eyes: the eyes lit up the room like 1,000 light bulbs. Suddenly, there was 
the loudest roar ever, like a lion ready to pounce on its prey. Dead bodies 

scattered across the floor - the floorboards creaked in anguish.

Commended: John Lee Scott, William Leech, Y6  
and Kasey Messenger, Y6, Grace Darling Campus

SECONDARY WINNER: Aiden Fairholme, Y8, Josephine Butler Campus.

Detective John Green awoke to a slow buzzing of his phone. 
“Hello.” He spoke lazily, “Who is this?” 

“My name is Lenard Coy - I am calling to report a murder”. 
The next few heart-pounding hours of Green’s life would change  

forever, as he discovered what had happened.

Commended: Matthew Stoker, Y9 and Jordan Leigh Marvin, Y8

MIDNIGHT ZOO

PRIMARY WINNER: Dakota Allen, Y5, James Knott Campus.

When the stars woke up and midnight was in sight, they came across an 
abandoned zoo. Aarron and Jeff explored; seeing in their minds a glimpse of 
the beauty that once used to lie there. Dr Pops smirked a grinny, mischievous 

smile and asked the boys to come this way. They both shrugged their 
shoulders and carelessly tagged along.

Commended: Ryan Cochrane, Y6, James Knott Campus

SECONDARY WINNER: Rachel Younger, Y9, Josephine Butler Campus.

 The possibility of a place being more undoubtedly haunted than here must 
be minimal. Every step, every movement that I take I feel stalked. Haunted. 

The thick fog lingered in the atmosphere; the whole scene screamed 
‘caliginous...’

But the absolute terror that filled me didn’t silence the ravenous hunger of 
adventure which was powered by adrenaline alone. Despite my heart racing, 
pounding in my chest, I didn’t look back. I have heard stories of this place; 

they’re silently spread as if they are forbidden curses

Commended: Isabella Davison, Y7, and Abi Davidson, Y5, Josephine Butler Campus

WINNERS EXTRACTS

Award-winning children’s author 
Piers Torday challenged talented 
writers in KS2 and KS3 to compose 
their own stories inspired by  
‘The Midnight Zoo’ and ‘It had 
Yellow Eyes’. The winning entries 
were read aloud by an actor at  
The Alnwick Garden.Primary pupils took part in a National 

Joke telling competition called ‘Voice 
Box’. This created lots of opportunity 
for speaking and listening and sharing 
jokes in class and across the Academy. 

You Must Be Joking!

The hotly anticipated inter-campus final 
at the James Knott Campus was judged 

by Ian Lavery, Wansbeck MP, and Mr 
Day, Executive Director. Award-winning 

comedian, Lee Ridley, who performs under 
the name ‘Lost Voice Guy’, also told jokes 

using his iPad, as he has cerebral palsy and 
cannot talk. 

After lots of laughter, Zach Robinson of 
the James Knott Campus, was judged 

overall winner with his joke ‘Why did Adele 
cross the road?’ To sing ‘Hello from the 
other side,’ which he delivered and sang 

beautifully. Well done Zach!

The winning joke from each campus is 
now with the Royal College of Speech and 

Language Therapists for them to judge. 
Shortlisted winners will be announced in 

January and invited to the National Final at 
the Houses of Parliament, London.

What did the cow say to  
the bull at the disco?  

I like the way you moooooove!  
Chloe Smith, Y1,  

Josephine Butler Campus

How do you make a tissue dance?  
You put a little boogie in it!  

Sophie Shears, Y2, William Leech Campus

Where does a pirate go shopping? 
Argh-gos!  

Marley Taylor, Y2, Grace Darling Campus.

What do you call a cake in jail?  
In custardy.  

Jesse Webb, Y6, Thomas Bewick Campus.

For further information about our 
Speech, Language and Communication 
Support in school contact Julie Carr, 
Speech and Language Therapist: 
julie.carr@ncea.org.uk
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SOUTH AFRICA,  
BOTSWANA  
AND ZAMBIA

Nine intrepid Y13 students from JBVI took part in a 
life-changing expedition to South Africa, Botswana 

and Zambia. Their challenge began 12 months earlier 
as they first had to raise £15,000 to fund the trip.

ADVENTURE

After hitting their target, 
they travelled to Gaborone, 
in the Academy’s link 
Diocese of Botswana  
to volunteer with  
community projects.
The group visited St Peter’s Day Care 
Centre and worked with orphans and 
children suffering from HIV and Aids.  
They also cleared a playground  
damaged in storms and bought  
equipment for the school.

Working in 41˚C heat they helped prepare 
the garden at Holy Cross Pre-School and 
supported patients at Holy Cross Hospice, 
clearing a fallen tree that had damaged 
patients’ rooms and tackling a bees’ nest.  

Team Botswana member, Skye Grant, Y13, 
said: “Through meeting the teachers and 
children, many of whom are from hugely 
disadvantaged backgrounds, we came to 
appreciate the bigger picture of what life is 
like in Botswana and how people cope and 
thrive in the face of adversity.”

A once in a lifetime trip!!!  
We all had the best time  
of our lives. Working in  
the day care centres with  
the children was an  
unforgettable experience!

This was the first time I’d 
ever been to Africa and it 

met all expectations. I had 
the best time with the best 

people and wouldn’t have 
changed it for the world.

l Table Mountain and Robben Island 

l Game drives in Chobe National Park Botswana

l Victoria Falls in Zambia

l White-water rafting in the Zambezi

WE VISITED:

MAJOR PARKER 
COMBINED CADET FORCE LEADER

It has been a busy few months for NCEA cadets.

Over the summer the Cadet Pipes and Drums were invited to take 
part in a unique folk festival in Macedonia. While they were there, 
the band made such an impression they were invited to perform in 
Struga at the invitation of the British Embassy Skopje.

Back in the UK, the band’s reputation continues to grow and 
they have been delighted to attend a wide range of events from 
Remembrance Parades to ruby wedding anniversaries. 

Cadets have also recorded successes at national competitions, 
gaining silver medals in the Annual Brigade Black Rat Challenge 
and impressing judges at the First Aid finals.

MONDAY Contingent training 
TUESDAY DofE 
WEDNESDAY Dancing and bugling 
THURSDAY Military Band and Pipes 
 and Drums 
FRIDAY Additional practice and 
 rehearsals where required

CADET 
DIARY
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We visited the North London Collegiate School (NLCS) 
on the UNESCO World Heritage island of Jeju. The 
trip helped us to realise how lucky we are to have 

our brilliant education for free. It also taught us how 
independent work really improves your overall grades 
as most of the Korean students spend the majority of 
the night times doing independent study and extra-

curricular activities.

This was a once in a lifetime opportunity that has 
broadened my abilities and skills. The trip has also 
motivated me to try and achieve higher grades, as  

well as doing extra work outside of school. 

by Ellie Gadsby, Y13

During our study trip to Spain, we visited the very famous 
Dali museum which enriched my love of art and Spanish 

culture. We also visited the Basilica of the Sagrada 
Família, which was a great experience to see a building 
with so much history behind it.  Barcelona is filled with 
amazing architecture and the streets are vibrant and a 

brilliant mix of old and contemporary buildings.

We also attended a Spanish lesson at the ‘Escuela de 
Idiomas Prestige,’ a private language school. 

My time in Spain was a very helpful and fun experience 
which will help me later in life as I have applied to study 

Spanish at university.

by Erin Elliott, Y13

LESSONS FROM SOUTH KOREA

INSPIRED BY SPAIN

Students gave the Countess of Wessex a royal 
welcome when she visited Northumberland as part  

of a 450-mile charity challenge. 

Her Royal Highness took time-out to chat to Duke of 
Edinburgh Award participants at the start of the second  

leg of her Edinburgh to London bike ride. 

The Diamond Challenge marks the 60-year anniversary of  
the scheme, which the Academy has been running for the 

past three years. 

Programme leader, Maj Parker, said:  
“Taking part in a DofE programme can help students  

develop vital skills for life and work, such as confidence, 
commitment, resilience and teamwork.”

DofE CHALLENGE 

Looking for a new challenge? Any staff, parents, carers 
or students over 16, who are interested in training to 

become an expedition leader can contact Maj Parker at 
eyton.parker@ncea.org.uk
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Aspiration

MR FOX 
CAREERS & EMPLOYABILITY MANAGER

Blast from  
the Past 
The History Club’s very own History Magazine 
will be out soon. Find out what life was like in 
Ashington in World War One, from the fashions 
to the number one song. Also, find out what 
Mr Gibson likes about History in an exclusive 
interview.

We research lots of different parts of history; 
watch films; get crafty with different projects; 
and edit our history magazine, Blast from the 
Past. We would love to see you there.

WE MEET ON A 

TUESDAY 
3.30 - 4.30PM 

IN HU1

THE WORLD 
OF WORK

Y13 students pursuing the 
apprenticeship route into the world of 
work took part in a workshop looking 
at job seeking techniques, CV writing, 
personal image and how to perform at 
interview.

On hand with expert advice were 
representatives from three regional 
employers who have pledged to offer 
their time to help young people with 
their career planning through the 
‘Inspiring the Future’ website.

Pupils at the William Leech Campus 
had fun finding out what it takes to 
run a real town in the Make it Real 
game. During the seven week careers 
programme, children learn about 
citizenship, interview each other for 
jobs and form their own companies. 
They also learn about how to present 
themselves to others and to develop 
those all-important employability skills.

EXPLORING 
SCIENCE

Science Club meets on Thursday 
lunchtimes. Our current theme is 

rockets and space and in this session 
we investigated what chemicals we 

could use as fuel for a rocket using a 
whoosh bottle. We also learned why 
we shouldn’t use magnesium to form 

the body of a rocket!
Three students enjoyed a rare opportunity to see 

behind the scenes at Newcastle Airport.

Access All Areas at Newcastle Airport

The visit was arranged through the Academy’s new membership 
of the North East England Chamber of Commerce (NEECC).

Armed with a special pass to allow them to go ‘airside’ and 
visit strictly controlled areas, they also watched a live fire 

demonstration where the airport’s firefighters put out a blaze on 
the training aircraft. 

• 3,000 people employed by the airport 

• Main recruitment period at Easter

AIRPORT 
FACTS

TAKE THE 

MATHS 
CHALLENGE

A prize of a box of chocolates 
for the winner that will be 

picked randomly from  
correct answers.

Answers on email to 
nceamaths@ncea.org.uk

A group of children from the Josephine Butler Primary Campus were 
in for a treat when they visited Davenport’s Chocolatiers in Pelaw. 
Supported by Skills to Shine, they made cookies and chocolates to 
sell at a Pop-Up Shop on Thursday, December 15 at Manor Walks, 

Cramlington from 11.30am to 1.30pm.

POP UP CHOCS

Students stepped into the future 
when they were challenged to find 

innovative digital solutions to a range 
of everyday problems. 

Digital Day is a nationwide initiative to 
raise awareness of the many opportunities 

for young people in the thriving digital 
industries. Working with staff from 

Newcastle digital transformation agency 
Th_nk, the students had to pitch their 

ideas in a Dragon’s Den style. 

The winning team of Adam Douglass, 
Connor Fairbairn, Carl Roberts, Luke 

Johnston, and Connor Harding, designed 
an app that used virtual and augmented 

reality to allow medical students to master 
their skills.

THINKING DIGITAL AT OTHER IDEAS:
 

• An app that linked a personal 
 profile to employee vacancies 
 named Jinder 
 
• A virtual reality app teaching 
 young dads how to prepare 
 for parenthood 
 
• A budgeting app  
 
• An app to help you  
 focus whilst  
 stopping smoking

750,000 
MORE DIGITALLY 

SKILLED WORKERS 
WILL BE NEEDED BY 

2017

Tony Quinn, Managing Director of  
ORE Catapult (Offshore Renewable 

Energy) in Blyth.

The Academy is taking part in the 
Gatsby Foundation National Career 

Benchmarks Pilot led by the North East 
Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP). 

This is creating the opportunity for new 
initiatives and close links with industry, 

such as the appointment of  
Enterprise Advisors. 

Mr Quinn is eager to inspire and support 
students to make positive decisions 
about their future. As well as visiting 

JBVI to talk about the renewable energy 
sector and the jobs available in this 

region, ORE Catapult is also hoping to 
offer work experience placements.

MEET OUR NEW 
ENTERPRISE 
ADVISOR



LETTER 
FROM OUR 
GOVERNORS

Mrs Snelling 
Chair of Governors
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In the Community

Dear parents and carers

During September the Academy hosted the Pearl 
of Africa Choir. What a magnificent performance 
of singing and dancing they gave us. Everyone in 
the audience was delighted and gave a rapturous 
round of applause. The magnificent sum of 
£1,800 was raised to support them which was 
tremendously generous of students and their 
families.

Singing and dancing aside, what struck me most about the 
young people in the choir was their amazing enthusiasm 
and joyful approach to all that they were doing. The very 
youngest member of the choir took the role of compere, 
with amazing confidence and all the young people spoke 
to us as individuals. 

Every young person had thoughts about their future 
and each one was clear about which professions they 
wanted to study for and pursue. They were ambitious and 
determined to do something to change their lives and that 
of others. 

All of this chimed very well with the aspirations that 
governors and staff have for the young people at the 
Academy. I hope that our students took on-board the clear 
messages and role models presented to them by the Pearl 
of Africa Choir.

l  Be determined to overcome difficulties

l  Enjoy each day and new experience

l  Work hard for what is important to you

l  Know what you would like to do career wise and  
     have high aspirations

For everyone at the Academy; staff, students, families and 
governors, there is a message here: anything that is worth 
achieving takes effort and determination.

The Academy must continue to embrace these messages 
alongside the values of LIGHT and ensure that each 
person achieves and becomes the best they can be.

Pearls are precious jewels but they take some time to 
be formed. The start of the pearl is a tiny bit of grit that 
causes aggravation to the oyster but eventually grows to 
be something of beauty. 

All of our students and staff have the potential  
to be pearls.
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As part of the end of year celebrations, The Centre held two fantastic Activity 
Days. All pupils had the opportunity to try a range of activities including circus 
skills, face painting, archery, a visit by Animal Antics, a storyteller, den building 
and a bouncy castle. 

FABULOUS FUN  
IN THE CENTRE

PURPLE 4POLIO

Children from the William Leech Campus 
have supported another successful parish 

council event as they helped to plant 
5,000 purple crocus bulbs at the Pit Wheel 

Mining Memorial.
A pit wheel from the former Daw Mill Colliery in  

Warwickshire has been placed at the centre of the village  
to create a new focal point for the community. 

This event was designed to educate young people  
about polio: a crippling disease that kills and paralyses  
young children, and how Rotary is working to eradicate  

it from the world.

Pupils from the Thomas Bewick Campus took part in a giant 
Welly Walk to raise money for Farm Africa. Marching to the 

tune of comedian Billy Connelly’s ‘Welly Song,’ they proudly 
paraded their decorated wellies and raised £137 to help 

farmers in Africa to buy vital farming equipment and seeds.

Wonderful Wellies!
The James Knott Primary Campus has won 
a massive cash boost from the Tesco Bags 

of Help scheme. 

The supermarket has teamed up with 
Groundwork on the initiative, which sees 
grants of £12,000, £10,000 and £8,000, 
raised from the 5p bag levy, awarded to 
environmental and greenspace projects.

This grant means a huge development of the 
outdoor area which has been a focus of the 
James Knott Learner Voice. Thank you to 

everyone who supported the campus.

JAMES KNOTT GARDEN PROJECT 
BAGS £12,000 CASH GRANT

 
CHARITABLE 

GIVING

THIS TERM WE RAISED:

£2041.97
FOR NSPCC’S 
CHILDLINE

£1163  
FOR CHILDREN 

IN NEED

£183.45 
AT A MACMILLAN 
COFFEE MORNING

The pupils also took part in an art 
competition to celebrate Lynemouth’s 
mining heritage. The finished art work 
was displayed at Park View residential 
home and prizes were awarded to every 
child who entered. Maddie Johnson and 
Evie Whitfield were chosen as the overall 
winners and presented with prizes of art 
materials by Lewis Rimington, localism 
officer, at housing association ISOS.

If you would like information about  
two-year-old provision at either  

Lynemouth or at our Ashington nurseries, 
please contact: Mrs Lishman  

on 01670 816111 ext 395

Children and families had a fun-filled 
afternoon at the new NCEA Early 

Years Centre in Lynemouth.

Activities were organised by staff from 
the Early Years Centre and Action for 
Children including pony rides, face 

painting, hook-a-duck and a tombola 
stall. The fire service brought their fire 
engine which was a great hit with the 

children and the local community police 
held a penalty shoot-out.

Mrs Lishman, Director of Early Years, 
said “The strong partnership between 
the Academy and Action for Children 
has resulted in the Early Years Centre 

becoming a hub of Early Years provision 
in Lynemouth. We look forward  

to offering more events for families  
to enjoy.”

FAMILY FUN DAY FOR 
EARLY YEARS HUB

A fantastic time!
It was nice to see lots of people here.

This was a great event.
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SPORT

GRACE DARLING CAMPUS 
Year 5 Georgia Fletcher 
Year 5 Kasey Messenger 
Year 6 Kaden Beggs 
Year 6 Brooke Coulson

JAMES KNOTT CAMPUS 
Year 5 Robyn Watson 
Year 6 Anna Robison

JOSEPHINE BUTLER CAMPUS 
Year 5 Luke Callender 
Year 5 Ella Symons 
Year 6 Emily Blyth 
Year 6 Owen Gascoigne

THOMAS BEWICK CAMPUS 
Year 5 Cody Taylor 
Year 6 Nicole Kelly

WILLIAM LEECH CAMPUS 
Year 5 Megan Shears 
Year 6 Courtney Maddison

STEM  
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths)  
Science  Louis Macdonald 
Technology Kadyn Hunter 
Engineering Katie Cessford 
Mathematics Sophie Scott

THE CENTRE 
Key Stage 2  Joe Marshall 
Key Stage 3 Aaron Kraljic 
Key Stage 4 Luke Hart 
Key Stage 5 Adam Chishti 
  Megan Thompson

SECONDARY LEARNERS 
Art and Design Jodie Lawson 
  Kirsten Shears 
English  Charlotte Armstrong 
  Aaron Dodds 
Humanities Pj Holmes 
  Jessica Priest 
ICT and Computing Lewis Barnes 
  Jerry Garratt 
Maths  Adam Purdy 
  Katie Stafford 
Modern Foreign Languages 
  Elisabeth French 
  Georgia Surtees 
Music and Performing Arts 
  Megan Hinton 
  Sam Young 
Physical Education Alex Brown 
  Conor Peel 
Religious Studies Cameron Adams-Ramsey 
  Daniel Emery 
Science  Emily Bickerton 
  Paige Young 
Vocational Studies Cerys Cottrell 
  Lewis Freeman 
Rob McKay Award Adam Brash 
Sixth Form Student 2015/2016 
  Daniel Clark

SPECIAL AWARDS 
Ashington Town Council Citizenship Award 
Leah Brown 
Presented by The Mayor of Ashington, Cllr Avril Chisholm 

Lynemouth Parish Council Citizenship Award 
Shannon Tyler 
Presented by the Chair of Lynemouth Parish Council,  
Cllr Liz Dunn 

Newbiggin Town Council Citizenship Award 
Nina Maxwell  
Alanya Wilson  
Presented by The Mayor of Newbiggin, Cllr Stuart Todd 

The High Sheriff of Northumberland Award for 
Cadet of the Year 
Cdt Regan Povey  
Presented by the Marquess of Donegall 

The Bishop of Newcastle Award for Community 
Service—Junior Learner  
Abby McMurdo  
Presented by The Rt Revd Christine Hardman, Bishop of Newcastle

The Bishop of Newcastle Award for Community 
Service—Senior Learner 
Keegan Gallon  
Presented by The Rt Revd Christine Hardman, Bishop of Newcastle

The Duke of Northumberland Award for  
Enterprising Spirit—Junior Learner 
Liam Adams-Ramsay 
Presented by the Duke of Northumberland

The Duke of Northumberland Award for 
Enterprising Spirit—Senior Learner 
Jessica Buddles 
Presented by the Duke of Northumberland

The Northumberland Church of England Award 
for Excellence—Junior Learner 
Niamh Leck 
Presented by Mr Andrew Day, Executive Director 

The Northumberland Church of England Award 
for Excellence—Senior Learner 
Brooke Mullaney 
Presented by Mr Andrew Day, Executive Director 

ANNUAL AWARDS CELEBRATION

Awards were presented to students at our prestigious  
prize-giving event in recognition of their academic achievement 
and/or outstanding progress. Thank you to our special guests: 
His Grace, The Duke of Northumberland; The Rt Revd Christine 
Hardman, Bishop of Newcastle; the Marquess of Donegall; 
The Mayor of Ashington, Cllr Avril Chisholm; The Mayor of 
Newbiggin, Cllr Stuart Todd; and Chair of Lynemouth Parish 
Council, Cllr Liz Dunn.

Music was provided by the James Knott Classical Guitars, 
Academy Voices, Erin Richardson-Hogg and Skye Grant. 

Our involvement in the Ashington 
Area School Games competition is 
well underway.

Our Y5/6 girls’ football A and B teams 
competed in a round-robin at Ashington 
High School against four other schools. 
Our A team won all games and proceeds 
to the finals next year. Girls’ football 
is increasing in popularity with players 
from four of our five campuses playing 
for the Academy team.

GIRLS’ 
FOOTBALL 
SUCCESS

Congratulations to  
the U15 girls who  
have been selected  
for NRFU U15 team:

• Remi Hodgson 

• Lucy Reid

• Katie Stafford 

• Leigha Redpath

U15 GIRLS 

Rugby was first introduced to the Academy in 2013 as part 
of the CBRE All Schools programme, launched by the Rugby 

Football Union (RFU), and which aims to get more state 
secondary schools playing rugby and encourage students to 

join local clubs.

RUGBY 
UNION 

Our ‘Tag-Rugby Friday’ at the Josephine Butler Primary 
Campus continues to prove very popular. Alongside this 

club, we have four of our high school leaders organising and 
delivering multi-skills games clubs to a small number of our 

younger children, under the supervision of a member of staff. 
Activities include tennis, gymnastics, dance, breakfast clubs, 

fitness, a running club and both girls’ and boys’ football.

Autumn 2016 has been one of the busiest starts 
to the year we have seen at NCEASport. Since 
September, teams have been involved in 16 

competitive fixtures. These have included both 
inter-campus festivals and competitions, as well  

as external inter-school competitions.



Thomas Bewick Campus
Moorhouse Lane 
Ashington  
NE63 9LP

Tel: 01670 812 075

Grace Darling Campus
Central Parkway 
Newbiggin by the Sea 
NE64 6RT 

Tel: 01670 812 075

James Knott Campus
Norham Road 
Ashington 
NE63 0LF

Tel: 01670 813 219

William Leech Campus
Church Square  
Lynemouth  
Morpeth, NE61 5TR

Tel: 01670 860 267

Josephine Butler Campus
Academy Road  
Ashington  
NE63 9FZ

Tel: 01670 816 111 www.ncea.org.uk

RUGBY

Well done to our rugby squads who competed at Druid Park, Gosforth,  
in a NRFU festival with Y10 excelling.

Well done to the Y10 football  
team who defeated James 

Calvert Spence College 5-2 and 
are currently second in the East 

Northumberland league.

NCEASport footballers have been 
selected for East Northumberland 

district football teams.

Owen Gascoigne Y7
Lewis O’Connor Y7

Ben Chaplin Y8
Adam Angus Y8

Lewis Weallans Y8
Aaron Dodds Y10

Danny Anderson Y10
Jack Halpin Y11

The U14 rugby team was unbeaten in a 
Northern Rugby Football Union (NRFU) 

festival. They overcame QEHS Hexham, St 
Benet Biscops and Seaton Burn.

The U12 rugby team defeated Newcastle 
School for Boys in their friendly fixture.

The Y11 and Sixth Form rugby team won 
both games at an NRFU festival at Druid 

Park, Gosforth.

WINNING TEAMS

Our U11 football team is unbeaten  
after five fixtures.

FOOTBALL COACHING Pupils interested in after-school football training 
can now play in the NCEA inter-campus league. 

Well done to the teams from the Josephine 
Butler Primary Campus and the Thomas Bewick 

Campus who won the first fixtures. 

 
NCEASport has teamed up with the Newcastle 
United Foundation and Northumberland FA to 

provide disability football coaching. Collingwood 
School will be joining students from The Centre 

every Wednesday for after-school coaching. 


