
Wansbeck MP Ian Lavery and 
entrepreneur Sir John Hall 
were among the guests at the 
official opening of our new 4G 
sports pitch.

Mr Lavery enjoyed a kick-around with 
pupils on the state-of-the-art facility,  
which is also open to the community.  

He said: “It is fantastic what is being 
achieved here. These are the kind of 
facilities that the people of South East 
Northumberland deserve.” 

 
The event was part of the Academy’s 
annual Founders’ and Benefactors’ 
Day. Find out more on pages 2-3.

THE SOUND 
OF MUSIC 
Success at 
Wansbeck  
Music Festival

STAR 
STUDENT 
Vet Scholarship 
for Elizabeth

TWICKENHAM 
MASCOTS 
Cadets Turn  
Rugby Mascots

THE NEXT 
ADVENTURE 
Sixth Form 
Transition  
Week Inspires

HE’S A  
HOT SHOT 
Andrew is Best  
in the UK

16

IN THIS ISSUE

A Specialist Design and Environment Academy

ISSUE 5 
SUMMER TERM 2016 NEWS

THE NCEA 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH NCEA NEWS

ON OUR WEBSITE 
ncea.org.uk

ON FACEBOOK 
The Northumberland 
Church of England Academy

ON TWITTER 
@NCEA_Academy

New 4G 
Pitch Kicks 
Off in Style 

4

6

8

10

This term has seen exciting developments  
in our Early Years provision. The Academy 
has received national recognition for its 
work with younger children, who now 
exceed the national average for the first 
time. A move into new facilities has also 
created more space to play and learn for  
our children in Lynemouth. 

Find out more on p14. HIVE OF ACTIVITY IN EARLY YEARS



As we approach the end of another academic year – 
uncertainty over examination outcomes abound. The changes 
to exam specifications, tests and coursework mean that, at all 
levels, the results we get in July and August remain difficult to 
gauge. Suffice it to say that pupils and teachers have worked 
incredibly hard to ensure that everyone who learns within the 
Academy has done their very best. We hope that they will be 
rewarded justly!

The Academy already has reason to celebrate. Our Early  
Years team has done incredibly well taking our younger 
children to excellent places in the Good Level of Development 
(GLD: the Early Years benchmark of success). They exceed the 
national average for the very first time! Our Y1 children have 
repeated the success of last year’s Phonics tests and they too 
have improved. Congratulations to all involved.

Our work in Early Years has been nationally recognised and 
led to a number of visits from interested parties, including the 
Scottish education department. We have grown the provision 
by adding some space at Lynemouth and the Childminding 
Agency has taken off with a number of new recruits signing 
up for training.

The Academy remains an incredibly busy place.  
Much happens to keep your children gainfully employed.  
Just a brief flick through this newsletter will show you the 
range of activities on offer and the success achieved by  
those who participate.

Great moments of pride abound – Elizabeth Ward gains a 
scholarship with the Royal Veterinary College Summer School; 
Ellie Gadsby goes on work experience to law firm Edwards 
and Co in Belfast with its Senior Partner; Andrew Knight is 
British shot put champion in his age-group; two England 
boxers (Courtney Scott and Alex Brown); Josephine Butler 
Primary wins another Love Northumberland Award…  
The list is endless.

Music, art and drama continue to flourish. At the heart of 
all we do is a desire for every child and young person in our 
care to have the very best opportunities and to let their lights 
shine as brightly as possible. They need to embrace every 
opportunity – use all that is on offer to build team-working 
skills, resilience, love of learning and creativity. That is what 
education is all about.

My thanks to all of the staff at the Academy for the  
work they do in what are very testing times. 
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EMBRACE 
EVERY 
OPPORTUNITY 

Mr Day 
Executive Director

BE THE BEST 
THAT YOU 
CAN BE!

You just have to believe in 
yourself and have that inner 
belief and absolute confidence 
in your own ability. If you 
don’t believe in yourself, you 
will never make those strides 
to advance in life. You have 
something that is special to  
you and you develop that  
talent as much as you can.

Founders’ and Benefactors’ 
Day is a wonderful opportunity 

for the Academy to share 
our students’ successes and 

achievements with those who 
kindly support us. 

North East entrepreneur, Sir John Hall;  
The Duke of Northumberland and The Rt  
Revd Christine Hardman, Bishop of Newcastle 
were also among the guests.  
During the day, they enjoyed performances from the 
school choirs, a demonstration from the Combined Cadet 
Force (CCF) and music from the North East Cadet Pipes 
and Drums. They also found out more about student 
volunteer trips abroad and the wide range of sports on 
offer to pupils, including football and rugby.

Lt Gen Robin Brims, who led the British invasion of  
Iraq, also returned to the school to carry out the  
biennial inspection of the CCF, commending cadets  
on their achievements since the scheme was launched  
two years ago.

Sir John, who grew up in nearby North Seaton village, said: 
“The new facilities, the sports facility, the army cadets, the 
choirs and the singing, I am totally enthralled by what has 
been achieved on the doorstep of my home village.” 

Executive Director, Mr Day, said: “We believe that 
investing in wider enrichment activities for our 
young people is vital to help them become the best 
that they can be. We are very proud of all that our 
students have achieved over the last year.”

SIR JOHN 
HALL SAID:

FOUNDERS’ & BENEFACTORS’ 
DAY GALLERY
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ENJOY THE  
SUN AND  
THE RAIN  
THIS SUMMER

The human memory is a marvellous feature  
of human life and one that I don’t pretend  
to understand.  

The summer terms of my childhood are the ones  
with the most vivid memories: long sunny days,  
sports days, hot exam halls and school trips. The 
school trip must surely bring back memories for 
everyone. Where do you remember going? Is it still 
there? Are your children and grandchildren still going 
to the same places? You might like to share your 
memories of the summer term with your youngsters.

All campuses have been very busy providing excellent 
education inside and outside the classroom this term.  
All my memories of summer trips are of blue skies and 
glorious sunshine, but of course, this must surely be 
fiction. No British summer consists of non-stop sun!  
As I write this it is grey, overcast and drizzling, in fact, 
typical summer weather. Why don’t my memories 
include any days like today?

We have a tendency to edit our distant memories, 
only holding onto the very best and the very worst 
experiences. Sometimes we go further and only hold 
onto the best OR the worst. To live life to the full as 
Jesus intended is to remember the sun and the rain, 
the great days and the slightly disappointing, the 
triumphs and the tragedies. In almost every day there 
is something to make us smile, someone who is helpful 
or encouraging; there is the chance for us to hold out 
our hand to help someone else.  

This year we have been using Jesus’s words from  
the Gospel of Matthew: “let your light shine.”  
Our LIGHT values of Love, Inclusivity, Goodness, 
Hope and Truth have been helping us see those 
opportunities where we can make a difference, using 
the gifts and talents that we have been given to  
make the world a better place.

Let us remember not just the sunny days,  
but make the grey ones more memorable  
as we “let our light shine.”

Sally Milner 
Chaplain

Inspiration

THE SOUND  
OF MUSIC

Budding music students from our five 
primary campuses came together for the 
Academy’s first ever orchestral ‘Play Day.’ 

Under the instruction of our secondary 
instrumental teachers, students learned 
four pieces of music in under two hours, 

before performing in a concert for parents.

The large scale transition event saw 
students performing pieces such as ‘The 
Blaydon Races’ and Pachelbel’s ‘Canon’ 

on over 10 different instruments including 
steel pans, trombones, violins, clarinets  

and bag pipes.

The Academy will shortly be 
launching a new cadet band of 
the Coldstream Guards, which will 
complement the existing North 
East Cadet Pipes and Drums. 

The new band will consist of 
woodwind, brass, and percussion 
players, and will officially start 
in September. It will perform 
at a variety of military and civil 
functions. Plans for a tour of Spain 
are also in hand. 

There is currently no minimum 
standard to join the band, as 
students can be taught to play their 
chosen instrument during rehearsal 
time. The band will rehearse on a 
Thursday evening between 6.30pm 
- 8.30pm at the Josephine Butler 
music department. (Transport is 
available for students travelling from 
outside of Ashington.)

Please contact Miss Glanville at the 
Josephine Butler Campus if your 
child would like to join the band, or 
if you would like to volunteer as an 
instrumental tutor or email  
rebecca.glanville@ncea.org.uk

More than 300 pupils entered the annual 
Wansbeck Music Festival – a record year for 

the Academy.
Many of them performed in ensembles, including classical guitar 

groups, pop bands, flute choirs, steel pan groups and string 
ensembles. The Academy, which hosted the festival for two days, 
also had a number of solo entries including flute, clarinet, guitar, 

voice and percussion.

Overall, our pupils were placed in 32 categories, winning over 25 
cups, trophies and shields. Head of Music Development, Miss 

Glanville, said: “The students’ hard work has been reflected in the 
many trophies that have been won across our campuses.”

TROPHY SUCCESS AT THE 
WANSBECK MUSIC FESTIVAL

SPECIAL MENTION

Sarah Yuille won first place with her expressive under 12 vocal 
solo ‘Favourite Things’ from The Sound of Music against some 
very talented competition. Georgia Surtees performed well in 
a number of categories and captivated the audience with her 
breath-taking, self-accompanied performance of ‘She Will Be 

Loved’ by Maroon 5. Marvin Hanson not only wowed everyone 
with his own composition percussion solo, but he was also 

awarded the Audrey Simpson Shield and a £50 cheque for being 
the most promising under-16 performer in the competition.

INDIVIDUAL PRIMARY

1st place awards – Sarah Yuille (William Leech), Rebekah Shotton 
(William Leech), Emily Watson and Matthew Lloyd duet (Josephine 

Butler), Cody Hudspeth (Josephine Butler).

INDIVIDUAL SECONDARY

1st place awards – Georgia Surtees, Keiron Gallon, Marvin Hanson, 
Kelsey McMarster, Thomas Barnes, Rachel Younger and Georgia 

Surtees duet; 2nd place awards – Samantha Young, Georgia 
Surtees, Samantha Young and Rebecca Linden duet;  

3rd place awards – Molly McInnes, Skye Grant.

GROUPS

1st place awards – NCEA Choir, NCEA Steel Band and the  
Steel Pan Trio, NCEA Pop Band, NCEA Flute Choir, NCEA Guitar 

Ensemble, Josephine Butler Primary Clarinet Group, James Knott 
Primary Classical Guitar Group, Josephine Butler Choir,  

Grace Darling Primary String Groups (joint 1st);  
2nd place award – Josephine Butler Primary Trombones.

There were also 1st place awards for the North East 
Cadet Pipes & Drums band based at the Josephine Butler 

Campus which accepts cadets from across the region.

Talented Y10 art student, Shimona Martin, 
has had her work recognised by the 

very artists who inspired her. Designers 
Timourous Beasties retweeted and ‘liked’ 

Shimona’s work after Miss Cormack shared 
her work on Twitter.

NEW  
CADET  
BAND 
LAUNCHED

A group of Y10 students, accompanied 
by Miss Cormack and Miss Gatti, 

were invited to attend the prestigious 
opening of the new TATE Modern in 
London by TATE and BALTIC. They 

were among 3,000 pupils from across 
the UK to experience an exclusive 

preview of world-famous artwork and 
meet artist Bob and Roberta Smith.

Listen to their interview on  
BBC Radio Newcastle  

http://bbc.in/29gPKNN  
(1.10.19 into the podcast)

@NCEA_MUSIC 
FOLLOW US 
ON TWITTER



Lucky cadets were given some  
of the best seats in the house 
when they were invited as  
special guests to watch the 
famous Army vs Navy rugby 
match at Twickenham.

The group travelled to London to support 
their school staff instructor (SSI), WO2 Ben 
Butler, who was selected to represent the 
British Army Masters in their veteran XV 
match against the Navy Mariners.

After watching WO2 Butler and his team beat 
their rivals and lift the trophy, the cadets were 
then invited to join 80,000 people and watch 
the Royal Navy take on the British Army for 
the Babcock Trophy at Twickenham Stadium.

Before joining the Academy, WO2 Butler 
previously served with 7 Para Royal Horse 
Artillery for 22 years. He also spent a tour with 
the Cadet Training Team in East Anglia and at 
Newcastle University Officer Training Corps as 
an instructor.
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CADETS TURN RUGBY 
MASCOTS FOR THE DAY 
AT TWICKENHAM

ADVENTURE

OUR LONDON 
ADVENTURE

“London was really good.  
My favourite thing was the London 

Eye and seeing new things.” 
Ellie Lang

-

“I enjoyed everything about London 
especially the London Eye and eating 
in restaurants and the walking tour 
because it gave us a chance to see 
places we have never seen before.“ 

Tiana Armstrong

-

“During the London trip I really 
enjoyed the Harry Potter Studios 

because we got to see the real set and 
costumes. It was absolutely amazing!” 

Erin Stuart

A group of 43 students from Y7, Y8 and Y9 enjoyed an unforgettable 
three-day trip to London. 
We visited: Harry Potter World, Madame Tussauds, The London Eye, The Houses Of Parliament, 
Westminster Abbey, Downing Street, Horse Guards Parade, Buckingham Palace, The Mall, Trafalgar 
Square, Leicester Square, Rainforest Café, Covent Garden, The Lion King, M and M World, The Natural 
History Museum, The Hard Rock Café.

The Thomas Bewick Campus celebrated  
the grand opening of its new outdoor 

classroom. The children enjoyed watching  
it being constructed and everyone  

is looking forward to using it for both 
educational and recreational purposes.

MORE OUTDOOR  
LEARNING AT  

THOMAS BEWICK

THE DAILY MILE

Pupils at the William Leech Campus 
have been boosting their fitness 
by running a mile every day. The 
15-minute break from lessons is 
proving invigorating and leaves 

children (and teachers!) more focused 
and ready to learn. The Daily Mile is 

also building confidence as children try 
to improve their personal best.

Congratulations to the cadet 
teams who took first and second 
place in the CCF Regional First 
Aid Competition.

This was a fantastic achievement against 
fierce competition from Barnard Castle 
School CCF.

Our winning team, led by Sgt Leah Brown, 
Y11, will now go on to compete at the 
Nationals in September at York.

LIFE-
CHANGING 
SKILLS

CCF REGIONAL 
FIRST AID  
COMPETITION  
SUCCESS

Mr Day and Maj Parker were invited to attend a 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) Gold Award 
Presentation at Buckingham Palace.
 
They were presented with a special plaque from the 
DofE Charity in acknowledgement of the Academy’s 
commitment to running the award.
Taking part in a DofE programme significantly 
impacts young people’s futures, enabling them 
to develop vital skills for life and work, such as 
confidence, commitment, resilience and teamwork.



Volunteering or studying abroad 
are great ways to learn new skills 
and expand horizons. During the 
summer, a group of students are 
travelling to Jeju in Korea to study 
at a British school. Following 
successful trips to Kenya and 
South Africa, members of the 
Sixth Form are also travelling to 
Botswana in October as part of 
our annual overseas adventure. 
They will take part in a range 
of activities, including helping 
building projects to improve  
local communities. They will  
also work with children’s day  
care centres and the Holy Cross 
Aids Hospice.  

Should you wish to support  
the fundraising initiatives, 
please contact Mr Barber on  
simon.barber@ncea.org.uk
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THE START OF AN ADVENTURE AT WITH QUALITY TEACHING, FIRST-
CLASS CAREERS ADVICE AND LIFE-

CHANGING ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  
THERE’S NEVER BEEN A BETTER 
TIME TO JOIN OUR SIXTH FORM. 

We will prioritise places for  
students within the Academy  
and therefore would ask that  

students who wish to continue into  
Sixth Form ensure they submit their 

choices forms to JBVI staff.

To find out more, email Mrs Towers 
danielle.towers@ncea.org.uk

VOCATIONAL PROVISION

Our vocational provision is particularly strong and  
due to this consistently high performance, we have 
appeared in various national reports as being among the 
best performing in the country. Our student outcomes in  
2015 placed JBVI in the top 10% of national performance. 

For those Sixth Form students not applying for university 
places in 2015, the Academy’s guidance and support 
systems ensured that by September, 100% of students  
were engaged in education, training or employment.

COURSES  
AT A GLANCE

A Levels
 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Economics 
English Language 
English Literature 
Food and Nutrition 
Geography 
History 
ICT 
Mathematics 
Music 
Performing Arts 
Photography 
Physical Education 
Physics 
Psychology 
Religious Studies 
Sociology  
Spanish

Vocational Courses
 
3D Design 
Art and Design 
Business Studies 
Childcare 
Construction 
Creative Media 
Hairdressing 
Health and Social Care 
OCR ICT- single award 
OCR ICT- double award 
Public Services 
Sport 
Textiles

99.4% 
of entries gained  

A* - E  
GRADES

51.7% 
of overall grades

A*-B

92% OF STUDENTS 
GAINED THEIR

FIRST CHOICE 
UNIVERSITY 

PLACE

STEVE GIBSON  
PRINCIPAL DIRECTOR: 

“The increasing number of A-levels 
on offer reflects the ambition and 
academic aspirations of our students 
and the fact that more of them aspire 
to attend the very best universities, 
to achieve the best apprenticeships 
and gainful, fulfilling employment.”

WHAT TO STUDY?  

This will be the most 
important decision that  
you have yet made in  
your education. 

Think and research 
carefully; talk to staff who 
teach these subjects to find 
out more. Your starting 
point may be to consider 
your ambitions after Sixth 
Form, whether that be 
employment or university.

In 2015 we achieved our best ever set 
of results and, as the only Ofsted-rated 

“Good” Sixth Form in the area, we are seeing 
demand for places increase. 

JBVI offers a wide range of subjects at post-16 and 
the opportunity to mix between vocational and 

academic. Some of our provision is rated in the top 
10% nationally and we believe that the care and 

guidance that our students receive to support them 
through their Sixth Form journey and into employment 

or university is second to none. 

highly  
ambitious

Leaders are 

for students in the Sixth Form

Students demonstrate

 positive  
attitudes

 to learning and attend well

OFSTED
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Aspiration

Dozens of students were recognised 
for an excellent attitude to learning 

and for their contribution to the life of 
the Academy at the annual Learner of 
the Year Awards. They were presented 

with their prizes by the Duke of 
Northumberland and the Rt Revd Frank 

White, Assistant Bishop of Newcastle.

LEARNER 
OF THE 
YEAR 
AWARDS

A group of 15 pupils who are studying a  
BTEC in Construction and Built Environment  

were given an insightful tour of one of Newcastle’s 
latest developments.  Carillion’s Vita student 

accommodation site was opened to pupils and  
the public as part of Open Doors Week, which aims 

to inspire the next generation to find out more  
about the wide range of roles available in the 

construction industry.

OPENING DOORS TO CAREERS  
IN CONSTRUCTION

A group of Y11 students spent two 
days each week for four weeks  
learning about different areas of 
construction, motor vehicle studies 
and bicycle maintenance to help them 
focus on what they want to do when 
they leave school.

Northumberland Adult Learning 
Service on the North Seaton Industrial 
Estate was happy to show them 
various practical skills such as joinery, 
brickwork and how to carry out basic 
bike maintenance. Attendance on the 
course was excellent and all students 
are now more focused on their  
future direction.

FUTURE 
FOCUS

Science Club continues to carry out exciting 
experiments. We became Chemical CSIs 

and identified unknown chemicals through 
precipitation reactions. We have also been 
making model cars out of old CDs, testing 

rockets and growing bacteria.

SCIENCE CLUB
Star Student 

Congratulations to Elizabeth Ward, 
Y12, who is the only UK student  
to be given a full scholarship for  
the prestigious two-week  
Pre-Vet Summer School at the  
Royal Veterinary College,  
University of London.

The Apprenticeship website has been 
redesigned and rebranded to make it easier 

for young people to use when searching 
for apprenticeships.

Although not all apprenticeships are advertised on this site 
– some companies prefer to use their own careers pages – 
the majority of vacancies for 16-19 year-olds do appear. 

getingofar.gov.uk

NEW NATIONAL  
APPRENTICESHIPS WEBSITE

A Y10 maths group took part in a three-week programme delivered by two 
senior engineers from ORE Catapult in Blyth, formerly known as NaREC. They 

put together a programme that linked GCSE Maths concepts with their work on 
wind turbines. Students looked at how to measure wind speed, how to assess the 
right conditions for a wind farm and how to test a turbine blade for strength and 
stamina. Renewable energy is a huge growth area for jobs in the North East and 
with the current construction of the offshore Dogger Bank wind farm, there will 

be thousands more to come.

 Following successful placements 
at Ashington Children’s Centre, 
four Y13 students were invited 
to attend the annual Action for 
Children Volunteers Conference 

in London. Students spoke about 
their experiences as volunteers and 
were able to meet other volunteers 

from children’s centres across  
the country.

BRINGING 
MATHS TO LIFE

Well done to all 
the pupils who 
took part in the 
primary debate. 
Representatives 
from all five primary 
campuses took 
part, debating the 
question: “Should 
the Government 
pass a law 
forbidding the sale 
of pet animals over 
the internet?”

CAN YOU INSPIRE THE  
NEXT GENERATION? 
We are looking for former pupils of both the Academy and Hirst High 
School to get in touch and help the next generation take their first 
steps on the career ladder. 

School alumni communities can create a valuable network and if you 
would like to get involved in helping with work experience, taking part 
in one of our World of Work (WOW) days, offering real-world careers 
advice to students, or support our fundraising you can contact Mr Fox 
at mark.fox@ncea.org.uk.  Please spread the word!

MR FOX 
CAREERS ADVISER



LETTER 
FROM OUR 
GOVERNORS

Mrs Snelling 
Chair of Governors
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In the Community

The exam season is almost at a close and 
hopefully, our young people have given 
themselves the best chance of success by  
studying hard and remaining calm under pressure. 

Whichever exams your child is involved in, be it 
KS1 SATS, GCSE, vocational courses or A levels,  
I would like to thank you for the support given 
to your children. The die is now cast and all we 
can do is wait for the results in July and August. 
Whatever the outcome, so long as each individual 
can honestly say that they did their best that is 
what matters.

In the meantime, life at the Academy continues as usual 
for other year groups, with increased efforts to improve 
literacy and numeracy which form the basis for all other 
subjects. A variety of educational visits, Founders’ and 
Benefactors’ Service of Dedication, presentation of Sports 
Awards, Learner of the Year Awards and Play Day for 
musicians are only some of the activities, which you can 
read about in this issue. Governors always feel privileged 
to be invited to attend these special occasions.

However, the governing body also has more challenging 
tasks to address. In the present climate, the Government 
has not seen fit to increase the funds given to schools 
nationally. The Academy’s Finance and General Purposes 
Committee has met several times to consider how the 
Academy can make the finances stretch to meet the 
needs of our pupils. This has resulted in difficult decisions 
to achieve a reduction in spending without affecting 
our educational provision. We will have the staffing and 
resources we need for September but this has only been 
achieved by careful financial management.

On behalf of the governors, I extend our thanks to all of 
the staff at the Academy for their professionalism and 
dedication to ensuring that your child has a warm, clean, 
supportive and welcoming environment in which to learn. 
Thank you to all parents for your support you are a very 
vital part of the Academy’s educational team.

 
I do hope that you will be able to have some 
relaxation and enjoy time with your families  
over the holidays, of course, some good weather 
would be a bonus too!
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In February, Matthew was suddenly 
admitted to hospital with suspected 
meningitis. Doctors later confirmed that  
he had swelling of the brain and could not 
give his parents a timescale of when and 
how he would recover.

But thankfully, with the support of child 
specialists and the dedication of his family 
and friends, Matthew has now made a full 

recovery, learning to walk and talk all  
over again.

The event was organised by his teachers  
Mrs Diffley, Mrs White and Mrs Tibbets,  
to give something back to the professionals 
who supported Matthew during this time. 
They are also running The Great North Run 
in September to raise more money for Brain 
Research Trust.

A MILE FOR 
MATTHEW

Pupils and teachers at the 
Grace Darling Campus put on 
their trainers to raise money in 
support of Matthew Burgess, 
following his recovery from a 
mystery illness.

The Queen’s Birthday was celebrated  
in style around the Academy.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
YOUR MAJESTY

As part of their topic on ‘People Who 
Help Us,’ the nursery children at the 

Thomas Bewick Campus enjoyed  
a visit from the dentist. 

The children were very interested  
in finding out about how the dentist 

could help them to look after  
their teeth and really enjoyed  

using the equipment to practise  
their techniques.

BIG SMILES

GARDENING 
CLUB

Academy Governor, Councillor 
Jim Lang, kindly arranged for 
a greenhouse and raised-bed 
to be installed at The Centre.
Students have grown everything 
from seed and are learning all 
about planting, pricking out, 
re-potting and how to help the 
plants grow well. They have just 
picked their first peas!  
Thank you, Councillor Lang.

As part of their topic this term, Y2 children at 
the James Knott Campus have worked with Jane 

Austin-Walker from Groundwork North East to plant 
wildflower seed. It is hoped that the flowers will 

brighten up the entrance to the campus. The seeds 
will be harvested in the autumn to be used in future 
years. This was a fabulous opportunity for all pupils 
to find out about native flowers and plants and to 

learn about how things grow.

CAMPUS IN BLOOM

Grace Darling nursery children  
and their parents visited 
Newbiggin Lifeboat Station.
Everyone learned so much that day and 
would like to thank all who give their  
time and commitment to Newbiggin 
Lifeboat to help keep the community safe.

LIFEBOAT 
HEROES

Well done to the 60 children and adults who took part in the  
Children’s Cancer Run at Gosforth Park in aid of North of  

England Children’s Cancer Research (NECCR). Running either  
one or five miles, everyone did a fabulous job, raising vital  

funds for this fantastic cause. 

Well done to the team at the Josephine Butler Primary  
Campus who won Best Urban Project at the Love  

Northumberland Awards. They were presented with their  
award by Her Grace the Duchess of Northumberland at  

a ceremony at The Alnwick Garden.

NEWS IN BRIEF
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MR BLIGHT 
DIRECTOR OF NCEASPORT

SPORT

NCEASport hosted their inaugural Sports Awards evening, celebrating the success 
of our students in PE and sport across the whole Academy. The inspirational Craig 

Heap, a former Olympic gymnast, shared some words of wisdom including:  
“The measure of success, is doing your best.”

Well done to Drew 
Eastlake, Y11, who has 
gained a scholarship 
with Rotherham United 
and Jack Daley, Y4, 
who has signed for 
Sunderland Academy. 

Jack Halpin, Y10, has 
also been selected 
for Northumberland 
County football squad.

We had a record 
number of athletes 

qualifying to represent 
East Northumberland 

in the county 
championships. Event 

winners and East 
Northumberland 

champions included:

Courtney Scott  
1500m

Kayla Devon  
Long jump

Andrew Knight 
Shot  

British Champion!

Daniel Common 
Javelin

BOXING

Well done and 
congratulations 
to Alex Brown 
(Y8) and Courtney 
Scott (Y9) who 
were crowned 
English Schools’ 
boxing champions 
at Grantham. They 
have now qualified 
for England and 
will have upcoming 
bouts with fighters 
from Scotland, 
Wales and Ireland.

FOCUS ON

EARLY 
YEARS

The William Leech nursery 
class has been making the 

most of its new home in the 
Lynemouth Early Years Centre.

HIVE OF ACTIVITY 
FOR U5s AT  
LYNEMOUTH EARLY 
YEARS CENTRE

If you would like information about two-year-old  
provision at either Lynemouth or at our Ashington nurseries,  

please contact Mrs Lishman 01670 816111 ext. 395

Outstanding 
Achievement

Seven students from The Centre took part in the inter-school 
Disability Schools Football Festival in Benton, Newcastle. 

Well done to Aaron Kraljic and Tiger Allen who were  
awarded medals for outstanding achievement. 

After a very competitive season 
with a total of 16 teams competing, 

NCEASport U11’s football squad 
were named East Northumberland 

league champions of 2015/16!!

All winning players were presented 
with medals and a trophy.

The players are:

Lewis O’Connor GD
Aaron O’Connor GD
Perry Coulson GD

Fraser Mitchinson TB
Jay Brody JK 

Alex Scott JBP
Dylan Frater JBP

Owen Gascoigne JBP
Owen Richardson JBP

The Academy took over the lease of the former 
Sure Start facility in April, enabling the nursery 
children to move from the main school building 
into the Early Years Centre.
The nursery children now enjoy extra space, with their 
own classroom and outdoor area. The two-year-olds are 
also located in the building and there is a multi-purpose 
room that is used for meetings and Happy Little Monkeys 
toddler group sessions on a Friday afternoon.

Mrs Lishman, Director of Early Years, said:  
“We are delighted to be able to use this building to  
further enhance our early years provision in Lynemouth 
and look forward to offering parents and the under 5s  
lots of exciting activities.

WE ARE NOW  
TAKING NAMES OF

TWO-YEAR-OLDS
WHO WILL BE  
JOINING US IN

SEPTEMBER

Are you interested in becoming a childminder? 

The Academy has registered with OFSTED as a Childminder 
Agency and is looking to recruit more childminders to provide 
flexible, high-quality childcare in their own homes.

You will be self-employed and will receive training and 
support from the Academy Early Years team plus the 
opportunity to network with other NCEA Childminders.  

If you would like to find out more about this exciting 
opportunity, please contact Mrs Lishman, Director of  
Early Years by telephone – 01670 816111 ext 395 or  
email clare.lishman@ncea.org.uk

Call for New 
Childminders 

Ashington Children’s Centre is working in partnership with  
the Academy to offer “Stay and Play” sessions, including two  
“Jo Jingles” music sessions on Tuesday afternoons and Baby  
Massage on Thursday afternoons during term time.

Information about these sessions is available from  
Ashington Children’s Centre 01670 819988.

Amazing place  
with amazing staff

learning new things
It has helped Jay with his speech and

Students hit 
the beach and 
enjoyed a surfing 
lesson as part of 
their enrichment 
activities.



Thomas Bewick Campus
Moorhouse Lane 
Ashington  
NE63 9LP

Tel: 01670 812 075

Grace Darling Campus
Central Parkway 
Newbiggin by the Sea 
NE64 6RT 

Tel: 01670 812 075

James Knott Campus
Norham Road 
Ashington 
NE63 0LF

Tel: 01670 813 219

William Leech Campus
Church Square  
Lynemouth  
Morpeth, NE61 5TR

Tel: 01670 860 267

Josephine Butler Campus
Academy Road  
Ashington  
NE63 9FZ

Tel: 01670 816 111 www.ncea.org.uk

ENGLAND WIN FOR MR BLIGHT
We are very lucky here at the Academy to have an 

England manager amongst our teaching staff.  
Director of NCEASport, Mr Blight, has also managed  

the England Schoolboys’ U18 side since 2014. 

The team was unbeaten this season and crowned 
International Centenary shield winners, overcoming Scotland, 

Wales, Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. Mr Blight 
said: “It has been a memorable and proud experience. Being 

appointed to the role was the realisation of a dream and 
something I have worked very hard for. I’d like to thank 

everyone at the Academy for their support.” 

HOT
SHOT

Well done to our Y9 basketball team who were bronze  
medallists in the finals of the Northumberland School Games.

Well done to all our primary campuses who competed in the  
NCB Ashington Cricket Festival at Ashington CC. The Grace Darling 
Campus emerged as winners and progress to the County finals at 

Stocksfield. Thanks to our Y13 Sports Leaders who umpired matches.

Talented Andrew Knight has set his sights on 
Olympic Gold after a record-breaking performance 

saw him named the UK’s number one shot putter 
for his age. Andrew smashed a county record 

that had lasted 21 years with a personal best of 
13.93m in the Northumberland County Schools 

Championships. He is ranked in first place 
nationally in the U15 age group and has also 

qualified for the English Schools’ championships.

Congratulations to 
our Y6 athletes who 
competed in the 
Ashington Area School 
Games competition at 
Ashington High School.  
NCEASport finished in 
second place overall 
after a fantastic effort.  
A special mention goes 
to Lewis O’Connor  
from the Grace Darling  
Campus who was the 
best overall athlete  
on the day out of  
57 competing.


