
Young eco-heroes were 
presented with awards 
for their work to make 
Northumberland a cleaner  
and greener place to live. 

A team from the Josephine Butler Primary 
Campus won the title of Best Children’s 
Project at the LOVE Northumberland 

Awards and the Grace Darling Campus  
won Best Recycling Project. 

They received their trophies from Her  
Grace The Duchess of Northumberland  
at a ceremony at The Alnwick Garden.  

Find out more about how our pupils are 
improving their environment on p16.

STEM 
INSPIRES 
Young Scientists 
Get Creative

TASTE FOR 
ENTERPRISE 
JBVI get down  
to Business

HARRY 
POTTER  
MAGIC 
Celebrating 
20 Years

CCF 
ADVENTURES 
Cadets are  
All-Action

PROUD AS 
PUNCH 
Our England 
Boxing Champions

19

IN THIS ISSUE

A Specialist Design and Environment Academy

ISSUE 8 
SUMMER TERM 2017 NEWS

THE NCEA 

Double 
Award Wins 

for Green 
Projects

3

6

8

12

Our Celebration of Learning Day  
recognised the many achievements of  
our young people over the last year. 

From music showcases to poetry recitals 
and tales of academic and sporting 
achievement, they all inspired with their 
determination to be the best that they  
can be. 

Read more on p10 & 11. 
INSPIRING  
ACHIEVEMENT

DOUBLE  
THE FUN  
IN EARLY 
YEARS

Find out more 
about our 
two-year-old 
provision on  
p. 17



As we approach another summer holiday, it is time to wish  
you all a very pleasant chance for some rest and relaxation  
- I do hope the weather plays along!

This has been another turbulent term in some ways. Our funding 
as an Academy has been cut, once again, and this has meant 
we have had to find savings across all areas of our operations, 
including through redundancies. 

We have tried to minimise the impact on the classrooms,  
so that teaching and learning remains as good as it can be. 
Please be aware that the Academy has seen a decline in its 
funding of over £2million over the last two years. This we  
believe to be outrageous when education is so important to  
the children and young people of our community.

We have written to the Secretary of State and one of our local 
MPs, Ian Lavery, has brought together headteachers, governors 
and unions to make representations to the Government over  
cuts to schools in Wansbeck, which are expected to be in the 
region of £5million.

The Academy is currently exploring becoming a multi-academy 
trust and a consultation is out until the 20th July 2017.  
There should be no change in the service you receive from  
the Academy, although a few minor changes will need to be 
made to our admissions policy to allow us to continue working  
as we do now. More information is available on our website  
and please send any comments you may have to:  
consultation2017@ncea.org.uk 

The primary phase has just had its results for the most recent 
round of assessments and I am delighted to report that in all 
areas, with the exception of grammar, punctuation and spelling 
at Key Stage 2, all outcomes meet or exceed the national 
average. This is a tremendous achievement on behalf of all  
of our children in the primary phase and to the hard work  
and dedication of the primary team. 

The Academy’s rich provision of extra-curricular activities is 
engaging your children more and more, and the accolades 
achieved by your children are celebrated in this newsletter.  
Our careers advice and guidance, our work in Art and Design,  
our music, the CCF and Duke of Edinburgh Award, our sport,  
our charity fundraising, our commitment to sustainability, 
increasing numbers heading to universities, apprenticeships  
– all these are indicative of a school which was described, by 
Ofsted as ‘a community of care’ in which ‘learners thrive’! 

If you feel you would like to contribute to the development  
of the Academy’s work through volunteering, please feel free  
to indicate that to Campus Leaders, or Principal Directors.  
Help and support are always most welcome.

Do have a wonderful Summer!
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HAVE A 
WONDERFUL 
SUMMER 

Mr Day 
Executive Director

STEM 
INSPIRES

From firing rockets to racing cars, 
mixing chemicals and cooking up 
a storm in the kitchen, children 
from across the campuses took 
part in the Academy’s Primary 
STEM Week. 
The extravaganza enabled all our  
Y5 pupils to get creative, with plenty  
of hands-on activities celebrating 
the best of science, technology, 
engineering and maths (STEM). 

The aim of the week is for children  
to understand how STEM subjects 
impact on their daily lives through 
many different practical activities  
and investigations.

I liked making  
the propeller cars

really creative
I’ve enjoyed it as it’s been 

The sweet and sour 
chicken was so tasty!

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH NCEA NEWS

ON OUR WEBSITE 
ncea.org.uk

ON FACEBOOK 
The Northumberland Church of England Academy

ON TWITTER 
@NCEA_Academy

OUR ACADEMY UNIFORM

One pair of earrings  
or studs 

(in the lower lobe only)

White shirt

Black Jacket with 
Academy logo

Academy tie

No rings or other 
items of jewellery

Black tailored trousers 
(not tight fitting,  
leggings or jeans)

Black leather business-
like shoes (no trainers, 

including Vans or similar, 
plimsolls or boots)

At NCEA we have a 
uniform code for all 
students. Please see 
our website for the 
full guidelines.

Black socks

Order your uniform online and have it delivered direct to your door

www.michaelsehgal.co.uk

BACK TO SCHOOL 
Autumn Term 2017 will begin on Tuesday September 5th
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CELEBRATING 
THE GOOD IN 
EVERYONE

We have had so much success to celebrate this 
term: the Sports Awards, the Love Northumberland 
Awards, Learner of the Year, and so many great 
results across campuses from tests to poetry  
and athletics.

Even God stood back and admired his handiwork on each  
day of creation: 
“God saw all that he had done and IT WAS VERY GOOD” 
Book of Genesis 1: 31

This reminds us that you and me and all creation is created 
GOOD. My gran was wrong when she described someone as  
a “wrong ‘un, bad through and through” which was one of 
her favourite phrases. 

Not only are we created good, but it is only right and 
proper to celebrate success. It is also right to be thankful 
for the gifts and talents we have, for the teaching, help and 
encouragement we have received, and the opportunities we 
get to put these to good use in helping others.

It also gives us the chance to think about what our next 
challenge is and where we will go next in our life. When God 
rested, sat back and saw all that he had done, he didn’t give 
up on His creation, he carried on loving it and loving us. 
When we get a prize, a medal or a certificate that isn’t the 
end, it is the start of the next climb, the next adventure.

When pupils leave us to go to university or employment, 
we don’t forget about them, they are still part of the 
#NCEAFamily. One of the things I love about living here and 
being on Twitter is meeting past students, either in person 
or on social media, and hearing how they are doing. I love 
seeing them building careers and families, becoming good 
neighbours and citizens, making their way in the world and 
creating a better future for themselves and others.

Have a lovely summer, do say hello if you see me out  
and about.

Sally Milner 
Chaplain

Inspiration

Over five months, 50 Y5 pupils took part in Unlocking 
Potential, an innovative project run by Mortal Fools that 

uses drama to boost attainment in literacy.

Actors performed the play, which was written using selected 
pieces of writing from the children.

 “The children have seen first-hand the power of their 
writing, which inspired the script for a new play. They can 

now see a purpose behind their writing journey.”  
Mrs Cowie, Primary Literacy Director. 

At the beginning of the project in 2016, 52% children 
were on target or above for writing – but at the end of the 
year, after the input from the drama project, 100% were 

on target or above!

DRAMA BRINGS WRITING 
TO LIFE

Young playwrights saw their words brought 
to life when a troupe of actors visited  

the Academy.

During science lessons in The Centre on the theme 
of light, Dawn’s class investigated the relationship 

between light and shadows. Each group of students 
was given a short story which they then used as a 
basis for a shadow puppet theatre performance.

Watch their shows on our website:  ncea.org.uk

SHADOW PUPPETS 

On Wednesday the 26th of April 2017, 
famous author, Alex Alphonso Wheatle, 

visited the very fortunate Y7 students of  
the Josephine Butler Secondary Campus  

and told his inspiring life story.

He told us about how every story was actually based on 
different parts of his life, for example, ‘Liccle Bit’ was based  

on his life as a teenager in Brixton.

He also told us about his traumatic childhood, filled with 
threats of violence and homelessness. He went on to discuss 
the fact that he went to prison and how that’s where he got 

his education – his cellmate’s books.

Many students felt it was an honour to have the author 
speak to us. Alex even took the time to answer some 

questions from the reporting club:

What inspired you to become an author/writer? 
I was inspired by loads of things, these include my old 

cellmate, my parentless childhood and the fact that I would 
be inspiring children to read and write more often.  

I’ve overcome many challenges in my life and want to share 
my experiences so that hopefully children can be inspired  

by my story.

How would you describe yourself in three adjectives? 
I would say I’m creative, determined and resilient, although  

my friends might say something such as obstinate!  
They’d definitely agree that I’m bookish and hard-working.

What advice would you give children who want to  
become authors? 

Keep in the habit of writing and being creative. Try listening 
to your favourite songs but changing the lyrics.  

Writing is so fun.

What has been your favourite experience since 
becoming an author? 

As a fan of music, I was invited to the Jamaican University  
of the West Indies and was interviewed for their radio 
station. I got to choose songs to play for the whole  

of Kingston!

I also love coming into schools and inspiring children to read 
and write. I enjoy meeting all the people who are trying to 
improve the lives of children e.g. teachers and librarians.

BY RYAN WILSON, RESEARCH BY NICK FORSTER

Award-winning author Alex Wheatle MBE inspired 
students to get writing when he shared his own 
moving story of how reading changed his life.

The winner of the 2016 Guardian Children’s Fiction award 
visited the Academy and journalists from our Y7 Reporter 

Club went along to meet him as he talked about his new book 
Straight Outta Crongton.

“The whole experience was a joy for everyone from teachers to 
students and even Alex himself. Alex shared his life story and 
details on his time in prison. The whole audience hardly made 
a peep as they were so engrossed in the story from the solid 

beginnings to terrific endings. Forty students purchased books 
from the event.

“A highlight of the day was the exclusive interview with the 
four lucky Y7 students currently in the Reporter Club. One of 
our very own lead journalists, Ryan Wilson, said: “It was an 

amazing experience and I am very fortunate to have met and 
interviewed him.”

Review by Rhys Davison

ALEX WHEATLE
AMAZING AUTHOR VISIT

YOUNG REPORTERS INTERVIEW 
AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR

Since September, Y6 children 
at the Grace Darling Campus 
have been meeting up with 
their reading buddies in Y1 
every Wednesday afternoon.

The younger children read 
their books first, then the Y6 
children read to Y1 with both 
groups encouraged to talk 
about their books together.

It has been a huge success 
as a means of building up 
confidence and enjoyment 
in reading as well as creating 
friendships across the campus.

READING  
BUDDIES 

@NCEACHAPLAIN 
FOLLOW SALLY 

ON TWITTER
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In English, students created their own quills and 
discovered the Latin origins of spells used in the  
novel, before creating some spells of their own. 
Science was transformed into potions class with 
Professor Snape (Mr Rhodes) creating magical 
bubbles which burst into flames! 
Geography studied the Marauder’s map and PE  
had a game of Quidditch. 
In Art and Design students escaped from Azkaban 
prison and recreated wounds and injuries using  
PVA glue, paint and a spot of creative magic...
Animalgique performed an animal magic show,  
which included some of the animals featured in the 
Harry Potter novels such as barn owls, eagle owls  
and a corn snake. 

Mrs Littlewood, our librarian, said that the next day all 
the Harry Potter books in the library were taken out on 
loan and there is now a waiting list to borrow the books!

Harry 
Potter 
Magic 
is cast at 
NCEA
Students and staff had a brilliant day 
when Harry Potter Magic took over 
NCEA Secondary. 

Love Harry Potter? 
Come and speak 
to our librarian, 
Mrs Littlewood, 

for her latest 
recommendations.

THE START OF AN ADVENTURE AT JBVI is making rapid improvements 
in both its curriculum and, most 

importantly, in its results. In 2015 it 
was judged ‘Good’ by Ofsted and in 

2016 its Year 13 results continued the 
upward trend of the previous 5 years 

and achieved its best set of results 
according to all government indicators.

6

VOCATIONAL PROVISION
Judged as being in the top 10% of national providers  
for vocational courses for the second year in a row.

The overall success of student achievement can also 
be measured through the average points score per  

student which rose from 778 in 2015 to 844 in 2016  
meaning that our students had more UCAS points to  

use towards university entry than ever before.

HEADLINE 
FIGURES  

FROM 2016 
INCLUDED:

72% OF  
OVERALL GRADES 

WERE A*-B
AN INCREASE  
OF 20% OVER  
2015 FIGURES

99% 
of entries gained  

A* - E  
GRADES

51% OF  
OVERALL GRADES 

WERE A*-A
AN INCREASE  
OF 10% OVER  
2015 FIGURES

In 2016 100% of  
our Year 13 students  
progressed into higher 
education, employment 
or training:

UNIVERSITY 
56% 

EMPLOYMENT 
21% APPRENTICESHIP 

21% 
FURTHER 

EDUCATION 

2% 



From canoeing  
and triathlons  
to skills at arms, 
bagpipes and  
bugles – there is  
always a new  
challenge around the  
corner in our Combined 
Cadet Force (CCF). 
Over 120 students regularly attend 
training sessions and take part in the 
wide variety of activities, pushing 
themselves to new limits  
and discovering hidden talents.

Cadets have also gained qualifications 
that will count towards The Duke of 
Edinburgh Award (DofE).

Follow us @NCEAcadetforce
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PUSH YOURSELF 
TO NEW LIMITS 

WITH THE CCF

ADVENTURE

IT HAS BEEN AN

ACTION PACKED
TERM FOR OUR

ACADEMY 
CADETS

I loved the kayaking and  
even though I got wet  
several times, it was 
brilliant. I also enjoyed 
going up on Hadrian’s  
Wall on the evening with 
my friends.

CDT MIA KEY

It was a new experience 
and our instructor Jason 

was great. I now feel ready 
to take on my expedition 

and I am looking forward to 
spending that quality time 

with my friends on the River 
Tweed but knowing that I am 
heading towards completion 

of my Gold DofE.

CDT SGT MAJ LEAH BROWN

l Cadets joined the parade at Beamish 
Museum’s Empire and Flag event 

l Marching with the Coldstream Guards

l Triathlon Victories

l First Aid Medal Wins

l CCF Camp

l DofE Qualifications

OUR SUCCESSES THIS TERM:

Develop confidence, self-reliance, 
initiative, loyalty and a sense of 

service to others. To find out more 
contact Maj Parker at:  

eyton.parker@ncea.org.uk

A group of children from the Josephine Butler Primary 
Campus and their families enjoyed a fun day at Fontburn 
Reservoir, organised by Northumbria Trout and Salmon 

Conservation and Northumbria Water.

CATCH OF THE DAY

Children in Y4 at the Grace Darling Campus  
travelled to Newcastle to visit the Great North  

Museum and Gosforth Park Nature reserve.

HUNTING 
FOR MINI 
BEASTS

OFF TO  
LONDON

Intrepid Y6 children from across the primary 
campuses enjoyed an “epic” three-day 

adventure at Rock UK outdoor activity centre in 
Newcastleton in the Scottish Borders. 

Despite the variable weather, it didn’t dampen the mood as 
the children threw themselves into every activity with grit and 
determination. It was a great opportunity for the children from 
all five primary campuses to mix and make new friends ready 

for transition to Josephine Butler Secondary. ‘Epic’ was a word 
used by many to describe the adventure!

EPIC 
ADVENTURE  
AT ROCK UK

Butterbeer was first on the  
menu when 39 KS3 students  
set off on an action-packed  
three-day visit to London.

After swapping life at the Academy 
for the halls of Hogwarts at Harry 
Potter World, they headed to the 

capital to take in the sights of  
the city.

They enjoyed a trip on the London 
Eye, a walking tour around London, 

lunch in St James’s Park, ice 
creams in Green Park and dinner at 
the Rainforest Cafe, before hitting 
the West End with tickets to see 

The Lion King. There was then still 
time for a tour around the Tower of 
London and lunch in the Hard Rock  

Cafe before making the return 
journey home.

Mrs Young, KS3 Learning and 
Progress Manager, said: 

“We had a fantastic time and  
the weather was brilliant.  

The students were a credit to  
their school as always.”
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Aspiration

CELEBRATION 
OF LEARNING
LET YOUR 
LIGHT SHINE

A FEAST OF  
LIFE IN ITS  
FULLNESS  

Revd Peter Sinclair,  
Vicar of Newbiggin

THE CENTRE 
EYFS Kenzie Shaw 
EYFS Daniel Callaghan 
KS1 Ella Hudson 
KS1 Harrison Mooney 
KS2 Lana Brown 
KS2 Drew Carden 
KS3 Wayne Crawford 
KS4 Benjamin Devine 
KS5 Jack Smith

GRACE DARLING CAMPUS 
Nursery Amelia Holmes 
Nursery Paige Knox 
Nursery Logan Manion 
Nursery Kitty Wootton 
Reception Emily Ginger 
Reception Matthew Hogg 
Year 1 James Brown 
Year 1 Olly Pringle 
Year 2 Scarlett Dobson 
Year 2 Lilymay Smith 
Year 3 Paige Atkinson 
Year 3 Matthew Hankey 
Year 4 Joshua Hasler 
Year 4 Amy Longstaff 
Year 5 Ethan Dewar 
Year 5 Leah Goldsbury 
Year 6 Emily Magee 
Year 6 Abigail Pearson

JAMES KNOTT CAMPUS 
Nursery Zoe Gardiner 
Reception Lexi Craig  
Year 1 Conor Gillon 
Year 2 Lacey Henderson 
Year 3 Cassia Czerepok 
Year 4 Kayla Morton-Chisholm 
Year 5 Katie Wold 
Year 6 Freya Ritchie

JOSEPHINE BUTLER 
PRIMARY CAMPUS 
Nursery Lacie Glenton 
Nursery Sophie Patterson 
Nursery Jayden Trewick 
Reception Ava Convery 
Reception Sommer Robinson 
Year 1 Oakley Chesney-Groves 
Year 1 Shane Pattie 
Year 2 Scarlett Dixon 
Year 2 Joshua Thompson 
Year 3 Jackson James 
 Armstrong 
Year 3 Elle Baird 
Year 4 Sophie Bradley 

Year 4 Sophie Ritchie 
Year 5 Amy Marshall 
Year 5 Bobbi-Jo Ramm 
Year 6 Lara Hall 
Year 6 Madeleine Hutchins

THOMAS BEWICK CAMPUS 
Nursery Syryn Callan 
Reception Kelsey-Leigh Pepper 
Year 1 Olivia Ord 
Year 2 Oliver Wood 
Year 3 Sonni Mullin 
Year 4 Seth Milligan 
Year 5 Billy Jo Kilgour 
Year 6 Jack Houston

WILLIAM LEECH CAMPUS 
Nursery Cameron Breeze 
Reception Catherine Taylor 
Year 1 Anna Steinborn 
Year 2 Freya Sutton 
Year 3 Lacey Weston 
Year 4 Maddison Johnson 
Year 5 Emily Brewis 
Year 6 Spencer Vose

JOSEPHINE BUTLER 
SECONDARY CAMPUS 
Year 7 Liam Adams-Ramsay 
Year 8 Alana Brogan 
Year 9 Charlotte Lord 
Year 10 James Kane 
Year 11 Lynsey Garratt 
Year 12 Demi Renner 
Year 13 Whitney Pope 
 
Creative Writing Award 
Year 7 Rhys Davison 
Year 7 Nick Forster 
Year 7 Olivia Mole 
Year 7 Mason Wass 
Year 7 Ryan Wilson 
Year 9 Olivia Job 
Year 10 Abbie Park 
Year 10 Jessica Priest

CELEBRATION 
OF LEARNING 
AWARD WINNERS

Research has shown that music can help 
children with numeracy and literacy skills, 
as well as helping them become confident, 

independent and resilient learners.
Thank you all for your support at the end of last term with  

the Wansbeck Music festival. Nearly 300 students from across 
the Academy performed at the festival competing in a wide 

range of categories - with much success. We were placed  
in 33 categories and brought home 25 trophies!  

Head of Music Development, Miss Glanville

Thank you to  
everyone who 
came along to our 
Celebration of 
Learning Day. 
The event recognised our students  
who have made outstanding 
contributions to life at the Academy. 

Throughout the last year, they 
proved great examples to their peers, 
demonstrating enthusiasm, tenacity 
and a determination to take on new 

challenges, striving to be the best that 
they can be. 

Prizes were awarded by His Grace The 
Duke of Northumberland and Revd 
Peter Sinclair, Vicar of Newbiggin. 

The day was also a way of thanking our 
Founders and Benefactors, who fund 
many of the enrichment activities that 
we believe play a vital role in preparing 
young people for life beyond school 
including music, sport, our Combined 
Cadet Force (CCF), The Duke of 
Edinburgh Award and volunteering  
trips abroad.

WE LIVE IN...  
BY OLIVIA JOB

Corruption dances upon the human race,  
Shadows cast themselves above. 

The darkness of the mind we shall never understand 
Yet when will it all end?  

So we live on peaceful lands...

Time will never stop,  
It just keeps moving forward.

We live in a world of hope 
We live in a world of war 

Why are humans like this? 
Why can’t we move forwards? 

The word freedom will be shouted 
‘til we grasp it with our hands.

Let the refugees enter out countries 
Let them be free from the war 

Let them have their rights 
Let the racism stop 

Let the religions live peacefully 
Let the war end 

Let our wings be spread, so we can be free,  
Once again...



Ross Hamilton from The Centre has been working with 
residents in the Kier Hardie care home in Newbiggin as part 
of his work experience. He is helping with their creative arts 

project, which included a silk painting and art session.

ROSS GETS CREATIVE

The Academy is proud to be involved in  
a national initiative to transform the way 
schools deliver career programmes across 
the North East.
l At the recent Young Enterprise Presentation, three 

students from JBVI stood up in front of 150 VIPs 
and talked about their experiences of an 18-month 
employability skills course. 

l JBVI student, Jerry Garratt, has a regular work  
experience placement at Koast Radio.

l Students took a behind-the-scenes visit to the  
Morpeth Bypass Scheme.

MR FOX 
CAREERS AND  
EMPLOYABILITY MANAGER
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ADULTS’ 

MATHS 
CHALLENGE

A prize of a bottle of  
wine for the winner that  
will be picked randomly  
from correct answers.

Answers on email to 
nceamaths@ncea.org.uk

@NCEAMATHS 
FOLLOW US 
ON TWITTER

SUMMER REVISION 
& MATHS GAMES 

www.mymaths.co.uk 
School login: ncea  
Password: heptagon

Follow us for daily maths practise questions

BRIGHT 
SPARKS

Students have been discovering more about a wide range  
of STEM careers this term. 
NCEA Science joined the celebrations as global firm Procter & Gamble marked 60 years  
of global innovation. They were among those invited along to the Newcastle technical 
centre to take part in a ranage of activities aimed at encouraging young people to  
consider careers in science and technology. 

Our Girls Get Set group have also been continuing to find out more about engineering  
with General Electric and there has been lots of fun with robots in Science Club. 

Follow us @NCEAScience

The mathematical constant pi (π)  
can be used to calculate things like the 
circumference of a circle or the volume 

of a sphere. It is also used by NASA 
scientists and engineers to explore  

other planets.

Well done to  
Katherine Lawlor, Y9  
who remembered pi  
to 12 decimal places!

PI DAY  
CHALLENGE

Children at the Josephine Butler Primary 
Campus are already saving-up for a rainy day 
thanks to their own LifeSavers school bank.

LifeSavers aims to equip children with the 
knowledge, skills, attitudes and experiences  
to manage money well, now and in the future. 
It also explores four core values around money: 
thankfulness, wisdom, justice and generosity.

The bank is open every Thursday morning  
from 8.30am until 8.50am for children to  
make deposits in to their accounts and is run  
by a team of six children who have been trained 
as cashiers. 

INVESTING IN THE 
FUTURE

+ + = 60

+ + = 30

- = 3

+ x = ?

WORLD OF WORK 

From September 2017, JBVI, will be offering bespoke pathways in 
Expressive Arts and the Combined Cadet Force (CCF). These unique 

pathways are specially designed for students who have a strong 
interest in pursuing a career in the arts or uniformed services.

Visit our website to find out more.

NEW PATHWAYS AT JBVI
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LETTER 
FROM OUR 
GOVERNORS

Mrs Snelling 
Chair of Governors

In the Community

Application to move from a Single Academy Trust  
to Multi Academy Trust 
As you will be aware we are currently undergoing a public 
consultation with regard to the Academy’s application to convert  
to a Multi Academy Trust (MAT).

At this stage, we do not have a timeline for receiving a response 
from the Regional Schools’ Commission and Department for 
Education. There is no guarantee that they will agree to our 
submission but sponsors, governors and Academy leaders feel  
that this course of action will be beneficial to the Academy. 

More information is available on our website under  
Parent/Carer Information.

Finance 
It has been a challenging and demanding term as governors have 
grappled with the effects of stringent budget reductions by the 
Department for Education. The Academy is not allowed to either 
borrow money or submit a deficit budget, and after a process 
of restructuring, cost-cutting and unfortunately, some staff 
redundancies, governors have just about reached a balanced budget. 

In all of the deliberations we have acted to ensure we  
can deliver an appropriate curriculum and ensure the best  
possible educational outcomes for learners.

Governance 
There will be a new look governing body for September 2017 and 
we are delighted to welcome four new members. We say goodbye 
and thank you to Colin Davidson and Stephen Stubbings, governors 
who represent the Northumberland Estates. We are grateful for their 
commitment and expertise.

I am also retiring both as chair and from the governing body.  
I wish the Academy and the governors well as they continue on  
their journey of educating the young people in their care. I thank  
all the staff and parents for their continued support and all the 
young people who have provided me with many memorable and  
enjoyable moments.

You can read about the governing body on our website  
under Governance.

Thank You 
On behalf of the governors, I extend our thanks to the staff at the 
Academy for their professionalism and dedication to ensuring that 
your child has a warm, clean, supportive and welcoming environment 
in which to learn. Thank you to all parents for your support - you are 
a very vital part of the Academy’s educational team.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a relaxing 
holiday with an opportunity to reflect on all that is good and 
beautiful in this world, time to gain refreshment of the spirit and to 
enjoy time with family and friends. 

I invite you to share this prayer “Breath of God restore our vision, 
revive our love, refresh, redeem and restore us.”

Pupils and staff at the Thomas Bewick  
Campus put on their running shoes to raise 

money to help the fight against cancer.
Children from Reception upwards took part in the school’s 

own Race for Life, raising an amazing £3,282.70  
for Cancer Research.

JOINING THE FIGHT 
AGAINST CANCER

The Academy was proud to host an election hustings event 
for the Wansbeck constituency.

Each candidate took to the floor in the Sixth Form Common 
Room to explain their party’s policies and take questions 

from the audience.

Students from JBVI and NCEA staff grilled the candidates on 
how they would tackle issues including Brexit, terror attacks, 

funding the NHS, school cuts and university tuition fees.

ELECTION 
DEBATE
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THANK YOU FOR 
HELPING US  
RAISE OVER

£3280

OUTDOOR 
MATTERS! 

Children at the James Knott Campus 
celebrated the grand opening of their 
new outdoor area with a summer 
garden party.

Thanks to the public vote, the school  
was awarded £12,000 from the Tesco  
Bags of Help scheme.

Designed by pupils, the ‘Making  
Outdoors Matter’ project features  
weaved willow domes and tunnels, bug 
hotels, wildflower areas and allotment  
beds. The imaginative space will provide  
a wide range of exciting opportunities  
for outdoor learning and adventure.

The garden was officially opened by 
Ashington gardener, Sean Murray, winner  
of a nationwide TV competition to design 
 a garden at Chelsea Flower Show.

He said: “It is wonderful how this area  
has been transformed into a creative  
space that I am sure will fire young  
people’s imaginations.”

BLOOMIN’ 
MARVELLOUS
Green-fingered two-year-olds have  
been helping to add a splash of colour  
to the Lynemouth Early Years Centre.

Inspired by The Very Hungry Caterpillar,  
the children planted flowers to learn  
about growing and taking care of  
our environment.

We are looking for former pupils to get in touch and help  
the next generation take their first steps on the career ladder. 
School alumni communities can create a valuable network  
and if you would like to get involved in helping with work 
experience, taking part in one of our World of Work (WOW) 
days, offering real-world careers advice to students,  
or support our fundraising you can contact Mr Fox at  
mark.fox@ncea.org.uk. Please spread the word!

THE NEXT  
GENERATION

This summer, a new interactive family 
trail is opening at Woodhorn Museum. 

Equipped with a magical lantern, visitors 
will help to track down and uncover the 
stories and secrets of the Wonderfolk 
- magical, mythical creatures hidden 
underground among the coal seams.

The Wonderfolk took over the William 
Leech Campus when the whole school 

took part in activities organised by 
Leading Link, a Bedlington-based charity 
that offers young people opportunities, 

helping to develop key life skills and 
youth leadership.

MAGICAL 
SCHOOL 

TAKEOVER
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DITCH 
THE 
DUMMY

For more information get in touch with our  
Speech and Language Therapist Julie Carr  

julie.carr@ncea.org.uk

DOUBLE WIN 
FOR PRIMARY 
PROJECTS AT LOVE 
NORTHUMBERLAND 
AWARDS

The LOVE Northumberland Awards 
celebrate ways communities are looking 
after the environment.

The Duchess of Northumberland helped to celebrate the 
very best in community and voluntary environmental work 
across the county at the LOVE Northumberland Awards.

Nineteen groups, organisations, schools and individuals 
were honoured with winner, runner-up or highly commended 
awards across eight categories.

Representatives of all the shortlisted entries attended an 
event at The Alnwick Garden, hosted by local historian and 
TV presenter John Grundy. 

The award for the Best Children’s Project was won by the 
Josephine Butler Primary Campus for ‘Let Your Light Shine’ 
and the Grace Darling Campus won the category for the Best 
School Recycling Project.

The annual awards were developed by Northumberland 
County Council through its LOVE Northumberland campaign, 
with the aim of promoting the work of the council and 
its many partner organisations, community groups and 
volunteers who all help to preserve and enhance the 
environment in the county.

Councillor Anthony Murray, civic head of Northumberland 
County Council, said:  “All of the shortlisted entries should 
be very proud of their work and I sincerely hope that they 
enjoyed this event, in the inspirational setting of The 
Alnwick Garden.

“The LOVE Northumberland awards are all about celebrating 
the work that individuals and groups do, largely in a 
voluntary capacity, to keep their local areas green and clean 
right across Northumberland day in and day out.”

Each winning entry received a £250 prize, with the 
money to go towards their project or other work within 
the local community.

Best School Recycling Project
Rewarding achievements in school recycling and  
waste minimisation

Winner: The Grace Darling Campus of the 
Northumberland Church of England Academy

Children from Grace Darling Campus have been very 
busy working on a range of waste minimisation and 
recycling initiatives for their entry to the Best Recycling 
project. Following a whole school assembly delivered by 
Northumberland County Council and workshops in Y3,  
the school council met and discussed the range of activities 
and strategies which could be completed around school.

Best Children’s Project
Open to entrants where the majority of participants  
are aged 11 years and under.  This includes schools 
and out of school children’s groups such as Scouts, 
Brownies, Cubs, Rainbows, Boy’s Brigades etc.

Winner: The Josephine Butler Primary Campus

By focussing on the mental and emotional well-being of the 
children the school have created a number of areas in the 
school grounds. The children have built and planted a raised 
bed in the yard. The bed is planted with herbs and vegetables 
that parents can help themselves to as they pass. The area 
also has a lighthouse and deckchair linked to their ethos  
of ‘Let Your Light Shine’.

WE ARE NOW  
TAKING NAMES OF

TWO-YEAR-OLDS
WHO WILL BE  
JOINING US IN

SEPTEMBER

If you would like information about two-year-old  
provision at either Lynemouth or at our Ashington nurseries,  

please contact Mrs Lishman 01670 816111 ext. 395

DOUBLE  
THE FUN  
IN EARLY 

YEARS

ARE  
YOU A 
KINSHIP 
CARER?

Kinship Care is an 
arrangement where  
a child who cannot be 
cared for by their  
parent(s) goes to live 
with a relative or  
a family friend.

10.30-12
AT JOSEPHINE 

BUTLER  
CAMPUS

WE MEET ON THE 
FIRST 

THURSDAY
of every month

At The Northumberland 
Church of England 
Academy, we hold a regular 
coffee morning and we’d 
love you to join us!

The Lynemouth Early Years 
Centre teamed-up with Surestart 
to hold a Dummy Party.

Children made and decorated 
their own boxes and put their 
dummies inside. Then with 
the help of the magic word – 
abracadabra!  – the dummy fairies 
arrived and transformed their 
dummies into cuddly teddies to 
bring them comfort instead.
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MR BLIGHT 
DIRECTOR OF NCEASPORT

SPORT
Team GB  

Stars Present 
NCEASport Awards 

2017

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE FULL AWARDS GALLERY 
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Inspiring tales of chasing dreams, hard work 
and resilience were on the agenda at the 

annual NCEASport Awards.
Olympic gymnast, Craig Heap, and British triathlete,  
Calum Johnson, handed out awards to NCEA’s own  

sporting champions.

 Now in its second year, the awards ceremony is a fantastic 
way to celebrate the many talents of our students in primary, 
secondary and The Centre across a wide range of disciplines.

NCEASport director, Mr Blight, said: “Thank you to everyone 
who came along to join us in recognising our sportsmen and 

women and to Craig and Calum for their inspiring words.  
It was fabulous to see so many in attendance.

“I would also like to extend my thanks to the staff team for 
their efforts throughout the year. I hope you were all inspired 

and wish to strive to keep improving!”

Congratulations to Libby Rees 
from Y5 at the Josephine Butler 
Primary Campus. After football 
trials for Sunderland Academy 
and Durham and we are 
delighted to say that she has 
been accepted for both!

MEDAL  
HAUL 
FOR  
ATHLETES

Congratulations to Andrew Knight (Shot Putt) and Kayla 
Devon (Long Jump and Triple Jump), who were crowned 

Northumberland County Champions.

Andrew went on to further success, winning the North 
East Inter Counties championships and represented 

Northumberland at the English Schools Championships  
in Birmingham where he came 5th.

Unfortunately, Kayla was unavailable for the athletics  
Inter Counties as she was busy competing in her other 

sport, trampolining, where she won a bronze medal  
at the Northern championships in Manchester. 

Well done to our other medal winners:

Sol Page: 2nd High Jump 
Luke Southern: 3rd High Jump 
Bailey Robison: 3rd Triple Jump

And to qualifiers Mia Key, Kyle Hargreaves, Aaron Dodds 
and Bethany Redden who also put in strong performances 

on the day.

DOUBLE SPRINT TITLE 
Speed queen Ellie Longstaff celebrated a double  
win at the Northumberland Minor Championships 
Gateshead Stadium, coming first in the 100m and  

200m Sprint. Well done also to qualifiers:

Lewis O’Connor: 800m 
Joseph Johnson: Javelin 

Casey Orrick: Discus 
Holly Ladigus: Javelin 

Ben Curry: JavelinWell done and 
congratulations  
to Alex Brown, 
Y9, and Courtney 
Scott, Y10, who 
were crowned 
English Schools’ 
Boxing champions 
for the second 
successive year.  
A fantastic 
achievement!.

BOXING 
CHAMPIONS



Thomas Bewick Campus
Moorhouse Lane 
Ashington  
NE63 9LP

Tel: 01670 812 075

Grace Darling Campus
Central Parkway 
Newbiggin by the Sea 
NE64 6RT 

Tel: 01670 812 075

James Knott Campus
Norham Road 
Ashington 
NE63 0LF

Tel: 01670 813 219

William Leech Campus
Church Square  
Lynemouth  
Morpeth, NE61 5TR

Tel: 01670 860 267

Josephine Butler Campus
Academy Road  
Ashington  
NE63 9FZ

Tel: 01670 816 111 www.ncea.org.uk

FUN IN ATHLETICS

SPORTS 
LEADERS

Join our Thursday night primary girls’ football club  
coaching sessions at the Josephine Butler Campus. 

Newcastle United Foundation Family Football sessions are running 
at the James Knott Campus. The aim of the programme is to 
promote key health related fitness messages such as diet and 

exercise, through the medium of football.

Throughout May, all of 
our KS2 children took 
part in an Inter-Campus 
year group ‘Quadkids’ 
Athletics festival on our 
3G pitches. From these 
inter-campus events 
we were able to select 
teams to represent 
NCEASport in the  
local Area School 
Games events. 

Congratulations to our Y5 Boys’ 
Football team who competed in 

the Northumberland School Games 
Finals and finished second overall  

– claiming a Silver Medal.  
A huge achievement!

Well done to our Y5/6 Girls’ Football 
team, Y4 Boys’ Football team and 
our Y5/6 Quadkids Athletics Team  
who also qualified for the Finals.

FOOTBALL NEWS

Well done to everyone who 
competed in the NCEA 

Secondary Sports Day 2017.

Held at Gateshead International 
Stadium, it was a fantastic showcase 
of the talents of our sportsmen and 

women. There were some outstanding 
performances and Oswald House was 

named the overall winner. 

A big thank you to our JBVI Sports Leaders who coached  
the Y4 football teams.

Together with staff they also organised an Easter Sports camp for 
primary pupils and helped officiate at an NRFU festival at Newcastle 

Falcons involving our Y8-10 students.


