
How did Christmas turn war into peace? 
(“And the Soldiers Sang”, a Christmas novel on the WWI Christmas truce) 

Key Questions 

1. When and where did the  Christ-
mas truce of WWI take place? 

2. How does the artist Gary Kelley 
depict faces and scenes of war 
skilfully? 

3. Which mediums might be best in        
replicating the artwork of Gary 
Kelley? 

4. How can I use colour, tone and 
shade to depict faces/scenes of 
war? 

5. How does the author J. Patrick 
Lewis use language effectively? 

6. How can we infer characters’  
feelings, thoughts and motives 
from evidence in the text? 

7. How does this book compare to a 
television advert (Sainsbury’s) 
based on the same story? 

8. How can we create our own TV  
advert/trailer based around the 
Christmas truce of WWI? 

9. How can a significant Christmas 
carol be understood and per-
formed? 

10. How did Christmas turn war into 
peace? (First person account gold 
task in Topic Book as a piece of 
assessed writing) 

Art 

 To improve their mastery of art and      
design techniques, including drawing and 
painting with a range of materials 

Child Initiated Learning 

 

 

 

History 

 A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 (WWI and the 
Christmas truce) 

National Curriculum 

Geography 

 Locate the world’s countries using maps 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/
computing mapping to locate countries 

Computing 

 Select, use and combine software to     
design and create content that  that     
accomplishes specific goals 

English 

 Checking that a book makes sense to them, 
discussing their understanding and        
exploring the meaning of words in context 

 Drawing inferences such as inferring   
characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying          
inferences with evidence 

 Discuss and evaluate how authors use    
language, including figurative language,      
considering the impact on the reader 

Vocabulary 

(wide range within book itself) 

truce  Western Front   stalemate  

colour  tone   shade 

dynamics   crescendo   diminuendo Music 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble  
contexts 

 Use and understand staff and other     
musical notations  

 Develop an understanding of the history 
of music  


