
Year 2: The Polar Express  
How Does the North Pole compare to the 

United Kingdom? 

Key Questions 

1. What are the seven continents and five 
oceans of the world?  

2. What are the similarities and difference 
between the Artic and the UK?  

3. What are the weather patterns in the 
Artic in comparison to the UK?  

4. What is the climate like in the North 
and South Pole? 

 

1. How have toys changed in history?  

2. Who is Saint Nicholas?  

 

1. What animals live in the artic? 

 

1. How do I draw my own snow landscape? 

 

1. How do I design and make my own Polar 
Express? 

National Curriculum 
Geography  
Locational knowledge  

 name and locate the world’s seven continents 
and five oceans  

Place knowledge  

 understand geographical similarities and dif-
ferences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom, and of a small area in a con-
trasting non-European country  

Human and physical geography  

 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns 
in the United Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South Poles  

History  
Changes within living memory 

 Changes within living memory. Where appro-
priate, these should be used to reveal as-
pects of change in national life 

 Significant historical events, people and plac-
es in their own locality  

Science  
Animals including humans  

 identify and name a variety of common ani-
mals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals  

 identify and name a variety of common ani-
mals that are carnivores, herbivores and om-
nivores  

 describe and compare the structure of a va-
riety of common animals (fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals, including pets) 

 identify, name, draw and label the basic parts 
of the human body and say which part of the 
body is associated with each sense.  

Art  

 to develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space  

Design 
 to use a range of materials creatively to de-

sign and make products  

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to de-
velop and share their ideas, experiences and 
imagination  

Vocabulary  

animals habitat mammals birds  
 

compare historical events materials 
 

sculptures landscape seasons patterns 
 

weather climate  North Pole   
 

Equator  South Pole  continents 
  

oceans  similarities  differences  


