
 

Year 3- How did the Grinch steal     
Christmas?  

Key Questions 

English  

1. Why does the Grinch hate 
Christmas? (Myth)  

2. How did the Grinch steal Christ-
mas? (Instructions)  

3. How did the Whos feel on Christ-
mas morning? (Recount)  

4. How can I write a successful 
character and setting descrip-
tion? (Description)  

National Curriculum 

English  

1. Choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and 
cohesion and to avoid repetition.  

Using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to 
the past tense. 

Using and punctuating direct speech.  

In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot.  

Use of figurative language.  

2. In non-narrative material, using simple organisational 
devices . 

Using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express 
time and cause. 

Using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to 
the past tense. 

Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of 
local spoken forms .  

3. Discussing writing similar to that which they are plan-
ning to write in order to understand and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary and grammar.  

Use of the forms a or an according to whether the next 
word begins with a consonant or a vowel.  

Using and punctuating direct speech. 

Place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with 
regular plurals in words with irregular plurals . 

4. In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot. 

Using fronted adverbials.  

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence.  

Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in - 
see English appendix 1 , both to read aloud and to under-
stand the meaning of new words they meet 
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Vocabulary  

season likely direction   
beneath  practically snarled
 growled  nervously   

awful  wonderful         
ramshackle  slithered   

 unpleasant  nimbly 
 slunk  grinned  glee 

 

 



 

Year 3- How did the Grinch steal     
Christmas?  

Key Questions 

Where does the Grinch live and how does 
it compare to the Who’s houses?  

How do I make an advert for the Grinch? 
How do I create an animation of the 
Grinch?  

Why is it important to understand and 
identify human and physical characteris-
tics?  

Which is the most effective route for 
the Grinch to make?  

What do you think the Grinch learned at 
the end of the story? 

How do I design and make my own Whos 
feast?  

How can I use pop art to inspire my own 
work? 

 

National Curriculum 

Science  

Compare and group together different kinds of rocks on 
the basis of their appearance and simple physical proper-
ties 

Describe in simple terms how fossils are formed when 
things that have lived are trapped within rock 

Recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic mat-
ter 

Computing 

Select, use and combine a variety of software (including 
internet services) on a range of digital devices to design 
and create a range of programs, systems and content that 
accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, eval-
uating and presenting data and information. 

Geography  

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Eu-
rope (including the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their environmental re-
gions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities. 

Name and locate counties and cities of the United King-
dom, geographical regions and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 

Use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the 
human and physical features in the local area using a range 
of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 

Design Technology  

Understand and apply the principles of a healthy and var-
ied diet.  

Prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury dish-
es using a range of cooking techniques.  

Understand seasonality, and know where and how a variety 
of ingredients are grown, reared, caught and processed.  

Art  

To create sketch books to record their observations and 
use them to review and revisit ideas  

To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, 
including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of 
materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

Learn about great artists, architects and designers in 
history.  

 

 

Child Initiated Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary  

rocks  compare  group  physical properties  fossils  
formed  soil  software  locate  maps  countries  continents  

human physical  characteristics  cities  topographical  

features  land-use  patterns  techniques  ingredients   

pop art   bold  bright  brash  Andy Warhol 

 


