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On Thursday 29th November 2018 Year Three used their 

science skills to conduct an investigation into electricity.  

They selected their equipment and looked at a range of 

components to make a circuit. 

 



Year Group News 

 
Reception 

What a busy few weeks it has been in reception, we are super excited because Christmas has arrived and our Grotto and 

Santa's Workshop is up and running and this last week we have had lots of little elves running around the classroom 

delivering presents and posting Santa letters.  We are working hard this week to touch count accurately and some of us 

are working on adding two numbers - lots of hard work!  Our topic leading up to Christmas is the Jolly Christmas Postman 

and we are looking forward to being Postmen ourselves and posting our own Santa letters next week! 

 
Year One 

The aliens have landed in Year 1 and have left their pants! Our Christmas topic centres on the text, Alien’s Love Panta 

Claus by Claire Freedman and Ben Cort. The children have already been on a pant hunt and next we need to use our map 

skills to help the aliens successfully deliver them around Jarrow and Hebburn. We will be interviewing the alien’s, writing 

descriptions and fantasy stories during English. In Maths we will be using our understanding of shapes and measures to 

help the aliens get the right size pants to the right people. In Design Technology we will be making pants of our own 

designs, and in Computing the children will be creating and debugging algorithms for the aliens to follow to help them find 

their way around our local area.   

 
Year Two 

In year 2 this month we are moving onto our Christmas story of Polar Express, we are going to be reading and retelling, 

describing scenes from the book and using our inference skills to decide how the characters feel at different points in 

the story. Finally, we will be doing a Gold Write where we will be writing our own letters to Santa. In maths we are 

continuing our unit of Fractions. In RE we have started a new unit of “Why does Christmas matter to Christians?” So we 

will be learning all about the Christmas story and the significance it has on Christians. In Science, we have just started a 

new unit of Animals, Including humans.  In PE we are continuing our unit of gymnastics. On a Thursday with Miss Marley, 

we are finishing off our Snow landscapes and starting our Design Technology unit where we will be designing and building 

our own Polar Express vehicle.  We are also working very hard with year 1 to practise our Christmas performance ‘Miracle 

in Town’ and we are excited to perform it to our families later this month! 
 

Year Three 

This month year 3 are continuing to look at How the Grinch Stole Christmas! In English we are writing our own newspaper 

reports, thinking about how the Who’s felt on Christmas morning when they woke up without presents! We have been 

identifying features of newspaper and how we can apply them in our writing. In maths we will be looking at measurement. 

This will involve lots of practical learning and applying into real life contexts. In topic we will be looking at weather in 

different countries and comparing it. This will relate to computing and we will be making our own weather reports.  
 

Year Four  

Year 4 are now well and truly immersed in our Christmas topic which centres on the poem, A visit from Saint Nicholas by 

Clement Clarke Moore. This dovetails nicely with our English focus on description and poetic devices. In Maths we will be 

moving on from measurement and time to geometry and shape. In Art and Design, we are looking at Christmas scenes 

incorporating pastels in the style of Monet. Our ICT focus has shifted from online safety to using spreadsheet to 

organise data. In Science we are now looking at electricity and effective use of circuits. 

 
Year Five 

In Year 5 we will be using assessment week to identify all of the progress we have made this academic year whilst also 

addressing our next steps. We are nearing the end of our Christmas Carol novel which has provided us with a fantastic 

understanding of life during this time period. We will continue to look at how the book is used to challenge the values of 

people at this time and highlight concerns that Charles Dickens had. Within our Maths we will be moving on to our 

measurement topic, looking at how we can convert between and solve problems with a range of different units.In RE we 

will continue to develop our understanding of the different accounts of the nativity in The Bible and consider how our own 

celebrations reflect these. 
 

Year Six 

Y6 head into the festive season with our eyes focused on the big question: 'How can Christmas turn war into peace?' We 

will consider the actions and emotions attached to the WWI Christmas Eve truce through our fascinating and highly 

engaging Christmas novel 'And the Soldiers Sang'. We're off on a second trip of the term to Keelman's Way School on 

Monday 17th, where we will take in the comprehensive children's Christmas production. We've already made new 

friendships and connections and look forward to repaying their kindness in spring and summer term. Maths sees us turn 

our attention to geometry and statistics, whilst in English, we will be writing detailed first-person accounts of the 

Christmas truce by drawing upon our reading. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all Y6 parents and carers! 

 

 



COMING SOON to ST OSWALD’s CE VA PRIMARY 

 

PARENTPAY 

In Spring Term we will be introducing ParentPay in order to accept 

online payments.  Initially this will just be for school dinners but we 

will then be rolling this out to all payments in school. 

 

NEW UNIFORM ITEMS 

We are currently awaiting some new uniform samples from our supplier 

of new optional extras to the uniform such as a gillet and pack-a-mac.  

Watch this space and we will let you know when they are available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Diary Dates – December 
 
6th – Christingle Service @ St Oswald’s Church – 9:30am – All are welcome to join us. 

 

7th – Reception Trip to Fenwick’s Windows – All Day 

-  Y6 Weights and Measures 

 

12th – Y1/2 Christmas Show – 2pm – All Y1/2 Parents and Carers are welcome. 

 

13th – KS1/Reception Trip to Tweddle’s Farm – All Day 

 

14th – Christmas Fayre – 2pm – All Welcome – 50p admission per person 

 

17th – Y6 Trip to Keelman’s Way – pm 

-     KS1/Rec Christmas Party – pm 

 

18th – Whole School Pantomime Trip – pm – Late return to school – check app/Facebook for return time. 

 

19th – School Christmas Dinner – 12pm 

- Y3/4 Christmas Party – pm 

 

20th – Christmas jumper day 

- Reception Christmas Nativity and sing-along @ St Oswald’s Church – 9:30am – All welcome to join us. 

- Y5/6 Christmas Party – pm 

- Children break up for Christmas – 3:15pm 

 

21st – PD DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED FOR CHILDREN 

 

MONDAY 7TH JANUARY 2019 – CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL – 8:55AM 

 

 

 

 

Advent Boxes 

 

Do you have a spare tin, packet 

of biscuits or jar of jam hiding 

at the back of your kitchen 

cupboard which is still in date?  

If so please can you donate 

something towards your class 

advent box? 

 

All donations will be gratefully 

received and will be given to 

Hebburn Helps in order to help 

those at Christmas Time who 

are less fortunate than us. 

 

Thanks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 Paperless from now on!!! 

 

This is the last newsletter you will be receiving in paper format.  We 

will now be posting all letters, newsletters and diary dates onto the 

website, Facebook page and school app. 

#savingtheplanetonetreeatatime. 



School Office 

 

Medical Appointments 

Medical Appointments will only be authorised if a 

medical card or letter is provided. 

 

Uniform Orders 

Uniform orders can be made at any point throughout the 

academic year.  Forms are available from the school 

office or on the website. 

 

Lateness 

Children who are regularly late and are entering school 

via the main entrance will receive a late mark.  Any child 

who arrives after 9:05am will be classed as 

unauthorised for that morning session. Our Inventry 

system tracks lateness. 

 

Medication 

All medication MUST be signed in by a parent/carer at 

the school office and MUST be prescribed to the child 

with a prescription label attached. 

 

Water Bottles 

Water Bottles are available from the school office for 

£1. 

 

Photos 

School Photos are due to be taken on 5th December 

2018.  This provides parents with the opportunity to 

purchase as Christmas gifts. 

 

For up-to-date information and news please visit the 

school app or our website at: 

www.stoswaldscofe.co.uk 

 

Office e-mail is: 

 

office@stoswaldscofe.co.uk  

 

 

Mrs Smith’s e-mail is: 

 

hsmith@stoswaldscofe.co.uk 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Christmas Fayre 

 

Our Christmas Fayre is taking place on Friday 14th of 

December at 2pm.  All are welcome.  If you have any 

old toys or books in good condition we would really 

appreciate these.  Also if anybody has any raffle 

prizes for our drawer this would also be appreciated.  

If anybody is free to give a helping hand please 

contact Andrea Scott on ascott@stoswaldscofe.co.uk 

 

 

 

Adverse Weather Conditions 

 

If we are hit with another ‘Beast from the East’ this 

year and this results in us closing the school.  Updates 

will be made at the earliest possible opportunity 

through the school app, Facebook page and website.  

The closure will also be highlighted on Sun FM website.  

This will only happen in extreme conditions and if there 

is a health and safety issues as to why the school will 

not be open. Fingers crossed we don’t get too much 

snow anytime soon! 

 

 

Dark Nights….coming soon!! 

 

Can we remind parents/carers that all children 

must be collected from after school clubs at the 

schools main entrance as the dark nights are 

here and staff need to be able to clearly see 

who they are dismissing to!  Thanks for your co-

operation with this! 

 

 

FROM ALL OF US AT ST OSWALD’S CE 
VA PRIMARY SCHOOL – WE HOPE YOU 

HAVE A SUPER DUPER CHRISTMAS 
AND WANT TO WISH YOU ALL THE 

BEST FOR 2019. 
 

DON’T FORGET ON CHRISTMAS 
MORNING TO SAY ‘HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

JESUS!’ 
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