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Dear Parents / Carers 

GCSE Modern Languages (French & Spanish) 
 
I am writing with important information about GCSE Modern Foreign Languages, including 
some key dates for your diary in the lead-up to the exams in the summer. 
As you will be aware, students have now completed their PPEs and while many students 
have achieved encouraging grades, in some cases it has highlighted a lack of preparation 
and revision, particularly with regard to vocabulary and grammar structures. 
 
If students are to maximise their potential, it is essential that they revise vocabulary and 
structures regularly and often. Research has shown that 15-20 minutes daily is more 
effective than, say, an hour once a week. 
 
Extra revision classes for Modern Languages take place weekly. French for those students 
taking the Foundation Tier is every Monday lunchtime in A3; French for Higher Tier students 
is every Tuesday lunchtime in A4, and Spanish is every Friday lunchtime in A2. Please 
ensure that your son / daughter makes every effort to attend.   
Students should by now have Revision Guides and vocabulary booklets. If not, these are 
available from your child’s Languages teacher (Revision Guides are £2.50 (free to those in 
receipt of Free School Meals), and there is no charge for vocabulary booklets). 
 
The first element of the GCSE to be tested in the summer is Speaking.  These tests have 
been scheduled to take place between May 2nd and May 8th – individual timetables will be 
issued to students after half-term. To help students prepare for these and feel as confident 
as possible, we have also arranged two Mock Speaking Tests for each class. These will take 
place in the week beginning 1st April, and week beginning 23rd April; again, students will be 
advised of the exact date/time in due course. It is vital that students prepare thoroughly for 
these tests, ensuring that they learn by heart their General Conversation answers on the 
three themes, and also the Photo Card vocabulary. 
I hope this information is useful to you. Please contact me at school if you have any further 
questions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

N Piper 
 

Neil Piper 

Head of Modern Foreign Languages 
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